ALUM ROCK UNION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 04-26/27

A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE ALUM ROCK UNION
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT OPPOSING THE PROPOSED IMMIGRATION
DETENTION FACILITY IN SOUTHERN SANTA CLARA COUNTY AND
REAFFIRMING ITS COMMITMENT TO SAFE, WELCOMING, AND INCLUSIVE
SCHOOLS FOR ALL STUDENTS

WHEREAS, the Alum Rock Union Elementary School District is committed to
providing a safe, welcoming, inclusive, and equitable educational environment where
every student has the opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive regardless of race, ethnicity,
national origin, immigration status, language, religion, disability, gender identity, sexual
orientation, or socioeconomic status; and

WHEREAS, the Alum Rock Union Elementary School District has proudly served
generations of immigrant, refugee, and working families, recognizing that the strength of
our schools is inseparable from the strength, stability, and well-being of the families and
communities we serve; and

WHEREAS, the District proudly serves one of California’s most culturally and
linguistically diverse communities, representing families whose rich traditions, cultures,
languages, and lived experiences strengthen our schools and our community; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Board recognizes that many District students come
from immigrant and mixed-status families and that uncertainty regarding immigration
enforcement can create significant fear, trauma, anxiety, and emotional distress that
negatively impacts students’ academic achievement, attendance, mental health, and
overall well-being; and

WHEREAS, research consistently demonstrates that the threat of family
separation and immigration detention has lasting adverse effects on children’s cognitive
development, educational outcomes, emotional health, and sense of safety; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Board believes that no child should carry the burden
of wondering whether a parent or caregiver will be home when the school day ends, as
such fear undermines the educational mission of our schools and the healthy
development of our students; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
detention facility in southern Santa Clara County has generated significant concern
among educators, families, community organizations, elected officials, and public
agencies regarding its potential impact on children, families, and surrounding
communities; and



WHEREAS, the District recognizes that educational success depends upon
strong partnerships between schools and families, and those partnerships are
weakened when families fear engaging with public institutions because of immigration
enforcement concerns; and

WHEREAS, the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution prohibits states from denying any person within their
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws, and the United States Supreme Court, in
Plyler v. Doe (1982), held that this protection guarantees all children, regardless of
immigration status, equal access to a free public K—12 public education; and

WHEREAS, California law, including the California Values Act, the California
Safe Haven Schools Act, and guidance issued by the California Attorney General and
the California Department of Education, affirm the importance of protecting students’
educational access, privacy, and constitutional rights; and

WHEREAS, the Alum Rock Union Elementary School District has long embraced
equity, belonging, cultural inclusion, and educational opportunity for every student and
believes that schools should remain places of hope, healing, stability, belonging, and
opportunity—not fear, intimidation, or family separation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Board of the Alum
Rock Union Elementary School District formally opposes the development and
operation of the proposed Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention facility in
southern Santa Clara County because of its anticipated harmful effects on children,
families, and the educational communities served throughout Santa Clara County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governing Board reaffirms its unwavering
commitment to ensuring that every student, regardless of immigration status or national
origin, is welcomed into schools that are safe, inclusive, supportive, and free from
discrimination, intimidation, or fear.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the District shall continue implementing
Board Policies, Administrative Regulations, and all applicable federal and California
laws that protect student privacy, safeguard confidential educational records, and
ensure equal access to public education.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the District shall continue collaborating with
families, community-based organizations, legal service providers, and public agencies
to provide information, resources, and support that promote student well-being, family
engagement, and educational success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Governing Board respectfully urges state
and federal policymakers to pursue immigration policies that preserve family unity,
protect the well-being of children, uphold due process, and strengthen rather than
destabilize the communities served by California’s public schools.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is directed to distribute
this Resolution to the Santa Clara County Office of Education, the Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors, neighboring school districts, the California Department of
Education, the Governor of California, members of the California Legislature
representing the District, and members of the United States Congress representing
Santa Clara County.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Governing Board affirms that every child
deserves to learn in an environment where they feel safe, respected, valued, and
supported. The Board stands with the students and families of the Alum Rock Union
Elementary School District and remains steadfast in its commitment to educational
equity, family engagement, and the dignity of every member of our community.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Board of the Alum Rock Union Elementary
School District at a regular meeting held on August 4, 2026, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:
ABSTENTIONS:
ABSENCES:

Minh Pham
Clerk of the Board



