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2026-2027 Notable Updates: 

Academic Integrity 

The former "Honor and Oakwood Students" policy — previously specific to the High School — has been 
renamed the Academic Integrity policy and now applies school-wide.  

High School Academic Probation Policy 

The threshold for Academic Probation has changed: students are now placed on probation for a GPA below 2.0 
or two or more Ds or one F. Families are notified by email when a student risks probation and get two weeks to 
raise grades, with weekly grade checks, before probation is finalized. 
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The school may amend, create, or delete these policies within its sole discretion. Nothing in the handbook 
constitutes or is intended to constitute an express or implied contract. 
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Oakwood School 

Mission Statement 

 

Oakwood School is Morgan Hill’s welcoming home for an extended family of learners​
with an unwavering commitment to a more intentional education.​

Our school lives this commitment by 

ensuring that all students learn every subject from passionate experts​
so that they receive far more than textbook coverage and are inspired to delve deeper by the enthusiasm and 

leadership of educators teaching what they love and only what they love; 

creating a disciplined and jubilant culture of confident self-expression​
most visibly in the performing arts, but infused into every aspect of learning at Oakwood​

so students develop into their best, most authentic selves; 

upholding high academic expectations​
to inspire the kind of intellectual stamina that leads students​

to think critically and creatively and engage actively with their studies; 

sustaining strong moral examples​
because the core values of this school family—​

including respect, service, honesty, kindness, citizenship, and dignity—​
never go out of style; 

leading children through a proven, flexible curriculum that inspires unbridled exploration​
by encouraging students to try their talents and explore their limits​

within a culture of kindness​
fostered by expert, caring teachers and staff members. 

Through this more intentional education, Oakwood students grow as ​
expressive, thoughtful, high-achieving, self-aware, considerate young people ​

prepared for their top-choice colleges​
and meaningful lives as contributing, conscientious community members. 
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Oakwood School Educational Philosophy 
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Expected Schoolwide Learning Outcomes 

The educational process at Oakwood develops the whole child. Students will be: 
 
1.​ Critical thinkers who: 

●​ Remember 
●​ Understand 
●​ Apply 
●​ Analyze 
●​ Evaluate 
●​ Create 

 
2.​ Effective communicators who demonstrate 

competency in: 
●​ Reading 
●​ Writing 
●​ Listening 
●​ Speaking 
●​ Collaborating  
●​ Media Literacy 

3.​ Community contributors who practice a culture 
of kindness through: 

●​ Respect 
●​ Service 
●​ Cooperation 
●​ Compassionate Citizenship 
●​ Dignity 

 
4.​ Authentic and resilient individuals who: 

●​ Seek a broad base of knowledge 
●​ Experience a variety of multi-cultural 

and enrichment activities 
●​ Demonstrate independence and 

confidence  
●​ Cultivate physical, social and 

emotional well-being.  
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Our Oakwood Community 
Oakwood is a very special community of faculty, staff, administration, students, and families who have created 
an extraordinary educational environment. We believe that it is our combined mission to provide the best 
possible education for our students and to make sure that we educate the whole child with a broad range of 
quality classes and valuable activities. We know that Oakwood’s mission is not only to promote our students to 
higher levels of academic excellence, but also to instill in them a love of learning, respect for others, and a deep 
understanding of the critical role of character and integrity.  

Oakwood is proud of its culture of kindness and expects that all members of the Oakwood community will treat 
others with dignity. Oakwood focuses on moral behavior so that students learn to make good choices. We follow 
a simple, secular moral code, which supports a person’s natural inclination to do what is right. We fondly call 
such good behavior “Oakwood Appropriate,” which to us means that values like respect, service, honesty, 
kindness, and citizenship inspire us to make good choices in all our endeavors. These values are evident in 
students’ dress, actions, and attitudes. Students take these values to heart and feel proud to honor them. Older 
students remain especially mindful that they are setting examples for the younger ones. Students can feel safe 
taking social and academic risks in this environment, and they rise to meet high behavioral expectations. They 
know they are helping to create a safe, encouraging community where everyone can be their best, most 
authentic selves. 

Families’ Role and Conduct Expectations 

We realize that Oakwood families have chosen to bring their children here because they care about their child’s 
welfare and success, and they believe that their children will be loved and respected. Family members volunteer 
in our classrooms, chaperone our field trips, attend our events, and provide leadership for our fundraising efforts. 
Without them, we couldn’t be who we are! 

Our parent support group is the Parent Service Auxiliary (PSA). The PSA plays a vital role in creating a sense of 
community and provides meaningful service to our school by hosting social events for our families and staff, 
sponsoring major fundraisers, lending assistance with community outreach programs, and providing classroom 
support. 

We endeavor to make Oakwood a positive place for our families. A constructive working relationship between 
Oakwood and a student’s parent(s) or guardian(s), or other individuals interacting with Oakwood or the Oakwood 
community by virtue of their relationship with a student, is essential to the fulfillment of the school’s mission, 
educational objectives, and operations. For these reasons, the agreement between Oakwood School and 
families requires parents and other individuals interacting with the school or the school community by virtue of 
their relationship with a student to support the school’s philosophy of education and its implementation and 
operation of the day-to-day school and classroom programs, as well as the school’s community expectations 
and guidelines, as expressed in this policy and other policies and procedures.  

Oakwood requires all students to show dignity, respect, and courtesy to others in the school community. The 
school also expects parents/guardians to model the same standards of dignified, respectful, and courteous 
behavior in their communications with others at the school. The school reserves the right to suspend, expel, or 
otherwise remove a student from the school, or decline to re-enroll the student, if the Head of School concludes, 
in her sole discretion, that the actions of the student’s parents, or other individuals interacting with the school or 
the school community by virtue of their relationship with the student, impede Oakwood’s ability to meet its 
educational objectives or mission, disrupt school operations, are uncooperative, unreasonable, or unsupportive 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 9 

http://www.oakwoodway.org/psa
http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

of the school, its administration, its faculty or staff, philosophy, rules, regulations, policies and standards, or 
make it difficult to have a positive or constructive relationship with the parents. 

Students’ Role 

The students are the reason we are all here at Oakwood. Our purpose is to nurture, motivate, and challenge all 
students to reach their optimum potential. The school provides an exciting and academically stimulating place to 
grow, and we expect all students to take advantage of this. Students show dignity and respect for themselves 
and others by treating each other well, being prompt and polite, and doing their very best work. 

Of course, any school will have lists of dos and don’ts (and ours are in the appendix), but when in doubt about 
what to do or how to behave, each student should ask him or herself, “Is what I am about to do showing dignity 
and respect?” If the answer is not “Yes,” then the student should find alternatives. Logical consequences and 
positive reinforcement, as well as attention to the social, academic, and emotional needs of the individual, help 
Oakwood students prepare for their future roles in society. All students are required to abide by the policies and 
procedures contained in this Handbook. 

Staff Role 

We respect our students and their families and treat them with dignity. Our goal is their success. We know that a 
student’s self-esteem is important, and we realize the importance of providing a nurturing educational 
environment. We understand the need of both students and parents to have success clearly defined and to know 
where they stand in our classes, so we provide them with frequent feedback on their progress. We realize that 
the Oakwood families have chosen to bring their students here because of their interest in their child’s welfare 
and success. 

Communication 

As in any partnership, communication is the key to success. Oakwood maintains a robust website, 
oakwoodway.org, complete with our Family Portal that provides secure and easy access to a variety of 
information sources including calendars, directories, policies, procedures, forms, and much more. The portal 
also gives parents and upper school students immediate access to Veracross, the school’s student information 
system. Oakwood School’s weekly newsletter, the Inside Scoop, provides current announcements, notifications, 
reminders, and keeps our community informed of recent school news. The Oakwood App provides access to the 
Inside Scoop, as well as calendars, directories, quicklinks, and more. Conference days, progress reports, and 
report cards are also ways to keep informed of your student’s progress. 

Contacting the School  

To report student absences, go to www.oakwoodway.org/attendance  

To contact the Main Office you may call (408) 782-7177 x100 or email office@oakwoodway.org 

To contact the High School Office you may call (408) 782-7177 x200 or email hsoffice@oakwoodway.org 

For all enrollment questions and issues email enrollment@oakwoodway.org 

For financial questions and  issues email businessoffice@oakwoodway.org 
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To provide your opinion and feedback to the administration email comments@oakwoodway.org 

All Oakwood faculty and staff have Oakwood email addresses. To reach an individual, use his/her 
firstinitiallastname@oakwoodway.org or in other words, you would reach Oakwood teacher Jane Doe by 
addressing an email to jdoe@oakwoodway.org.  

Faculty and staff contact information can also be found on our Staff Directory.  

School Website 

The school’s website is www.oakwoodway.org, and it provides rich content and advanced feature sets. The 
Family Portal provides secure access to school information that is not available to the general public. Because a 
great deal of important school information is emailed or available through the portal on the Oakwood website, it 
is vital that you keep your portal profile updated and remember to check it often. 

Having a current and active email address on file with the school is required to receive school communications. 
Be sure to list oakwoodway.org as a trusted domain with your email service or email client software. Families will 
receive regular email communications from Oakwood School. 

Questions or feedback regarding the school’s website can be sent to website@oakwoodway.org. We welcome 
your input. 

Student Directory 

Families have access to other Oakwood families’ contact information through the School Directory. To access 
the directory, log in to the Family Portal and click on “School Directory” in the “Quick Links” section. This 
directory is made available so that families and students can easily connect with one another. Families also have 
the option to suppress this information if they do not want it shared publicly. Please keep in mind that the 
Oakwood School Directory and all information included may only be used for school purposes and for school 
families to have contact information to communicate with other school families for Oakwood-related or social 
purposes. Parents may not use the School Directory or any information included in the directory for any purpose 
other than school purposes or to communicate with other school families for school-related or social purposes. 
Any misuse of the School Directory may result in Student’s dismissal from the School. 

Student Information System 

Veracross is Oakwood’s current student information management system and facilitates communication in a 
number of ways. Parents and students access Veracross through the Family Portal. Once logged into the portal, 
various links are available to take you to the places in Veracross you most often need to access without the need 
to re-sign into Veracross. The Family Portal and Veracross are linked together so that all information is secure 
and easily accessible. 

●​ Depending on the grade level of the student(s), parents can access information about grades, 
attendance, homework, lesson plans, and syllabi. Upper school students also have access to Veracross.   

●​ Parents of 4th – 12th grade students are encouraged to view their child’s Veracross grade book regularly 
for current grade standings.  

Veracross also provides access to non-tuition billing and the ability to pay your school account online.  
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Questions regarding Veracross can be sent to veracross@oakwoodway.org. 

Progress Reports & Report Cards 

It is important that families have the needed information about their student’s progress so they can play an active 
supporting role. For that reason, progress reports and report cards are available frequently depending on grade 
level. 

Progress reports - Parents of preschool through 8th grade students whose progress is concerning will receive 
written progress reports via email. 

Report cards - report cards are available at the conclusion of each trimester for preschool through 8th grade and 
at the conclusion of each semester for high school. Report cards can be viewed on Veracross.  

Parents and students are encouraged to check Veracross frequently to stay informed about a student’s progress 
throughout the school year. 

Conferences 

Parents are welcome to contact teachers to schedule informal conferences at any time during the year. There are 
two formal conference days scheduled during the year, one in the fall and one in the spring. There are no classes 
during these days. Teachers meet with parents in person or via Zoom according to pre-scheduled appointment 
times. Parents may also request in-person conferences if preferred. Additional information regarding conference 
days is provided before each scheduled day.  

Neutrality Statement 

At Oakwood School, in our pursuit to create “a culture of dignity that respects and authentically celebrates 
different backgrounds and viewpoints” in a learning environment where “confident curiosity” and “unbridled 
exploration” can flourish (see Oakwood’s Dignity Statement and Educational Philosophy), we are committed to 
maintaining principled institutional neutrality on political and social topics unrelated to our core mission. We 
understand that individuals of good character and genuine motives may have strong feelings about various 
political and social issues, and while such topics will undoubtedly be discussed inside and outside the 
classroom, the school expects its administration, faculty, and staff, in their formal capacities, to avoid the 
advocacy of a particular position, policy, program, philosophy, or candidate, and do everything in their power to 
maintain a safe environment of respect for diverse perspectives. 

Groups and Clubs 

While the school supports a wide array of possible clubs, no group should disrupt the primary operation of the 
school or advocate controversial positions that could adversely impact the school’s social environment. The 
school understands that people of good character and genuine motives can have strong feelings about various 
topics. These may include some of the most divisive topics of our time. While these topics will undoubtedly be 
discussed inside and outside the classroom, the school expects its faculty to avoid advocacy of a particular 
position and to do everything in its power to maintain an environment of respect for the various views deeply 
held on these topics. It is also expected that our students will be respectful of these varying views, even when 
they may strongly disagree. The school does not support the formation of any group that it believes will use 
school time and resources to advocate one position or another on such topics. This policy is not an indication 
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that students should not develop informed opinions on these important topics, but that they will need to primarily 
look outside of the school environment, such as to their family or other organizations, as their primary source of 
information and opinion. 

Statement on Statements 

In keeping with our commitment to maintaining principled institutional neutrality on political and social topics 
unrelated to our core mission, the school, as an educational institution and registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, is “prohibited from directly or indirectly participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on 
behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for elective public office.”1 As such the school will refrain from 
stance-taking or making public statements of position on political campaigns, “issues that are open, contested, 
and unsettled in the public sphere,” or “contested political and ideological questions that are open to reasonable 
disagreement” (A Framework for Schools | Deerfield Academy). This approach aligns with the school’s 
commitment to maintaining a neutral stance, ensuring a respectful and inclusive environment for our students 
and their families, and allowing for a diverse range of perspectives to be heard and respected within our school 
community. 

Access to School Property and Events 

Overnight parking on campus should be avoided. If someone needs to park overnight in case of emergency or a 
school-related matter, they are expected to email office@oakwoodway.org. 

Oakwood reserves the right to ban individuals, including parent(s)/guardian(s,) from entering the school campus 
or other school property, or to prohibit individuals from attending or participating in school-sponsored 
events/activities that occur off campus, when the presence or actions of such individual(s) poses a threat to the 
health, safety, well-being, or security of the school, its employees, students, other community members, or 
property, interferes with the teaching, work, or learning of the school’s faculty, staff, or students, or is otherwise 
necessary as determined by the school. All decisions to ban an individual, whether on a temporary or permanent 
basis, will be made by the Head of School in her sole discretion. 

1 The Restriction of Political Campaign Intervention by Section 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organizations | Internal 
Revenue Service 
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Our School 
Like many independent schools, Oakwood is divided into Lower and Upper Schools. 

The Lower School consists of two divisions. Preschool and Junior Kindergarten are one division, and Elementary 
School includes kindergarten through grade 5. 

The Upper School consists of two divisions. Middle School is composed of grades 6 - 8, and High School 
includes grades 9 – 12. 

School Year 

Every January, an initial school calendar for the following school year is distributed via email with the 
re-enrollment packets. It provides the planned start dates, end dates, and school holidays. The Family Portal 
calendars are the sole source for the current school calendar throughout the year. 

Families can stay current on important events and activities throughout the year by reading the weekly Inside 
Scoop, which are sent digitally and also available in the Family Portal.  

The School Day 

The school day varies by grade.  

Preschool / JrK​ 8:15 am – varies by session​
Kindergarten – Grade 5​ 8:15 am – 3:15 pm​
Upper School (Grade 6-12)​ 8:30 am – 3:30 pm​
​ (9:10 am – 3:30 pm on First Friday Late Start) 

Please note: If students need to be on campus before or after their official school day, we provide care for 
students in preschool through 8th grade. Please see "Before and After School Programs" in a later section of this 
handbook for details. 

Class Periods 

Preschool/Junior Kindergarten – Oakwood offers various sessions. Class periods vary depending on the 
session in which the child is enrolled. 

Kindergarten – 5th Grade – The regular school day consists of seven periods. 

Upper School – In a regular five day week, the middle and high school schedule includes one eight period day 
(usually on Mondays) and four block days that include four longer periods plus one extra single period. This extra 
single period is for Advisory, Community Meeting, Office Hours/BOOST, or Assemblies. Advisory is a time for 
smaller groups of students to meet with their Advisor. Community Meeting is a time for each division to come 
together to build camaraderie and share announcements about past and upcoming events. Office Hours/BOOST 
is a time for students to meet with teachers for extra support, make up tests, or have quiet study time. 
Assemblies are regularly scheduled throughout each month and attendance is required.  
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Arrival & Dismissal 

Safety is a top priority when dropping off or picking up students! Parents and staff modeling good, safe behavior 
is important in teaching our students. Please do not use cell phones while driving on campus. Families with 
students in kindergarten or higher are encouraged to use the drop off and pick up lane rather than parking and 
walking in from the parking lot. The parking lot is very busy and it is safer for students to be dropped off and 
picked up at the curb.  

Promptness is vital. Students need to be in their classrooms and ready for school on time. Late arrivals disrupt 
the entire class and infringe on everyone’s learning experience. Students arriving after the start time will be 
marked tardy, and tardies will be reflected on report cards. 

Please find specific details regarding arrival and dismissal instructions on the Oakwood Family Portal for the 
specific procedures for Preschool & Junior Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle School, and High School, as well as 
our expectations for Safe and Neighborly driving.  

Attendance 

Regular Attendance 

A successful Oakwood education is the product of many factors, including classroom activities, students’ work 
outside of class, and appropriate parent support. A student’s regular attendance is key to achieving this success; 
therefore, repeated or extended absenteeism may result in a student’s dismissal or loss of credit for a course. 
Oakwood expects families to make every effort to minimize their child’s absences so they can benefit from the 
classroom activities. 

Attendance Policies and Expectations 

Lower School 

Attendance is taken first thing in the morning in Lower School, within the first 30 minutes of the day. A late 
student may not be admitted to class without a tardy slip from the office.  

If your child is ill or will be missing school for an appointment, please submit a Student Logistics Request 
(absence notification) within 30 minutes of the start of school. No distinction is made between “excused” and 
“unexcused” absences. 

Upper School 

In the Upper School, attendance is taken at the start of the day and during each subsequent class period. No 
distinction is made between "excused" and "unexcused" absences. We believe that consistent and timely daily 
attendance is an essential component of full participation in the Oakwood program and also acknowledge that 
students may, for any number of reasons, occasionally miss all or part of a school day. To that end, students and 
parents/guardians should expect to be contacted by the school if a student's pattern of attendance is of 
concern. 

Students and parents/guardians should also note that the Upper School utilizes attendance thresholds for the 
purpose of granting credit in any given course. Students can miss up to ten class meetings in a semester (seven 
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in a trimester) or twenty class meetings in a yearlong course, at which point they may be asked to withdraw from 
the course, may have their letter grade changed to Pass/Fail, may no longer be eligible for credit, and/or may 
have their enrollment contract withheld for the following academic year. (Absences that result from a religious 
observance, a documented medical condition, or participation in a school-sponsored activity such as a single- 
or multi-day field trip or athletic competition, do not count toward a student's ten class meetings threshold.) 

All Divisions 

In all divisions, students must attend a minimum of half of their classes on a given day to participate in after 
school activities, unless authorized otherwise by the principal. This includes athletic practices and games, as 
well as music or drama rehearsals and performances. 

Students who miss school due to an illness for five consecutive days or more need to provide a doctor’s note 
supporting the absence when returning to school. While this does not require a doctor’s visit in every case, it 
presumes a conversation with the doctor’s office regarding the illness, and it provides the school with the 
assurances that the illness is no longer communicable and that the child may safely return to school. 

Reporting an Absence in Attendance 

Parents are required to notify the school if their child is ill or will be missing school for an appointment by 
submitting the Attendance: Student Logistics Request within 30 minutes of the start of school on the day of the 
absence.  

Students are expected to stay home if they are ill. Upper school students are expected to communicate with 
their teachers and principal in advance of planned absences.                                                                                                        

Making Up Missed Work 

If a student has a brief absence (e.g., minor illness or single day of travel), they are expected to submit any 
homework assignment due on the day of that absence the next time that class meets upon the student’s return 
to school. Work submitted after that time is considered late and is subject to the individual teacher’s policy 
regarding accepting and/or penalizing late work. Teachers are not obligated to allow students to make up missed 
in-class assignments.   

If the student is absent for a prolonged period of time (e.g., significant illness), arrangements should be made 
with each teacher to establish a reasonable schedule for makeup assignments. Please note that the teachers 
may have different policies for allowing credit for late work. Students are responsible for any communication 
regarding makeup work and should not rely on reminders from their teachers. 

If upper school students need homework assignments during an absence, they should rely on assignments 
posted on Veracross. Students should also communicate with teachers via email if questions arise about 
assignments. 

Students arriving late or leaving early are expected to turn in all assignments due that day, even for classes they 
do not attend. If a student cannot locate a particular teacher to submit work, they can deliver their assignments 
to the office. 
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Planned Absence 

We discourage planned absences such as vacations or trips during the school year. Medical and dental 
appointments should be scheduled outside of school hours if possible. 

●​ Teachers are not required to have work ready for a student to take with him or her during a planned 
absence.  

●​ Parents of students who know about the planned absence before they leave are responsible for notifying 
the office that they will be gone, and students are expected to let their teachers know. 

●​ If a test or project was assigned before the student left, the student is responsible for taking it or turning 
it in immediately upon return, if not before. 

Parents are strongly encouraged to check the School Calendar on the Family Portal to avoid scheduling family 
trips during school time, as these are not excused absences. 

Curriculum: Core, Enrichment, & Elective Classes 

Core Classes 

The curriculum at Oakwood has been selected and developed in order to facilitate high-quality learning. Our 
teachers also adapt the basic curriculum to meet their students’ abilities and learning preferences. Our teachers 
work diligently to differentiate the curriculum according to the interests, abilities, and learning styles of their 
students. 

All lower school core teachers work collaboratively to present a unified teaching team. Across each grade level, 
they teach the same curriculum, while incorporating their individual styles. Teachers collaborate and compromise 
while creating lesson plans, homework, assessments, and special events so students in both classes have an 
equal experience. Upper school classes are taught by subject area specialists who cooperate and collaborate 
within grade levels and departments. 

Preschool/Junior Kindergarten  

Oakwood’s preschool and junior kindergarten curriculum is a proven readiness program based on a sequence of 
skills, and it supports the development of the whole child, emphasizing social, intellectual, emotional, and 
physical growth. Subject areas include language arts, math, history, science, art, discovery time, and physical 
education.  

Elementary 

The core classes are language arts, math, and history. 

Middle School  

Core classes are literature, writing, math, history, science, and PE. 

Additional required course: Public Speaking (1 trimester of qualifying courses) 
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High School 

 

Graduation Requirement Units 

English 
Must include Genres of Literature (10), British Literature (10), American Literature (10), 
World Literature (10), Freshman Writing (5), and Junior Writing (5). 

50 

Social Sciences 
Must include World Cultures (10), European History (10), U.S. History (10), American 
Government (5), and Economics (5). 

40 

Mathematics 
Students must complete coursework through Algebra II, and take a minimum of three 
years of math. Each year-long math course is (10) credit hours. 

30 

Science 
Must include Conceptual Physics with lab (10), Chemistry with lab (10), and Biology with 
lab (10). 

30 

World Languages 
Must include 30 units in the same language. 

30 

Visual or Performing Arts 
Studio Art (10), Theatrical Production (10), or Music Courses (10). 

10 

Physical Education 
Two years or equivalent if participating in school athletics. (2 credits per semester) 

8 

Electives 
Courses vary by year. 

35 

Service Learning 
Must include a minimum of 20 hours/year. 

80 hours 

Total Units Required 233 

 

Enrichment & Elective Classes 

One of Oakwood’s distinguishing features is its broad enrichment program. Not only do students receive a 
rigorous traditional education in core subjects, they also participate in courses designed to enrich their basic 
learning. Although these classes are not referred to as “core,” they are a critical part of the Oakwood program. 
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Specialist teachers provide a developmental physical education curriculum, beginning with motor movement in 
the early childhood years and spanning the grades with continuous development of individual skills. Similarly, 
talented specialist teachers provide a wide variety of experiences in drama, music, art, science, foreign 
language, technology, and other elective selections. 

Character education, conflict resolution, and health are infused throughout the curriculum. The lower school core 
teachers and the upper school Advisors teach character education and health. The concepts are also reinforced 
across the curriculum. 

Preschool/Junior Kindergarten Enrichment – Preschool and Junior Kindergarten enrichment classes include 
musical movement and library.   

Elementary Enrichment – these include science, technology, music, art, PE, and library. Students in first 
through fifth grade also participate in drama. 

Upper School Electives – students may request their electives. Classes vary by year and may require 
prerequisites or auditions. 

Grading Policies 

Oakwood uses formal grading reports as a general indication of the growth each student is making. The focus is 
on the progress a student is experiencing, not only along grade level standards, but also in terms of their own 
strengths and growth areas. You will also receive informal feedback about your student, as needed. Parents of 
4th – 12th grade students are encouraged to view their child’s Veracross grade book regularly on the Family 
Portal for current grade standings.  

As always, should you have any questions or concerns about your child’s report card, you are invited to contact 
the teacher via phone or email. An appointment for a conference can also be scheduled. 

Preschool and Junior Kindergarten 

Students in Preschool and Junior Kindergarten are assessed continually for a variety of academic and 
developmentally appropriate skills. Written progress reports are available at the end of each trimester. 

Kindergarten - 5th Grade 

Students receive report cards three times a year beginning in Kindergarten. Number grades are given through 5th 

grade, and letter grades are introduced in certain subjects in 4th grade. 

Formal Reporting Periods for grades K-5: 

●​ October: Parent/Teacher Conference 
●​ End of 1st trimester: First Trimester Report Card 
●​ End of 2nd trimester: Second Trimester Report Card 
●​ March: Parent/Teacher Conference 
●​ End of 3rd trimester: Third Trimester Report Card 

For grades K-5, number grades do not correlate to letter grades. Rather, they are an indication of how a child is 
progressing in each area. Next is a brief description of each number: 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 19 

https://www.oakwoodway.org/family-portal
https://www.oakwoodway.org/family-portal
https://www.oakwoodway.org/about/directory
https://www.oakwoodway.org/about/directory
http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

4. ​ Exceeds expectations – The student is exceeding grade-level and teacher expectations in this area. 
The student is working beyond what is expected in ability and/or effort. Receiving a “4” is out of the 
ordinary. 

3. ​ Meets expectations – The student is meeting grade-level and teacher expectations in this area. 
Receiving a “3” indicates that the student is right where he or she should be. Students can feel proud of 
this grade. 

2. ​ Progressing towards expectations – The student is progressing towards grade level and teacher 
expectations in this area. The student is working to meet expectations but may be struggling. If a “2” is 
given, the teacher is encouraging more focus in this area. 

1. ​ Needs additional practice – The student is not meeting grade-level or teacher expectations and needs 
more practice in this area. If a “1” is given, the teacher is concerned with the student’s progress. Parents 
are encouraged to set up a conference. 

Parents who have any questions or concerns about a given grade may call or email the appropriate teacher to 
set up a conference. The teachers welcome and expect parent partnership and are very responsive to such 
inquiries. 

Middle School 

Students in middle school receive report cards three times a year. 

Formal Reporting Periods for middle school: 

●​ October: Parent/Teacher Conference 
●​ End of 1st trimester: First Trimester Report Card 
●​ End of 2nd trimester: Second Trimester Report Card 
●​ March: Parent/Teacher Conference 
●​ End of 3rd trimester: Third Trimester Report Card 

Middle school students receive letter grades for each class. The student’s trimester Grade Point Average (GPA) is 
printed on the report card. The four-point grading scale, course weighting and honor roll are as follows: 

A = 4.00​ ​  

A- = 3.70 

B+ = 3.30​ ​  

B = 3.00 ​ ​  

B- = 2.70 

C+ = 2.30 ​ ​  

C = 2.00 ​ ​  

C- = 1.70 

D+ = 1.30 ​ ​  

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 20 

http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

D = 1.00 ​ ​  

D- = 0.70 

F = 0.00 

Weighting: 

●​ Core = 2 
●​ P.E. and Electives = 1 (except Study Smarts classes, which have a weight of 0) 

Honor Roll: 

●​ Honor Roll – 3.40 – 3.69 
●​ High Honor Roll – 3.70 and above 

High School 

Students in the high school receive report cards twice per year.  

Formal Reporting Periods for high school: 

●​ October: Parent/Teacher Conference 
●​ End of 1st semester: Semester 1 Report Card 
●​ March: Parent/Teacher Conference 
●​ End of 2nd semester: Semester 2 Report Card 

High School Grading Policy 

Grade​ ​ ​ Score​ ​ ​ GPA 

A​ ​ ​ 93-100​ ​ ​ 4.00 

A-​ ​ ​ 90-92​ ​ ​ 3.70 

B+​ ​ ​ 87-89​ ​ ​ 3.30 

B​ ​ ​ 83-86​ ​ ​ 3.00 

B-​ ​ ​ 80-82​ ​ ​ 2.70 

C+​ ​ ​ 77-79​ ​ ​ 2.30 

C​ ​ ​ 73-76​ ​ ​ 2.00 

C-​ ​ ​ 70-72​ ​ ​ 1.70 

D+​ ​ ​ 67-69​ ​ ​ 1.30 

D​ ​ ​ 63-66​ ​ ​ 1.00 

D-​ ​ ​ 60-62​ ​ ​ 0.70 

F​ ​ ​ 0-59​ ​ ​ 0.00 
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Honor Roll: 

●​ Honor Roll – 3.40 – 3.69 
●​ High Honor Roll – 3.70 and above 

Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors (H) courses receive an additional one-point bonus in the weighted grade 
point average calculation. Students do not receive course credit for grades of F or Fail. 

Upper School Grading Turnaround 

Faculty are expected to post grades for completed assignments, projects, and assessments to Veracross within 
a reasonable time frame to provide students and families with timely feedback on academic progress and to 
support a consistent and transparent grading system. All required assignments should have an assigned point 
value. For routine and small assignments, grades are expected to be posted within one week of the assignment's 
due date. For large assignments, projects, and assessments, it is expected that grades will be posted within two 
weeks of the assignment's due date. 

Homework Policies 

Homework plays an important part in school. When given regularly, it helps the student develop responsibility for 
work away from the school environment. Homework allows for extra practice of skills being developed in class, 
allows for independent research, and builds time management skills. It also assists parents in monitoring how 
their child approaches independent work. 

Because we know the value of family time, we do not assign homework over long vacation breaks in K-8. This 
means that major projects will not be due, and tests will not be scheduled the first part of the week after a break. 
Teachers may offer extra credit, and students should be aware that extra credit work is not required. 

Homework Practices 

Homework is given on a consistent basis in all grades. The student knows what to expect on each evening of the 
week. 

●​ Grades 2 - 5 are required to keep a daily assignment book (planner). 
●​ Homework assignments for upper school students are posted on Veracross, except in the case of 

last-minute changes made in class, which should be noted by the students. 

Time Requirements 

Teachers plan together in order to set a homework framework that encompasses all subjects, as necessary, 
without overwhelming the student.  

●​ Kindergarten has 10-15 minutes of homework and reading each night. 
●​ Beginning in 1st Grade, homework time is approximately 10 minutes per grade level plus 20 minutes of 

reading each night, through 5th grade.  
●​ Weekend homework does not begin until 5th Grade. 
●​ In middle school, a reasonable homework load is typically around one to two hours per night. 
●​ For high school students, homework varies depending upon the course load and number of 

Honors/Advanced Placement classes. 
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It is important to remember that the length of time it takes to complete assigned homework will vary from student 
to student. It is suggested that students note the time it took to complete the assignment in their planners, 
especially if a student seems to be having trouble balancing their homework load. Please communicate with the 
student’s teacher or Advisor if the amount of work is not in line with the above guidelines. 

Student Support Resources 

It’s natural to be concerned when your student is struggling. You can best help your student by responding in a 
positive, supportive, and attentive manner. Persistent or severe struggles should be brought to the attention of 
the school to empower a partnership that can help bring resolution. 

Preschool/Junior Kindergarten 

Contact your child’s teacher via phone or email and set up an appointment, if your teacher feels it is warranted. 
The teacher may already have spotted the issue and may be working on it. Pick up and drop off times are not 
appropriate times to discuss student issues. If your child is struggling with behavioral issues, please see the 
Lower School Student Expectations in the appendix. 

Elementary 

In elementary school, the first person you should consult is the teacher of the subject where your child is 
struggling. For broader issues, your child’s core teacher is the best place to start. They may already have spotted 
the issue and may be working on it. There is a defined procedure to support struggling students, and you can 
discuss the details with your student’s classroom teacher. If your child is struggling with behavioral issues, 
please see the Lower School Student Expectations in the appendix. 

Middle School 

If your middle school student is struggling, encourage them to seek help from the teacher. Teachers are readily 
available to provide additional support, and it is in the student’s best interest to learn to take the initiative to seek 
help when needed. Parents are encouraged to regularly view their child’s Veracross grade book on the Family 
Portal for current grade standings.  

At times, parents will want to contact the teacher to gain greater insight or share background details that may 
help the student. If your child is struggling in one particular class, contact that teacher. If it appears to be a 
broader issue, consult your student’s Advisor. The Middle School Oakwood Student Success Program (OSSP) 
may be used to help struggling students. The Student Support Counselor and Middle School Head also work 
with struggling students (academic and/or behavioral) and their parents to help them meet school expectations 
and set personal goals for success at school.  

BOOST: BOOST is a scheduled study session held once per week and is a time for middle school students to 
meet with teachers for extra support, make up tests, or have quiet study time. Teachers may also require 
students to attend. 
 
After School Office Hours: Middle school teachers set aside Thursdays from 3:30-4:00 pm for after school 
support - called Office Hours. This is a time for students to meet with teachers to ask questions, receive 
additional support, or make up tests. While making an appointment with the teacher ahead of time is helpful, it is 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 23 

https://www.oakwoodway.org/about/directory
https://www.oakwoodway.org/about/directory
https://www.oakwoodway.org/family-portal
https://www.oakwoodway.org/family-portal
http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

not required, and students may drop in to teachers’ classrooms during this time for help or conversation.  
Teachers may also require students to attend. 
 
Light Bulb Lab: Drop-in after school academic support for all middle school students is provided at no cost in 
Room 15 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 3:30-4:45 pm. At Light Bulb Lab, students receive 
personalized assistance and targeted instruction. Students on the academic deficiency list may be required to 
attend Light Bulb Lab. Led by a middle school faculty member, Light Bulb Lab fosters academic growth and 
sparks confidence, illuminating the path to success for every student. 
 
Math Lab: Drop-in after school math support for middle school students is provided on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays from 3:30-4:15 pm. Math Lab provides a welcoming space for students to work on their math 
homework and receive assistance from high school math faculty members. Students on the math deficiency list 
may be required to attend Math Lab. This supportive environment ensures that every student receives the help 
they need in math, whether it’s understanding challenging concepts, preparing for exams, or completing 
assignments. 

High School​  

High School is a time when students should be in the habit of routinely seeking teachers’ help when needed. 
This can be done in class, or outside of class. At times, parents will want to contact the teacher to gain greater 
insight or share background or details that may help the student. If your child is struggling in one particular class, 
contact that teacher. If it appears to be a broader issue, consult your student’s Advisor. The Dean of Students, 
Student Support Counselor, and High School Principal also work with struggling students (academic and/or 
behavioral) and their parents to help them meet school expectations and set personal goals for success at 
school. Please see our High School Academic Probation Policy in the appendix.​
​
Office Hours: High school teachers have dedicated office hours on 5-8 Days (generally Wednesdays unless 
there is a special schedule) from 10:04-10:40 am and after school on Thursdays from 3:30-4:00 pm to support 
students. This is a time for students to meet with teachers to ask questions, receive additional support, or make 
up tests. While making an appointment with the teacher ahead of time is helpful, it is not required, and students 
may drop in to teachers’ classrooms during this time for help or conversation. Teachers may also require 
struggling students to attend. 

Math Lab: Drop-in after school math support for high school students is provided on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays from 3:30-4:15 pm. Math Lab provides a welcoming space for students to work on their math 
homework and receive assistance from a mathematics faculty member. Students on the math deficiency list may 
be required to attend Math Lab. This supportive environment ensures that every student receives the help they 
need in math, whether it’s understanding challenging concepts, preparing for exams, or completing 
assignments. 

Student Support Counselor 

Oakwood recognizes that a key component of a student’s success is their social-emotional wellbeing. The 
Student Support Counselor at Oakwood is available to both students and families. These services are offered 
when there is an identified need for the counselor to support a student regarding important academic, personal, 
social, or developmental issues. Counseling regarding an identified concern takes place at the request of the 
student, family, or administration. Counseling services include the following: 
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●​ Support to students with identified Learning Differences and oversight of their related academic 
accommodations. 

●​ Appointments to discuss time management, challenges with specific classes, and conflicts with school 
friends. 

●​ Consultation at the parent’s request regarding a concern that may be impacting their student’s success 
on campus. 

●​ Crisis intervention related to issues that endanger the welfare of the student. 
●​ Support to families that are experiencing grief, loss, or other personal crises within the family system that 

impact the student. 
●​ Referrals to community resources to support students and/or families who need regular, on-going 

support. 
●​ Please note that the Counselor’s role is to intervene and/or monitor students who may need support with 

issues that occur at school or are directly related to school. As such, the Counselor is not able to provide 
regular, ongoing therapy.  

*Confidentiality between the Counselor and student is strictly maintained, unless otherwise required by California 
state law. 

*Breach of confidentiality would occur to report child abuse, neglect, or danger to self and others. 

Behavioral Struggles 

Oakwood expects that all members of its community will appreciate the value of the school’s culture. Kindness, 
respect, dignity, and courtesy are hallmarks of the Oakwood community. The school has established policies 
against harassment, discrimination, bullying, and retaliation and expects that students will adhere to the school’s 
code of conduct.  

Beyond the Curriculum 

Technology 

Oakwood values technology as a tool to enhance educational opportunities. Upper school students are 
expected to bring their own laptops to school each day. Please reference the Student Technology and Social 
Media Use Policy for both middle and high school for full details on the expectations of students. 

The school also utilizes many powerful technology tools in order to meet the needs of educators and students. 
Additionally, there are iPads, cameras, and video cameras available which may be checked out by classroom 
teachers for use both for recording student presentations and for use by students.  

All 3rd - 12th grade students are provided an Oakwood Google account that includes Gmail and Google Apps. 
Additionally, students in grades 6 through 12 are given a Microsoft 365 account that provides access to 
Microsoft Office. A generous amount of storage is included in the Google account, and students can access 
these platforms from home. However, these are school accounts, so students should not view them as private 
since the school may inspect these accounts at any time. Students who do not follow the guidelines may have 
their accounts suspended and be subject to further discipline. 

Please review the Student Technology and Social Media Use Policy 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 25 

http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

Field Trips 

Class field trips are a rich part of the Oakwood experience. Increasing in length and sophistication as the 
students mature, field trips provide insight into and increased enjoyment of the curriculum. Being a chaperone on 
a day field trip is a nice way for parents to get involved, and your help is greatly appreciated. If you volunteer to 
drive students or chaperone, we ask that you please make other arrangements for younger siblings. 

Overnight field trips begin in fourth grade when students enjoy both science and history-related trips. A highlight 
of the middle school experience is the eighth-grade trip to the East Coast to visit Washington D.C., New York 
City, and Boston. In high school, international trips are planned and open to all high school students. The trips 
vary from year to year, and past groups have traveled to many different destinations, such as China, Costa Rica, 
England, France, Italy,Greece, the Galapagos Islands, and Japan.  

Although the field trips are not mandatory, they are a key part of the Oakwood experience and provide significant 
exposure and social value for the students. The school makes every effort possible to make sure all have the 
chance to attend. 

Dates vary from year to year and are published on the school calendar in August. Costs are announced well 
before they are due. For reference, previous field trip costs have ranged from $590-$1,300 in 4th through 7th 
grades and $3,500-$4,600 in 8th grade and high school. 

Library 

The library is located in the Main Office building. 

Lower school classes have a regularly scheduled time in the school library. There are also book-related programs 
and events for our families. Upper school students are also welcome to use the library. 

●​ Birthday Book Program - You are encouraged to donate a book to the Birthday Book Program for your 
child’s birthday or half-birthday. The book you donate will be embellished with a book plate telling 
readers of your donation in your child’s name. It will be gift-wrapped and delivered at school to your 
child on their day (or as close as we can get!). Your child will get first priority reading it, and when they 
are done, the book goes to the library for others to read as part of the permanent collection. A great way 
to encourage reading and leave a little legacy on our library shelves! 

●​ Book Exchange - The library also usually sponsors a book exchange in conjunction with the Spring 
Showcase. If you have books in good condition that your students have outgrown, please consider 
donating them to the book exchange to trade them for books that are more suitable for your student’s 
current reading level. 

Upper school students also have access to JSTOR, a digital library of up-to-date academic journals, books, and 
primary sources, and all students have access to WorldBook Online which provides access to worldwide news 
publications, government links from numerous countries, and multimedia reference materials. 

 Student Leadership 

Middle and high school students may run for office and participate in student government. 
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●​ The Middle School Council (MSC) consists of elected sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students. 
Elections are held in the spring for the following school year. In addition to its leadership role, MSC also 
plans, decorates, and runs the middle school dances and socials. 

●​ The High School Student Council (HSSC) coordinates a variety of activities for students in grades 9-12, 
including social and service learning events. Officer elections are held in the spring for the following 
school year, and elections for class representatives are held at the beginning of the school year.  

Ambassadors 

All new-to-Oakwood students in grades 6-12 are paired with returning Oakwood students who serve as 
Admissions Ambassadors. The ambassadors serve as a resource at the start of the school year to help 
new-to-Oakwood students acclimate and feel welcomed. 

Buddy Program 

As one of the many benefits of having students from Preschool through High School all on one campus, 
Oakwood has a robust Buddy System, matching young students with older students each year so that students 
can establish relationships with students of different ages and grades. The buddy program is part of building a 
culture of kindness and caring. 

Outside of School Programs 

After School Drama – High School 

High school students interested in performing in the Spring Musical are encouraged to audition. Rehearsal and 
performance schedules are announced in advance to students. 

After School Interscholastic Athletics (Upper School) 

Oakwood fields many sports teams every year in both middle school and high school. Participation in athletic 
programs is open to all eligible students, with the intention that the program be both inclusive and competitive. In 
order to be eligible to participate in athletic programs, students must maintain minimum academic standards. 
Announcements will be made about team sign-ups.  

Every student on an athletic team and their parents are required to submit documents and form 
acknowledgments through Magnus Health, including a Consent to Participate and Waiver and Release Form 
signed by the parents, and provide a signed acknowledgment of the student’s obligations to comply with all 
athletic program rules and policies. A student’s Magnus Health documentation must be current before 
participating in practices, games, and any other athletic team activities. For more on Magnus Health, please see 
“What is Magnus Health?”. 

Oakwood High School teams are members of the Pacific Coast Athletic League (PCAL) of the Central Coast 
Section (CCS) of the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF). 

Most Oakwood teams are “no cut” teams, meaning that no one who fulfills player responsibilities will be dropped 
from the teams. Students who sign up should be serious about playing. The rewards of learning skills and 
teamwork are worth the effort to participate in practices and games. There is no additional cost for joining a 
team, except for the Cheer Team due to individually fitted uniforms and training camp. Go Hawks! 
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Sportsmanship 

Our student athletes exemplify the highest standards of sportsmanship. We are very proud of the many 
compliments they receive from opposing coaches and officials in this area. We expect all present or participating 
in these games – coaches, parents, students, and spectators—to exhibit this same level of sportsmanship.  

Concussion Policy 

In the event that a student sustains or is suspected of sustaining a concussion or a head injury while 
participating in an athletic activity, the student will be immediately removed from the athletic activity for the 
remainder of the day. The student-athlete will be prohibited from returning to the athletic activity until they have 
been evaluated by a licensed healthcare provider trained in the management of concussions and acting within 
the scope of their practice. The student-athlete must receive written clearance from the licensed health care 
provider to return to the athletic activity. 

If the licensed health care provider determines that the student sustained a concussion or other head injury, the 
student must also complete a graduated return-to-play (“RTP”) protocol of no less than seven days in duration 
under the supervision of a licensed health care provider before competing in an athletic activity. 

Eligibility 

Oakwood believes in the value of academics and athletics for our student-athletes. Student-athletes must 
maintain appropriate academic standards in order to participate in athletics.  

Middle School: A student is ineligible to participate in athletics if they have three (3) or more grades below 70% 
(D) or any single grade below 60% (F). Students and families are notified in advance if there is a potential 
eligibility concern. Once a student is notified, they have two weeks to bring up their grades before becoming 
ineligible. If the student's grades remain below these standards at the specified date, they will be ineligible to 
participate in practices and games until grades improve. Grades are checked weekly. 

High School: Eligibility for high school athletics is considered within the High School Academic Probation Policy.  

Do you like to coach? 

Oakwood invites family members to volunteer to coach Oakwood sports teams. It’s a wonderful way to get 
involved with our amazing students. Call or email the Athletic Director to discuss your preferences for 
volunteering to coach. 

Before and After School  

Programs for Preschool – 8th Grade 

Oakwood’s Before and After School Recreation programs provide a second home for students to take advantage 
of an extended school day while still enjoying some of the comforts of home. In addition to snacks, crafts, 
cooking, and play, students participate in a structured program based on their age and which session they 
attend. Older students also have the opportunity to work on homework. Whether your schedule requires 
childcare for the whole year, a few days a week, or just once in a while, Oakwood ensures an educational, safe, 
enjoyable, and convenient place for your child. 
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Before School Recreation is available from 7:00 to 8:15 am each school day. Students must enroll in this 
program or submit a Drop-in After School Recreation Request (subject to availability). All preschool and junior 
kindergarten students must be signed in upon arrival. Staff will sign in kindergarten through 8th grade students 
reporting to Before School Recreation. Students arriving after 8:00 am do not enroll in Before School Recreation. 
Middle school students arriving during the same time as the lower school arrival time (8:00-8:15 am) are 
expected to go to the Student Center in the Liberal Arts Center, and will be released at 8:15 am to go to classes.  

After School Recreation is available after the end of the school day for students in preschool through 8th grade 
until 6:00 pm. Students must enroll in this program or submit a Drop-in After School Recreation Request (subject 
to availability). Middle school students not attending a game or other supervised activity may be required to 
attend After School Recreation if not picked up by the time that other students have left campus. An authorized 
adult is required to sign out at pick-up. If someone other than a parent will be picking up, the office must be 
notified in advance or it should be pre-authorized via Veracross. 

Often, our young students are having such a good time at After School Recreation that they are reluctant to leave 
when a parent arrives at pick-up. The ensuing ‘conversation’ is often distracting and upsetting to other children, 
as well as diverting the staff from their important task of keeping watch on all of their charges. It is for these 
reasons that: 

●​ Children and their belongings should be collected and removed from campus within 5-10 minutes at 
pick-up time. 

●​ Facilities and playground are not for after pick-up use.  
●​ Designated before and after school rooms should not be used as a social gathering place for parents.  
●​ If your child lobbies to stay longer, remember that it is ALWAYS best to leave them wanting more. 

A $1.00 per minute late charge will be applied for late pick-up beginning at 1:05 pm, 3:20 pm, 3:45 pm, and 6:00 
pm. Children who are not signed in as drop-in visitors will be charged $1.00 per minute if they attend After 
School Recreation. 

Families using visitor after-school programs must sign up for FACTS Management payment service. 

Middle School Students 

Middle students are allowed to remain on campus to attend scheduled after school events that begin shortly 
after the school day, including sports games. Students are expected to remain in the area of the activity and not 
roam the campus. There is no supervision of middle school students after 3:45 pm unless they are participating 
in a school-sponsored activity. The school is not responsible for unsupervised students before 8:00 am or after 
3:45 pm that are not signed into care. Middle school students may remain on campus unsupervised until 15 
minutes after the end of an event they are attending. On school days, the office is closed for the day at 3:45 pm. 

High School Students 

For high school students who are on campus before or after school hours, which are 8:30 am to 3:30 pm, there is 
no supervision unless they are participating in a school-sponsored activity. The school is not responsible for 
unsupervised students before 8:30 am or after 3:30 pm. High school students may remain on campus 
unsupervised until sunset or until 15 minutes after the end of an event. On school days, the high school office is 
closed for the day at 4:00 pm. The Student Center is locked at 5:30 pm. 
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First Friday Late Start 

On days with the First Friday Late Start schedule (please refer to the Upper School Bell Schedule for the list of 
specific days), Upper School students are not required to be on campus until their first class begins at 9:10 am. 
For students arriving between 8:00 and 9:00 am, designated areas are available for studying. 

Clubs – High School 

Oakwood supports a variety of co-curricular activities to enrich the overall experience for our students. The 
primary purposes of these programs are to provide opportunities for smaller groups to come together to learn 
about a special topic or develop a particular skill. Participation in these activities is optional, and most clubs 
meet during lunch.  

Independent P.E. for High School Students 

High school students who have heavy athletic commitments outside of Oakwood may enroll in Independent 
Physical Education which will allow them to complete their four semesters requirement for PE. Students must 
provide the Athletic Director with the name of their coach or trainer (this may not be a parent or other relative) 
and the type of activity. The Athletic Director will then send the student a contract, which needs to be signed by 
the student, a parent, and the coach or trainer. The student is expected to submit on a weekly basis each 
Monday the hours (along with a verifying signature) to the Veracross dropbox. Students are expected to 
accumulate a minimum of 50 hours per semester in order to receive credit. 
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Core Policies 

Non-Discriminatory Policy 

Oakwood admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin or ancestry, religion, disability, gender, 
gender identity or expression or sexual orientation to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national or ethnic origin or ancestry, religion, disability, gender, gender identity or expression or sexual 
orientation, in administration of its educational or admissions policies or its financial aid, athletics, or other 
school-administered programs. 

Harassment, Discrimination, and Retaliation Prevention Policy 

Oakwood School is committed to maintaining a working and educational environment that is free of harassment, 
including sexual harassment, discrimination, and retaliation. This may include behavior that occurs off-campus, 
or via social media or other electronic communications, that impacts or affects the school community. Violations 
of this policy will not be tolerated and will result in corrective action, up to and including expulsion from the 
school.  

Harassment 

This policy prohibits harassment based on actual or perceived sex, race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, 
sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, medical condition, marital status, gender identity, gender 
expression, age (40 and over), military and veteran status, or any other basis protected by federal, state or local 
law (“Protected Classifications”), as applicable, or association with an individual who has an actual or perceived 
protected classification. This policy prohibits both harassment by students and parents towards students and 
employees, and harassment by others in the community towards students and employees. Harassment violates 
this policy and will not be tolerated. Harassing conduct by students or parents will result in appropriate corrective 
action, and corrective action includes discipline up to and including suspension or expulsion from school. 
Harassment of students by employees will result in appropriate corrective action, up to and including termination 
of employment, and is addressed in a separate policy in the Employee Handbook.   

Examples include, but are not limited to:  

Examples of Harassment 

Harassment can take many forms and may include verbal, physical, or visual conduct.   

●​ Verbal, written, and visual harassment includes: making disparaging statements, telling jokes, using 
epithets, slurs, stereotypes, insults, or labels based on an individual’s Protected Classification(s), threats 
of physical harm, or statements designed to intimidate, abuse or humiliate another, whether 
communicated verbally, in writing, electronically or in posters, cartoons, drawings or gestures. This may 
include comments on appearance, including dress or physical features, or dress consistent with gender 
identification, or stories and jokes, focusing on race, national origin, religion or other Protected 
Classifications identified below in this policy. 

●​ Physical harassment includes: intimidating conduct, such as touching of a person or a person’s 
property, hazing, assault, grabbing, stalking or blocking or impeding a person’s movement. 
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Examples of Sexual Harassment 

California Education Code section 212.5 defines sexual harassment as any unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, and other verbal, visual, or physical conduct of a sexual nature made by someone 
from or in the work or educational setting, under any of the following conditions: 

●​ Submission to the conduct is explicitly or implicitly made a term or a condition of an individual’s 
employment, academic status, or progress. 

●​ Submission to, or rejection of, the conduct by the individual is used as the basis of employment or 
academic decisions affecting the individual. 

●​ The conduct has the purpose or effect of having a negative impact upon the individual’s work or 
academic performance, or of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive work or educational 
environment. 

●​ Submission to, or rejection of, the conduct by the individual is used as the basis for any decision 
affecting the individual regarding benefits and services, honors, programs, or activities available at or 
through the educational institution. 

●​ Sexually harassing conduct can occur between individuals of the same or different gender. 
●​ Sexual harassment may include, but is not limited to:  

○​ Unwelcome verbal or written conduct, including by notes, letters, e-mails, text messages, social 
media postings, such as suggestive comments, derogatory comments, sexual innuendos, slurs, 
or unwanted sexual advances, invitations, or comments, pestering for dates, making threats, 
spreading rumors about or rating others as to sexual activity or performance.  

○​ Unwelcome visual conduct such as displays of sexually suggestive objects, pictures, posters, 
written material, cartoons, or drawings, graffiti of a sexual nature, or use of obscene gestures or 
leering. 

○​ Unwelcome physical conduct such as unwanted touching, pinching, kissing, patting, hugging, 
blocking of normal movement, assault, or interference with work or study directed at an 
individual because of the individual's sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, or gender 
expression.  

○​ Threats and demands or pressure to submit to sexual requests in order to keep employment or 
academic standing or to avoid other loss and offers of benefits in return for sexual favors.  

Complaint Procedure 

Students or parents who believe that they have experienced, witnessed, or have relevant information about 
harassment should immediately report the matter to the school, either orally or in writing. Students and parents 
may report the matter to the Head of School, an administrator, or their teacher. Alternatively, students and 
parents may choose to report harassment or retaliation to any other employee of the school with whom they are 
comfortable, such as a counselor or coach, all of whom must report the matter to the Head of School under this 
policy. While the school does not limit the time frame for reporting, immediate reporting is important as the 
school may not be able to investigate as thoroughly or consider as a wide range of corrective actions the longer 
the time that has passed between the alleged misconduct and the report.  

Interim Measures 

The school may provide appropriate interim support and reasonable protective measures, if and as needed 
based on the particular applicable circumstances, to protect against further acts of harassment or acts of 
retaliation, to provide a safe educational environment, or to protect the integrity of an investigation. The school 
will, in its sole judgment and discretion, determine the necessity and scope of any interim measures.  
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Investigation Process 

Upon receipt of a report of alleged harassment and any related initial inquiries, the school may request 
clarification or conduct an initial inquiry, to determine whether the oral report or written complaint alleges a 
potential violation of this policy. To request clarification or conduct an initial inquiry, the Head of School, or her 
designee, may meet with the individual(s) who made the report or that was reportedly subjected to conduct that 
violates this policy. 

If the school has determined that the report pertains to behavior that may be in violation of this policy, the school 
will undertake an investigation related to the reported conduct. Any investigation may be conducted by 
designated school personnel or by an outside investigator, in the school’s sole discretion. 

Students and parents are expected to cooperate in any investigation as needed. Any individual who is 
interviewed during the course of an investigation is prohibited from discussing the substance of the interview, 
except as otherwise directed by the investigator or the Head of School, as necessary in relation to any 
administrative or legal proceedings or as otherwise required by law. Any individual who discusses the content of 
an investigatory interview or who otherwise fails to cooperate with the investigation may be subject to corrective 
action.  

Confidentiality 

Reports of harassment will be kept confidential, except as needed to conduct an investigation, to take interim 
measures, to take corrective action, to conduct ongoing monitoring, or as necessary in relation to any 
administrative or legal proceedings or as otherwise required by law.  

Discrimination 

Discrimination is treating an individual differently because of the individual’s actual or perceived membership in a 
Protected Classification as defined in this policy, by taking an adverse action against or denying a benefit to that 
individual. Students or parents who believe they have experienced, witnessed, or are otherwise aware of 
discrimination by the school, should immediately report the matter using the same complaint procedure provided 
for in this policy under the above section on harassment, and the above sections on interim measures, 
investigation and confidentiality for harassment reports, will also apply to reports of discrimination.  

No Retaliation 

The school prohibits retaliatory behavior against anyone who complains in good faith or participates in the 
complaint or investigation process pursuant to this policy, regardless of the outcome of the investigation. 
Retaliation constitutes a violation of this policy and may result in disciplinary or other corrective action. 
Retaliation includes, but is not limited to, taking sides against an individual, spreading rumors about or shunning 
or avoiding an individual, or making real or implied threats of intimidation towards an individual, because that 
individual reported harassment or discrimination or participated in an investigation related to a report of 
harassment or discrimination.  

Remedial and Disciplinary Action 

Oakwood School will determine if the conduct violates school policy and if so, the appropriate corrective action. 
Any student determined to have violated this policy will be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including 
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expulsion. Any violation of this policy by a parent will be considered a violation of Oakwood’s parent behavior 
expectations and may be grounds for expulsion of the offending parent’s child(ren).  

Policy Against Bullying 

Oakwood believes that all students should have a safe and inclusive school environment. Bullying is inconsistent 
with the values and principles of Oakwood, and students are expected to treat themselves and each other with 
dignity, respect, and courtesy. 

This policy covers conduct that occurs both on and off of the Oakwood campus, and includes the use of 
technology that is not owned by Oakwood. This policy applies to all students and prohibits them, as well as any 
other member of the school community, including teachers, staff, parents, and volunteers, from engaging in 
conduct towards students that is prohibited under this policy. 

Prohibited Conduct 

Bullying is defined by this policy as any physical or verbal act or conduct, including communications made in 
writing or electronically (including, but not limited to, e-mail, instant messaging, text messages, blogs, mobile 
phones, online games, chat rooms, and posting on a social network), directed toward one or more students that 
has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following: 

●​ Placing a student in reasonable fear of harm to that student’s person or property 
●​ Causing a reasonable student to experience a substantially detrimental effect on their physical or mental 

health 
●​ Causing a reasonable student to experience substantial interference with their academic performance 
●​ Causing a reasonable student to experience substantial interference with their ability to participate in or 

benefit from the services, activities, or privileges provided by Oakwood. 

While the education code defines bullying as conduct meeting the above requirements that is severe or 
pervasive, conduct need not be severe or pervasive in order for Oakwood to determine that there has been a 
violation of this policy.   

Examples of bullying may include, but are not limited to:  

●​ Social exclusion 
●​ Threats and intimidation 
●​ Stalking; 
●​ Direct physical contact, such as hitting or shoving, or attempting to make physical contact or inflict 

physical injury 
●​ Theft 
●​ Public humiliation 
●​ Destruction of property 
●​ Verbal or written insults, teasing, or name-calling 
●​ Creating a false profile on a social networking website for the purpose of having one or more of the 

effects listed above.  
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Student Reporting  

Students are encouraged to and should immediately report to the Head of School, or to any teacher or 
administrator, any incidents of bullying that they either observe or that are directed towards the student or 
others. 

Investigation 

After Oakwood receives an oral report or written complaint, or otherwise learns of an alleged potential violation 
of this policy, and also receives any clarification requested, the Head of School or designee, will determine the 
appropriate course of action, which may include initiation of an investigation. If Oakwood initiates an 
investigation, it will conduct the investigation, as it deems appropriate, in its sole discretion.   

Oakwood will make reasonable efforts to protect students’ privacy and confidentiality. Information reported will 
be shared only on a need-to-know basis with Oakwood personnel directly involved in an investigation, or to the 
extent necessary to conduct an investigation and/or to take effective corrective action and any appropriate 
remedial action including any interim support or protective measures. 

Interim Measures 

Oakwood will provide appropriate interim support and reasonable protective measures, if and as needed based 
on the individual applicable circumstance during the pendency of any investigation. Oakwood will determine the 
necessity and scope of any interim support or protective measures.  

Remedial and Disciplinary Action 

Any student determined by Oakwood, in its sole discretion, to have violated this policy will be subject to 
disciplinary action, up to and including expulsion. Any violation of this policy by a parent will be considered a 
violation of Oakwood’s parent behavior expectations and may be grounds for expulsion of the offending parent’s 
child(ren).  

Reasonable Accommodation of Disabilities 

Oakwood adheres to the requirements of Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act, which prohibits 
discrimination against qualified individuals with disabilities in public accommodations. As part of this policy, 
students with qualified disabilities, or their parents, may request reasonable accommodations that would permit 
the student full and equal access to the goods, services, and operations of Oakwood. This policy prohibits 
unlawful harassment, discrimination, and retaliation because of a student’s own disability, or because of 
association with a person who has a known disability. The procedure for accommodations is as follows: 

1.​ Request for Accommodation - A student with a qualified disability, who desires a reasonable 
accommodation in order to access the goods, services, or operations of Oakwood, or their parents, 
should make a request in writing to the Head of School or a Principal. The request must identify: a) the 
goods, services, or operations to which the student requests full and equal access; and b) the desired 
accommodation(s).​
 

2.​ Reasonable Documentation of Disability - Following receipt of the request, the Head of School or 
Principal may require additional information, such as reasonable documentation from a medical provider 
demonstrating the existence of a disability. Such documentation should not identify the disability, but 
only indicate that: (1) the student has a disability that substantially limits one or more major life activities; 
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and (2) the manner in which the disability limits major life activities relevant to a student's participation in 
the school’s education program (i.e., what are the functional limitations of the student with regard to their 
participation in the School’s educational program). 

Documentation of a disability will be kept confidential and will be shared only with school personnel 
involved with the coordination and facilitation of services and accommodations, except as is otherwise 
required by law or emergency health services. After receipt of reasonable documentation of a qualified 
disability, the school may arrange for a discussion with the student and the student’s parents. The 
discussion may include other individuals that may be helpful for the school to better understand the 
student’s disability or limitations or the need for accommodations. The purpose of the discussion is to 
work in good faith to fully discuss all feasibly potential reasonable accommodations. 

3.​ Case-by-Case Determination - Oakwood will determine, in its sole discretion, whether reasonable 
accommodation(s) can be made, and the type of accommodation(s) to provide. Oakwood will not 
provide accommodation(s) that would pose an undue hardship upon school finances or operations, or 
that would endanger the health or safety of the student or others, or that would fundamentally alter the 
nature of the school or its goods, services, or operations, or that would cause undue burden to the 
school. The school will inform the student’s family of its decision as to reasonable accommodation(s) in 
writing.  

Code of Conduct and Behavioral Expectations 

Oakwood expects students to abide by its conduct policies, and will take disciplinary action, as appropriate, and 
in the sole discretion of the School. Oakwood students are expected to exercise self‑discipline and to conduct 
themselves in ways that support the values of the school as outlined in the applicable Lower School Rights and 
Responsibilities, Middle School Students Rights and Expectations, or High School Students’ Responsibilities 
and Expectations and Honor Code. Students are responsible for understanding and following all school rules. 

Violations of Oakwood policies as well as the following behavior listed below (which is a non-exhaustive list), 
may result in student discipline, up to and including suspension or expulsion: 

Treatment of Others 

●​ Students should display good manners, appropriate language, kindness, and courtesy towards all. 

●​ Students should practice respect and inclusiveness towards others. 

●​ Neither students nor parents may record others on campus, including employees, without prior consent 
and permission. It is not permitted under the law to record another party without their consent, under 
California Education Code section 78907 and California Penal Code section 632.   

●​ No member of the Oakwood community may mistreat another member by harassment, discrimination, 
retaliation, or bullying in any form. Such conduct is prohibited by the School’s policy on prevention of 
harassment, discrimination, and retaliation, or bullying in any form. 

●​ Student harassment, discrimination, retaliation, or bullying that does not take place on school property 
or at school events, such as through the internet or social media, is also prohibited by the School when it 
impacts a student’s/community member’s ability to function normally at school or disrupts the school/ 
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learning environment or represents the school in a way that does not align with our core and community 
values. 

●​ Fighting or threat of physical violence towards another student, School employee, or parent, whether on 
or off campus, is prohibited. 

●​ Destroying, defacing, or stealing Oakwood property or the property of others is prohibited. 

Personal Integrity and Responsibility 

●​ Students must turn in homework on time and arrive prepared for school every day. 

●​ Students must act with integrity and honesty in all matters. 

●​ Students should be on their best behavior at all times, including during classes, assemblies, athletic 
events, and field trips. 

●​ Students must demonstrate their best efforts to meet Oakwood’s academic, artistic, and athletic 
expectations. 

●​ Students should be positive, productive members of the school community. Students should contribute 
actively to the learning environment of the classroom or any other aspects of the Oakwood experience. 

●​ Students should comply with the Student Technology and Social Media Use Policy, which states that 
on-campus technology will be used appropriately and for academic purposes. 

●​ Students should follow the guidelines for academic integrity, which state that students must not cheat or 
plagiarize. This includes the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) as specified by teachers.  

Controlled Substances 

●​ Oakwood is a non-smoking campus. The school does not permit students to possess or use tobacco, or 
to possess or use vaping devices. 

●​ The school prohibits the use, possession, or distribution of any illegal drugs, intoxicants, marijuana, 
alcohol, or other controlled substances. 

Dangerous Objects 

Oakwood prohibits real or imitation weapons of any kind, fireworks, or any hazardous materials or objects. Any 
weapons or hazards will be confiscated by the School and the police may be contacted. 

Reporting Conduct in Violation of this Policy 

Students who experience or witness a breach of our Code of Conduct and Behavioral Expectations are 
encouraged to speak to a teacher or administrator as soon as it occurs.  
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Disciplinary Procedures 

Oakwood may take the following disciplinary measures and actions in its sole discretion pursuant to the 
following procedures. Please be aware that Oakwood is not required to follow any form of progressive discipline 
before making a determination to suspend or expel a student.   

●​ Counseling. Students may receive counseling as a result of violating school rules and policies. 
Communication among students, teachers, and administrators helps students understand the nature of 
an infraction, its consequences, and appropriate responses for future situations. 

●​ Conference. When appropriate, the school will request a telephone or in-person conference to inform 
parents of inappropriate behavior with suggestions for parental action and support. 

●​ Suspension. The school may determine that a student suspension is appropriate. Suspension is a 
period of time in which the student is dismissed from school. 

●​ Expulsion. Oakwood reserves the right at any time to expel any student whose conduct is not 
compatible with the standards of the school. 

Unless there are extenuating circumstances present, when a student is accused of engaging in misconduct, that 
student and his or her parents will have the opportunity to meet with the Head of School or their designee in 
order to respond to misconduct allegations prior to a disciplinary decision to suspend or expel a student 
becoming final.  

Drug and Alcohol-Free School 

Possession or use of illegal drugs or alcohol on campus, or attending school or class, including school activities, 
under the influence of illegal drugs or alcohol, is absolutely forbidden and will result in immediate discipline up to 
and including expulsion.   

Illegal drugs include prescription drugs without a valid prescription and the use of prescription drugs not in 
compliance with a valid prescription. Illegal drugs also include marijuana and any other cannabis product, which 
may not be possessed, used, or cultivated in or near the school.   

A student that the school has reasonable cause to believe to be selling or providing any illegal drugs or alcohol 
to other students – either on or off campus – may be subject to immediate discipline up to and including 
expulsion.  

If the school has reasonable suspicion to believe that a student is under the influence of drugs or alcohol, it may 
require that student to submit to a drug or alcohol screening test. “Reasonable Suspicion” shall mean a belief 
based upon facts gathered from the totality of the circumstances that would cause a reasonable faculty member, 
administrator, or other employee to suspect that the student is under the influence of drugs or alcohol.   

Parents will be required to pay for any fees associated with alcohol or drug testing. A failure to permit the School 
to receive information as to whether the student passed or failed a drug or alcohol test may be treated as a 
failure to comply with a drug or alcohol testing requirement. 

Any failure to abide with the School’s Drug and Alcohol-Free School Policy will result in discipline up to and 
including expulsion.  
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Smoke and Tobacco Use 

Per California state law, smoking (including vaping) is prohibited for all persons under the age of 21, except those 
between the ages of 18 and 21 who are in active duty service in the military. 

Smoking, including e-cigarettes and vaping, is also prohibited by California state law in all workplaces, including 
schools. 

Consistent with the provisions of California state law and also in compliance with the school’s own prohibitions 
against smoking on the school’s campus and by all enrolled students, the following provisions apply: 

●​ Students may not smoke/vape at or near the campus, or during school sponsored activities, even if such 
use takes place off campus. They also may not bring nicotine products to school and to school 
sponsored activities including school sponsored events off campus. This includes e-cigarettes/ “vaping” 
equipment. 

●​ Any failure to abide with the School’s no-tobacco/smoking policy may result in discipline up to and 
including expulsion.  

Academic Integrity 

An Oakwood student's education flourishes in an atmosphere of respect and trust shared by peers and faculty. 
Honor is the essential element of this vital atmosphere. Oakwood is committed to the principle that a lasting 
education and an upright character depend on students' truthfulness and honorable ownership of the fruits of 
their lifelong endeavors. Lying, cheating, and stealing are violations of honor and are incompatible with our 
community's pursuit of excellence in character and achievement. When students submit assignments to the 
faculty for evaluation, they do so with their word of honor that their work was produced by their own efforts and 
in accord with the guidelines established by the faculty in their syllabi and/or individual assignments.  

Sanctions for Violations 

Any violation of academic integrity at Oakwood is of grave concern to the community. A suspected violation of 
our standards of behavior will be investigated by a faculty member. If the suspicion is confirmed, the incident will 
be reported to the principal, who will pursue the matter with the concerned faculty member, the student, the 
student's family, advisor, and others as deemed appropriate by Oakwood.  
 
Academic dishonesty on a quiz or test will result in a score of 0. 

For other violations of academic integrity, students will face at least the following consequences: 

●​ 1st offense: redo the assignment to a maximum of 70% 
●​ 2nd offense: redo the assignment to a maximum of 50% 
●​ 3rd offense: (redo the assignment) to a maximum of 0% and serve a suspension 

Sanctions may also include exclusion from co-curricular activities. Any sanction will be imposed in accord with 
the best interest of the Oakwood community and the student, in the school's sole discretion. The guiding 
principle will always be the centrality of integrity in the life of Oakwood School. 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 39 

http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

Student Technology and Social Media Use Policy 

At Oakwood School, access to technology resources is a privilege grounded in the principles of responsibility 
and ethical usage. This policy outlines the guidelines for the appropriate usage of our technology resources to 
ensure all community actions support our educational mission and support a positive school environment. 

Online Conduct (Inside and Outside of School) 

All Oakwood School students agree to engage online with respect, integrity, and kindness, whether on or off 
school premises. Online interactions should reflect the values of respect and integrity expected at Oakwood 
School. Such interactions include, but are not limited to, electronic messaging, texting, and social media use. 

●​ Digital Citizenship: Maintain a respectful digital presence, carefully manage social media privacy 
settings, and acquire parental consent where necessary. Refrain from doing or saying things online 
which you would not do in person. 

●​ Prohibited Behaviors: Offensive language, personal attacks, harassment, and the spreading of false or 
misleading information are strictly prohibited. 

●​ Cyberbullying: Report offensive language, personal attacks, harassment, the spreading of false or 
misleading information, uncomfortable encounters, or any other type of cyberbullying to a parent, 
teacher, Advisor, principal, or a trusted adult.  

As you engage online, it’s crucial to actively manage your digital presence. Colleges and potential employers 
often review social media profiles before making decisions on admissions and hiring. Adjust your privacy settings 
to protect your information, obtain parental consent when necessary, and directly address any cyberbullying 
incidents by reporting them to a parent, teacher, Advisor, principal, or a trusted adult. 

Educational Technology 

Technology in school is provided to promote and support the pursuit of educational excellence. The use of 
school provided technology is a privilege, not a right and students have no right to privacy in their school email 
accounts or when using school technology resources. The school may monitor, search, or read any messages, 
electronic mail, or internet activity without prior notice. However, the school is not obliged to monitor any 
communications. 

●​ Security and Privacy: Responsibly handle all personal and school data by setting strong passwords, 
not sharing passwords with others, closing the lid, or locking the screen when leaving your laptop. 
Report any suspicious activity or uncomfortable encounters to a parent, teacher, Advisor, principal, or a 
trusted adult. The school encourages installing appropriate security software on student devices to help 
protect against viruses and malware. 

●​ Acceptable Use: The use of school provided technology resources is for educational use only. Engaging 
in non-educational activities such as viewing memes, using photo editing software for non-academic 
purposes, or online chatting during school hours is restricted. Games, gambling, social media, and 
downloading software without faculty permission are prohibited. 

●​ Community-Appropriate Content: Only access content that is appropriate, respectful, and aligned with 
Oakwood School values; avoid obscene or offensive material. 
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Students should not open emails or download files from unknown sources. Families are encouraged to install 
security software on personal devices. Using or accessing someone else's computer or accounts is prohibited; 
sharing or guessing passwords is not allowed. Additionally, circumventing school security measures, including 
the use of VPNs or proxies, is prohibited. 

Students are responsible for securing their own electronic devices, including laptops, cell phones, and tablets. 
Oakwood is not liable for any loss or damage that occurs on campus. If a student believes a personal device has 
been lost or stolen, they should immediately inform the Principal.  

Use of Online Resources to Complete School Assignments 

●​ Authorized Activities: Students should engage in research, games or digital activities only when they 
are authorized by faculty as part of the classroom curriculum in alignment with educational objectives. 

●​ Media Compliance: Comply with copyright laws by not accessing or distributing pirated materials. 
Ensure all used materials are appropriate and relevant to the assigned work. 

●​ Intellectual Integrity: Students are expected to produce original work and properly cite all external 
sources. Only use outside resources as permitted by your instructor. Using anyone else’s work, including 
resources found on the internet, without crediting the author is plagiarism. 

If students encounter inappropriate material or deviations from these guidelines, they should report such 
incidents to faculty immediately. 

AI and Synthetic Media Policy 

Oakwood School is committed to a safe and respectful community. The creation, sharing, or threat to distribute 
harmful synthetic media, including AI-generated or digitally altered content, is prohibited. This includes content 
created through manual editing, such as cutting and pasting images or combining elements from multiple 
sources. 

Creating, possessing, or sharing real or synthetic (including AI-generated) intimate images of any community 
member is strictly forbidden. This includes “deepfakes.” Students and community members are also prohibited 
from creating or sharing synthetic or altered media that misrepresents Oakwood School events, activities, or 
emergencies. Offenses may result in suspension, expulsion, and reporting to law enforcement. There is no 
distinction between creators and distributors. 

This policy applies to all AI-generated, digitally altered, or synthetic content, regardless of the method, platform 
or tool used to create it. Oakwood will comply with mandatory reporting laws when minors are involved. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
The topics below are arranged alphabetically. 

Appointments 

How do I pick up and return my student for an appointment? 

The safety of your student(s) is our paramount concern. Therefore, we require you to sign your student in and out 
of school. This may seem like an extra effort, but in case of an emergency, it is imperative that we know where all 
of our students are and that we have an accurate student count. Preschool - 8th grade student sign-out is in the 
Main Office. Parents of high school students may call or email the High School Office in advance of their 
student’s departure, and with advance parent notification, high school students may sign themselves out. Please 
see the next section for how to report an absence. 

Attendance 

How do I let the school know when my student will be absent? 

Parents are required to notify the school if their child is ill or will be missing school for an appointment by 
submitting the Attendance: Student Logistics Request within 30 minutes of the start of school on the day of the 
absence.  

Students are expected to stay home if they are ill. Upper school students are expected to let their teachers know 
when they are absent and make arrangements to make-up the work.                           

Cameras on campus 

What are the expectations for students using cameras on campus? 

Upper school students may use cameras (including cameras in smartphones) on campus only if the following 
specifications are followed: 

●​ Cameras cannot be used in the classroom unless a teacher specifically gives permission to students for 
each occurrence. 

●​ Those being filmed and/or photographed need to be made aware that they are being filmed and/or 
photographed and give their permission to be filmed. It is not permitted under the law to record another 
party without their consent, under California Education Code section 78907 and California Penal Code 
section 632. Exceptions to this are filming during public events such as games and shows.  

●​ Cameras should never be a distraction to the school atmosphere. 

These rules apply at all times, whether during the school day or not. Students who do not comply with these 
expectations risk losing these privileges, having the camera taken away, and possible suspension, if the action is 
considered by the school to be malicious.  
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Connecting with my Student 

How do I contact or get “stuff” to my student? 

If you need to get a message to your student, call or email the office and it will be delivered to your student. 
Forgotten lunches, homework assignments, books, and other “stuff” may be dropped off at the Main Office (High 
School Office for high school students), and arrangements will be made to unite your student with their 
belongings. Parents should not deliver items to classrooms. We advise that these extra efforts be kept to a 
minimum to encourage the students to learn responsibility for their own materials. Please also note that food 
delivery services to campus (DoorDash, Uber Eats, etc.) during the school day are not allowed. Food may be 
delivered before or after school hours during non drop-or pick-up times, if the student meets the driver at the 
front of the school. 

When can students use a cell phone? 

Students may use their cell phones (including text messaging) before and after school only. They may not use 
them during school hours, including non-class times such as lunch. During the school day, devices should be in 
backpacks or lockers – not in pockets. The phone should be turned off during the school day. 

What if my student needs to call me? 

There is a phone in both offices for students to use to call home. Students with cell phones are not permitted to 
use them during school hours, except by permission from faculty or staff. 

Concerns 

Who can help me with concerns I may have?  

For Lower School, your first stop should be your student’s classroom/core teacher. If you need clarification on 
what is happening in class or general school information, the classroom teacher is the primary contact. He or 
she knows your student well and will have up-to-date information for you or know how to get it. 

For Upper School, there are two options. If the concern is with a specific class, contact that teacher directly. This 
will result in the most timely and accurate response. Upper school students also have an Advisor, who is there to 
help with broader issues. If your student is struggling in several areas, if there is a family issue we need to know 
about, or something is affecting your student in multiple classes, contact your student’s Advisor.  

If your concern remains unresolved after talking with the teacher or Advisor, you are welcome to bring it to the 
principal’s attention. Sending the principal an email to let them know about your concern is the most efficient 
way to make contact, but you may also call or email the office to make an appointment to speak with the 
principal. 

What are the school’s policies regarding bullying and sexual harassment? 

Oakwood is a place where kindness reigns supreme. Bullying and sexual harassment are taken very seriously, 
and carry severe penalties, including suspension or expulsion. For more information, please refer to the section 
in this handbook, “Harassment, Discrimination and Retaliation Prevention Policy and Policy Against Bullying.”  
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Custody Arrangements 

How does the school address custody arrangements? 

Oakwood requires all parents/guardians to keep the school informed about changes to a student’s home 
location, family contact information, custody arrangements, or other changes that might impact the student’s 
educational experience. 

Non-custodial parents generally retain the same rights as custodial parents, unless a court order restricts the 
rights of the non-custodial parent. These rights include, but are not limited to, accessing their child’s pupil 
records, participating in school activities, receiving communications from the school, and visiting the child at 
school. Any custody-related court order binds the parties to the proceeding and not the school. However, the 
school recognizes that certain court orders impact the child’s educational experience. For that reason, the school 
requires parents to notify the school of any applicable and relevant court orders that impact the child’s 
educational experience and to provide copies of such court orders when requested by the school. 

When custody arrangements or disputes among the parents regarding the child’s educational experience impede 
the school’s ability to maintain a positive and constructive relationship with the parents, the school may 
terminate the student’s enrollment or ban one or both parents from entering school property and/or participating 
in school-sponsored events. 

Child custody cases can be difficult for all concerned. Oakwood will reasonably interpret and comply with all 
valid, relevant court orders or subpoenas; however, it is Oakwood’s policy to be impartial, which means not 
taking sides between parents in custody matters, and not otherwise inserting Oakwood into such private family 
matters. As a result, Oakwood will not become entangled in disputes between parents. Parents are not permitted 
to ask Oakwood employees for statements (such as a letter, declaration, or affidavit) in support of, or in 
opposition to, divorce or custody proceedings, and Oakwood employees are not permitted to provide such 
statements in their capacity as Oakwood employees. 

 

Dress Code and Appearance 

Where do I find the dress code and appearance policies? 

The dress code and appearance policies for all grades can be found in the appendix of this handbook and on the 
website portal. Preschool through 8th grade students are expected to wear uniforms, and high school students 
wear free dress that is in keeping with the high school dress code. 

What do I do with outgrown uniforms that are still in good condition? 

Several uniform drop-off and uniform pick up events are held throughout the school year. Families may 
contribute uniforms that are in good condition, and on the day of the exchange, all the donated uniforms are laid 
out on tables near the Main Office for your perusal. Please check the school calendar for uniform exchange 
dates. 
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Where do I purchase uniforms? 

Uniforms may be purchased through the Land’s End website. You are not required to purchase your student’s 
uniform from Land’s End, but if you purchase them elsewhere, they must be as described on the Land’s End 
website. Land’s End uniforms can be purchased online or by phone.   

When do students have free dress? 

This varies by grade level. Lower school students generally have free dress on the last Friday of the month and 
middle school students have free dress on most Fridays (see the calendar for exact dates, as there are 
sometimes exceptions). There are also special occasions during which students may wear special free dress. 
Students will receive spirit shirts in the fall, and these are also worn on specifically announced days. When 
wearing spirit shirts, students should follow the uniform dress code for the rest of their clothing. 

What happens when an outfit does not conform to the dress code? 

Division principals address dress code violations. Students will be asked to correct minor infractions, and 
parents may be called to bring acceptable clothing, if applicable. Middle school students with repeat violations 
may lose free dress privileges. Parents will be informed of dress code infractions if a student is struggling to 
comply with expectations. 

Emergency Preparedness 

What can I expect during an emergency? 

The safety of our students is of paramount importance at Oakwood. 

Full cooperation will be needed from parents and guardians in the event of an emergency. It is understandable 
that you will be very concerned and anxious for the well-being of your child(ren), but it is extremely important for 
parents to give us the time to do the job that we have been trained to do. The staff and emergency personnel 
need to concentrate all efforts on the safety of the children.  

Each classroom, and room of the school that functions as a classroom, has a designated area for a fire 
extinguisher, first aid equipment, evacuation/drill maps, and the Oakwood Emergency Response Plan. This plan 
contains a detailed account of emergency response procedures for the safekeeping of your student during every 
conceivable disaster. Throughout the school year, all students and staff participate in disaster drills, so the 
students are thoroughly familiar with the procedures involved. Emergency equipment and supplies are reviewed 
and replenished annually. 

Teachers and administrative staff have been trained and are current in CPR and FIRST AID. The Oakwood staff 
has completed comprehensive training in FIRE, EARTHQUAKE, LOCKDOWN, and RUN, HIDE, DEFEND 
procedures. 

Every location on campus has a walkie-talkie to facilitate communications in case of disaster. Preschool – 8th 
grade students bring emergency packs to school the first week of school with food, water, and other supplies in 
case they need provisions during an emergency. The school also has a supply of food and water for emergency 
purposes, as well as centrally located automated external defibrillators (AEDs). 
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If an emergency occurs at our school, parents are asked to follow the procedures listed on the website family 
portal under Oakwood Emergency Preparedness. These procedures were developed to execute emergency 
response, facilitate parent-student reunification, and aid with traffic flow in front of the school. It is imperative to 
keep our entrances clear of parked cars to facilitate emergency equipment access.  

We are capable of caring for your child(ren) for at least 72 hours if necessary. Take care of yourself so that you 
can be safely reunited with your child(ren) in an orderly manner. Please see the Oakwood website portal for a 
complete listing of specific emergency procedures. 

Remote Learning 

In the event of an emergency, Oakwood may be required to cease or change all or part of the school’s 
operations. An emergency includes, but is not limited to, any fire, flood, act of God (earthquake, tsunami, 
volcanic eruption, hurricane, tornado, lightning, etc.), governmental action, or acts or threats of the following: 
terrorism, epidemic, pandemic, viral outbreak, war, revolution, natural disaster, riot, strike, lockdown, or any 
event beyond the school’s reasonable control, or that makes performance inadvisable, impracticable, illegal, or 
impossible in the school’s sole determination. 

If an emergency occurs, Oakwood has the sole discretion to activate an emergency plan that calls for a remote 
learning program. Oakwood may, in its sole discretion and without notice: (1) extend, condense, or otherwise 
modify the school year; (2) change the facilities in which the school’s educational program, including classes, 
programs, activities, and events (“Program”) are held; (3) change the manner and format in which the school 
conducts its Program, including but not limited to having students meet through Zoom, learning packets, and 
engaging in other on-line learning formats; or (4) postpone or cease all or part of its operations and its duties, 
obligations, and performance. No portion of any tuition, fees or other payments made by parents or that are 
outstanding will be forgiven or refunded if the school’s operations cease or are postponed, suspended, or 
modified because of an emergency. 

Enrollment 

What do I need to do to enroll my child for the next school year? 

In January of each year, re-enrollment information for the next school year is sent to all currently enrolled 
families. This includes an updated tuition and fee schedule for the new school year, and the deadline for priority 
re-enrollment of your child. Online re-enrollment is made available through Veracross. By completing the online 
re-enrollment process and paying your enrollment fee for the new year before the priority re-enrollment deadline, 
your child’s enrollment is reserved. Please note that your school financial account must be current in order to 
complete re-enrollment. 

What if I don’t enroll my child by the priority re-enrollment date? 

After the priority re-enrollment date, the school begins to enroll new students, and current students will not have 
a place held until online re-enrollment is complete and fees are paid. Also, students who are not re-enrolled will 
not receive any of the mailings sent to re-enrolling students. 
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Do siblings of Oakwood students receive priority consideration when applying? 

Yes. To receive priority consideration in admissions for a sibling, Oakwood families must apply by the priority 
deadline in January. Sibling priority in admissions is available only when an applicant's sibling is re-enrolled for 
the upcoming school year. Siblings of current students who are not re-enrolled for the upcoming school year or 
who apply after the priority deadline will be considered in the regular review process. 

Do 8th grade students need to apply to Oakwood high school? 

No. Enrolling in Oakwood High School is just like moving from Elementary to Middle School and is done as part 
of the re-enrollment process. Students not meeting academic requirements to continue are notified. 

Whom can I contact if I have enrollment questions? 

The enrollment office (enrollment@oakwoodway.org) handles all enrollment questions. 

Facilities 

Why are gum and pets not allowed on campus? 

We are extremely proud of our campus and work diligently to keep it in good condition. Our students do their 
part in helping our facilities staff keep it clean by picking up trash and recycling it, being mindful of the 
landscaping, etc. But gum is extremely hard to remove from sidewalks, rugs, and floors. One glob of gum 
carelessly discarded on a hot day in the quad can get tracked through multiple classrooms and other school 
facilities. It requires an enormous amount of labor to clean it all up. Therefore, we ask that no one bring gum onto 
the campus. 

Dogs (other than service animals) pose two distinct problems. Like gum, they also pose a clean-up problem; 
those of you who take your children to public parks may know how unpleasant careless dog owners can make a 
soccer field or infield. Also, many otherwise friendly, well-trained dogs become stressed when well-meaning 
students crowd around. Stressed dogs may nip or bite, trying to protect themselves. We ask that you keep your 
dogs comfortably at home. Bring pictures instead! 

What items are banned? 

Many items are banned from campus for obvious safety concerns: firearms, intoxicants, matches, knives, 
medicine (this must be given to the office), explosives, etc. Skateboards and wheelies are also not allowed 
because of the danger they present and the damage they can cause to school property. 

If you or your student is bringing a facsimile of a weapon to school (for a reenactment, for example), it must be 
checked in with the office. It may only be checked back out for classroom use, and it must be checked back in 
when finished. No students may have these types of items except when directly supervised by their classroom 
teacher.  
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Where do the students eat lunch? What if it rains? 

We are fortunate to live in an area where the weather is pleasant for most of the year. Students in preschool 
through kindergarten eat in their classrooms. When it is nice outside, students in 1st - 8th grade eat their lunch in 
the quad, at the picnic tables under the shade structures. If it is rainy or cold, they eat lunch in their classrooms 
or The Barn. High school students eat in the High School Quad or by the Sport Court. When it rains, they have 
space in the Student Center and the Athletic Center.  

What restrooms/locker rooms/changing areas are available to students? 

Restrooms are located throughout the campus.  

●​ Preschool, junior kindergarten, and kindergarten students have all-gender, single-user restrooms 
adjacent to their classrooms.  

●​ 1st through 5th grade student restrooms are located at the north end of the Elementary Building and in 
the Barn.  

●​ Middle school student restrooms are located at the south end of the Middle School Building.  
●​ High school students have access to restrooms on the outside of the High School Building and in the 

lobby of the Liberal Arts Center.  
●​ Upper school PE students and athletes have access to restrooms and locker rooms in the Athletic 

Center.  
●​ Single-user all-gender restrooms and changing areas are also available to students in the Main Office, 

the Liberal Arts Center, and the Athletics Center.  
●​ Students who are not sure where an appropriate restroom is available can ask their teacher or Advisor.  

Where is the lost and found? 

The lost and found bins are located in the area between the middle school and the elementary school and in the 
High School Quad. We encourage you and your students to check these bins often. Several times a year, we 
donate their contents to charity. You will receive notice prior to the donation to charity. 

Friends and Family Referral Program 

How do I refer a new family to Oakwood? 

We love growing our school community, and our best outreach comes from current families who tell others, “you 
belong at Oakwood!” When you refer a student who enrolls at Oakwood, you connect their family with the 
educational experience you value and help inspire a child’s love of learning. As a bonus, Oakwood will send you 
a Spirit Store gift card so you can continue to share your Hawks pride. To receive your Spirit Store credit, the 
applying family must include your full name on their admissions application as a referral. Friends and Family 
Referrals are valid for students who do not attend and have not previously attended Oakwood, and whose 
siblings are not or have not previously been enrolled at Oakwood. Email enrollment@oakwoodway.org for any 
questions about referring families to Oakwood. 
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Fundraising at Oakwood 

How does fundraising work at Oakwood? 

Like most schools, Oakwood is active in its fundraising efforts. The largest source of fundraising is from 
donations to the Annual Fund campaign from Oakwood families. Oakwood also supports pre-approved 
fundraisers benefiting class trips, events, and clubs. (Oakwood School does not permit the selling of goods on 
campus for personal gain.) Oakwood also hosts two major fundraising events each year, the Auction and the 
Fund Run. All Oakwood families are asked to participate in some way every year. 

Why should I donate when I already pay tuition? 

Tuition is used to fund the school’s basic operations. Unlike most other independent schools, all funds donated 
to Oakwood go to enhancing the school and its programs, not to pay for the school’s basic operations. All 
donated funds (unless otherwise restricted by the donor) go to the general unrestricted Annual Fund. This is an 
important way to benefit the school and your students and to be eligible for tax benefits. Donations to the Annual 
Fund are used wherever the need is greatest each school year. 

As we welcome new generations into the Oakwood School family, we recognize that providing a more intentional 
education also requires equally intentional planning for our school’s future. Together, we can sustain the 
promise of an Oakwood education, both for students today and for generations to come. Classroom teaching 
and learning develop students’ competencies – like collaboration, problem-solving, global awareness, and 
analysis – while equipping students’ hearts and minds to give, serve, and take citizen action to better their world. 
Developing philanthropy in students will equip them to be successful in our diverse world. 

As an independent, non-profit, non-sectarian school, we rely on donations from families and alumni to ensure a 
thriving future for our students. We also seek funding from foundations and other philanthropic organizations, 
who look at our community’s contribution rates to decide whether and how much to give. That’s why every 
person—not just every dollar—matters. Both generous donations and widespread support at every level make a 
real difference to Oakwood. 

Are all families at Oakwood asked to donate to the school? 

Yes. The school asks that all participate in the school’s fundraising efforts. The goal is for every family to donate 
every year to the Annual Fund campaign and participate in fundraising events as they feel they would like to and 
are able to do so. Some give a little and some give more as circumstances differ, and every donation is very 
much appreciated. Each year we strive for 100% parent participation, and broad participation is a critical goal 
and an important sign of support for the school in order for Oakwood to secure outside funding through grants, 
etc. 

Does Oakwood qualify for matching funds from my work? 

Many Oakwood families and their friends work for companies that offer a matching gift program. These 
corporate philanthropy programs vary from company to company, but generally, they will match some portion of 
their employees’ donations to qualified charitable institutions, such as schools. As an accredited school and a 
not-for-profit public benefit corporation, Oakwood qualifies for nearly every corporate matching program. 
Oakwood relies on philanthropic giving from parents and the wider community, and students benefit from gifts 
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large and small. By taking advantage of your corporate matching gift program, you can maximize the value of 
your gift at no additional cost. You can check with your company’s HR department to inquire about matching or 
contact giving@oakwoodway.org for assistance or more information. 

Can donations to Oakwood be tax deductible?  

Yes! Since Oakwood is a California public-benefit corporation designated as a 501(c)(3) by the IRS, donors may 
receive tax deductions by reporting their donations with their tax returns. Donors should contact their tax advisor 
for specific tax-related questions. 

How are the donated funds used? 

All donated funds, unless otherwise restricted by the donor, go to the Annual Fund, which supports several areas 
of the school including: our campus, science and technology, enrichment, faculty, and scholarship. If donors 
designate their donations to specifically benefit one of these allocations, their funds will only be used for the 
purposes of that specific area. 

Donations in support of the specific allocations go toward the following areas: 

Campus: Supports the enhancement and expansion of the Oakwood campus in conjunction with our 
ongoing capital campaign, Spreading Our Roots. 

Science & Technology: Expands the school’s resources to enhance the teaching environment and 
student experience. 

Enrichment: Used to grow the library and enhance the school’s arts and other enrichment programs. 

Faculty: Used to support professional development opportunities and enhance faculty compensation.  

Scholarship: Used to expand and strengthen the school community by providing merit-based 
scholarships to deserving students. 

Do my donations have to be designated to go to one of the five funds? 

No. Most donations come to the school designated as “Oakwood’s greatest needs”, which means they are 
unrestricted donations. However, the school still directs these donations to one or more of the five allocations as 
needed. On rare occasions, the school accepts donations for other purposes and always expends funds 
consistent with the donor’s designation. 

Does any of the donated money go to day-to-day operations? 

No. Unlike many private schools, Oakwood does not ask donors to pay for the base operation of the school. 
Donated funds are used exclusively to enhance and grow the school and its programs through the Annual Fund. 
As a non-profit corporation, there are no profits or dividends for shareholders or owners as there are in for-profit 
entities. When school revenue exceeds expenses all available funds are reinvested in the school. 
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How will I know the results of fundraising each year? 

Every year the school provides to all Oakwood families an annual report of fundraising results and how 
fundraising dollars were spent the previous fiscal year. Our Book of Gratitude reports how every fundraising 
dollar has been utilized. This report is sent to all donors and every Oakwood family. 

What type of recognition do donors receive? 

Oakwood’s faculty, staff, and students appreciate all donations, regardless of the amount. Please visit our 
website for more information on Oakwood’s Donor Recognition. Those who are able to give at higher levels 
make a tremendous difference, and the school provides additional recognition, including naming opportunities.   

Governance 

Who owns the school? 

As a not-for-profit, public benefit institution, the school does not have an owner. There are no shareholders who 
receive any excess revenue (or profit) as there are in private corporations. The school is governed by a Board of 
Directors. The Board of Directors may be contacted directly at board@oakwoodway.org. 

What is the Board of Directors and what is its function? 

The Board of Directors was initially established by the school’s founders. The Board has responsibility to assure 
the school operates within its mission and complies with all required regulations. The Head of School is 
responsible for all operations of the school and reports directly to the Board. 

Independent School 

What does it mean for Oakwood to be an “Independent School”? 

There are different types of private schools, each with different priorities, objectives, and approaches to 
education. They generally fall into one of three groupings: independent schools, church-affiliated schools, and 
other private schools. While there are natural differences within these groups, there are some common qualities 
that define the school and have a major impact on the education, as well as the cost structure and operations. 

What characteristics make Oakwood an “Independent School”? 

Oakwood is a not-for-profit educational institution with local management and independent governance in the 
form of a Board of Directors (or Trustees). It is fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC), which is generally accepted as the highest standard of accreditation in the Western United 
States (for both public and private educational institutions). Oakwood is also aligned with the National 
Association of Independent Schools (NAIS). It is not affiliated with any religious organization but is supportive 
and respectful of students of all faiths. Oakwood offers a college-preparatory program with a broad and rich 
curriculum in small class sizes taught by specialized teachers throughout all grades. The school operates with 
revenue generated by the tuition and fees it charges its students, and then grows and thrives as the result of 
robust parent volunteerism and charitable donations. As a not-for-profit school, all proceeds remain in the school 
to support its mission. 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 51 

https://oakwoodbookofgratitude.com/
https://oakwoodbookofgratitude.com/
https://www.oakwoodway.org/support/donor-recognition
mailto:board@oakwoodmail.org
http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

How do independent schools differ from church-affiliated schools? 

Religious or church-affiliated schools (sometimes referred to as parochial or Christian schools) are very common 
and can differ significantly from one another, but usually share some of the following characteristics. As the 
name implies, these schools are affiliated with a church or other religious entity and seek to fulfill its mission. 
Academic rigor varies significantly depending on the school’s goals and resources. Religious instruction is 
usually a core part of the curriculum and may be taught in a class or religious service on one or more days and is 
often deeply infused throughout the broader curriculum. The larger schools often have large class sizes. 
Specialized teachers and broad curriculum are uncommon. The church and school often share facilities and staff 
and may receive financial support from the organization and its members. Some are members of various 
associations of similar schools and may or may not receive some accreditation from that organization. Church 
membership may provide a tuition discount. Donations of time and money are requested or even required. 

How do independent schools differ from other private schools? 

This broad “catch-all” category of other private schools includes some very small, specialized schools, as well as 
larger for-profit schools. They often have an overriding characteristic or methodology to attract students. It may 
include a more narrowly focused curriculum with an emphasis on acceleration, rather than breadth and depth. 
These schools may be locally owned and managed, but are commonly operated by a regional or national entity 
with owners or shareholders expecting a financial return on their investment. As for-profit corporations, they are 
not eligible to seek charitable donations and they generally do not emphasize (or even allow) parent 
volunteerism. 

Lower School Spring Showcase 

Lower school families are invited to visit classrooms, engage with teachers, explore the Art Show, and tour the 
campus at the Lower School Spring Showcase. This is a special opportunity for students to share their learning 
and creativity with their families while also getting a glimpse of what’s ahead next year. 

Lunch Program 

How do I order lunch for my student? 

An outside vendor offers lunches to Oakwood students. They offer greater variety at lower prices with better 
ordering flexibility than the school could achieve on its own. More information can be found at 
www.oakwoodway.org/dining.  

How do I get an emergency lunch for my student? 

Please see the Boonli ordering platform to make arrangements for late lunch orders. If a student arrives at school 
without a lunch, one will be provided, and the parent will be responsible for the cost and any late fees that may 
apply. 

How do I pay for lunches? 

All billing is handled through Boonli. 
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What is the school’s policy on delivery services (DoorDash, Uber Eats, etc) delivering food to campus? 

Food delivery services to campus (DoorDash, Uber Eats, etc.) during the school day are not allowed. Food may 
be delivered before or after school hours during non drop-or pick-up times, if the student meets the driver at the 
front of the school. 

Medical 

What medical information do I need to provide? 

In order to attend Oakwood, parents must present up-to-date immunization records for their students. This is 
mandated by the State of California. Specifically, California’s Health and Safety Code sections 120335 and 
120375 require students to be immunized from many communicable diseases in order to enroll in school. 
Immunization records, or a valid medical exemption, must be provided for the following diseases: (1) Diphtheria 
(2) Haemophilus influenzae type b (3) Measles (4) Mumps (5) Pertussis (whooping cough) (6) Poliomyelitis (7) 
Rubella (8) Tetanus (9) Hepatitis B (10) Varicella (chickenpox) or (11) Any other disease deemed appropriate by 
the local Health Department.  

In order to comply with the requirements of the law, the school requires that all students must have a current 
official California Immunization Record (signed, dated and stamped) or immunization exemption form, on file with 
the school on or before the first day of enrollment. Only medical exemptions will be accepted. Students who had 
personal belief exemptions on file before January 1, 2016, will not be required to comply with the immunization 
obligation until their next grade span change (entry into either K or 7th grade). 

A student may be conditionally admitted if the student is scheduled to be fully immunized within the time limits 
set by the California Health and Safety Code. (Health & Saf. Code § 120340.) 

Immunizations records constitute private medical information and will not be shared without written parental 
consent (or the student’s own consent if 18 or over) except that the school retains the right to share information 
as needed with local health officials in case of exposure to a communicable disease or as otherwise required by 
law. 

Medication 

With the exception of inhalers for asthma, students may not carry any medication on campus. Any medication 
that your child needs should be dropped off at the office.  

All over-the-counter medications require an authorization form signed by a parent (form in Magnus). Over the 
counter medication should be in the original packaging, labeled with the student’s name and have written 
directions for administering it.  

Parents can indicate (via form in Magnus) if their student may be given a Tylenol pain reliever by the office. This 
medication will not be dispensed without parent authorization. 

Prescription medication, including EpiPen’s, should be in the original pharmacy packaging with written directions 
from the doctor for administering it. All prescription medications require an authorization form signed by a 
physician and a parent (form in Magnus). 
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Health Needs & Issues 

Please notify the school of any health issues your student might have (allergies, asthma, chronic migraines, 
diabetes, etc.). We need to be able to communicate any of these issues to health workers in case of an 
emergency. Also, please discuss with your child’s teacher(s) any special precautions that should be put into 
place.   

We expect parents to inform the school of specific student educational, developmental, physical, or emotional 
needs. Parents should advise the teacher and the school office whenever medications need to accompany the 
student on a school field trip. 

What is Magnus Health? 

Magnus Health is the school’s digital system for tracking forms and health information. Parents receive 
notifications when updates or form signing/acknowledgments are needed. Please respond to the prompts sent 
by the system to ensure that your child’s records are accurate and up to date at all times.  

Why does Oakwood ask its community to support the goal of having a peanut-free campus? 

Oakwood has more than a few students who are not only allergic to peanuts, but so sensitive to peanuts that 
coming into contact with any peanut substance may be life-threatening. We ask that all families support and 
respect our goal of promoting a peanut-free campus policy and not send or bring any peanut products in 
lunches or foods brought to school. Though it is not possible for any school to ensure that exposure to peanuts 
will not occur at school or during school events, we ask that everyone do their part to comply with this policy. 

What happens if my student is hurt or becomes ill? 

Your student’s safety and health are very important to us, and our goal is to make Oakwood as safe as it can 
possibly be. Occasionally, students become ill or get injured at school. These situations are evaluated in the 
office. Minor injuries are treated – scrapes cleaned up, band aids administered, etc. If a child is ill or we think you 
might want to have your student evaluated by medical personnel, we will call you. If you are unavailable, we will 
call the emergency contact of record. In extremely rare cases when immediate emergency care is needed, we 
will contact 911 and then contact you. 

What if my student has a communicable disease? 

Oakwood is required by law to report at once to the local Health Office the presence or suspected presence of 
any communicable disease. (17 Cal. Code Regs. § 2508.) The school must also exclude from school any student 
or employee affected with a disease that is presumably communicable until that person’s doctor has given 
written permission for him or her to return to school or until the expiration of the prescribed period of isolation for 
that particular disease. (17 Cal. Code Regs. § 2526.) The school may prohibit a student or employee who has 
been in a quarantine area from returning to school until he or she has been cleared by the local health officer. 
(Health & Saf. Code § 120230.) 

The school will require that a student who is suspected to have a communicable disease is immediately picked 
up by a parent, guardian, or other authorized individual and taken home. The school may choose to inform the 
school community that someone in the school community, without disclosing that person’s identity, has been 
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diagnosed with the communicable disease and recommend the parents and/or employees speak to their doctor 
if they have any concerns about exposure. 

Oakwood is in conformance with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) standards (see 8 
CCR § 5193) for employees with potential occupational exposure to HIV (human immunodeficiency virus), HBV 
(Hepatitis B virus), and other blood-borne pathogens. OSHA regulations require all employees considered to 
have exposure to take the HBV series at the employer’s expense or specifically to waive this right. If an employee 
waives the right, he/she may at any later time decide to take the series, still at the employer's expense. 
Employees are required to observe all universal precautions for infection control, including but not limited to use 
of disposable examination gloves and other protective gear, and are required to dispose of contaminated 
materials in the prescribed manner. 

Mandated Reporter Law 

Oakwood complies with the procedures outlined in the Santa Clara County Mandated Reporter Law. 

Under the Mandated Reporter Law (also known as the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act), people with 
certain jobs, such as teachers, instructional aides, employees of schools, etc., must report any suspected or 
known instances of child abuse to Child Protective Services (CPS), even if the child reported it in what s/he 
thought was in confidence. The report of suspected or identified abuse must be made by phone as soon as it is 
possible, and a written report must follow within 36 hours. 

OSSP – Oakwood Student Success Program (Middle School) 

What is OSSP? 

The Oakwood Student Success Program (OSSP) is a system of additional support, monitoring, and goal-setting 
administered by the Advisors and Principal in middle school, when students have demonstrated a need for help 
in meeting school expectations. There are two kinds of OSSP, conduct and academic. Both work in a similar 
manner. Level one is for minor conduct infractions or academic issues (low grades, missing work, etc.). 
Academic and/or behavioral progress is tracked closely for two weeks. If, at the end of the two-week OSSP 
program, the Advisor and the student have been able to resolve the issue, the student goes off OSSP.   

However, if sufficient progress has not been made, the student may be elevated to level two, receiving a more 
intense degree of support from the Advisor. Students may spend lunch or time before or after school with the 
Advisor to receive extra help on academic problems, and parents may be asked for a conference. Level two may 
be extended as the Advisor and/or Principal deem necessary. 

If this extra focus by the family, student, and the Advisor still does not resolve the issue, the Principal becomes 
more involved and the student is placed on level three, which signals a week-long, urgent focus on the issue, 
with all parties knowing that if the issue isn’t resolved at the end of the week, the student will be placed on level 
four and suspended. Parents are then responsible to create an action plan, which the school must approve for 
the student to return to school.  

Students who are on OSSP step down one level at a time. If they are on level two, for example, they would need 
to successfully complete a time period on level one before going off entirely. Level three students go to level two 
before going to level one. 
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OSSP is designed to be constructive in nature. We intend it to provide support for students who need extra help 
because of an academic issue, or to provide time for reflection and growth when conduct issues arise. The 
Advisors and Principal always have the student’s best interests at heart; small issues are dealt with before they 
get out of hand and become overwhelming for the student. Parents are an important part of OSSP, and the 
student’s Advisor and the Principal will work closely with the parents and student to resolve any issues that arise. 

The school has sole discretion to decide what situations are or are not appropriate for OSSP. In cases involving 
serious academic or conduct issues, or a pattern of conduct or academic problems, Oakwood may decide to 
take a different approach, including modifying the OSSP process by using some steps but not others, adding 
different steps, or not using the OSSP process at all. Further, nothing about the OSSP policy prevents the school 
from immediately suspending or expelling a student in situations where Oakwood deems it appropriate. 

Parent Service Auxiliary (PSA) 

What is the PSA? 

The mission of the Parent Service Auxiliary (PSA) is to strengthen and foster our school community and 
contribute meaningful service to Oakwood. The PSA Board facilitates this service, encouraging parental 
involvement, hosting social and fundraising events, assisting with community outreach programs, and enhancing 
educational opportunities now and for the future. The PSA Board hosts regular Oakwood Community 
Involvement Meetings throughout the school year to facilitate parent engagement, camaraderie, and 
volunteerism.  

Party Invitations and Birthday Celebrations 

May my student bring a special birthday treat to share with classmates? 

Any parent who wishes to bring in birthday treats for a student must notify the student's core teacher/Advisor 
well in advance, with information as to what type of treat and what day it will arrive. (We like to avoid multiple 
treats on the same day and want to be sure to the best of our ability that all food is peanut free.) Then, as agreed 
upon, on the special day, the treats should be delivered by the parent to the core teacher/Advisor before school, 
or to the Main Office after school starts. Core teachers/Advisors will then determine how and when the treats will 
be distributed. 

May my student hand out invitations at school to their party? 

One of the delightful things about watching your child grow up is to see the social development that takes place. 
We want our students to make friends, and birthday parties are an important part of childhood. If you and your 
student are inviting the whole class to the party, feel free to hand out the invitations at school. If, however, not 
everyone is invited, please handle the invitations privately off campus. 

Photography on Campus 

Under what circumstances will you use photos of my student? 

Photos taken during school activities, whether in person or virtual, may be used for promotional purposes and 
the yearbook. Photos from photography class may also be used in this way or may be displayed around the 
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campus. Parents may request in writing that their student be excluded, and the school will make a best effort to 
honor this request, but this cannot be guaranteed. 

Placement 

How do I request a specific teacher for my lower school student for next year? 

Placement is a very thoughtful and thorough process during which we consider group dynamics, the mix of 
learning styles and aptitudes, the gender mix, and student/teacher personality compatibility.  

However, we know that some parents may want to participate in this process. In order to have your input 
considered, we ask you to describe the educational needs of your student in a written letter that must be given 
to the Lower School Head no later than May 1st to be considered in the placement decision for the following 
school year. This letter should address the learning style of the student – both strengths and areas that need 
strengthening, preferred learning environment, and any special concerns about the child that the parent has that 
might impact placement for the following year.  

We cannot guarantee that your request for a specific teacher will be honored. However, please remember that 
when a family chooses Oakwood, they are choosing a successful and proven program, not an individual teacher. 
We are confident that whichever teacher the child is placed with is a talented, nurturing, dedicated, trained 
professional who will ensure that each child receives the very best educational experience. The Oakwood Faculty 
is a team working together for your child. 

How is the math placement in upper school determined? 

A great deal of thought and care goes into math placement. Students who are placed in a math class for which 
they are not cognitively ready will struggle and may decide that they dislike math. Students who are placed in a 
class that is too easy for them may get bored. Our math teachers use a combination of the student’s past math 
grades, input from current and former math teachers, and the results of diagnostic and end-of-course testing to 
make a decision. If the decision is not clear-cut, input from the family and the student may be solicited. 

If you disagree with the placement, you should make an appointment to discuss this with the math teacher. 
While we would be happy to meet with you and get your views, ultimately, the final determination belongs to the 
school’s instructors and administration. 

Public Display of Affection (PDA) 

Are public displays of affection allowed on campus? 

Although a quick and casual hug between friends is not uncommon on campus, sometimes upper school 
students may want to demonstrate their feelings in a way that is not appropriate for school. Any affectionate 
behavior beyond a quick and casual hug is not appropriate at school. 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 57 

http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

Reporting to Colleges 

Does Oakwood report disciplinary action to colleges? 

Colleges and universities are interested in the character of applicants as well as students’ academic abilities and 
performance. Some colleges and universities specifically ask Oakwood about applicants’ disciplinary actions. 
Oakwood has the responsibility to communicate honestly to colleges about these matters. 

If colleges and universities request information regarding an applicant’s disciplinary history, Oakwood will report 
actions that result in suspension, dismissal, or withdrawal. If a student withdraws from Oakwood to avoid 
disciplinary action, Oakwood reserves the right to report the infraction(s) to the colleges and universities. 

Students who have been subject to discipline by Oakwood prior to their senior year are expected to respond 
honestly on any college application that asks questions such as “Are you currently or have you ever been 
charged with or subject to disciplinary action for scholastic or any other type of misconduct at any educational 
institution?” or “Have you ever been dismissed, placed on probation or suspended from an educational 
institution?” 

If a student’s disciplinary status changes after the filing of college applications, the student has the obligation to 
inform all colleges to which an application has been submitted or the college at which the student has confirmed 
their intention to enroll. The student should notify the college or colleges within two weeks from the date of the 
change in status.  

The Director of College Counseling will be available to assist and counsel students in reporting disciplinary 
infractions to colleges. 

Scholarships 

Does Oakwood offer scholarships? 

Oakwood accepts scholarship applications from new students applying to the school (eligibility for applicants to 
6th grade and above). These scholarships are designed to help qualifying applicants attend Oakwood. These are 
merit-based and require proof of high academic performance and/or other contributing factors as well as the 
recommendation of the scholarship committee who interviews the candidates and reviews their qualifications. 
These awards are funded in part with donations to the Scholarship Fund and are not based on financial need. 
(For financial need, see “Tuition Assistance.”) 

Security for Students and the Campus 

How is security handled at Oakwood? 

Oakwood is very fortunate to be situated in a safe community. In order to maintain the safety that Oakwood 
students enjoy and keep our campus secure, students (and parents) are required to observe the following: 

●​ Students should not be in any school building without adult supervision. 
●​ Lower school students may not be on campus without adult supervision. 
●​ Middle school students are allowed to remain on campus to attend after school events, including sports 

games. Students are expected to remain in the area of the activity and not roam the campus. There is no 
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supervision unless they are participating in a school-sponsored activity. The school is not responsible for 
unsupervised students before 8:00 am or after 3:45 pm that are not signed into care. Middle school 
students may remain on campus unsupervised until 15 minutes after the end of an event they are 
attending.  

●​ For high school students who are on campus before or after school hours, which are 8:30 am to 3:30 
pm, there is no supervision unless they are participating in a school-sponsored activity. The school is not 
responsible for unsupervised students before 8:30 am or after 3:30 pm. High school students may 
remain on campus unsupervised until sunset or until 15 minutes after the end of an event. On school 
days, the high school office is closed for the day at 4:00 pm. The Student Center is locked at 5:30 pm. 

●​ All middle and high school students should be picked up promptly following evening activities. Oakwood 
staff members or supervising parents must stay with students until they are picked up by their parents. 
Late pick-up fees may apply. 

●​ Groups working on campus over the weekend should ensure that there is adult supervision at all times.  
●​ During school hours all visitors must check in at the Main Office and present a valid government ID 

which is checked by our visitor management system against registered sex offenders, custody orders 
that the school has been made aware of, individuals prohibited from visiting school grounds, and other 
relevant databases.  

Oakwood has a main gate that is open when school or school activities are occurring. There is a back gate that 
is closed and locked unless in use for specific purposes. For students walking or biking to school there are two 
bike/pedestrian gates. Additional information can be found on the arrival and dismissal page of the Family Portal. 
There are also pedestrian gates that remain locked and require a key to open. The school uses video surveillance 
throughout the campus for internal purposes. We do not share or release video footage to families.  

How are registered sex offenders handled? 

Any parent, legal guardian, or family member of a student enrolled at Oakwood who is a registered sex offender 
must notify the Head of School. Pursuant to Penal Code section 626.81, a family member of an enrolled student 
who is a registered sex offender must submit a written request to the Head of School each time that he or she 
seeks permission to enter campus indicating the date, time, and purpose of the request, and will only be 
permitted to enter campus if the Head of School approves this request in writing. Such written permission from 
the Head of School to enter campus will be limited to that date, time, and purpose.   

Parents or legal guardians who are registered sex offenders are not permitted to volunteer in the classroom or to 
serve as chaperones for any Oakwood field trip.   

How are student searches handled? 

Lockers, cubbies, and desks are the property of Oakwood and subject to search at any time. Students should 
not have any expectation of privacy in the use or storage of belongings in these locations. Oakwood reserves the 
right to inspect any lockers, cubbies, desks, or other School property at any time. 

Oakwood may also search students’ property, including backpacks or clothing, such as pockets, if the school 
has reasonable cause to believe that a student has violated any Oakwood rules. In the case of reports that a 
student has engaged in conduct that threatens the safety of Oakwood and its students, Oakwood may 
confiscate that student’s personal property and turn it over to law enforcement.   
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Struggling Students 

What do I do if my student is struggling? 

In elementary school, contact the classroom teacher. In middle or high school, if the student is struggling in one 
class only, contact that teacher. If it seems to be a larger problem involving more than one class, contact the 
student’s Advisor. The Student Support Counselor is also an additional resource to students and families. 

If you feel extra help is needed outside the classroom, ask the teacher, Advisor, or principal for 
recommendations. Please be aware that it is Oakwood's general policy that teachers do not tutor their own 
students for money. 

Transfer Credit For High School Courses 

Will high school courses taken outside of Oakwood transfer? 

Any coursework designed to achieve credit at Oakwood High School must be approved by the administration 
prior to the close of the school year. This will generally involve at least one parent conference during which we 
will discuss the merits of the summer program versus a year-long course at Oakwood. Parents should provide 
Oakwood with a copy of the confirmed registration for the course, as well as a course description. 

Upon completion of the summer course and before the next school year opens, the student may be required to 
take an assessment of the work completed, to determine mastery of the material, compared to that of a course 
taken at Oakwood. Early August completion of this requirement would ensure that the student's schedule for the 
coming school year will reflect the credit. 

No outside courses will be placed on Oakwood’s transcript. Courses taken outside of Oakwood will be on a 
separate transcript that will be sent to colleges. Grades for outside courses will not be averaged into a student’s 
GPA. 

Oakwood cannot guarantee that a student can be scheduled for the next level course, if it is outside the 
standard options available to students at a particular grade level. 

Transportation 

How do students arrive to and from school? 

Oakwood families have a variety of options for arriving to and from school, ranging from car, shuttle, bike, or 
public transit.  

Carpool 

Many families utilize carpools that are arranged informally with the assistance of the family directory. To see a list 
of families who live near you, log in to the Oakwood Website Portal and click on “School Directory” in the “Quick 
Links” section. The “Households” tab has a “Nearby Student Households” link where you can locate households 
with Oakwood students within a 10-mile radius of your home.  
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Public Transit 

In addition, some students utilize public transportation on the VTA Bus #68 that runs from Gilroy to the San Jose 
Diridon Transit Center, offering a bus stop directly outside of Oakwood on Monterey Road at John Wilson Way.  

Shuttle Service 

Oakwood also offers a morning and afternoon shuttle service to and from the South San Jose and Los 
Gatos/Campbell areas through partnerships with local, private companies. Please direct any questions to 
transportation@oakwoodway.org.  

Bicycles 

Oakwood School does not permit bikes to be ridden on campus and should be kept at the bike racks in 
designated areas. Once on campus, bikes should be walked to the racks. Additional information including a 
map of bike rack locations can be found on the arrival and dismissal page of the Family Portal. 

Tuition, Fees & Other Costs 

How is Oakwood tuition set each year? 

The school’s administration considers what changes it anticipates for the coming year and estimates what cost 
(or savings) these changes might have. Generally, the most significant cost increase each year is faculty 
compensation. In developing the budget, emphasis has been given to increasing faculty compensation. A 
corresponding budget is produced and presented to the school’s Board of Directors for approval. 

Why is there an enrollment fee? 

The school has had an enrollment fee from its inception. Its purpose is for parents to make a firm commitment to 
enroll their child and preserve a place for the coming school year. The school then plans accordingly. Planning 
and enrolling new students for the new school year would be nearly impossible without such a commitment from 
parents. 

How are funds received through enrollment fees used? 

Unlike other fees at the school that have a specific purpose, the enrollment fee is used to fund the general 
operations of the school in the same way tuition is used. 

Why doesn’t the enrollment fee “count toward” my tuition? 

Enrollment fees, by definition, are not part of tuition. Some schools do not have a separate enrollment fee but 
require a non-refundable deposit toward tuition that serves the same purpose as an enrollment fee. There is no 
practical difference between the two systems. Many schools have converted to an “enrollment fee” model, at 
which point it increases the total cost of an education, because it is in addition to routine tuition increases. 
Oakwood has never increased the enrollment fee, but it is added to tuition when calculating total cost for 
students and year-to-year tuition increases. 
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Are there other costs in addition to tuition and the enrollment fee? 

Yes. Most miscellaneous middle and high school fees are consolidated into a single annual book and activity fee 
to cover the costs of textbooks, yearbooks, sports, promotion/graduation, and some student activities. This 
non-refundable fee is due before school starts in August of each year. The cost of and other activities are not 
included in this fee. Elementary students may have costs associated with their annual play. For 4th through 8th 
Grades, each student will have the opportunity to participate in one major field trip nearly every year. High school 
students also have the chance to participate in international field trips. Field trip costs vary from year-to-year and 
from grade-to-grade. Late fees also apply to any tuition or fees that are not paid by their due date. 

How does Oakwood’s tuition compare to other independent schools? 

Oakwood’s tuition is amongst the most affordable of Bay Area independent schools. 

Why is the annual enrollment contract important to read and understand? 

Parents who enroll or re-enroll their child(ren) at Oakwood recognize that they are making certain commitments 
to the school, including monetary obligations. Parents should read and understand the permissions, obligations, 
and commitments that they are making when they sign the annual enrollment contract. 

How are overnight field trip costs determined? 

Beginning in 4th Grade, students participate in one major field trip nearly every year. Field trip costs vary from 
year-to-year and from grade-to-grade. Each year the trip leader works with the principal to determine if there will 
be any changes to the trip and then proceeds to assemble a budget. Program fees, transportation, and 
chaperone compensation for the entire trip are calculated. Approximately 5% is added for miscellaneous and 
contingent expenses. This amount is then divided by the number of students the school is confident will attend 
the trip. This number is usually then rounded to the nearest five-dollar increment and presented to the business 
office for review. The business office then reviews and approves the final budget before the trip information is 
sent to parents. If the trip costs more than was budgeted, the difference is paid out of the school’s general funds 
(from tuition). If the trip is under budget, the excess funds go towards paying the school’s general expenses. As a 
non-profit organization, if the school has any excess funds at the end of the school year, they are all reinvested in 
the school. 

How is the amount of the book and activity fee determined? 

The book and activity fee is intended to cover the costs of core textbooks, yearbook, sports, graduation, and 
some student activities (such as the Oakwood Adventure). These expenses are calculated and set separately for 
middle school and high school. The school does not currently charge a book and activity fee in the lower school. 
All of the costs covered under this fee are added, an estimation of expected incremental increases is made, the 
sum divided by the estimated number of students who will pay the fee, and then the fee is set. All enrolled 
middle school and high school students pay this fee without exception. Because of the timing of when the fees 
are set versus when cost information is available, previous year’s figures are used to set next year’s fee. This fee 
rarely covers the incurred expenses fully, with any difference covered by the school to serve as a subsidy to 
parents. 
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Tuition Assistance 

What if I can no longer afford tuition? 

Financial Aid is available for a limited number of families who demonstrate financial need. Those wishing to apply 
for tuition assistance must complete a Financial Aid Application (available online at aid.oakwoodway.org) and 
turn it in with an enrollment fee no later than the priority annual enrollment deadline in January. 

If I received financial aid, do I need to re-apply to receive it again? 

Yes. Financial Aid applications and decisions are made on an annual basis. 

Visitors 

How do I bring visitors onto campus? 

All visitors, including Oakwood parents, must sign in and out of school in the office, unless they are attending a 
public event like a game or a play. Pre-approval by teacher and principal is required for special guest visits. 
When signing in, you must present a valid government issued ID which is checked by our visitor management 
system against registered sex offenders, custody orders that the school has been made aware of, individuals 
prohibited from visiting school grounds, and other relevant databases. You will then be given a name tag which 
must be worn while you are on campus; this badge shows the staff and faculty that you are officially signed in. 
You also must sign out before you leave. 

This procedure is extremely important. In the event of an emergency, it is imperative that an accurate count of 
everyone on campus is available for emergency workers so they are not searching through a dangerous site for a 
visitor who has forgotten to sign out. 

Volunteering 

What help do you need? How do I volunteer? 

Without parent volunteers, our school would not be the connected, vibrant community it is. Our parent 
organization, the Parent Service Auxiliary (PSA), is very active and is always eager to welcome parent volunteers. 
Classroom teachers, especially in preschool, junior kindergarten, and elementary grades, are grateful for the 
work that their volunteers contribute. Potential volunteer positions are for copying, chaperoning field trips, 
reading to students, helping with middle school socials, etc. Talk to your classroom teacher, attend a Community 
Involvement Meeting, or visit oakwoodway.org/signup to volunteer. 

When volunteering at the school, especially in functions that require interaction or supervision of students, the 
school requires parents to be fully present and engage with students and their activities. The school requests 
that cell phones remain on silent and out of sight while parents are volunteering and that all parent volunteers 
refrain from using their cell phones except in the case of an emergency. If transporting students, the school 
requires that a parent driver not use a cell phone, even with a hands-free device, and only use a cell phone in the 
case of an emergency.   
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All parent volunteers must comply with all school policies and directives. Some volunteers may be required to 
undergo background checks by fingerprinting and comply with tuberculosis testing requirements prior to 
providing certain volunteer services. 

When volunteering or attending a school function (i.e. class party), please make other arrangements for younger 
siblings so that you can fully focus on the Oakwood students.  

Withdrawal & Dismissal 

How do I withdraw my child from Oakwood? 

When you enroll your child at Oakwood, you are committing to have your child attend the full year of school and 
that you will pay all tuition and fees associated with a full-year enrollment. If, however, circumstances arise that 
require you to withdraw your child after he or she is enrolled for the current (or upcoming) school year, you must 
notify the school in writing to the attention of the Enrollment Office (enrollment@oakwoodway.org), which handles 
all enrollment issues. They will inform you of the process for withdrawal. Once withdrawn (or dismissed), your 
child forfeits their place at Oakwood and all benefits associated with enrollment, including attending school 
functions, receiving school information, curriculum, or yearbooks that are distributed subsequent to your child’s 
withdrawal. 

Am I still responsible for all unpaid tuition and fees after withdrawal? 

Yes. Students enrolled at a private school, including Oakwood, may be withdrawn by parents or dismissed by 
the school administration at any time and for any reason. Regardless of circumstances, families remain 
responsible for the student’s full annual tuition and fees. Scholarships, financial aid, and other discounts are only 
available to students enrolled the entire school year and will not be considered in calculating the remaining 
tuition balance for withdrawn or dismissed students. Any unpaid tuition and fees must be paid in full within 15 
days of withdrawal or dismissal. 

May I request an exception to this tuition & fee policy? 

If there are unexpected circumstances that create an undue hardship, an exception to this tuition & fee policy 
may be requested in writing within 15 days of withdrawal. This request generally will be processed within 30 days 
of the Enrollment Office’s confirmation that you have completed all requirements for withdrawal, including 
returning school materials, removing personal belongings from campus, etc. These requests are rare, and only 
considered on a case-by-case basis at the school’s sole discretion. 
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Appendix 

In this section we have included a variety of policies and procedures ranging from dress code to playground 
rules to the high school graduation requirements. These documents can be accessed quickly and easily through 
the website portal at oakwoodway.org/family-handbook/appendix 

i.​ Campus Map 

ii.​ Preschool - 8th Grade Dress Code 

iii.​ Guidelines for Playground Structure 

iv.​ High School 

a.​ High School Academic Probation Policy 

b.​ High School Graduation Requirements 

c.​ High School Service Learning Policy 

d.​ High School Student Expectations & Dress Codes 

e.​ High School Honor Code 

v.​ Lower School Student Expectations 

vi.​ Middle School Student Expectations 

vii.​ PSA (Parent Service Auxiliary) Information 

viii.​ Tuition & Fee Schedule  
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Campus Map 
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Preschool - 8th Grade Dress Code 

Oakwood preschool through 8th grade students are required to wear a school uniform, detailed below. High 
school students do not wear a uniform, but must adhere to the dress code guidelines outlined in the High School 
Student Responsibilities and Expectations document in the Family Handbook. 

Oakwood has an official dress code and grooming standard to maintain a respectful and positive learning 
environment. Student dress and grooming should not distract from the educational environment and school 
activities. Uniforms promote a sense of identity within the school and among the students as a group. Uniforms 
also help reduce self-consciousness and social competition, which fashion tends to encourage. The Oakwood 
Dress Code provides a structure that respects individuality while promoting a sense of community and 
togetherness. Oakwood partners with Lands’ End for uniform wear; however, families are welcome to shop 
elsewhere, provided they adhere to the following Oakwood Dress Code requirements. 

Policies for the Oakwood Dress Code fall into three categories: 

General 

●​ Applies to students AT ALL TIMES when on campus. 

Uniform 

●​ Applies to students on uniform dress days ONLY. 

Free Dress 

●​ Applies to students on free dress days ONLY and to select off-campus, school-sponsored events. 

Grooming 

●​ Students should practice good hygiene; 
●​ Make-up must be natural-looking; 
●​ Nail polish must be conservative, tasteful, and discreet; 
●​ No temporary or permanent tattoos, or drawings on skin. 

Shirts & Outerwear 

General 

●​ No visible undergarments at any time; 
●​ No visible midriffs; 
●​ Clothing may not have prominent holes or tears. 

Uniform 

●​ Use Lands' End Oakwood Uniform Webpages as a reference for color and style; if an item isn’t listed 
with Lands’ End, it isn’t Oakwood appropriate wear; 

●​ All uniform outerwear (sweatshirts/vests/jackets) must have an Oakwood logo (available through Lands’ 
End) or be a “Uniform Approved” item from the Oakwood Spirit Store; 
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●​ Polo shirts may be worn tucked or untucked; shirts may display the Oakwood logo, but is not required; 
all other brand logos are not permitted; 

●​ Undershirts (solid white, solid navy blue, or solid light gray; short or long-sleeved) may be worn under 
uniform shirts; 

●​ Uniform outerwear (sweatshirts/vests/jackets) may be worn inside the classroom; if a sweatshirt has a 
hood, the hood may not be worn indoors; 

●​ Non-uniform heavy winter jackets may be worn over an Oakwood sweatshirt, sweater, or uniform jacket 
outside only (never in the classroom) on cold days;  

●​ Non-uniform shirts, vests, and sweatshirts may not be worn. 

Free Dress 

●​ Shirts/sweatshirts/vests/jackets should be modest and tasteful, and should not contain offensive 
wording or images; 

●​ Shirt straps must be at least two fingers wide and have a modest neckline; 
●​ No pajama-style tops, shirts, or outerwear is to be worn. 

Bottoms 

General 

●​ No visible undergarments at any time; 
●​ Bottoms should be worn at or near the waist; 
●​ Skirts and shorts (both uniform and free dress) must be mid-thigh in length 
●​ Pants/shorts/skirts/skorts must have a hem; 
●​ Clothing may not have prominent holes or tears. 

Uniform 

●​ Use Lands' End Oakwood Uniform Webpages as a reference for color and style; if an item isn’t listed 
with Lands’ End, it isn’t Oakwood appropriate wear; 

●​ Solid navy blue, black, or white leggings may be worn under a skirt or dress; 

Free Dress 

●​ Pants/skirts/shorts/skorts should be modest and tasteful; 
●​ No pajama-style bottoms are to be worn (flannel pants, etc.). 

Footwear 

General 

●​ Shoes must be comfortable with good support, closed-toed, and appropriate for activities/play; 
●​ Shoes must be closed-toed and have a heel strap or covered heel. No flip-flops, or slides; 
●​ Shoes should not have a heel or platform of more than two inches; 
●​ Laced shoes must be tied; 
●​ Athletic shoes must be worn for all PE classes; 
●​ In Preschool-5th grade Crocs are not acceptable due to playground safety  

Uniform 
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●​ Socks must be worn at all times; 
●​ Knee socks should not extend past the knee; 
●​ Acceptable colors for socks or tights are solid white, navy blue, or black; no color stripe should be 

visible; 

Free Dress 

●​ Shoes and socks should be moderate and tasteful. 

Hair 

General 

●​ Cut/Style: 
○​ Must be clean and neat; 
○​ Natural human hair colors, only (i.e. not blue, green, etc.); 
○​ No extreme or distracting haircuts/hairstyles; 
○​ Hair must not cover the face or eyes and must allow full eye contact at all times. 

●​ Hair Accessories: 
○​ Students may wear small/conservative and tasteful hair accessories such as headbands in solid 

white, navy blue, light gray, or forest green. 

Accessories 

General 

●​ Piercings: 
○​ Students may have pierced ears only (no more than two holes per ear); 
○​ No gauges; 

●​ Other jewelry must be simple, tasteful, and discreet, and must not interfere with student safety or activity 
during the course of the school day (e.g. PE); 

●​ Watches must be simple, tasteful, and discreet and should not make noises of any kind, including 
alarms, chimes, etc.; 

●​ In preschool - 5th grade, smart watches that allow for texting and phone calls are not permitted 
●​ Sunglasses should be stored out of sight in the classroom; 
●​ Hats, hoods, and sunglasses may not be worn indoors; 
●​ Animal or other costume accessories (such as cat ear headbands) are not permitted. 

Uniform 

●​ Belts are optional and should match the style and colors of the school uniform. 

PE Uniform (Grades 6-8) 

Middle school students are expected to dress out for PE and remove all accessories (jewelry, watches, etc.). The 
Oakwood Middle School PE uniform consists of: 

●​ Basic t-shirt: a gray short sleeve t-shirt with the Oakwood logo (available through Lands' End); 
●​ Mesh shorts: plain navy blue mesh shorts (no stripes or non-Oakwood logos); 
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●​ Athletic shoes and white, navy blue, or grey, socks; 
●​ Optional: plain navy blue sweatpants (no stripes or logos). May have the Oakwood logo (available 

through Lands’ End). 

Free Dress 

Students are occasionally granted the privilege of free dress days, on which they have the opportunity to wear 
non-uniform clothing. On free dress days, students must still abide by the Oakwood Dress Code. Generally, 
lower school students have a free dress day once a month and middle school students enjoy free dress privilege 
every Friday unless directed otherwise. 

Specific free dress days for lower school are indicated on the Academic Calendar. 

Purchasing Uniforms  

Basic items (polo shirts and navy bottoms) can be purchased at any local retailer (Target, Kohls, Walmart, etc.) 
but use the Oakwood Student Dress Code & Appearance Policy and Oakwood School Uniform pages on the 
Lands' End website as a guide for approved items and permitted style. 

By clicking on the appropriate Lands' End website link below, you'll be assured that only approved uniform items 
for your student's grade level will be displayed. 

●​ Lands' End: Preschool & JrK 
●​ Lands' End: Elementary (K-5) 
●​ Lands' End: Middle School (6-8) 

Lands’ End Uniform Orders 

Due to current supply chain issues, orders on the Lands' End website can take several weeks to arrive, so we 
recommend placing your order as soon as possible to you receive your items in time for the start of school.  

Parents are able to sign up for the Lands' End mailing list at landsend.com/school to receive notices about sales 
and "free logo" offerings. 

●​ Lands' End: Preschool & JrK 
●​ Lands' End: Elementary (K-5) 
●​ Lands' End: Middle School (6-8) 

 

Oakwood Spiritwear 

Some Oakwood spiritwear is uniform approved and may be worn in any grade level. Approved spiritwear can be 
purchased from the Oakwood Spirit Store and will be labeled as "Uniform Approved". 

Uniform Tips 

●​ Polo shirts do not require the school logo, however some parents elect to add them. Polo shirt colors: 
Preschool & JrK = hunter green; Elementary (K-5) = white; Middle School (6-8) = grey. 
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●​ Uniform outerwear (sweaters, sweatshirts and/or jackets) do require an Oakwood logo and must be 
purchased through Lands' End (see links above). 

●​ Oakwood offers a Uniform Exchange pick up before the start of the school year and a Uniform Exchange 
drop off at the end of the school year. Oakwood families donate gently used uniform items, and new 
families are welcome to participate. Come grab an extra sweatshirt or two! 
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Guidelines for Playground Structure 

Students in grades 1 through 8 are allowed to use the play structure during morning recess/brunch and lunch 
recess. They are also allowed to use the structure under teacher supervision any other time of the day. 

Students must adhere to all safety guidelines at all times. 

Parts of the structure that are designed to allow students to get to the top may only be used for “going up.” 

●​ GO UP the steps, cliff climber, chain ladder, snake pole, and small ladder. 
●​ GO DOWN on the steps, banister slide, and steel slide. 
●​ GO ACROSS on the challenge ladder and the track ride. 

Banister Slide- Sit with legs straddling the bars, hands behind you on the bars, face forward, slide down leaning 
back slightly and land on your feet. Do not fall forward. Watch out for other students in the landing area. 

Red Slide- Sit on your bottom with legs extended forward and slide down forward one person at a time. 

Track Ride- Climb up the fat poles to reach the track ride, grip the handle and use your body weight and a 
swinging action to travel across the track. Kick off the end pole and slide back to the original starting place and 
jump down. Watch out for other students in the landing zone. 

Challenge Ladder- Two students at a time may cross the challenge ladder side by side. Grip the bars with your 
hands while hanging your legs straight down. Use your body weight and a swinging action to move forward from 
one bar to the next. Drop to the ground when you tire or reach the end. Land on your feet. Watch out for other 
students when you drop down. 

Bars- Practice chin-ups and pull-ups. 

●​ The wood fiber is for protection and should remain on the ground. 
●​ Learn to climb on your own without assistance. 
●​ The sitting area is on the bench under the play structure or on the wood border around the structure. 
●​ Hanging upside down, “cherry drops”, and flips are not allowed. 
●​ Share and take turns. 
●​ Encourage others to try. 

HAVE FUN AND STAY SAFE!! 

This play structure is developmental and not all students will be successful at all challenges. Encourage them to 
keep trying and one day…it will happen. 

Note: no students are allowed to use the play structure for tag or dodge-ball type activities. 
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High School Academic Probation Policy 

High school students who are not meeting expectations may be placed on Academic Probation if the student’s 
report at any time shows that: 

1.​ Unweighted Grade-Point Average (GPA) is below 2.0 (on a 4.0 scale) or 
2.​ Grades include two or more Ds or one F. 

Students and families are notified by email when a student risks being placed on Academic Probation. Once a 
student is notified, they have two weeks to bring up their grades. Grades are checked weekly. 

The parents of a student who is ultimately placed on Academic Probation will be notified by email.​
​
Students who are placed on Academic Probation: 

1.​ May not be permitted to participate in school-sponsored activities such as athletics or performing arts. 
However, they and their parents may petition the  High School Principal for permission to practice with a 
team, cast, or ensemble. 

2.​ May resume participating in school-sponsored activities such as athletics or performing arts when their 

grades no longer meet the conditions for Academic Probation. Grades are checked weekly.  
3.​ May be required to retake failed courses. 
4.​ May lose scholarship assistance (if applicable) in the school’s sole discretion. 
5.​ May be dismissed from Oakwood High School as a consequence of ongoing poor academic 

performance. 

Notes: 

●​ Unweighted Grade-Point Average (GPA): A raw average of all of the student’s grades. Extra weight is not 
given to Honors or Advanced Placement courses. 

●​ Students on Academic Probation will receive regular monitoring by their teachers, advisor, and the 
Student Support Counselor at intervals of no less than every two weeks, and athletic/performing arts 
participation may be determined by progress during these intervals. 

●​ Students on Academic Probation may be required to attend weekly office hours or other tutoring 
sessions until the grade improves to a satisfactory level. Senior privileges or other privileges may also be 
put on hold. 
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High School Graduation Requirements 

 

High School Graduation Requirements Units 

English 
Must include Genres of Literature (10), British Literature (10), American Literature (10), 
World Literature (10), Freshman Writing (5), and Junior Writing (5). 

50 

Social Sciences 
Must include World Cultures (10), European History (10), U.S. History (10), American 
Government (5), and Economics (5). 

40 

Mathematics 
Students must complete coursework through Algebra II, and take a minimum of three years 
of math. Each year-long math course is (10) credit hours. 

30 

Science 
Must include Conceptual Physics with lab (10), Chemistry with lab (10), and Biology with 
lab (10). 

30 

World Languages 
Must include 30 units in same language. 

30 

Visual or Performing Arts 
Musical Arts (10), Theatrical Arts (10), or Visual Arts (10). 

10 

Physical Education 
Two years (or equivalent) of participation in physical education or high school athletics. (2 
credits per semester or athletic season) 

8 

Electives 
Courses vary by year 

35 

Service Learning 
Must include a minimum 20 hours/year. 

80 hours 

Total Units Required 233 
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High School Service Learning Policy 

Oakwood High School’s Service Learning Program includes service to both community and school. While 
service learning is similar to the concept of community service in that both models involve unpaid work 
benefiting the community, there are distinct differences. Primary among these is service learning’s integration of 
the service to the curricular goals of the school and significant reflection upon the impact of service on both 
student and community. Service learning provides academic, social, and emotional benefits to students, 
emphasizing civic responsibility, leadership, problem solving, hands-on application of academic ideas, and 
commitment to the community. ​
​
Service Learning Form​
High School Student Volunteer Opportunities 

Requirements 

A.​ Students must complete 20 hours of volunteer service each year at Oakwood. 
B.​  At least 10 of the hours must be for a registered, nonprofit organization, outside of Oakwood. The 

nonprofit must have 501(c)(3), tax-exempt status.  
C.​ Outside service may not be for pay or the benefit/credit of the student and must be performed for a 

registered nonprofit organization. Examples include community food pantries, religious institutions, 
scouting groups, local libraries, etc. Students must provide the 501(c)(3) tax id code on the Service 
Learning Form. This information can be found on the website of the nonprofit organization or by 
contacting the organization directly. It is the student’s responsibility to locate this information. 

D.​  Service Learning Forms are available at oakwoodway.org, the Student Center, and Advisors.  
E.​  Opportunities for service will be posted in the Student Center. 
F.​ The hours must be signed off by the person supervising the service activity at the time of the service. 

Students must complete the two-sided form, including the reflection portion, and return the completed 
document to their Advisor as the hours are completed.  

G.​  Forms must be submitted by May 1. 
H.​  Service hours completed during the summer will go towards the following year’s requirements, unless 

otherwise pre-approved by the student’s Advisor or Principal. 
I.​ Students are encouraged to do more than the minimum number of hours. All valid, completed service 

hours will be recorded in the student's permanent file and transcripts. 
J.​ Students will be introduced to the service learning model in Advisory and Assembly. Students will be 

encouraged to identify a need or concern in the school or larger community, research approaches to 
addressing the issue, and commit to relevant voluntary service. As the students complete their service, 
they will discuss the challenges and insights they have gained during their Advisory period. They will 
reflect on the service and complete a reflection project. The service should connect to one of the 
student’s courses or Advisory themes. The reflection and discussion will be completed during weekly 
Advisory sessions.  

K.​ If a student does not submit the required documentation by May 1, the student will then be required to 
complete two service hours for every one left unfulfilled. As this is a requirement for graduation, the 
student must complete the Service Learning requirement before s/he will be allowed to graduate, no 
exceptions. 
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High School Student Expectations & Dress Code 

Oakwood High School endeavors to provide a positive learning environment where students are challenged to 
achieve their highest potentials, explore their particular interests, and become self-motivated individuals 
prepared to lead lives of purpose, integrity, and concern for their local, national, and world communities. To 
maintain that positive learning environment, students adhere to the following standards and rules. 

Students will: 

A.​ Treat others with dignity, respect, and courtesy. 
B.​ Use appropriate language both in and out of the classroom, refraining from profanity and vulgarity. 
C.​ Limit themselves to appropriate physical contact with others. 
D.​ Respect the rights and property of others and behave in a trustworthy, honest manner. 
E.​ Refrain from behavior which may hinder the achievement or safety of themselves or others. 
F.​ Adhere to the dress code and appearance expectations (specifics found in next section). 
G.​ Follow the directions of all faculty and staff members. 
H.​ Be on time to classes, prepared to learn, and having completed assigned work. 
I.​ Not possess or chew gum on campus. 
J.​ Not consume food or drink (other than bottled water) in the classroom buildings or classrooms, unless 

given permission by a faculty member. Food will be allowed in the Student Center, provided that 
students keep the area clean. 

K.​ Not use or possess tobacco or nicotine products (including e-cigarettes/ "vaping" equipment), drugs, or 
alcohol on school campus or at school sponsored activities. See Family Handbook for details on this 
policy. 

L.​ Do their own work and not assist others in their work unless specifically authorized to do so by a faculty 
member. 

M.​ Adhere to the Student Center policies. 
N.​ Submit a completed "Driving Permission Form" before driving to/from school and using the school 

parking lot. 

Dress Code and Appearance 

Oakwood School has dress code and grooming guidelines in order to maintain a positive learning environment 
where students recognize that school standards are elevated compared to other social settings that are more 
casual. Students are expected to dress in a manner that shows respect for education and our K-12 educational 
environment. The school reserves the right to determine what is appropriate dress. Students who come to school 
wearing items determined not to be in accordance with the guidelines below will be asked to change into other 
clothes or call home to have appropriate clothes brought to Oakwood. 

During the school day, students will: 

A.​ Maintain a neat, well-groomed, and clean appearance appropriate to school attendance. 
B.​ Maintain moderate styles and color of hair and makeup. All facial hair must be well-groomed and neat. 

Distracting hair colors and styles, including those that cover the face or eyes, are not allowed. 
C.​ Not wear overly casual, ill-fitting, or torn clothing (e.g., sleepwear, beachwear, tops that reveal the midriff, 

low cut tops, shirt straps with width of less than two fingers, visible undergarments/undershirts, or 
clothing with prominent holes or tears), or clothing that displays a disruptive or offensive message.  

D.​ Skirts and shorts must be mid-thigh or longer. 
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E.​ Practice good hygiene. 
F.​ Wear shoes at all times. Closed-toed shoes must be worn in science labs and art rooms. 
G.​ Limit visible body piercing to the ears and nose (small stud only) and not wear gauges. 
H.​ Not wear sunglasses, hats, or hoods in school buildings.  

Student Lockers 

Students will: 

A.​ Use lockers exclusively for the storage of school-related materials and authorized personal items. 
B.​ Be solely responsible for the contents of his/her locker and should not share his/her locker with other 

students. 
C.​ Not divulge locker combinations to other students. 
D.​ Not damage lockers in any way on the inside or outside of any locker. 
E.​ Not leave food or drinks in lockers overnight. Students will not store anything in their lockers that might 

damage the locker. 
F.​ Keep his/her locker closed and locked at all times when not actively using it. 
G.​ Not block access to another student's locker or leave anything in the hallways. 

All lockers assigned to students are the property of Oakwood High School. At no time does the school relinquish 
its exclusive control of its lockers. Oakwood administrators and designated teachers are authorized to search 
lockers and locker contents at any time, without notice, and without parental or student consent. Any items 
found to be in violation of Oakwood's policies will be immediately confiscated and parents notified. 

Student Center Policy 

Most students have the benefit of a study period. It is the student's responsibility to use this time wisely. There 
are two locations that may be utilized during this time: the Student Center and the High School Quad.  

Student Center Expectations 

A.​ Students respect the space and its contents. Any misuse of the building, furnishings, or supplies will 
result in serious consequences, including loss of Student Center privileges. Students will be held liable 
for any damages. 

B.​ Students respect other classes by maintaining a low volume. Music can be listened to with headphones 
only. 

C.​ Students must sign in at the beginning of their Study Center periods and remain in approved areas 
unless they have pre-approval from a teacher and sign out of the Student Center. 

D.​ Students are NOT permitted to use the Athletic Center, Barn, Blacktop/Playground, Fields, Sport Court, 
or Tennis Courts during study periods without the express permission and supervision of a faculty 
member. 

E.​ Students will not handle the sliding glass walls unless directed to do so by a faculty member. 
F.​ Students will maintain the Monarch Butterfly collaboration room as a silent study space. 
G.​ Students on Academic Probation will report to the High School Office conference room during non-class 

time. 
H.​ Students will be permitted to prepare and eat lunches in the Student Center so long as they clean all 

trash, avoid spills, and maintain microwaves, kettles, and countertops. 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 78 

http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

 

Use of Electronics 

With use of any computer (personal or Oakwood-owned), students will: 

A.​ Maintain proper usage and care of all school equipment. 
B.​ Use computers, related devices, the Internet, and email in an appropriate, ethical, and legal manner and 

only for assigned schoolwork or approved activities. 
C.​ Not access inappropriate websites, bulletin boards, or chat rooms. 
D.​ Not circumvent Oakwood’s firewall via VPN or any other means. 
E.​ Not play computer or video games on any electronic device during school hours, including during 

breaks, lunch, or study periods. 
F.​ Convey the details of any computer/network security problem to the administration without discussing it 

with other students. Students should understand that the school has the ability to track student access 
to the Internet and also to shut down access by a personal device if the device is being used 
inappropriately. 

G.​ Not knowingly transmit incorrect or false information. 
H.​ Not monitor the network's or another's computer activity. 
I.​ Not change Oakwood computer settings/options/preferences (e.g., screensavers, desktop designs), 

download files or software of any type, or disrupt or attempt to disrupt an electronic device or anyone's 
use of an electronic device or the network. 

J.​ Not save anything to an Oakwood computer desktop/hard drive. All student material should be saved to 
a student's personal USB drive or Google drive. 

K.​ Sign out of any Oakwood computer following use. 
L.​ Not share passwords with another person or log on with another person's account. 
M.​ Properly cite all information obtained through research on the Internet. 
N.​ Not access another's folders, work, or files unless given specific permission by the individual. 
O.​ Not photocopy material without the express permission of a staff member. 
P.​ Adhere to these expectations, and understand that improper use of Oakwood equipment will result in 

loss of use. 
Q.​ Understand that Oakwood is not responsible for the repair or loss of students' personal devices. 

Cameras on campus: 

A.​ Cameras cannot be used in the classroom unless a teacher specifically gives permission to students for 
each occurrence. 

B.​ Those being filmed need to be made aware that they are being filmed, and give their permission to be 
filmed. 

C.​ Cameras should never be a distraction to the school atmosphere. 
D.​ These rules apply at all times, whether during the school day or not. Students who do not comply with 

these expectations risk losing these privileges, having the camera taken away, and possible suspension, 
if the action is considered by the school to be malicious. 

Personal laptops may be used to play music according to the following rules: 
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A.​ Students may use personal laptops to listen to music during their regularly scheduled study periods or if 
teachers give permission for use in their classes. 

B.​ Students must use headphones and the volume should only be loud enough for that one student to hear. 
C.​ The use of personal electronics should not distract others. 

Phones/Watches/Headphones/Earbuds on campus: 

A.​ Phones may not be used during school hours (including during restroom breaks, lunch, or study 
periods), except with express permission from a faculty member. If a student needs to make a phone 
call, they should come to the High School Office. 

B.​ All phones must be turned off or silenced. Any phone that rings or audibly beeps during class will be 
taken away from the student. 

C.​ Smart watches should be used only for keeping time, not communication or internet access, during 
school hours. 

D.​ Students must remove earbuds when first entering a classroom. With teacher permission, students may 
later use earbuds to listen to music during class. 

E.​ The school reserves the right to examine any personal device taken away or found on the campus in 
order to determine ownership. 

F.​ Phones and other personal devices that are being used without permission will be taken away. ​
First Offense: student will retrieve the device from the High School Office at the end of the school day.​
Second Offense: student will retrieve the device from the principal at the end of the school day. ​
Third Offense: student will lose the privilege of having the device on their person during school hours. 
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High School Honor Code 

PREAMBLE 

Oakwood High School is an academic community whose educational mission requires the highest level of 
character, integrity, and trust among students and faculty. Its mission is sustained by the honor of all. Each of us 
at Oakwood pledges to act honorably in word and deed and to tolerate nothing less of others. 

HONOR AND OAKWOOD STUDENTS 

An Oakwood student's education flourishes in an atmosphere of respect and trust shared by peers and faculty. 
Honor is the essential element of this vital atmosphere. When students submit assignments to the faculty for 
evaluation, they do so with their word of honor that their work was produced by their own efforts and in accord 
with the guidelines established by the faculty in their syllabi and/or individual assignments. All exchanges among 
faculty and students must be truthful and honorable. Oakwood is committed to the principle that a lasting 
education and an upright character depend on students' truthfulness and honorable ownership of the fruits of 
their lifelong endeavors. Lying, cheating, and stealing are violations of honor and are incompatible with our 
community's pursuit of excellence in character and achievement. 

THE HONOR PLEDGES 

At the beginning of each academic year, each student at Oakwood High School will read and sign the pledge 
below, and a parent or guardian will attest to the student's pledge: 

On my honor as an Oakwood student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, or to tolerate those who do. 

On all work submitted for evaluation and assessment (including tests, quizzes, papers, projects, works), each 
student will write out and sign the following pledge: 

On my honor as an Oakwood student, I have neither given nor received aid on this assignment except as 
permitted by my instructor. 

SANCTIONS FOR HONOR CODE VIOLATIONS 

Any violation of the honor code of Oakwood High School is of grave concern to the community. A suspected 
violation of our honor system will, in most instances, be first investigated by a faculty member. If the suspicion is 
confirmed, the incident will be reported to the principal, who will pursue the matter with the concerned faculty 
member, the student, the student's family, advisor, and others as deemed appropriate by Oakwood. 

Academic dishonesty on a quiz or test will result in a score of 0. 

For other violations of academic integrity, students will face at least the following consequences: 

●​ 1st offense: redo the assignment to a maximum of 70% 
●​ 2nd offense: redo the assignment to a maximum of 50% 
●​ 3rd offense: (redo the assignment) to a maximum of 0% and serve a suspension 
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Sanctions may also include exclusion from co-curricular activities. Any sanction will be imposed in accord with 
the best interest of the Oakwood community and the student, in the school's sole discretion. The guiding 
principle will always be the centrality of honor in the life of Oakwood High School. 
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Lower School Student Expectations 

Oakwood is a wonderful place to learn and grow! In addition to academics, children are learning and developing 
social skills for life. We believe that most children want to be successful and in harmony with their world. We also 
recognize that everyone makes mistakes and deserves an opportunity to correct, learn and grow from them. 
Therefore, at Oakwood we exercise a philosophy of positive discipline - recognizing and celebrating appropriate 
behaviors while emphasizing the relationship between action and consequence. Just as in the “real” world, 
Oakwood students have certain rights and responsibilities. 

Oakwood students have the right . . . 

●​ To be an active participant in a vibrant school community. 
●​ To learn in an environment that is conducive to achievement and personal growth. 
●​ To express themselves creatively and voice their opinions in a socially acceptable manner. 
●​ To feel secure and safe from verbal and physical harm while on school property and at all 

school-sponsored functions off school property. 
●​ To enjoy clean, well-maintained school facilities. 
●​ To fully understand the school's expectations regarding behavior, academics, and dress code. 
●​ To fully understand the consequences for violating these rules and expectations. 

Oakwood students have a responsibility . . . 

●​ To take ownership of their actions, words, and academic work. 
●​ To remain safe by following school rules and teachers’ directions. 
●​ To be respectful of themselves, others, and the Oakwood environment. 

Students involved in undesirable behaviors are subject to appropriate consequences commensurate to the 
offense. Happily, most unacceptable student behaviors are corrected by the child on his or her own with close 
guidance from the teacher in a timely manner. Note that parents may not be contacted on each and every 
offense as appropriate behaviors are being learned. 

In the case of serious, consistent, or chronic inability to adhere to Oakwood expectations, parents will be notified 
and brought in to assist in the learning process. 

In the rare instance of serious misconduct, for example, actions involving emotional or physical harm to another, 
suspension and expulsion are possible. Just as Oakwood strives to meet the needs of every student, we expect 
that each student will strive to adhere to the needs and expectations of their school community. 

Oakwood parents have a responsibility . . . 

●​ To support the teacher and administration as they help guide a child onto the appropriate path, 
understanding that we all have the same goals for our students - a happy, successful school experience!
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Middle School Student Expectations 

Oakwood students have the right... 

●​ to be a member of a vibrant school community where they are treated with respect. 
●​ to receive competent instruction that addresses their individual learning needs. 
●​ to be in a classroom environment that is conducive to learning. 
●​ to express themselves creatively and voice their opinions in a socially acceptable manner. 
●​ to feel secure and safe from physical harm, as well as verbal, physical and sexual harassment 
●​ while on school property and at all school-sponsored functions off school property. 
●​ to enjoy clean, well-maintained school facilities 
●​ to fully understand the school's expectations regarding discipline, academics, and the dresscode, as 

well as to be aware of the consequences for violating these rules and expectations. 
●​ to be treated respectfully without regard to gender, sexual orientation or identity, ethnicity, religion, or 

national origin.  

Therefore, Oakwood students have the responsibility to... 

Academic Effort 

●​ Work to their potential. 
●​ Bring all needed materials to class, including a charged laptop; be able to locate those materials. 
●​ Actively participate (allowing for different modes of participation).   
●​ Take notes, when appropriate or when directed to, limiting open tabs and apps on the computer to those 

necessary to taking notes. 
●​ Meet all deadlines for projects, homework, studying for tests, etc. and check Veracross each night. 

Academic Eligibility for Extracurricular Participation (Middle School) 

●​ Students must maintain satisfactory academic standing in order to participate in extracurricular activities 
not associated with a course. Any non-athletic extracurricular activities will follow the same guidelines 
outlined in the Athletic Eligibility Policy (Middle School) 

Academic Integrity  

●​ Be familiar with definitions of cheating, plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. 
●​ Refrain from engaging in any act of academic dishonesty, including copying homework. 
●​ Realize that a student who allows work to be copied is also guilty of academic dishonesty. 
●​ Properly cite all information obtained through research on the Internet. 
●​ Ask a teacher whether something qualifies as academic dishonesty if unclear. 

 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 84 

http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

After-School Conduct 

Carpool 

●​ Be responsible for safely finding carpool rides by proceeding to carpool area after school. 
●​ Stay in designated areas after school while waiting for rides (locker area, office walkway, sidewalk by 

parking lot). 
●​ Follow the direction of school staff on duty at carpool. 
●​ Report to the Library after school by 3:45 pm if still on campus and not attending a school event. 
●​ Leave campus on foot to obtain transportation (bus, etc.) only with a signed parental permission note on 

file in the office. 

Attending after-school sports 

●​ Be active observers of the game or other activity and stay in designated field/gym area. 

Assemblies 

●​ Follow teachers’ instructions at all times. 
●​ Show respect and courtesy while waiting for the assembly to begin and to those that are presenting, 

remembering that cell phones must remain in backpacks, not pockets. 
●​ Listen to and follow instructions after the assembly.   
●​ Stack chairs when indicated. 

Athletic Eligibility Policy (Middle School)  

Oakwood believes in the value of academics and athletics for our student-athletes. A student is ineligible to 
participate in athletics if they have three (3) or more grades below 70% (D) or any single grade below 60% (F). 
Students and families are notified in advance if there is a potential eligibility concern. Once a student is notified, 
they have approximately two weeks to bring up their grades before becoming ineligible. If the student's grades 
remain below these standards at the specified date, they will be ineligible to participate in practices and games 
until grades improve. Grades are checked weekly. Please note: participation in extracurricular activities other 
than athletics which are also not considered part of a course is also governed by the standards listed here.  

Pre-Trimester Eligibility Notification 

●​ Approximately 2-3 weeks before the end of each trimester, an email will be sent home to any 
student-athlete and their family whose current academic status may impact their eligibility for the 
upcoming sports season.  

●​ Student-athletes who are at risk of ineligibility are encouraged to meet with their teachers and advisors 
for support, utilize after school academic support resources, and create a plan for improvement before 
trimester grades are finalized.  

Attendance 

●​ Attend school on all official school days. 
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●​ Make-up any work and/or tests missed due to absence in a timely manner, according to the individual 
classroom teacher's policies. 

●​ Schedule appointments (doctor, etc.) outside of school hours, whenever possible.Understand that when 
absent for more than half of their classes on a school day, a student may not attend after-school or 
evening activities, practices, rehearsals, performances, or games.  

●​ Let teachers know if you have a pre-planned absence for advance notice of any discretionary absences, 
at least a week in advance, when possible. 

●​ Obtain a pass from the Main Office when arriving late to school or to a class during the day. 

Backpacks 

●​ Store backpacks in the back of the classrooms or where advised by the teacher. 
●​ Laptops should be stored INSIDE backpacks or lockers whenever not being used in the classroom. 
●​ Backpacks left outside against the buildings should not obstruct the walkway. 
●​ All backpacks must be removed from the classroom area by dismissal. 

Brunch/Break Conduct 

●​ Visit lockers, restrooms, vending machines, quad area and blacktop. 
●​ Computers and phones may not be used during brunch or breaks outside of a classroom without a 

teacher’s permission. 
●​ Eat their snacks as they visit their lockers and in the quad area. 
●​ Dispose of all trash completely. 

Campus Safety 

●​ Stay within the campus boundaries.  
●​ Follow the instructions of teachers and/or other school officials during school hours. 

Citizenship 

●​ Actively participate as a member of the Oakwood School community.  
●​ Respect the rights of other members of the Oakwood School community. 
●​ Realize that online conduct should reflect Oakwood appropriate behavior and that all students will be 

held accountable for their online behavior.  

Classroom Conduct 

●​ Respect classroom rules and the role of the teacher.  
●​ Respect the opinions of others. 
●​ When using laptops, use them only for classroom work, and have open only the tabs or apps that are 

needed for that work.Seek assistance if needed and ask questions if confused. 
●​ Work cooperatively in groups; share the workload equally. 
●​ Arrive to class on time and prepared, including having done the previous night's homework. This 

includes being seated in 1st period classrooms by 8:30 am. 
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Dances and Socials 

●​ Be aware of and comply with the following policies:Only  
○​ Oakwood middle school students may attend dances and socials. 
○​ Written permission slips with parents' contact information must be turned in before students will 

be allowed to enter the dance/social.  
○​ No one may leave before the dance/social is over, unless a parent comes inside to accompany 

the student out of the dance/social. 
●​ Follow all school expectations.  
●​ Students who don’t may be required to leave.Be picked up by a parent/guardian promptly at the end of 

the activity. 

Dress Code 

●​ Abide by the Oakwood Dress Code policies. 
●​ No visible tattoos or body art of any kind will be permitted (unless for religious purposes). This includes 

the drawing or marking on hands and arms with pens, pencils, markers, or any other device that leaves 
designs or marks, temporary or permanent. 

Electronics 

Cameras 

●​ The camera function of cell phones or any other kind of camera may not be used during school hours, 
except with the permission of a teacher. 

●​ May use cameras on campus only if the following specifications are followed: 
○​ Cameras cannot be used in the classroom unless a teacher specifically gives permission to 

students for each occurrence. 
○​ Those being filmed need to be made aware that they are being filmed and give their permission 

to be filmed. 
○​ Cameras should never be a distraction to the school atmosphere. 
○​ These rules apply at all times, whether during the school day or not. 

Computers (Violation may result in loss of computer privileges.) 

●​ Maintain proper usage and care of all school equipment. 
●​ Use computers, related devices, the internet, and email in an appropriate, ethical, and legal manner and 

only for assigned schoolwork or approved activities. 
●​ Not access inappropriate websites, bulletin boards, or chat rooms. 
●​ Not circumvent Oakwood’s firewall via VPN or any other means. 
●​ Not play computer or video games on any electronic device during school hours, including during 

breaks, lunch, or study periods. 
●​ Convey the details of any computer/network security problem to the administration without discussing it 

with other students. Students should understand that the school has the ability to track student access 
to the internet and also to shut down access. 

●​ Not knowingly transmit incorrect or false information. 
●​ Not monitor the network's or another's computer activity. 
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●​ Not change Oakwood computer settings/options/preferences (e.g., screensavers, desktop designs), 
download files or software of any type, or disrupt or attempt to disrupt an electronic device or anyone's 
use of an electronic device or the network. 

●​ Not save anything to an Oakwood computer desktop/hard drive. All student material should be saved to 
a student's personal USB drive or google drive. 

●​ Sign out of any Oakwood computer following use. 
●​ Not share passwords with another person or log on with another person's account. 
●​ Not access another's folders, work, or files unless given specific permission by the individual AND the 

teacher. 
●​ Understand that Oakwood is not responsible for the repair or loss of students' personal devices. 
●​ Understand that it is the students’ responsibility to make sure that the laptops are charged every night 

and ready for the next day. 
●​ Realize that laptops should remain closed until the teacher requests that the students open them. 
●​ Ask a teacher's permission before accessing Oakwood appropriate sites on the internet. (Turn off the 

monitor and notify a teacher at once if inappropriate material appears.) 
●​ When using laptops, have only the teacher-approved tabs and apps open.  If other tabs/apps are open 

during class, it will be assumed that the student is in violation of the Oakwood technology agreement. 

Music 

●​ Music may only be listened to during BOOST using a student laptop; students must use 
headphones/earbuds and the volume should only be loud enough for that one student to hear. 

●​ The use of personal electronics should not distract others. 
●​ Phones may not be used for playing music. 
●​ Make sure the music on a laptop or personal device is Oakwood appropriate. 

 Personal Devices & School Email (Violation may result in loss of account privileges.) 

●​ Use student email accounts appropriately and responsibly and realize that student email accounts may 
be monitored to ensure that there is no abuse or inappropriate usage. 

●​ Never access the internet through a cell phone or other personal device without permission of a teacher, 
even during BOOST. Internet access via cell phones or other non-approved personal devices is not 
allowed during school hours. 

●​ No form of instant/text messaging by students is allowed during school hours. 
●​ Keep all cell phones turned off and out of sight at all times (including lunch and breaks) during school 

hours. Smart watches should only be used for telling time during school hours. 
●​ Students must remove earbuds when first entering a classroom. With teacher permission, students may 

later use earbuds to listen to music during class. 
●​ Personal devices that are being used without permission will be confiscated.  First offense: Student will 

retrieve the device from the Main Office with a tech violation and a warning. Second offense: Parent will 
retrieve the device from the Main Office.  Third offense: Student will lose the privilege of having the 
device at school for a specified period or will have to check the device into the office every day and 
retrieve it each day after school. The time period for loss of privileges will be extended on any further 
violations, and could lead to loss of privileges for the remainder of the school year.  
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 Technology Violations  

●​ Violations of these policies will result in loss of privileges, on an escalating scale.  
●​ Please see also Student Technology and Social Media Use Policy.  

Emergencies  

●​ Listen to and promptly follow the instructions of their teacher. 
●​ Refrain from distracting others. 
●​ Refrain from texting during emergency situations; Oakwood will release all necessary authorized 

information. 
●​ Participate in emergency drills using the same conduct as an actual emergency. 

Field Trips 

●​ Meet all school expectations, even while off school campus. 
●​ Listen to and follow directions of tour guides and/or program leaders promptly and respectfully. 
●​ Always stay in groups of at least four when not with the larger group. 

Harassment 

●​ Refrain from harassment of another student at any time, including physical harassment, verbal 
harassment, cyber harassment, and/or sexual harassment. 

●​ Report any incident of harassment to a school official. 

Language 

●​ Use appropriate language both in and out of the classroom. 
●​ Refrain from using profanity, abusive and/or vulgar language at any time while on school property, 

online, and/or while participating in school-sponsored events. (This includes playground, restrooms, and 
locker rooms.) 

Lockers  

All lockers assigned to students are the exclusive property of Oakwood School. Oakwood reserves the right to 
search lockers and locker contents at any time, without notice, and without parental or student consent.  Any 
items found to be in violation of Oakwood's policies will be immediately confiscated and parents notified. 

●​ Use lockers exclusively to store school related materials and authorized personal items. 
●​ Be responsible for the contents of their lockers and not share their lockers with other students, nor 

divulge locker combinations to other students, unless authorized by an Oakwood administrator or 
teacher. 

●​ Refrain from making marks of any kind on the inside or outside of ANY locker. 
●​ Not keep any food or drinks overnight inside lockers or anything that might melt. 
●​ Not use any form of adhesive material (i.e. stickers, tape, glue, etc.) on the inside or outside of ANY 

locker.   
●​ Use magnets on the inside of their lockers to hang photos, etc. 

www.oakwoodway.org/family-handbook​ 89 

http://www.oakwoodway.org/familyhandbook


 

●​ Keep their locker closed at all times when they are not actively engaged with using their locker.Keep no 
more than a reasonable amount of contents in the locker. 

●​ Not touch or harm the contents of another student's locker at any time without that student's explicit 
consent. 

●​ Not leave anything on the ground in front of the lockers. 
●​ Make reasonable efforts not to block access of another student's locker. 
●​ Not slam or cause their locker door to slam shut OR slam or cause the locker door of another student to 

slam shut. 
●​ Ask an administrator or teacher prior to acting, if unsure of proper locker usage. 

Lunch Conduct 

●​ Once released from class, students may visit their lockers, and then proceed to the lunch line to get 
food, or to the quad area to begin eating. 

●​ If a lunch is delivered to school from home, pick up lunch at the office, not the parking lot. 
●​ Remain in their chosen location as they eat; when finished, raise their hands and wait to be excused by a 

teacher, then throw garbage away. 
●​ Wait patiently and respectfully for a teacher dismissal; dismissal to the blacktop and field begins 

approximately 18 minutes after lunch begins. 
●​ After being excused, may socialize, play or hang out in the quad, on the black top, on the field. 
●​ May briefly visit lockers and restrooms, but these areas are not for socializing. 
●​ Laptops are not to be used during lunch break, unless a teacher approves of the use in their classroom. 

School Property 

●​ Treat school property with respect. 
●​ Treat school landscaping with respect including, but not limited to, refraining from walking through 

landscaped areas. 
●​ Report any incident of misuse/abuse of school property to a school official. 
●​ Repair or replace any property damaged due to their negligent and/or deliberate actions. 

Textbooks 

●​ Treat textbooks with respect, both those that belong to the student and the school.  
●​ Repair or replace textbooks that are lost or damaged. 

Vending Machines 

●​ Use the vending machines in The Barn (not the Athletic Center) only at appropriate times, including 
brunch, breaks, and lunch. Permission from a coach or teacher is required at all other times during 
school hours. 

●​ Provide your own correct change. 
●​ Never loiter in the vending machine area. 
●​ Let the front office know immediately if the vending machines are out of order. 
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PSA (Parent Service Auxiliary) Information 

Volunteer 

Volunteers play an important role in helping Oakwood School fulfill its mission. Without our parent volunteers, 
Oakwood School would not be the connected, vibrant community that it is. 

All parents/guardians are encouraged to attend our monthly Community Involvement Meetings to connect with 
other parents/guardians, meet new friends, and explore the volunteer opportunities available throughout our 
school community. We also invite you to explore our current volunteer opportunities. Discover how you can make 
a difference and get involved today! 

Current Volunteer Opportunities 

Community Involvement Meetings 

Parent Service Auxiliary (PSA) 

Oakwood recognizes the most important aspect of a child's education—parental involvement. 

The PSA was established to provide a way for parents to give meaningful and significant service to the school. 
The PSA Board works closely with school administration in designing and implementing activities that will benefit 
the school and the students. Parents are encouraged to get involved and become part of the school network. 
Fantastic activities are planned by the PSA throughout the year to foster school spirit, entertain, provide 
wholesome fun and draw students, parents, and faculty closer together. Many are annual events that are full of 
tradition and build our school heritage. 

There is a wonderful, varied kaleidoscope of families at Oakwood, and this is the perfect setting to make friends 
and be involved. 

The mission of the PSA is to strengthen and foster our school community and contribute meaningful service to 
Oakwood. The PSA Board serves as a liaison between the administration, staff and parents, encouraging parental 
involvement, hosting social and fundraising events, assisting with community outreach programs, and enhancing 
educational opportunities now and for the future. 

Volunteer  
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2026-2027 Tuition & Fee Schedule; Terms & Conditions 

Oakwood is a non-profit organization funded by tuition and charitable contributions. All fees are subject to 
change. This schedule supersedes others released prior to 1/1/2026. 

Preschool & Junior Kindergarten Tuition 

Tuition rates are for the full academic school year, August 20, 2026 – May 26, 2027 

*12-month payment plan cost/month 

Program Enrollment Fee 
3/4-day Tuition​

(8:15 am - 1:15 pm) 
School-day Tuition​
(8:15 am - 3:15 pm) 

Preschool​
2-day, T/Th 

$500 
$635/month*​
$7,620/annual 

$780/month*​
$9,360/annual 

Preschool​
3-day, M/W/F 

$500 
$975/month*​

$11,700/annual 
$1,190/month*​
$14,280/annual 

Preschool​
5-day, M-F  

$500 
$1,305/month*​
$15,660/annual 

$1,600/month*​
$19,200/annual 

Jr. Kindergarten​
5-day, M-F 

$500 
$1,450/month*​
$17,400/annual 

$1,680/month*​
$20,160/annual 

Kindergarten - High School Tuition 

Tuition rates are for the full academic school year, August 20, 2026 – May 26, 2027 

*12-month payment plan cost/month 

Program Enrollment Fee Tuition 
Book & ​

Activity Fee 

Kindergarten $1,000 
$2,105/month*​
$25,260/annual 

- 

Elementary​
(Grades 1-5) 

$1,000 
$2,880/month*​
$34,560/annual 

- 

Middle School​
(Grades 6-8) 

$1,000 
$3,025/month*​
$36,300/annual 

$820 

High School​
(Grades 9-12) 

$1,000 
$3,110/month*​
$37,320/annual 

$1,220 

Tuition amounts and obligations are calculated on an annual basis and can be paid monthly through FACTS 
Management tuition payment services. 
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Application Fee 

A one-time, non-refundable application fee of $100 is due with each new student application for kindergarten 
through high school, and $75 for preschool and junior kindergarten. 

Enrollment Fee & Deadlines 

An annual, non-refundable enrollment fee is due at the time of enrollment.  

For new students, this fee is due upon initial enrollment in the school. For returning students, payment of the 
enrollment fee (and completion of the online re-enrollment process) must be completed by Friday, January 30, 
2026, in order to secure returning students’ placement. Students attempting to re-enroll after this date will be 
considered only on a space-available basis and will incur a $100 reinstatement fee. A family’s financial account 
must be current in order to re-enroll. 

Book & Activity Fee 

Most miscellaneous middle and high school fees are consolidated into a single annual Book and Activity Fee, 
which covers textbooks, yearbooks, sports, elective classes, promotion, graduation, and other student activities. 
This fee is paid by all upper school students, regardless of the portion of the year they are enrolled, the activities 
they participate in, or the books they receive.  This non-refundable fee is due July 20, 2026, and is $820 for 
Middle School and $1,220 for High School. The Book and Activity Fee is nonrefundable; students who leave the 
school mid-year are not entitled to a refund of any portion of the Book and Activity Fee. 

Other Student Expenses 

Various fees are charged for certain activities by grade level. School lunches are ordered in advance through an 
outside vendor to which payments are made directly. Overnight field trips begin in 4th grade and, although not 
mandatory, constitute a core part of the school program and are charged separately from tuition and any other 
fees. These amounts are announced each year, well in advance of the trips.  

Tuition Payment Plans 

Enrolling a student obligates the parent (or responsible party) to pay the full annual tuition and all other fees 
incurred. Tuition payments are made via FACTS Management in the following ways: 

●​ Early Annual Payment: Tuition paid in full by February 9, 2026 will receive a discount of $200 per 
student. The Early Annual Payment is processed online through FACTS as no cost to the family.   

●​ Single Annual Payment: Tuition paid in full by April 17, 2026, or “Single Annual Payment” is processed 
online through FACTS at no cost to the family. 

●​ Two Payment Plan: Tuition is paid in two payments. The first installment is due April 17, 2026, and the 
second installment is due October 16, 2026. These two separate payments are processed online through 
FACTS at no cost to the family. 

●​ Monthly Payment Plan: Tuition is paid by monthly electronic funds transfer (“EFT”) payments (or via 
credit card for an additional fee) through FACTS, with an annual enrollment fee of $85 for each FACTS 
account (not student). In addition, there will be a monthly $10 Administrative Fee per student for this 
payment plan. The 12 monthly payments begin June 5, 2026, and end May 5, 2027. The FACTS payment 
plan account set-up deadline for returning students is January 30, 2026, and for new students is upon 
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initial enrollment. Families paying monthly can add the Peace of Mind insurance offered by FACTS. For 
details and to add this insurance, contact FACTS at 866-441-4637.  
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Priority Application & Sibling Discounts 

New student applications for siblings of current students will receive priority consideration if received before 
January 9, 2026. Families with more than one enrolled student receive a $500 tuition discount for each additional 
child enrolled. Sibling discounts are only available to students who remain enrolled for the entire school year and 
meet all enrollment and payment deadlines. 

Financial Aid 

Financial aid is available on a limited basis for families with qualifying financial need. Aid applications are 
completed online at oakwoodway.org/aid, and must be submitted each year that assistance is needed (by the 
re-enrollment deadline for current students or at the time of initial application for new students). Financial aid is 
only available to students who remain enrolled for the entire school year and who meet all enrollment and 
payment deadlines. 

Scholarships 

Merit-based Scholarships are available for new students entering Grades 6–12. Applications must be submitted 
with the new enrollment application. Scholarships are awarded annually, and recipients must remain in good 
standing and submit an annual renewal request. Scholarships are only available to students who remain enrolled 
for the entire school year and who meet all enrollment and payment deadlines.  

Before and After School Recreation (Preschool - 8th Grade) 

Before School Recreation is available from 7:00 am until the start of the school day. After School Recreation is 
offered from 3:15-6:00 pm. Enrollment on a contract/regular basis is done through the online enrollment process, 
and requests are processed on a first-come, first-served basis. Occasional or “visitor” use is based on space 
available and does not require an enrollment form. 

Program 
Monday-Friday, 

Annual 
Set Day of Week,​

Annual 
Pre-Scheduled Visit,​

Per Visit 

Before School 
Recreation 

$1,056 $360 $10 

After School​
Recreation 

$3,204 $1,092 $32 

Preschool​
2-day, T/Th $1,524 $1,092 $32 

Preschool ​
3-day, M/W/F $2,376 $1,092 $32 

Late Pick-up Fees (Preschool - 8th Grade) 

Students must be picked up from school promptly at the end of their school day or extended program. Preschool 
- 8th grade students who are not picked up at the appointed time will be supervised until their parents arrive. 
Parents will be billed a late pick-up fee of $1 per minute, capped at double the drop-in rate. These charges are 
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generated based on documented pick-up times and cannot be waived by the Oakwood staff supervising the 
student. 

Automatic Payment 

Oakwood School uses FACTS to process tuition payments (single, two-pay, and monthly) and other incidental 
charges. FACTS is free to use for incidental payments. Families are encouraged to enable autopay to avoid late 
fees. Charges are posted in advance and can be reviewed before monthly payments are processed. 

Late Fees & Collection Costs 

Due dates are provided for tuition payment and most school fees. Those fees without a stated due date are due 
by the 20th of the month in which they are billed. Any fees paid after their due date will incur a $10 late fee. This 
is in addition to any fees charged by other parties, including FACTS. The parent (and/or any other responsible 
party) is also liable for all costs the school incurs in its effort to collect any unpaid balances. Please see your 
family’s enrollment agreement for the full consequences of delinquent accounts. 

Withdrawal & Dismissal 

Students enrolled at a private school, including Oakwood, may be withdrawn by parents or dismissed by the 
School administration at any time and for any reason. Regardless of the circumstances for a student’s 
withdrawal or dismissal, families remain responsible for the student’s full annual tuition and fees. Scholarships, 
financial aid, and other discounts are only available to students who remain enrolled for the entire school year 
and will not be considered in calculating the remaining tuition balance for students who withdraw or are 
dismissed. Any unpaid tuition and fees must be paid in full within 15 days of withdrawal or dismissal. 

Summer@Oakwood 

Summer@Oakwood welcomes children from the entire community with half-day or full-day offerings, as well as 
extended care options. Registration is separate from the re-enrollment and new student enrollment process. 
Program dates and details are available at oakwoodway.org/summer. 
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