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By Ron Barry

CAVALIER SOCCER JOINS SECTIONAL LINEUP; MARQUEZ
& MARKGRAF DYERSBURG STATE BOUND
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Above: One of the most terrifying sights a West Tennessee
goalkeeper can see: Crockett's Chris Cerda on the move with a point-
blank shot. It happened twice against Haywood, and it was 2-O after
the second one. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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On a campus full of TSSAA post-season play Wednesday
evening, the most intense duel of the night might be on the
soccer pitch in Cavalier Stadium.

Yes, the baseball team is at home too, just two wins away from
a State Tournament berth — and they're hosting Lakeland Prep
in a twin bill starting at 4:30. Yes, the softball team is at home
too, facing McNairy Central for the Region 7-AAA championship
at 6:00 and the chance to host a Sectional on Friday.

And now - by virtue of its 7-1 conquest of Haywood in a Region
7 semifinal Tuesday night — Crockett's soccer team will be
hosting a region championship match Wednesday night as well,
against a familiar group of faces.

It's Round 3 of Crockett County vs. South Gibson County this
season, perhaps West Tennessee’s fiercest rivalry in the sport
the rest of the world knows as (true) football. The Cavaliers
have won the previous two battles in 2026, but that isn't likely
to mean a thing when the opening whistle blows at 6:00.

There’s nothing the Hornets from Medina would rather do than
take a title away from the Cavaliers — and there's nothing
Crockett would rather do than be able to host a Sectional on
Saturday while making South Gibson hit the road for its next
game.

Against Haywood — a scrappy but overmatched squad Tuesday
— Coach Alex Taylor's club scored a lot of goals, especially in
the second half, but looked far from its best in achieving the
win.

www.crockettcavs.net

“The outcome was fine; the result looks good,” Taylor said,
“but | don't think anyone in this program would say that we
played particularly well tonight. We need to be much, much
better Wednesday night, because we know how much South
Gibson will be shooting for us.”

Crockett got off to a slow start against the Tomcats, missing
a couple of point-blank scoring opportunities early by
missing wide of the net. But finally, Angel Garcia found a
streaking Chris Cerda with one of his lengthy half-field lead
passes, and the speedy senior punched it in at 20:13 for a 1-
O Cav lead.

Three minutes — on a nearly identical play, except that the
assist pass came from Braulio Marquez — Cerda knocked
home another easy one for a 2-O edge that held up to the
halftime break. Noah Mayfield made three first-period saves
to keep Haywood off the scoreboard.

Another slow start was experience in the second half, with
Crockett not adding to its advantage until Aiden Markgraf
scored at 22:59 off another assist by Garcia. Cerda
completed his three-goal hat trick by firing a shot that a
Tomcat defender — standing about a foot deep inside the
goal — knocked back out with his arm. Officials credited the
goal, and it was 4-0 at the 18:13 mark.

At 15:00, Carter got on the board again when Markgraf
controlled the ball all the way into the box, made everybody
think he was about to fire a shot, and then casually guided it
over to Carter after he had drawn the entire defense toward
himself.

Two minutes later Adrian Calderon joined the scoring
parade with an impressively quick jab at a ball that Tomcat
defender thought he was about to clear with a wind-up kick.
But as he drew his leg back, Calderon jabbed the ball past
him and a surprised goalkeeper at 13:00. Carter had an
assist on the play.

Finally, Carter closed the scoring with his second goal at
1:00 when he collected a rebound, faked out a defender
and the keeper, and then drilled a shot past both of them.
Haywood prevented the clean sheet (shutout) by scoring
with less than a minute to play when Cav reserves were
called for an infraction and had to defend against an
indirect kick from penalty-kick distance. The Tomcats
scored on the rebound from the initial shot.

Wednesday night's rematch with South Gibson not only
determines the Region 7 champion, but also where each
team will play its Sectional game Saturday. If Crockett wins,
it will host the Region 8 runner-up and South Gibson will
travel to play the Region 8 champion. If South Gibson wins
Wednesday, those roles reverse. The Region 8 final will be
between Brighton and the Kirby/Millington winner.
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TWO CAVS TO SIGN WITH DYERSBURG STATE: Braulio
Marquez and Aiden Markgraf will have a signing ceremony
Wednesday at 1:30 in the CCHS Little Theater to celebrate
continuing their soccer careers in college at Dyersburg
State.

Both Crockett seniors were All-District selections this
season in District 13-AA. Marquez handles the vast majority
of the Cavalier corner kicks and is known for his deft
possession abilities and his penchant for controlling the ball
through intense traffic. Markgraf is one of Crockett’s fastest
and most effort-giving players and is a genuine scoring and
passing threat from his outside wing position in the
offensive attack.

Now set to play for DSCC head coach Julian Beard, both
Cavalier players cited staying local as a factor in their
collegiate choice. Marquez wants to stay in the area so that
family and friends can continue to watch him play. Markgraf

has a family history with Beard from the time he was the Above: These two Crockett seniors -- Braulio Marquez (left) and Aiden

head coach at Milan High School. Markgraf -- w'|II contm.ue to be teammates a.fter signing vx'nth Dyersburg
State to continue their soccer careers. Their ceremony is Wednesday

at 1:30 at CCHS. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Marquez and Markgraf have been instrumental in helping ) ) )

c kett hi its 11-2-1 d thi headi int Below: After Adrian Calderon scored his goal against Haywood, he
rockett achieve 'I s ‘recor IS s‘easorim, eading m' o debuted an interesting new celebration: a leg kick .. (Photo by Ron

Wednesday evening’s Region 7 championship match with Barry)

South Gibson

Above: Angel Garcia set up Crockett's first goal against Haywood
with a lengthy half-field pass to speedy Chris Cerda. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Right: .. followed by whatever
this is. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Left: An appropriate
"thank you" from Luke
Carter was extended
to Aiden Markgraf for
his outstanding assist
pass. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: Daniel
Grajeda (far right)
tried to head in this
corner kick, but his
attempt went just
wide to the right.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Aiden Markgraf's assist to Luke Carter on Crockett's fifth goal was a master class in
ball possession. Markgraf brought the ball all the way into the box, then deked the
goalkeeper, ... (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: ... before casually guiding the ball over to where Carter was moving to on the the
right side. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Luke Carter then guided it past a sliding defender for the easy goal, and Aiden
Markgraf had another assist. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Adrian Calderon almost got his face rearranged when he tried to redirect
a shot with his head just as the Tomcat keeper was leaping at it himself. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Left: Aiden Markgraf tallied his own goal with a left-footed boot off an assist
pass from Angel Garcia. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Left: A final salute and tip of the cap to
Dyersburg State-bound Braulio Marquez
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: ... and his deft footwork. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Another Crockett corner kick provided the day's most
interesting photo, in which it appears Adrian Calderon is being given
a wedgie while the Haywood defender heads the ball in front of
Brualio Marquez. The Tomcat player was NOT actually tugging upward
on his opponent's pants, just to be clear. He just wasn't expecting
Calderon to leap as far backwards as he did. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: One of the things Dyersburg State will appreciate about
Braulio Marquez is his ability to possess the ball effectively in traffic,
as he does here against Haywood. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: And also to Dyersburg
State-bound Aiden Markgraf
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: .. and his relentless, ever-
hustling style of play. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: This daring goalkeeper had no chance preventing Luke Carter's
second goal of the game Tuesday. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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