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LISA A. LAWSON, Ed.D. MATTHEW AUERBACH
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS PRINCIPAL

July 27, 2026

Dear MPE Families,

Welcome to another exciting school year at Mount Pleasant Elementary School! I hope you and your family had a wonderful
summer filled with opportunities to relax, recharge, and make lasting memories. We are thrilled to welcome both our returning
Dragon families and those joining us for the very first time. We can't wait to see our hallways filled with smiling faces once again!

At Mount Pleasant Elementary, we believe every child deserves to feel known, valued, challenged, and loved. Together, with
your partnership, we will continue to provide an engaging, safe, and supportive learning environment where every student can
thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.

This letter contains important information to help you prepare for the start of the school year. Please take a few moments to review
the information below.

For your convenience, you can always find updated policies, procedures, important dates, and family resources in our MPE
Parent Hub at https://tinyurl.com/MPE-Parent-Hub, which is also accessible through the QR code at the end of this letter and
on our school website: https://mpe.brandywineschools.org/. We are updating our Parent Hub over the summer and will have
everything finalized by August 20%. Thank you for your patience!

Let's Kick Off the Year Together!

One of my favorite events of the year is our Community Resource Fair & Take-a-Peek Night on Thursday, August 20, from
5:00-7:30 PM (KN only from 5:00 — 5:30 PM). Please see the attached flyer for more information.

This event is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with friends, meet our amazing staff, and celebrate the beginning of another
incredible year together.

During the evening, you will be able to:
e Meet your child's teacher and the rest of our amazing staff.
e Tour the building and locate your child's classroom.
e Learn about the many programs and resources available to MPE families.
¢ Connect with our outstanding PTA and learn how you can get involved.
o Enjoy games, activities, food, and fun for the entire family!
We hope every family will join us as we kick off another great year as one school community!

Attendance Matters!

Every school day counts. Research consistently shows that students who attend school regularly are more successful academically
and socially. We ask for your partnership in making attendance a priority this year. Unless your child is ill or experiencing an
emergency, please make every effort to have them at school each day and on time.

It is the directive of the Board of Education that the Brandywine School District shall not discriminate in its employment practices or its educational programs and activities
for students on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected characteristic.
All policies, regulations and practices of the District shall be guided by this directive.


https://tinyurl.com/MPE-Parent-Hub
https://mpe.brandywineschools.org/

If your child is absent, please complete the Absence Request Form, available on our website, in the Parent Hub, and at the top
of our Class Dojo page. If you are unable to complete the form, you may also send a handwritten note, email, or Class Dojo
message to your child’s teacher.

Together, we can help every child achieve their full potential, but we need them in school in order to accomplish this.

A Few Important Reminders...

e School Supplies: Supply lists are available on our website and on the Parent HUB. If you need assistance obtaining
supplies, please contact your child's teacher or our main office—we're here to help!

e School Hours: Doors open at 8:40 AM Students are marked tardy at 8:55 AM Dismissal begins at 3:25 PM.

e Car Line: Student safety is our top priority. Please remember that all car riders must be dropped off and picked up at the
rear entrance of the school. The front entrance is reserved for buses and students who walk from home. Students should
never be dropped off along Duncan Road. Carline numbers will be available at our Community Resource Fair on
August 20. Please bring your ID. Please review our arrival and dismissal procedures from the Parent HUB and share this
information with anyone transporting your child. Thank you!

e Bus Transportation: Families should receive bus information from BSD Transportation before the start of school.
Questions regarding transportation should be directed to BSD Transportation at 302-762-7181.

e Breakfast & Lunch: Breakfast and lunch are available free of charge to all MPE students. Families may set up an
account for snack purchases on the BSD Nutrition Services website.

e Communication: Strong communication between home and school is essential to student success. ClassDojo remains
our primary communication platform, and we ask every family to join. Information will be shared during Take a Peek
Night on August 20.

¢ Kindergarten Families: Kindergarten parents are welcome to walk their child to class during the first two days of
school. Beginning Monday, August 31, all students will transition to entering school independently with staff support.
We will have Kindergarten Orientation on August 26. Our teachers will mail parents their specific time to come in.

¢ Back to School Night: Please save the date for our Back to School Night on Thursday, September 10.

“The 3 to Be at MPE” — Our Core Values

Everything we do is grounded in three simple expectations: Be Responsible. Be Respectful. Be Safe. These core values help us
build a positive school culture where every student can learn, grow, and succeed. We encourage you to talk with your child about
what these expectations look like at home, at school, and in our community. We will review this with all students at the beginning
of the year and at our MTSS Family Kickoff event on Friday, September 18. We are also excited about our new Color the
Mascot fundraiser starting on September 1%t and ending with the MTSS Family Kickoff event on September 18%. Mark your
calendars! More information to come...

On behalf of our incredible teachers and staff, thank you for trusting us with your children each day. We know that a successful
school year is built on strong partnerships between school and home, and we are grateful to have you as part of our MPE family.
If you have any questions or need assistance before school begins, please don't hesitate to contact our main office or reach out to
me directly. Here's to an amazing 2026—2027 school year!

MPE PARENT HUB

In Partnership,

Matthew Auerbach

Principal


https://www.brandywineschools.org/students-families/nutrition
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Brandywine School District School Calendar

PK-12 Schools Closed (Holidays & Breaks) PK-8 Schools Closed (Parent/Teacher Conferences) |
PK-12 Schools Closed (Prof Development Day) PK-12 Schools Closed (Parent/Teacher Conferences) H
N K Orientation, 1% Day of School (Grades 1-5,6,9,12) 6-11 Half-Day (Final Exams)
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PK First Day of School Graduation Day
PK Schools Closed (Staff Professional Days)

12t Grade Asynchronous Day

2026-2027
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School Calendar
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JULY 2026
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL (Grades 1-6, 9, 12
27 All K-12 Students Report
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NOVEMBER 2026

PK-12 SCHOOLS CLOSED (Offices Open) — Professional Responsibilities Day
3 PK-12 SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED - Election Day

1" PK-12 SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED - Veteran’s Day

PK-12 SCHOOLS CLOSED (Offices Open) — (24-PIP Day, 25-Trade-In Day)
PK-12 SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED - Thanksgiving Holiday

DECEMBER 2026

T

1 2 3 4 5 23 PK-12 SCHOOLS CLOSED (Offices Open)

8 9 10 | 11 12 | 2428 PK-12 SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED — Winter Break
13|14 (15| 16 | 17 | 18 19 | 29-30 PK-12 SCHOOLS CLOSED (Offices Open)

20 | 21 | 22 : 26 3 PK-12 SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED - New Year's Eve
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PK-12 SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED — New Year's Day
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1 2 4 5 6 3  Asynchronous Day, 12th Grade ONLY
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S
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15

16 |17 |18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22
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-

3 4 5 6 HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT
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20 | 21 |22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 14-15 PK-12 Professional Development Day (Offices Open) - (15-Last Teacher Day)
27 (28| 29 | 30 18 PK-12 SCHOOLS & OFFICES CLOSED - Juneteenth
PLEA 0 OLLO
4 g 2Ng eve OI DE ea 20 O BpSe Oda
Rosh Hashanah - September 12, 2026 Yom Kippur - September 21, 202 Eid al-Fitr — March 10, 2027

(District calendars are subject to revision by the Brandywine Board of Education)

Revised 7/20/26
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MPE is encouraging families to plan vacations, wellness visits, and other appointments
around the district’s scheduled breaks for the 2026-2027 school year.

Using these dates helps support strong student attendance and keeps students
present for important classroom instruction.
Families are also encouraged to check with their child’s teacher for
state-mandated testing windows and other important dates.

(/—\ SEPTEMBER 4 :- U RETURN TO SCHOOL
§-5) LABOR DAY iy i e A e -
P OCTOBER 4 iy RETURN TO SCHOOL
FALL CONFERENCES JPyiiccry e S e N7
THANKSG]V'NG NOVEMBER 9 RETURN TO SCHOOL
22 BREAK 11/21-11/29  DpAYs

MONDAY,
DECEMBER-JANUARY 12

NOVEMBER 30

RETURM TO SCHOOL

WINTER BREAK 12/23-1/3 DAYS n%’:g&Yv A
JANUARY 3 L RETURN TO SCHOOL
MLK JR. DAY vy SN s e

RETURN TO SCHOOL
MONDAY,
FEBRUARY 16

PRESIDENTS’ DAY i e 3

MARCH - APRIL 1 0 RETURN TO SCHOOL
SPRING BREAK ZResiiby/ A MONDAY
/ MAY 3 =0 RETURN TO SCHOGL

(Y
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Q¢ MEMORIAL DAY

ﬁ FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL ? <€ LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
B WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2026 ; " THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2027

+ THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH US! w
d

. Helping students stay present, prepared. and ready to succee

5/20-5/31  oavs G NNEr"




MOUNT PLEASANT

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

’/,Hlea‘s;lab-e. .
P . HELP US HELP YOUR CHILD!

everything | /
o=, from h°r:f | Labeling your child’s belongings helps us return lost items quickly {_
}@ “;’\ftg,:%rst '| and keeps our school day running smoothly. Thank you for your
chnt

partnership in keeping our Dragons organized and ready to learn!

¢ 3
SN F3y CELL PHONES / COMMUNICATION DEVICES

e Students who have a cell phone or other communication device at school
are to keep it off and away at all times during the day.

e Cell phones must be in a clothing pocket or given to the teacher to lock up
during the school day.

o Cell phones are not to be left unattended in a student’s book bag, desk, ot
cubby, since these locations are not secured.

e The unauthorized use of electronic devices such as but not limited to cell
phones, apple watches, audio players, video games, communication devices, etc.
that results in a disruption to the educational process or jeopardizes the health,
safety or welfare of students or staff may result in the immediate confiscation
of the electronic device.

S

MONEY

® Students are not to bring “extra” amounts of money to school.

® Snack money should be kept with the student or preferably loaded onto
their nutrition account.

® Any money that is to be collected for field trips, etc. should be given
directly to the teacher in a sealed envelope with the student’s name
clearly labeled.

® Parents are asked to be aware of the amount and the purpose of any
\_ money their child brings to school. Y,

* WORKING TOGETHER FOR A SAFE, FOCUSED & SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL DAY! *




MOUNT PLEASANT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

FAmTIRA

3. APPROPRIATE LENGTH 4. COATS & JACKETS
D = =

v

The tength of skirts, skorts, Heavy, bulky jackets or

All shirts must cover Pants and shorts are
shoulders, chest, to be worn at the waist. shorts, and dresses must be overcoats should be
and midriff. {Pajamas are prohibited) at least mid-thigh in length. placed in lockers.

5 FOOTWEAR 6. APPROPRIATE CLOTHING 7. NO UNDERGARMENTS 8. NO HEADWEAR
SHOWING

O OP®
ﬁ@ W A=®

No headwear is to be worn in
the building during the school day.

at all times.

X Fiip flops and slides Clothing _w'th inappropriate, Clothing designed to be This includes, but is not limited to
are not permitted. sugges!ive. or derogatory worn as undergarments hats, bandanas, scarves, earmuffs, |
Rubber-soled shoes are pictures or phrases may may not be visible. sunglasses, or any other head '

required for Physical not be worn. covering, including hoods.

Education class.
WHEN WE FOLLOW THE

10. SAFE JEWELRY &
i omss [ 11. NO DISTRACTIONS 8 e oL
WE SHOW:
. +/ RESPECT
Students wearing ;ewelry or J RESPONS'B'LITY
x J accessaories that may be SCHOOL PRIDE

considered unsafe or
Clothing with frayed edges inappropriate to the learning

Any other garments or

or visible holes is not environment may be subject to accessories that would be THANK YOU FOR
permitted untess there is _review by the administration. a distraction to the orderly
a layer of clothing under Wear at your own risk. educational process are HELPING US LEARN
the frayed item. MPE is naot responsible for prohibited. AND GROW!

items that are lost or stolen.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS. READY TO LEARN EVERY DAY! Go DRAGONS!



TOGETHER, WE CAN HELP
ITEMS FIND THEIR WAY HOME!

~N
HELP US KEEP OUR LOST & FOUND WORKING!
?
We all misplace things sometimes—let’s work together to get items
back to their rightful owners!
CHECK WHAT CAN'T FIND . WEDONATE = PLEASE LABEL
COMES HOME! =  SOMETHING? | MONTHLY! . EVERYTHING!
Please be sure to check | If your child lost an item, ' Allitems left in the Lost & | Please ensure that all
that your child is coming . please encourage them to: | Found will be donated . personal items are labeled
home with the clothing ' o Check the Lost & Found bins i each month. with your child’s name so
or items they went to | e Reach out to their teacher | Unclaimed items may . tha: ifa staff merrwtber
school with. ! via Dojo ; miss their chance to ocates )‘lour ttem, it can
' . } . . be easily returned to
+ 8 Or stopllnto the main office | be returned! ! your shident
to look in the bin yourself

THANK YOU SO MUCH for your partnership in keeping

our Lost & Found bins organized and manageable!

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE SURE ITEMS
FIND THEIR WAY HOME!

- ——— — ———————— T ————— ———— T ————— T ———————

BE RESPONSIBLE. BE RESPECTFUL. BE SAFE. BE A DRAGON!




SUPPORTS
STUDENT SUCCESS

PTA funds programs, PTA speaks up for children

classroom resources, at the local, state, and

educational assemblies, and national levels on

enrichment activities that important education
help every student learn, issues that impact our

grow, and thrive. schools.

d THE IMPACT IS REAL!

Research from the National PTA shows
that schools with strong PTA involvement:

@ Have higher student achievement 0o

& Have better attendance "’

& Have fewer discipline problems MEET NEW
PEOPLE

@ Have stronger parent-teacher relationships
& Have more engaged families and communities Connect with

other parents

~ BUILDS A STRONGER
- SCHOOL COMMUNITY

PTA brings families,
teachers, and staff
together to create
connections, celebrate
diversity, and foster a
: welcoming environment.

- TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
FOR EVERY DRAGON, EVERY DAY!

When you join the PTA, you become a
powerful voice for your child and
every child at MPE.

Your membership helps support
our students, strengthen our school,
and build our community.

ENHANCES SCHOOL
EXPERIENCES

From family events and
spring nights to field
trips and student
celebrations- PTA helps
make school memories
that last a lifetime.

there's a place for YOU in the PTA.

oo ,
FLEXIBLE MAKE A SUPPORT OUR
TIME DIFFERENCE STUDENTS

Choose how Your time and Help create

you want to ideas help

opportunities that  :

our

$10

IT'S GOOD
FOR YOU!

Research shows that
children do better
when their parents

are involved in their

education and
school life.

8  BE PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER!

Whether you have an hour a month or want to dive in more,

HAVE
FUN!
Enjoy events,
activities, and a

YOUR MEMBERSHIP MAKES renddoio. e e 1 cudem secaods | commant
ALL OF THIS POSSIBLE! :
. v TOGETHER, WE CAN DO GREAT THINGS FOR OUR 84
/ ’ STUDENTS, OUR SCHOOL, AND OUR COMMUNITY!
ou
JOIN ONLINE: Thaieh ious for
Y°”5§Z<°:§Li°“, mpeptade.givebacks.com/shop %
Visit our online store to become a member today! :ﬂ our S f

| PLEDGE BIG IMPACT < <

W

¥ EVERY MEMBER. EVERY VOICE.

EVERY CHILD.

EVERY DAY.

PLEDGE




YOUR $10 PLEDGE
MAKES IT ALL POSSIBLE!

Your support helps us provide incredible

experiences for our students, staff and
entire MPE community.

T ————

STUDENT SUPPORT MPE STAFF SUPPORT

¢ Staff Appreciation during

e T

o Gaga Pit Donation for the Parent-Teacher Conferences ,’ \ " t Lucy’s loe Cream Fundrai :
Playground s Coffee Truck for staff during - |
o STRIVE Sensory Room Parent-Teacher Conferences S (C'\:‘ic'gfy;.”';f; .
) — o
Materials ¢ Teacher Appreciation Week ° 9
o Spirit Wear Stor
@ Teacher lounge coffee stations P i ©
e N 7 % = =
MPE FAMILY & SCHOOL COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY GIVEBAC
® 3rd Annual MPE Block Party / Meet the Teacher R KS
® PTA Coffee for Kindergarten Families & FUNDRAISING
e Scholastic Book Fair
® Trunk-or-Treat / Reading Night * Annual Pajama Drive —
e Movie Night (K-Pop Demon Hunters) 100 pairs of .
® Parents’ Night Out at pairs of new pajamas
American Karate Studio . .
¢ Delaware Blue Coats Game - ® Thanksgiving Food Drive ~
Free family event w/ ROW3 Foundation benefiting Bellevue Cornmunity Center
@ Goldfish Swim
o ® Oasis ) ® MPE Food Pantry -
s Spring Book Fair 1 i
: "\-,-f-"‘ _.® _Dragon Dance — /( S00lstonal FIE) greqt
. - —ay ¥ i

EVERY $10 PLEDGE
MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

Thank you! =

JOIN TODAY!

Scan the QR code or visit

mpeptade.givebacks.com/shop

to make your $10 pledge!
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