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Curriculum Requirements
The Upper School curriculum is directed by the requirements for graduation. Graduation requirements to be 
completed in classes on campus over four years are comprised of a minimum of 23 credits and must include:

•	 four years of English (one each year through senior year)
•	 four years of social science (three history plus one year of U.S. Government and one half year of 

economics and financial literacy)
•	 four years of mathematics (one each year through senior year)
•	 three years of science (one each of biology, chemistry, and physics)
•	 three sequencing years of a single world language
•	 one year of visual or performing arts (excluding Film Studies)
•	 two years of physical education or four seasons of participation on athletic teams  

(not included in the 23 credits)
•	 one half year of computer science and computational thinking (fulfilled in Middle School for 

rising TMS students)
•	 one half year of health

 
A minimum of four additional credits must be taken from electives which include (but are not limited 
to): world languages, visual and performing arts, speech and debate, and specialized courses in English, 
mathematics, computer science, social science, or science. Many students graduate with more than the 
minimum of 23 credits.

COURSE LOAD
Each student must take a minimum of five core academic courses each year. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)
Advanced Placement courses that may be offered are: Art History, Biology, Calculus AB, Calculus BC, 
Chemistry, Chinese Language, Computer Science Principles, Computer Science A, English Language,  
English Literature, Environmental Science, European History, Comparative Government, Human Geography, 
French Language, Latin, Physics I, Physics C, Psychology, Spanish Language, Spanish Literature, Statistics, 
Studio Art, U.S. Government and Politics, U.S. History, World History, Business with Personal Finance, and 
Cybersecurity. Courses offered at the Advanced Placement level earn an extra .03 credit on weighted GPA per 
course, per semester. (Honors courses earn an extra .02 credits on weighted GPA per course, per semester.)
Students recommended for Advanced Placement classes are required to take national Advanced Placement 
Examinations in May. All AP courses are year-long courses, and permission to drop at the semester will 
NOT be given unless mitigating circumstances occur. In such a case, an amended transcript noting the 
change will be sent out to the student’s colleges of choice. Enrollment in Advanced Placement courses 
is at the discretion of the faculty and may require approval of the Department Chair or Upper School 
Director. Each discipline may have slightly different criteria for entrance into an AP class.

RECOMMENDED NUMBER OF AP COURSES PER YEAR
The number of AP classes a student should take in a given year will depend upon his/her ability and 
willingness to handle a challenging academic program, but cannot exceed 4 per year. AP classes are college 
level, and the homework load and pacing are more intense than an honors-level course. Students should 
factor into their decisions their extra-curricular and non-school commitments that demand extra time. The 
most important factor for students to consider in order to create a strong college profile is to take the most 
challenging and appropriate curriculum and achieve at the highest level in selected courses. Questions 
about appropriate course load should be directed to the Upper School Director or College Counselor.
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ADD/DROP PERIOD 
Students will have two eight day rotations in semester one and one eight day rotation in semester two to 
add/drop at the beginning of each semester. Students who request to add or drop a course outside of this 
add/drop period must petition the Upper School Director who will consider extenuating circumstances.

COLLEGE COUNSELING
College counseling at The Meadows School entails individual planning of each student’s Upper School 
program of study. Small class size permits personalized monitoring to ensure guidance and support of a 
successful college planning effort for each student. All students take the PSAT in the freshman, sophomore, 
and junior years as research and selection processes occur. Junior and senior year counseling includes the 
application process for college admission.
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Upper School Basic Curriculum

9TH GRADE
•	 ENGLISH: Literature & Composition (Honors) or Advanced Literature & Composition (Honors)
•	 SOCIAL SCIENCES: World History (Honors or AP) 
•	 MATHEMATICS: Algebra/Geometry/Trigonometry/Precalculus/Calculus/Statistics (Honors or AP)
•	 SCIENCE: Biology (Honors)
•	 WORLD LANGUAGES: Chinese/French/Latin/Spanish (Honors I-IV or AP)
•	 Elective

10TH GRADE
•	 ENGLISH: American Literature & Composition (Honors) or Outsiders in American Literature (Honors) 

or AP English Literature & Composition (placement test required)
•	 SOCIAL SCIENCES: U.S. History (Honors or AP) and Intro to  Economics & Personal Finance (Honors)*
•	 MATHEMATICS: Algebra/Geometry/Trigonometry/Precalculus/Calculus/Statistics (Honors or AP)
•	 SCIENCE: Chemistry (Honors) and Health (Honors)
•	 WORLD LANGUAGES: Chinese/French/Latin/Spanish (Honors I-IV or AP)
•	 Elective 

*AP Business with Personal Finance or Financial Literacy (Summer) can be taken in lieu of this course to meet the 
Economics & Financial Literacy requirement for graduation.

ASYNCHRONOUS COURSES FOR 10TH GRADE
•	 Health (Summer) 
•	 Financial Literacy (Summer)

11TH GRADE
•	 ENGLISH: European Literature and Composition (Honors) or AP English Literature and 

Composition 
•	 SOCIAL SCIENCES: European History (Honors) or Latin American Studies (Honors) or 

AP Comparative Government or AP Art History 
•	 MATHEMATICS: Algebra/Geometry/Trigonometry/Precalculus/Calculus/Statistics (Honors or AP)
•	 SCIENCE: Physics (Honors) or AP Physics I
•	 WORLD LANGUAGES: Chinese/French/Latin/Spanish (Honors I-IV or AP)
•	 Elective

12TH GRADE
•	 ENGLISH: World Literature and Composition (Honors) or AP English Language and Composition  

or Two Semesters of Literature Seminars (Advanced Topics) 
•	 SOCIAL SCIENCES: U.S. Government (Honors) or AP United States Government & Politics
•	 MATHEMATICS: Algebra/Geometry/Trigonometry/Precalculus/Calculus/Statistics (Honors or AP)
•	 SCIENCE: Elective
•	 WORLD LANGUAGES: Elective
•	 Elective

Curriculum
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ELECTIVE CHOICES (MAY BE SUBJECT TO CERTAIN PREREQUISITES):

ENGLISH
•	 9TH - 12TH GRADE: 

•	 Creative Writing (Honors)
•	 Publications I: Journalism (Honors)
•	 Publications II: Yearbook & Photography (Honors)

•	 11TH - 12TH GRADE:
•	 AT Myth & Magic (First Semester)
•	 AT Chaos Theory & Creativity (Second Semester)
•	 AT Humor and Satire in Literature & Film
•	 AT Literary Research & Production

•	 12TH GRADE:
•	 AT Arthurian Literature & Victorian Literature 

HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCES
•	 9TH - 12TH GRADE: 

•	 Scholastic Discovery & Achievement 
•	 Student Government 

•	 10TH - 12TH GRADE: 
•	 AP Art History  
•	 AP Human Geography
•	 Historical and Contemporary Issues in Film (Honors) 

•	 11TH - 12TH GRADE: 
•	 AP Comparative Government
•	 AP Psychology
•	 AT Social Sciences Research  
•	 Latin American Studies (Honors)
•	 Religion and Philosophy (Honors) 

SCIENCE
•	 11TH - 12TH GRADE: 

•	 AP Biology 
•	 AP Chemistry 
•	 AP Environmental Science
•	 AT Biotechnology   
•	 AT Science Research 

•	 12TH GRADE: 
•	 AP Physics C 
•	 AT Modern Physics

 

Curriculum
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WORLD LANGUAGES
•	 Fourth year of a world language

•	 Chinese/French/Latin/Spanish (Honors IV or AP) 
•	 French Film and Conversation (Honors)
•	 Spanish Film and Conversation (Honors)
•	 AT Chinese/French/Latin/Spanish

•	 One or more years of a second world language
•	 Chinese/French/Latin/Spanish (Honors I-IV or AP)

•	 Ancient Greek (Honors)

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
9TH - 12TH GRADE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
•	 MUSIC: 

•	 Contemporary Vocal Ensemble (Honors) 
•	 Meadows Orchestra (Honors)
•	 Symphonic Band (Honors)

•	 FILM STUDIES:
•	 Film Studies: Amazing Directors

•	 THEATRE:
•	 Acting I
•	 Advanced Acting (10th - 12th)
•	 Auditions and Portfolio (10th - 12th)
•	 Fall Play Production (Early Bird)
•	 Spring Musical Production (Early Bird)
•	 Technical Theatre 
•	 Technical Theatre Production (Early Bird)
•	 Advanced Technical Theatre (10th - 12th)

•	 VISUAL ARTS:
•	 Design Crafts 
•	 Studio Art I
•	 Studio Art II (10th - 12th)
•	 AT Studio Art (11th - 12th)
•	 AP Studio Art - 2D (12th Grade Only)
•	 Digital Media Essentials
•	 Digital Drawing and Painting I
•	 Digital Drawing and Painting II (10th - 12th)
•	 Filmmaking

Curriculum
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SPEECH & DEBATE
•	 9TH - 12TH GRADE: 

•	 Law in Practice/Mock Trial (Honors) (Early Bird) 
•	 Speech and Debate (Honors)

•	 10TH - 12TH GRADE: 
•	 Advanced Lincoln-Douglas Debate (Honors) 
•	 Advanced Policy Debate (Honors)
•	 Advanced Individual Events (Honors)

•	 11TH - 12TH GRADE: 
•	 AT Advanced National Circuit Lincoln Douglas Debate
•	 AT Research & Argumentation in Health Care Policy

INNOVATION
•	 9TH - 10TH GRADE: 

•	 Robotics (Honors) 
•	 Design Thinking & Entrepreneurship (Honors)
•	 F1 STEM Racing (Honors)
•	 AP Computer Science Principles

•	 10TH - 12TH GRADE: 
•	 AP Cybersecurity
•	 Advanced Robotics (Honors) 

•	 11TH - 12TH GRADE: 
•	 AT Robotics  
•	 AP Business With Personal Finance

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
•	 Interscholastic Athletics
•	 Athletic Performance & Personal Fitness

Curriculum
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Literature & Composition (Honors)
This year-long course instills the fundamental reading, writing, analytical, and argumentation skills 
freshmen will need and hone throughout the rest of their academic career. Readings comprise a variety 
of genres, from poetry and epics to plays, short fiction, and novels. Longform anchor texts include, but 
are not limited to a Classic, a Shakespeare play, and a canonical 20th century text. An array of driving 
questions and critical lenses will serve as modes of analytic inquiry. Students may anticipate a medley 
of multimodal approaches to both individual and group assessments, designed to activate different 
parts of the brain. Students who have not mastered basic grammar and writing skills will be expected to 
complete individualized programs of study until mastery is achieved.
Course length: Two semesters			   Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9	 Prerequisite: None

Advanced Literature & Composition (Honors)
Advanced Literature and Composition fulfills the freshman-year English course requirement. In this course, 
students reinforce the foundational skills necessary for success and engage in highly rigorous advanced 
writing exercises to prepare them for college-level literature study. Because this course is an advanced 
version of 9th grade English, students should expect an accelerated timeline for nightly reading and in-class 
writing. Students can expect to scrutinize and emulate some of the unique textual features of three genres: 
fictional prose, poetry, and drama. While units are divided by genre, the teaching of all three genres still 
happens concurrently because intertextuality is embedded into the study of literature. Included in all of 
the units is an intense examination of specific literary techniques that students must be familiar with to be 
successful in college-level literature courses. In general, students who take this course should have serious 
aspirations of taking AP Literature and Composition in either 10th or 11th grade. These students typically 
read high amounts of text in shorter amounts of time with no assistance, complete full analytical writing 
pieces within 40-50 minutes with no assistance, and comprehend plot details at a pace generally faster than 
their peers.
Course length: Two semesters			   Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9	
Prerequisite: Recommendation by department committee based on a placement test, standardized 
scores, and previous classroom performance (including grades) in Middle School English courses.

American Literature & Composition (Honors)
This course is a survey of American literature beginning with works from the earliest American authors 
and emphasizing works from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Students study key texts by 
authors such as Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, Frederick Douglass, Mark Twain, F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, Kurt Vonnegut, Flannery O’Connor, and Ralph Ellison. Students 
are taught the skills of close reading with an emphasis on discovering themes and symbols, analyzing 
motifs and authorial strategies, and expanding their vocabularies. In the course of preparing for the 
major research paper, students are also trained in the use of the Modern Language Association format, 
a system of documenting sources widely used in higher educational settings.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 10	 Prerequisite: None

English Four-Year Requirement
At least one English class must be taken every academic year. If a student takes two English classes in 
one year, he/she will have to still take an English class in each of the following years. Summer classes 
do not waive this requirement. 
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Outsiders in American Literature (Honors) 
One of the popular ideas in our American cultural mythos is that we cheer for the outsider, the underdog 
who is in some way or fashion considered a misfit or not part of mainstream society. But is that actually 
what we do, according to our national literature? Or do we do the opposite—seek to keep the alienated 
in exile? Or is it a third path—do we conditionally cheer for and support those outside the so-called 
norm, and if so, what are those terms and conditions for approval and rooting interest? This course, 
through its readings (all of which involve at least one outsider or other), discussions, projects, and analysis 
will seek to answer those questions and uncover, along the way, our perceptions and understandings of 
the American experience through the medium of literature.
Course length: Two semesters 		  Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10	 Prerequisite: None 

European Literature & Composition (Honors)
This skills-based course provides a thematic survey of English and European literature from the Classical 
Age to the contemporary. Students will use the assigned readings as foundations to develop their mastery 
of analytical reading, writing, and speaking. In addition to in-class seminars and presentations, students 
will write frequently in multiple genres (personal narrative, poetry, compare/contrast, rhetorical analysis, 
and research-based synthesis). This course fulfills the junior-level English credit required for graduation.
Course length: Two semesters		  Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade level: 11	 Prerequisite: None

AP English Literature & Composition 
This challenging AP course is presented as a 100-level college literature course where students devote 
themselves to the study of literary works written in—or translated into—English. Careful reading and critical 
analysis of such works of fiction, drama, and poetry (selected from medieval to contemporary European 
literature), provide rich opportunities for students to develop an appreciation of ways literature reflects 
and comments on a range of experiences, institutions, and social structures. Students will examine the 
choices literary writers make and the techniques they utilize to achieve purposes and generate meanings. 
Students will use the assigned readings as foundations to develop their mastery of analytical reading, 
writing, and speaking. In addition to in-class seminars and presentations, students will write frequently in 
multiple genres (literary analysis, poetry, literary argument, and research-based synthesis) and in the timed-
essay format used on the AP Examination. A focus on literary movements serves as the anchor organizational 
structure for the course. This course fulfills the junior-level English credit required for graduation.
Course length: Two semesters		  Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 10 and 11	
Prerequisite: Placement test, teacher recommendation, and A- or higher from the first semester in 
Literature & Composition (Honors), Advanced Literature & Composition (Honors), American Literature 
& Composition (Honors), or Outsiders in American Literature (Honors). 

World Literature & Composition (Honors) 
This course focuses on discovering how various cultures and authors have sought to map the human experience 
through literature. The reading will investigate canonical authors that have influenced civilization, as well as 
contemporary voices that explore cultures often under-represented. By synthesizing themes of previous 
years’ learning, students will gain a unique perspective of the value and flexibility of the idea of a “text” and 
how literature can shape a reader’s perspectives. Students will learn how to develop writing strategies that 
will open up deeper thinking of literary works and a global understanding of the authors and societies that 
created them. A special emphasis is given to help further develop student writing at the college level.
Course length: Two semesters 		  Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 12				    Prerequisite: None 

AP English Language & Composition
This college-level course explores literature from around the world, with an emphasis on rhetorical analysis 
and argumentation. The reading will investigate canonical authors that have influenced civilization, as well as 
contemporary voices that look at cultures that are often under-represented in literature. By synthesizing themes 
of previous years’ learning, students will gain a unique perspective of the value and flexibility of the idea of a 
“text” and how literature can shape a reader’s perspectives. In addition to reading from a literary anthology 
and novels, students preparing for the AP Language exam will gain a specialized focus in rhetoric and research 
to facilitate critical thinking as they write evidence driven arguments. These writing strategies will open up 
deeper thinking of literary works and a global understanding of the authors and societies that created them.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade level: 12	
Prerequisite: B+ or higher in the first semester of the current English class. 

English
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ADVANCED TOPICS LITERATURE SEMINARS 
AT Literature Seminar: Arthurian Literature & Victorian Literature (Advanced Topics) 
The legends of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table have captured the imagination of the 
world for centuries. What is it about these old tales that enchant generation after generation? In the 
Victorian period, there was a sudden revival of interest in Arthuriana; why that particular time period so 
abruptly became fascinated by Arthur and his knights? This course seeks to: 1) discover answers to those 
questions, 2) examine versions of the Arthurian mythos across cultures and centuries first semester, and 
3) survey Victorian-era literature second semester, with an eye toward historical context and connections 
to Arthuriana. Some of the themes we’ll study are transformations, the tension between Christianity and 
paganism, the Victorian simultaneous fascination with and horror of non-European cultures and the 
colonial project, the Industrial Revolution’s promise and pitfalls, and the role of women.
Course length: Two semesters 		  Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade level: 12			    
Prerequisite: B+ or higher in AP, or A- or higher in the first semester Honors English course.

AT Literature Seminar: Myth & Magic (Advanced Topics) (First Semester) 
In this semester, students will learn how mythology seeks to answer many of life’s questions through 
imaginative storytelling. Students will also gain an understanding of how these tales convey culturally vital 
information about the cultures that created them. Many “non-standard” mythologies will be explored 
(including Egyptian, Norse, African, Hindu, Celtic, and Native American tales) to show how storytelling, 
and the skills of the bard that were thought of as a type of “magic” by their originating cultures, help to 
give clarity about life’s big questions. We’ll also encounter contemporary writers who are influenced by 
these myths and refashion them in various mediums, including comics/graphic novels. Students will also 
discover how motifs such as archetypal characters and the Hero’s Journey are still relevant for today’s 
world. A special emphasis is given to help further develop student writing at the college level. Authors 
include Terri Windling, Joseph Campbell, and Black Elk.
Course length: One semester 		  Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: B+ or higher in AP, or A- or higher in the first semester Honors English course.  
Rising Juniors meeting these prerequisites may take the course for elective credit.

AT Literature Seminar: Chaos Theory & Creativity (Advanced Topics) (Second Semester) 
The Spring portion of the Myth & Chaos year explores how science and chaos theory can reveal deeper 
meaning in literature. Students will read postmodern texts, meta-fiction, slipstream, and science fiction 
that use themes of math and science to help shift readers’ perspectives of the expected. Students will 
discover how science can be synthesized with the humanities to reveal profound insights into chaos theory, 
futurism, quantum theory, neuroscience, cyberculture, and more. The course also delves into connections 
with philosophy to demonstrate how the underpinnings of modern science often intersect with elements 
of Existentialism, Taoism & Buddhism. Developing creative, critical thinking skills, students will discover how 
chaos theory becomes a metaphor for thinking differently about literature and its purpose in the world. 
Authors include Ray Bradbury, Harlan Ellison, Philip K. Dick, Ursula K. Le Guin, and Haruki Murakami.
Course length: One semester 		  Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 11-12
Prerequisite: B+ or higher in AP, or A- or higher in the first semester Honors English course.  
Rising Juniors meeting these prerequisites may take the course for elective credit.	

AT Literature Seminar: Humor and Satire in Literature & Film (Advanced Topics) 
This course offers a survey of various schools of humor and satire across numerous genres (novels, 
plays, short stories, comic strips, television, stand-up comedy, and film). We will investigate both how 
and why humorists help us to “see the funny” in our everyday lives. While exploring differing theories 
of humor, we’ll discover how humor (especially satire) illuminates our institutions and ideologies even 
as it often straddles/pushes the boundaries of society. Looking at both literary works and pop culture 
within the comic and satiric tradition, students in this course will simultaneously laugh and learn through 
Shakespeare, Voltaire, Twain, Vonnegut, Mel Brooks, Tina Fey, David Sedaris, and others.
Course length: Two semesters 		  Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: B+ or higher in AP, or A- or higher in the first semester Honors English course. 

English
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AT Literary Research and Production (Advanced Topics) 
Advanced Topics Literary Research and Production teaches students how to engage in original, 
independent research in Literature, followed by making a meaningful contribution to a scholarly 
community. Semester one lays the foundational work and develops the critical thinking skills needed 
for the creative design of an original research project. Students learn research techniques and engage 
in study of college-level texts developed around a thematic unit/movement (e.g., Realism, Modernism, 
Literary Criticism lenses) during semester one. During semester two, students continue investigative 
work and present their findings in the form of an original research project, paper (25-40 pages in length), 
presentation, and portfolio, designed by the student with teacher guidance. The focus of the course is 
independent work and students can expect critical peer review and extensive one-on-one interaction 
with the instructor. In taking this course, you will become a colleague in the field.
Course length: Two semesters 		  Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	 Course cap: 6 students
Prerequisite: Minimum A in both semesters of previous year’s English class. All grade levels must submit 
a proposal to the Department Chair and be approved by both the Department Chair and Instructor in 
the first unit of the course. 

ENGLISH ELECTIVES 

Creative Writing (Honors)
This course involves the creation of individual student works of imaginative fiction in multiple genres—
poetry, short stories, novel excerpts, and short films, among others. Students will also engage in regular 
whole-class workshops aimed at enhancing and revising their rough drafts (whether first draft or updated 
versions). As part of this process, we will also read exemplar poems, short stories, excerpts, and films 
through the lens of the artist/creator. Particularly exceptional and/or polished pieces will be recommended 
for submission to various local, regional, and national contests and competitions. Additionally, students are 
required to work on the production and distribution of the Meadows Upper School literary magazine.
Course length: Two semesters 	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Course Cap: 12 students
Prerequisite: None
This year-long course may be taken for one semester based on need.

Publications I: Journalism (Honors)
This is an introductory course for students interested in learning to write for The Meadows Sentinel, 
the student-generated newspaper. Students will learn the fundamentals of all journalistic work before 
honing their skills or specializing. Topics will include gathering the news, writing the news and feature 
articles, covering and writing sports, editing, writing editorials, layout design, reviewing the artwork, 
and publishing the newspaper.
Course length: Two semesters 	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Course Cap: 12 students
Prerequisite: None	
This year-long course may be taken for one semester based on need. This course is repeatable for credit.

Publications II: Yearbook & Photography (Honors)
Students enrolled in this year-long course will be charged with the responsibility of creating the school’s 
yearbook. This course is designed to teach students the fundamentals of journalistic skills utilized in the 
production of the yearbook. The advanced study and application of photo composition skills, page 
layout and design skills, and headline and caption-writing skills are emphasized.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None
This course is repeatable for credit.

END OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT COURSES

English
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World History (Honors)
This honors survey course traces the evolution of political, social, religious, technological, and economic 
institutions from the Neolithic Revolution to modern times. The emphasis is on Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin 
America, the Middle East, and Western civilizations. Students will broaden their historical perspectives, 
explore the ways societies have dealt with continuity and change, uncover patterns of behavior, and 
identify historical trends and themes. Students will also learn to think like historians by analyzing historical 
sources and evidence, making historical connections, developing chronological reasoning, and creating 
and supporting historical arguments to help build a solid foundation for future classes. The appropriate 
use of technology is an integral part of this course. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9	 Prerequisite: None

AP World History 
AP World History is a rigorous, college-level course that explores the development of human societies 
from approximately 1200 CE to the present. Students will examine key historical themes, including cultural 
interactions, political systems, economic developments, social structures, and technological innovations 
across different civilizations. The course emphasizes historical thinking skills such as analyzing primary 
and secondary sources, making historical comparisons, and crafting evidence-based arguments. Through 
discussions, document analysis, and writing, students will develop a global perspective on historical 
continuity and change. This course prepares students for the AP exam and fosters a deeper understanding 
of the forces that have shaped the modern world. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9	
Prerequisite: Recommendation by department committee based on a placement test, standardized 
scores, and previous classroom performance (including grades) in Middle School Social Sciences courses.

U.S. History (Honors)
This course examines the significant events, trends, issues, and problems encountered in the American 
experience. Politics, economics, and an examination of the development of American culture are key facets 
of the course. In addition to reading the basic text, students are expected to examine primary and secondary 
source materials and to analyze issues and problems both orally and in writing. Research papers, essays, and 
debates are some of the forums that allow students to express their understanding of the topics covered. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 10	 Prerequisite: None

AP U.S. History
This course provides students with factual knowledge of significant events, trends, issues, and problems 
in American history. It examines the political, economic, social, and cultural growth of the United States. 
Primary and secondary sources are incorporated. AP U.S. History provides the skills necessary to earn 
college credit by successful completion of the Advanced Placement Examination administered in 
May. Students enhance their analytical and critical-thinking skills, do research and write papers using 
the processes of historiography, consulting both primary and secondary sources; evaluate historical 
documents, evidence, and interpretations; synthesize information and develop theses; organize and write 
essays, reviews, and research papers; and participate in discussions and debates.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade level: 10	  
Prerequisite: A grade of B+ or higher for the first semester and a B+ or higher in their current core social 
sciences class to register for an AP class the following year. Students who do not meet these criteria and 
who still wish to take an AP social sciences course may do the following: For rising sophomores currently 
in a core AP social science course, earn a 4 or 5 on the AP exam, with a B- or higher in all semesters.

History/Social Sciences Four-Year Requirement
At least one social sciences class must be taken every academic year. If a student takes two social 
sciences classes in one year, he/she will still have to take a social sciences class in each of the following 
years. Summer classes do not waive this requirement. 
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European History (Honors)
This course is designed to give students an overview of European history from the late Middle Ages to 
the modern day. In particular, we will focus on Europe’s social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual 
development from the Renaissance to the 20th century. When this course concludes, students are expected 
to know the major themes, events, and chronology of European history. Moreover, students will be able to 
perform many of the skills of the historian’s craft: analyzing and interpreting primary and secondary sources, 
evaluating evidence, and persuasively expressing one’s ideas in oral and written formats. The culminating 
assignment for the course is a 10-page research paper of the students’ design that requires primary and 
secondary source research. This course fulfills the junior-level history required for graduation.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 11	 Prerequisite: None

AP Comparative Government 
Comparative government and politics is a critical field of study for young people. The twenty-first century 
has taught us that we cannot ignore the world around us. Happenings around the globe now directly impact 
our lives, and social studies teachers and students around the country face the challenge of interpreting many 
puzzling international events. This course focuses on societal institutions and politics in other countries and 
provides a theoretical framework to compare political systems around the world. Six countries, in particular, 
will be of interest for our course. They are an eclectic collection of countries and are required for the AP 
Test. Students will do a “deep dive” into China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, the Russian Federation, and the United 
Kingdom via their political institutions, ethnic issues, civil societies, and much more. The goal is that students 
grasp the complexities of our global environment and gain some understanding of both commonalities and 
differences among modern political systems. This course fulfills the junior-level history required for graduation. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	  
Prerequisite: A grade of B+ or higher for the first semester and a B+ or higher in their current core social 
sciences class to register for an AP class the following year. Students who do not meet these criteria and who 
still wish to take an AP social sciences course may do the following: For rising juniors and seniors currently 
in a core AP course (AP US History), earn a 4 or 5 on the AP Exam, with a B- or higher in all semesters.
Note: Juniors have priority to take this class. It will be offered to Seniors as a Social Science Elective class.

AP Art History
AP Art History is a college-level course that explores the history of art across cultures and time periods, 
from prehistoric to contemporary works. Students will analyze major artistic movements, styles, and themes 
while examining how art reflects historical, cultural, and societal contexts. The course covers a diverse range 
of media, including painting, sculpture, architecture, and photography, fostering visual literacy and critical 
thinking skills. Through discussions, research, and comparative analysis, students will develop a deeper 
understanding of artistic expression and its global significance. This course prepares students for the AP 
exam and encourages an appreciation of art’s role in shaping human history.  
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	
Prerequisite: A grade of B+ or higher for the first semester and a B+ or higher in their current core social 
sciences class to register for an AP class the following year. Students who do not meet these criteria and 
who still wish to take an AP social sciences course may do the following: For rising sophomores currently 
in a core AP social science course, earn a 4 or 5 on the AP exam, with a B- or higher in all semesters.
Note: Juniors have priority to take this class. It will be offered to Seniors as a Social Science Elective class.

Financial Literacy (Asynchronous) (Summer)
This introductory course in economics and personal finance fulfills Nevada’s high school graduation 
requirements while equipping students with essential financial literacy and economic decision-making 
skills. Students will explore fundamental economic principles, including supply and demand, market 
structures, inflation, and the role of government in the economy. Personal finance topics will cover 
budgeting, saving, investing, credit management, taxes, insurance, and responsible consumer behavior. 
Through real-world applications, simulations, and case studies, students will develop practical skills to 
navigate financial decisions and understand how economic policies impact individuals and society. This 
course prepares students for financial independence and informed participation in the economy. 
Note: AP Business & Personal Finance (offered every other year beginning the 2026-27 school year) fulfills 
the state Economics and Financial Literacy requirement; only one course must be successfully completed.
Course length: One semester	 Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 10-11 	 Prerequisite: None



17     The Meadows School	 Upper School Course Catalog 2026-2027

History/Social Sciences

Introduction to Economics & Personal Finance (Honors) (First or Second Semester)
This semester-long course in economics and personal finance meets the new Nevada state requirements 
for graduation. A version of this course must be taken before graduation. This course introduces the 
essentials of both micro and macroeconomics before engaging with the topic of personal finance. 
Educational modalities consist of a balance of teacher and student-centered learning and include: 
reading, lecture, packets, data analysis, discussion, debate, and student presentation. 
Course length: One semester	 Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 10    	 Prerequisite: None

Latin American Studies (Honors) 
This course is designed to introduce students to some of the most important problems and debates about 
Latin American history, society, and culture. Latin America is a complex region full of contrasts. Its population 
is both racially and culturally heterogeneous. Its many countries share some common cultural roots and 
political origins but also have distinct histories. National histories and individual societies did not always follow 
parallel paths. We will consider the general as well as the specific paths, and study the successes, failures, 
contrasts, and future challenges facing the region. The structure of this course is primarily chronological but 
also thematic. We will start with the Conquest and its legacies and we will end with the problems that we 
experience today in big cities in Latin America. We will pay particular attention to the enduring legacies and 
challenges of some specific historical issues, such as slavery and the particular entrance of Latin America into 
global capitalism. This course fulfills the junior-level history credit required for graduation.
Course length: Two semesters		  Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 11-12	 Prerequisite: None 
Note: Juniors have priority to take this class. It will be offered to Seniors as a Social Science Elective class.

U.S. Government (Honors) 
This American Government course will focus on the institutions and processes of politics in the United States 
as well as serve as a platform for the analysis of current events. We will investigate the following topics: the 
United States Constitution, federalism, civil liberties/civil rights, the branches of government, public opinion, 
the media, interest group politics, political parties, and policy implementation. Students will learn that these 
are not simply “academic topics” but, rather, they represent the concepts that are essential to making an 
informed and active citizen. This course will also have the goal of assuring that the student will learn how to 
present information and persuade their audience via the spoken word, writing, and technology. All points 
of view will be respected in this class and, hopefully, students will have fun in the process. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 12	 Prerequisite: None 

AP United States Government & Politics 
This course intends to increase understanding of the American political system, its framework, traditions, and 
values with the goal of having each student pass the AP Exam. The objectives of this course go beyond a basic 
analysis of how the U.S. government “works.” The course is designed to give students an analytical perspective 
on government and politics in the United States. This course is concerned with the nature of the American 
political system and its development over the past two centuries. After developing a critical understanding 
of the strengths and weaknesses of the American political system, students will be asked to reflect on their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. Students will examine in detail the principle processes of Congress and 
Congress’s relationship to the other branches. Understanding of the functions of the executive and judicial 
branches will be included in course content as well as an understanding of major policy areas and current 
debate topics. Institutions through which the political system functions, as well as some of the public policies 
that these institutions establish and how they are all implemented, will comprise a major part of this course.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade level: 12 	
Prerequisite: A grade of B+ or higher for the first semester and a B+ or higher in their current core social 
sciences class to register for an AP class the following year. Students who do not meet these criteria and who 
still wish to take an AP social sciences course may do the following: For rising juniors and seniors currently in a 
core AP course (AP US History ), earn a 4 or 5 on the AP Exam, with a B- or higher in all semesters.
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YEAR-LONG SOCIAL SCIENCE ELECTIVES 

AP Art History
AP Art History is a college-level course that explores the history of art across cultures and time periods, 
from prehistoric to contemporary works. Students will analyze major artistic movements, styles, and 
themes while examining how art reflects historical, cultural, and societal contexts. The course covers a 
diverse range of media, including painting, sculpture, architecture, and photography, fostering visual 
literacy and critical thinking skills. Through discussions, research, and comparative analysis, students will 
develop a deeper understanding of artistic expression and its global significance. This course prepares 
students for the AP exam and encourages an appreciation of art’s role in shaping human history.  
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: B+ or better in previous year’s Social Sciences course.
Note: Juniors have priority to take this class. It will be offered to Seniors as a Social Science Elective class.

AP Comparative Government 
Comparative government and politics is a critical field of study for young people. The twenty-first 
century has taught us that we cannot ignore the world around us. Happenings around the globe now 
directly impact our lives, and social studies teachers and students around the country face the challenge 
of interpreting many puzzling international events. This course focuses on societal institutions and politics 
in other countries and provides a theoretical framework to compare political systems around the world. 
Six countries, in particular, will be of interest for our course. They are an eclectic collection of countries 
and are required for the AP Test. Students will do a “deep dive” into China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, the 
Russian Federation, and the United Kingdom via their political institutions, ethnic issues, civil societies, 
and much more. The goal is that students grasp the complexities of our global environment and gain 
some understanding of both commonalities and differences among modern political systems. This course 
fulfills the junior-level English credit required for graduation.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	  
Prerequisite: A grade of B+ or higher for the first semester and a B+ or higher in their current core social 
sciences class to register for an AP class the following year. Students who do not meet these criteria and 
who still wish to take an AP social sciences course may do the following: for rising juniors and seniors 
currently in a core AP course (AP US History & AP European History, respectively), earn a 4 or 5 on the 
AP Exam, with a B- or higher in all semesters.
Note: Juniors have priority to take this class. It will be offered to Seniors as a Social Science Elective class.

AP Psychology
Psychology is the scientific study of behavior and mental processes–the focus of the course is on the 
psychology of human beings. The course will look at the various perspectives on human psychology: 
behavioral, cognitive, evolutionary, and neuroscientific. The topics covered are those found in college 
introductory courses in psychology, including biological bases of behavior; development over the life 
cycle; sensation, perception, and states of consciousness; memory, cognition, and learning; motivation 
and emotion; individual differences in personality and intelligence; social psychology; and mental 
disorders and their treatment. In addition to textbook and collateral readings, students will keep a journal, 
investigate current research, and design experiments. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: A grade of B+ or higher for the first semester and a B+ or higher in their current core social 
sciences class to register for an AP class the following year. Students who do not meet these criteria and who 
still wish to take an AP social sciences course may do the following: for rising juniors and seniors currently 
in a core AP course (AP US History), earn a 4 or 5 on the AP Exam, with a B- or higher in all semesters.
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AP Human Geography
AP Human Geography introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that shape 
human understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth’s surface. Through spatial concepts and landscape 
analysis, students will explore topics such as population dynamics, cultural patterns, political organization, 
agriculture, urbanization, and economic development. The course emphasizes the connections between 
human activity and geography, examining how location influences societies and global interactions. 
Students will develop critical thinking and data analysis skills through case studies, mapping exercises, 
and real-world applications. This course prepares students for the AP exam and fosters a deeper 
understanding of the complexities of human-environment relationships.  
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: B+ or better in previous year’s Social Sciences course.

AT Social Sciences Research (Advanced Topics) 
AT Social Sciences Research teaches students to conduct original, independent research in the social 
sciences (anthropology, archaeology, art history, economics, geography, history, law, linguistics, philosophy, 
political science, psychology, religion, and sociology). This course facilitates the completion of an original 
research project, paper, and presentation, culminating in the student’s final portfolio. Semester one lays 
the foundation and develops the critical thinking skills needed to design a research project in the social 
sciences. It will serve as an introduction to the theory and methodology of social science research. As a 
result, the first semester will be an exploration, based on weekly readings, podcasts, and other materials, of 
how social scientists have differently defined their work and methodology over time, and the creation of an 
annotated bibliography and historiographical essay on a topic of your choosing and one that you are likely 
to develop more fully in the second semester. During semester two, students continue investigative work 
and work towards the creation of a paper or project.  Papers will be of sufficient quality that they will be 
submitted for publication in a national journal for high school social studies, such as The Concord Review 
(https://www.tcr.org/), or projects and papers can be submitted to The National History Day competition 
(https://nhd.org/en/contest/get-started/). 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 11-12 	 Course Cap: 6 Students
Prerequisite: A- or above in both semesters of two previous Social Sciences Cores. Students must 
submit a letter of intent, two names of teachers who might recommend them, and an explanation of a 
potential topic of interest.

Historical & Contemporary Issues in Film (Honors) 
An honors-level course designed to investigate major issues that have confronted society in the past 
and continue to pose challenges in the modern world.  Students will study major filmmakers and the 
components that comprise the filmmaking process.  Students will analyze and evaluate films for both 
content and style and apply critical thinking to the social issues to foster academic discussions for each 
film that is screened. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 10-12 	 Prerequisite: None

Latin American Studies (Honors) 
This course is designed to introduce students to some of the most important problems and debates about 
Latin American history, society, and culture. Latin America is a complex region full of contrasts. Its population is 
both racially and culturally heterogeneous. Its many countries share some common cultural roots and political 
origins but also have distinct histories. National histories and individual societies did not always follow parallel 
paths. We will consider the general as well as the specific paths, and study the successes, failures, contrasts, and 
future challenges facing the region. The structure of this course is primarily chronological but also thematic. 
We will start with the Conquest and its legacies and we will end with the problems that we experience today 
in big cities in Latin America. We will pay particular attention to the enduring legacies and challenges of some 
specific historical issues, such as slavery and the particular entrance of Latin America into global capitalism. 
This course fulfills the junior-level history credit required for graduation. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 11-12	 Prerequisite: None
Note: Juniors have priority to take this class. It will be offered to Seniors as a Social Science Elective class.

History/Social Sciences
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Religion and Philosophy (Honors)
This course will survey the development and structure of many of the great ideas throughout human history 
that have shaped the way people see, or believe they should see, themselves. Students will explore world 
views that have defined global societies of various descriptions and places (not just those from the West). 
Eventually, students will be encouraged to evaluate their own opinions by some of the standards and 
methodologies they learn from such diverse thinkers and teachers as Socrates and Christ to Spinoza and Marx. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: None 

Scholastic Discovery & Achievement (Honors)
Scholastic Discovery & Achievement is an elective course that engages students in their passion for and pursuit 
of knowledge in specialized subject areas beyond their course curricula.  Students will work independently 
and within groups to acquire insight and information about events, theories, philosophies, works, and notable 
individuals in history, science, mathematics, literature, and the arts.  Attention will be given to current events, 
as well as popular culture (music, television, and cinema).  This course will hone students’ skills for various 
competitions throughout the year, including Quiz Bowl, Science Bee and Bowl, Geography Bee, History Bee 
and Bowl, Latin League, and Certamen. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Must be a member of one or more of the following competitive teams: Quiz Bowl, Science Bee 
and Bowl, Geography Bee, History Bee and Bowl, Latin League, and Certamen.
Note: Coaches of respective teams will make final decisions on who will be placed into the class.

 

Student Government
This year-long course is designed for student elected and appointed officers working in a leadership 
capacity in student government and activities. The purpose of this course is to train student leaders in 
the various aspects of leadership. Time will be spent in and out of class for the performance of tasks 
associated with their leadership responsibilities. Any student elected to a class office or student body 
office must enroll in this course, but a student need not be an elected officer to enroll in this course. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: Approval of the Dean of Students.

END OF HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT COURSES
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Algebra I (Honors)
This course provides students with a strong foundation in Algebra. During this course, students will use 
operations with real numbers and polynomials, write, solve, and graph linear equations and inequalities, 
solve systems of linear equations, solve quadratic equations, simplify rational and radical expressions, 
solve rational and radical equations, and be introduced to the Pythagorean Theorem.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9-12	 Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or Math 8

Geometry (Honors)
Students explore the nature of a logical mathematical system through a rigorous, deductive development 
of Euclidean geometry. Emphasis is on an in-depth study of the development of logic, formal proofs, and 
algebraic applications of geometry. Topics studied include angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, polygons, 
congruence and similarity, and right triangles. Students also study coordinate geometry, constructions, circles, 
area and volume, and transformations. The course includes a comprehensive review of algebraic concepts 
and introduces some trigonometric concepts that are necessary for a more in-depth study of geometry.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: Middle School Algebra or Algebra I (Honors)

Algebra II (Honors)
In this course, an in-depth review of Algebra I concepts is maintained throughout the year. Students 
review equations and inequalities in one variable, linear equations and functions, and products and 
factors of polynomials. Other topics include rational expressions, roots and radicals, quadratic functions, 
and polynomial equations. Exponential and logarithmic functions, conic sections, sequences, some 
trigonometry, and series are also studied. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9-12	 Prerequisite: Geometry (Honors) 

Algebra II/Trigonometry (Honors)
In this course, an in-depth review of Algebra I concepts is maintained throughout the year. Topics covered 
in detail include field properties, linear and quadratic functions and relations, inequalities and their 
applications, polynomials, logarithms, complex numbers, matrix methods, sequences and series, and 
elementary probability. Trigonometric and circular functions and their inverses are studied. This includes 
applications, graphs, identities, and equations.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Average B or higher in both semesters in Middle School Algebra I or finish semester 2 of 
Middle School Algebra I with at least a B+ and average B+ or higher in both semesters of Geometry (Honors). 
Average A- or higher in both semesters in Upper School Algebra I (Honors) and Geometry (Honors). 

Mathematics Four-Year Requirement
At least one math class must be taken every academic year. If a student takes two math classes in one 
year, he/she will still have to take a math class in each of the following years. Computer science classes 
do not waive this requirement. If a student needs to excel beyond the curriculum normally offered 
at The Meadows School, the Mathematics/Computer Science Department will construct a plan for 
highest academic achievement sought by the student.
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College Algebra with Trigonometry (Honors)
This course consists of analyzing graphs, solving equations, and proving identities of the circular functions 
and their inverses. Topics include definitions of the trigonometric functions, special angles, fundamental 
identities, solution of right triangles, circular measure, trigonometric reductions, solution of oblique 
triangles, functions of a composite angle, trigonometric equations, inverse trigonometric functions, polar 
representation, and DeMoivre’s Theorem. Graphing calculators are used when appropriate.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: Algebra II (Honors)

Precalculus (Honors)
This course is designed for students with an advanced Algebra background in preparation for 
college-level Calculus. In addition to a thorough review of College Algebra with Trigonometry topics, 
polar coordinates, vectors, linear programming, parametric equations, translations and rotations of 
graphs, exponential functions, matrix algebra, probability, and limits are studied. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12 	
Prerequisite: College Algebra with Trigonometry (Honors) or Algebra II/Trigonometry (Honors).

AP Precalculus 
AP Precalculus is a rigorous, college-level mathematics course designed to prepare students for success 
in Calculus and beyond. The course focuses on developing a deep understanding of functions and their 
applications in real-world and mathematical contexts. Students explore a wide variety of function types, 
including polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, polar, and parametric functions, 
emphasizing multiple representations—graphical, numerical, algebraic, and verbal—to build conceptual 
fluency. The course also introduces sequences and series, limits, and the foundations of mathematical 
modeling, allowing students to analyze and interpret mathematical relationships in meaningful ways. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 12 	
Prerequisite: College Algebra with Trigonometry (Honors).

Precalculus AB (Honors)
This course is for students slated to take Advanced Placement Calculus AB the following year. This course 
is designed for students with a strong, advanced Algebra background.  In addition to a thorough review 
of Algebra II/Trigonometry topics, polar, coordinates, vectors, linear programming, parametric equations, 
translations and rotation of graphs, exponential functions, matrix algebra, probability and limits are studied.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12 	
Prerequisite: Average B+ or higher in both semesters in Algebra II/Trigonometry (Honors) or average 
A- or higher both semesters in College Algebra with Trigonometry (Honors).

Precalculus BC (Honors)
This class is meant for students slated to take Advanced Placement Calculus BC the following year. During 
the first semester, polynomials and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, trigonometry, 
polar curves, parametric equations, and conic sections are topics of exploration. During the second semester, 
the Advanced Placement Calculus curriculum is introduced. This includes the topics of limits, continuity, 
derivatives, and antiderivatives of functions in one variable, and some applications of these concepts.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12 
Prerequisite: A in both semesters of Algebra II/Trigonometry (Honors).
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Calculus (Honors)
This course is intended for students who excel in mathematics. It emphasizes both the theoretical and 
practical applications of Calculus. Topics covered include properties of analytic geometry, transcendental 
functions, limits, derivatives, antiderivatives, and definite integrals. Business applications are emphasized 
in this course. Graphing calculators are used when appropriate.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9-12	 Prerequisite: Precalculus (Honors) or Precalculus AB (Honors).

AP Calculus AB
This course is a study of the fundamental technique and theory of differential and integral Calculus–the 
mathematics of change. The course begins with a rigorous study of limit theory and continuity and 
continues with the theory and applications of differentiation and integration of elementary functions. 
An introduction to elementary differential equations is also covered.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12
Prerequisite: Average B+ or higher in both semesters in Precalculus AB  (Honors).

AP Calculus BC 
This course presents a thorough treatment of the differentiation and integration of functions of a single variable 
as well as an introduction to the differentiation and integration of vector-valued functions. Additional topics 
include sequences and series, the associated tests for convergence, and the study of differential equations.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Average B- or higher in both semesters in AP Calculus AB or average B- or higher in both 
semesters of Precalculus BC (Honors).

AT Multivariable Calculus (Advanced Topics)
Multivariable Calculus is a continuation of the study of functions begun in AP Calculus AB and AP Calculus 
BC. Topics to be covered will include (but not be limited to): vector calculus, cylindrical and spherical 
coordinates, partial differentiation, directional derivatives and the gradient, multiple integration, line and 
surface integrals, Green’s Theorem, Stokes Theorem, and divergence.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: AP Calculus BC 

AP Economics
This course introduces basic economic concepts and explores concepts in macroeconomics—the study 
of an economy as a whole—and microeconomics—the study of how individual households and firms 
make decisions. Throughout the course, students will learn how to use charts, data, and graphs to analyze, 
describe, and explain various economic phenomena. Macroeconomic topics include measures of economic 
performance and growth, fiscal policy, monetary policy, and international trade. Microeconomic topics 
include marginal analysis, the behavior of firms, market inefficiency, and market failure.  
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	
Prerequisite: H Algebra II and H Introduction to Economics & Personal Finance and earned a grade  of 
B+ or higher in both semesters of each course.
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Statistics (Honors) 
This course introduces students to the major concepts of statistics and probability. Students will learn 
to use descriptive statistics to summarize data sets and to create and interpret graphs based on those 
sets. Students will learn to utilize statistical models to make inferences about larger populations based 
on sample data. In addition, the fundamentals of probability will be studied including the Binomial and 
Normal Distributions. This course will focus on applying statistical analysis to real-world problems and 
incorporate the usage of technology to streamline calculations.
Course length: Two semesters 	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12
Prerequisite: Algebra II (Honors) or Algebra II/Trigonometry (Honors)

AP Statistics 
This is a rigorous course that is equivalent to a one-semester, college-level introductory statistics course. 
The course has four major themes. The first theme is descriptive statistics which involves the classification 
and analysis of data according to shape, center, spread, and unusual features. The second theme is 
experimental design which explores sound data collection techniques to produce representative data 
samples. The third section is probability which focuses on the use of probability models such as the 
Binomial or Geometric Distributions to describe the likelihood of an event happening. Finally, students 
will use statistical methods such as confidence intervals and hypothesis tests to make inferences about 
the larger population. 
Course length: Two semesters 	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12
Prerequisite: Average B+ or higher both semesters in Algebra II/Trigonometry (Honors).

Mathematics
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Biology (Honors) 
Honors Biology is the first science course in the Upper School science curriculum, designed to help 
students master the “big ideas” in biology:  ecology, energetics, genetics, and evolution. Students engage 
with real-world, phenomenon-driven units, organically learning biological concepts by utilizing science 
and engineering practices to understand the phenomenon. The science and engineering practices include 
asking questions, defining problems, obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information, analyzing and 
interpreting data, constructing explanations, arguing from evidence, using mathematics and computational 
thinking, planning and carrying out investigations, designing and using models, and designing solutions 
to defined problems. We also help to hone students’ scientific writing and critical thinking skills through 
numerous evidence-based arguments constructed to answer driving questions throughout the school 
year. Understanding the nature of science as a process and an experimental means to an applied end is 
essential. This course provides a strong foundation for success in future science coursework. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None

Chemistry (Honors)
This first course in chemistry serves as an introduction to the essential topics of chemistry. The course is 
designed to engage and involve students by helping them visualize, understand, determine, and predict 
the behavior of atoms and molecules. The fundamentals of atomic and molecular structure, nomenclature, 
bonding, states of matter and their unique behavior, and chemical reaction considerations, including kinetics, 
equilibrium, and thermodynamics, establish the base for students to understand the world around them 
more perceptively. Analytical, collaborative, and visual homework exercises provide an opportunity for 
in-depth application of chemical concepts. Laboratory activities provide an opportunity to engage in the 
scientific process and to actively participate in the learning process. Written reports of these activities provide 
a mechanism for students to advance their organizational, interpretive, and expressive skills. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 10-12	 Prerequisite: None 

Physics (Honors)
Honors Physics introduces students to the fundamental principles that govern the physical world, with 
an emphasis on developing conceptual understanding, quantitative reasoning, and inquiry. Through 
the study of motion, forces, energy, momentum, waves, and electric circuits, students learn to model 
real-world phenomena using algebraic relationships and graphical representations. Laboratory 
investigations are a central component of the course, requiring students to design experiments, analyze 
data, evaluate uncertainty, and communicate conclusions using appropriate mathematical and scientific 
tools. Throughout the course, students build confidence in applying algebra to solve problems, interpret 
evidence, and reason critically about physical systems.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Geometry (Honors) and enrolled in Algebra II (Honors) or higher.

Science Three-Year Requirement
Three years of science are required consisting of at least: Biology (Honors), Chemistry (Honors), and 
Physics (Honors). Many students take a fourth or fifth year of science (see Electives).
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AP Physics I 
This is a rigorous, algebra- and trigonometry-based course that emphasizes deep conceptual 
understanding, quantitative reasoning, and experimental inquiry in the study of classical mechanics. 
Students investigate motion, forces, energy, momentum, rotational dynamics, and oscillatory systems 
through a combination of problem solving, laboratory experimentation, and evidence-based reasoning. 
Laboratory work mirrors the practices of college-level physics, requiring students to design investigations, 
analyze and interpret data, evaluate uncertainty, and construct clear scientific arguments.
The course moves at an accelerated pace and explores topics in greater depth than a standard or 
honors physics course, challenging students to synthesize concepts across multiple representations and 
apply mathematical models to novel situations. Designed for juniors who meet the prerequisites and 
have strong preparation and interest in mathematics and science, AP Physics I prepares students for 
advanced study in the sciences and for the AP Physics I examination.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12
Prerequisite:  B+ in both semesters of Algebra II/Trigonometry (Honors) or A- second semester in 
Algebra II/Trigonometry (Honors) or B+ both semesters in Precalculus AB (Honors).

Health (Asynchronous) (Summer)
This asynchronous summer course fulfills the State of Nevada high school requirement in health education 
and is designed to provide students with flexible, independent access to essential health knowledge and 
skills. Through a combination of guided readings, multimedia resources, reflective activities, and applied 
assignments, students explore the interconnected factors that influence mental, physical, social, and emotional 
well-being. The course emphasizes practical, lifelong skills such as communication, informed decision-
making, goal setting, and personal responsibility. Key areas of study include addiction, reproductive health, 
and strategies for maintaining overall wellness. Students engage with real-world scenarios and self-paced 
assessments that encourage thoughtful reflection and application of concepts. CPR/AED certification is 
required, with options provided to complete certification independently or through approved on-campus 
opportunities when available.   
Course length: One semester asynchronous			   Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 10-11		  Prerequisite: Biology

Health (Honors) (First or Second Semester)
Honors Health fulfills the State of Nevada high school requirement in health education while challenging 
students to think critically about the complex and interconnected factors that shape mental, physical, 
social, and emotional well-being. Through the study of human systems, behavior, and decision-making, 
students examine how structure and function influence overall health across the lifespan. The honors-level 
curriculum emphasizes active engagement and the development of essential life skills, including effective 
communication, informed decision-making, goal setting, and self-advocacy. Particular attention is given 
to topics such as addiction, reproductive health, and risk assessment, encouraging students to evaluate 
evidence, reflect on values, and apply learning to real-world contexts. Students are required to earn CPR/
AED certification, with opportunities provided on campus, reinforcing the course’s commitment to practical 
knowledge and personal responsibility.
Course length: One semester			   Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 10		  Prerequisite: Biology (Honors)

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT ELECTIVES
Human Anatomy and Physiology (Honors)
Students in this course will investigate human anatomy and physiology through a survey of body systems 
and their common afflictions. Labs, including animal dissections, will be used to reinforce understanding of 
the structure and function relationship, as well as provide insight into techniques used in medical problem-
solving. Instruction will be inquiry-based with applications of the content to a variety of phenomena and 
investigations. Although this course is ideal for students in pursuit of health-related professions, any student 
with an interest in understanding the organization of vertebrate systems and how they operate would benefit. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: Biology (Honors) 
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AP Biology 
This rigorous course is presented at the level of beginning college biology and is intended for the 
serious student who plans on taking the Advanced Placement Biology Examination in the spring. The 
AP Biology curriculum focuses on enduring conceptual understandings rather than factual recall. This 
course includes lectures, laboratory investigations, supplemental readings, and written assignments. 
Students are required to develop advanced inquiry and reasoning skills, such as designing a plan for 
the collection of data, analyzing data, applying mathematical routines, and connecting concepts in and 
across the domains of biology. Students enrolling in this course must have demonstrated a high degree 
of academic success in the sciences and possess a thorough understanding of the fundamental principles 
and laboratory techniques presented in Biology (Honors) and Chemistry (Honors).
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: A- second semester or better in Biology (Honors) and Chemistry (Honors).

AP Chemistry 
This is a college-level course for the student who wishes to take the Advanced Placement Chemistry 
Examination in the spring. This course is intended for students with a strong interest in science 
who are considering a career in science, chemical engineering, or health sciences. Topics follow the 
recommended Advanced Placement curriculum and include atomic and molecular structure, chemical 
bonding, acid-base reactions, oxidation-reduction, gas laws, thermodynamics, chemical equilibrium, 
kinetics of reactions, electrochemistry, and behavior of liquids and solids. Special attention is given to 
the application of concepts and information to solve specific problems and to interpret observations 
in data. Laboratory experiments expand and support concepts presented in lecture and emphasize the 
analysis of experimental data, interpretation of results, and evaluation of errors.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	 Prerequisite: A- second semester or better in Chemistry (Honors).

AP Environmental Science
This course is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory college course in environmental science. 
The goal of AP Environmental Science is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, 
and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and 
analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated 
with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. 
Environmental Science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics from geology, biology, environmental 
studies, environmental science, chemistry, and geography. This class requires lab activities and written 
reports to give an understanding of how environmental topics can be modeled and predicted.
Course length: Two semesters			   Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12		
Prerequisite: B second semester in Biology (Honors) and Chemistry (Honors).

AP Physics C 
This course simulates the scope and sequence of a calculus-based physics course. Physics C (AP) is 
intended for seniors who have a strong interest and ability in physics and have taken Precalculus BC or 
higher. Physics C (AP) covers the major ideas in Mechanics and Electromagnetism. These topics include, 
but are not limited to, aerodynamics, differential equations, RC/RL circuits, and Maxwell’s Laws. The main 
difference between Physics C (AP) and Physics I (AP), is that Physics C (AP) uses calculus throughout the 
course whereas Physics I (AP) does not use calculus. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade level: 12	
Prerequisite: B+ or better in both semesters in AP Physics I and a B+ or better in both semesters in 
AP Calculus AB or Precalculus BC (Honors).
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AT Biotechnology (Advanced Topics)
AT Biotechnology immerses students in biotechnology’s principles, techniques, and applications through 
hands-on laboratory experiences and scientific inquiry. It covers a comprehensive range of biological 
topics, such as molecular biology, genetics, microbiology, bioinformatics, and essential laboratory 
techniques. Students will develop proficiency in current laboratory practices, including aseptic techniques, 
cell culture, DNA isolation, gel electrophoresis, PCR, spectrophotometry, and chromatography. The 
curriculum integrates classroom instruction, laboratory experiments, and fieldwork to equip students with 
the technical skills and theoretical knowledge necessary for future college coursework or careers in the 
biomedical sciences. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 11-12	
Prerequisite: B+ second semester in Biology (Honors) and B+ second semester in Chemistry (Honors).

AT Modern Physics (Advanced Topics)
This course is aimed at seniors who would like to take an additional physics course that doesn’t require 
calculus but tackles the deep and counterintuitive ideas of quantum physics and relativity (i.e. uncertainty 
principle, Schrodinger’s cat, time travel, black holes, dark energy, etc). Along with gaining a conceptual 
understanding of the relevant physics, we will analyze the corresponding radical shifts in philosophy 
that accompanied those scientific discoveries. Comparing and contrasting how pioneering 20th-century 
physicists and philosophers arrived at their counterintuitive views about the world, and where we stand now 
in our conceptual understanding, will constitute the bulk of this course. In addition to taking mathematical 
quizzes requiring calculations, students will demonstrate understanding through class discussions and 
written essays on fundamental questions about physics, philosophy, and existence.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 12	
Prerequisite: Completed Physics (Honors) or AP Physics I.

AT Science Research (Advanced Topics)
Advanced Topics Science Research teaches students how to engage in original, independent research 
in the sciences. Semester one lays the foundational work and develops the critical thinking skills 
needed for the creative design of an original research project. Students learn research techniques 
and methodologies to apply to the research project during semester one. During semester two, 
students continue investigative work and present their research findings at the UNLV Science Fair, 
which is a gateway to the International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF). This course facilitates 
completing an original research project, paper, and presentation, culminating in the student’s 
final portfolio. Because of the independent work and extensive one-on-one interaction between 
instructor and students, this course is capped at 8. Only students in the AT Science Research course 
are eligible to represent The Meadows at local and regional science fairs. 
Course length: Two semesters			   Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12		  Course Cap: 8 Students
Prerequisite: Minimum B+ second semester or better in both Biology (Honors) and Chemistry (Honors).

END OF SCIENCE DEPARTMENT COURSES
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CHINESE

Chinese I (Honors)
Chinese I is designed to develop students’ fundamental understanding and communication skills in 
Mandarin Chinese including listening, comprehension, reading, and basic conversation. This introductory 
Chinese course will cover Hanyu Pinyin (Chinese pronunciation system), Hanzi (Chinese writing system), 
and Chinese typing. It also presents general aspects of Chinese daily life and culture. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None

Chinese II (Honors) 
Chinese II is designed for students who have successfully completed a rigorous one-year Chinese I course 
in spoken and written Mandarin Chinese or its equivalent. This second-year course continues to develop 
an overview of the Chinese language and culture through authentic and intensive listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. At the end of the course, students will be able to comprehend and produce 
paragraph-level Chinese. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

Chinese III (Honors) 
Chinese III is designed for students who have completed two years of Chinese courses. This course elevates 
students’ understanding of more complex Chinese syntax and grammatical concepts through rigorous 
practice of spoken and written Chinese. Students will be provided with opportunities to focus on fine-tuning 
pronunciation, expanding vocabulary, and internalizing more complex grammatical constructions. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

Chinese IV (Honors) 
Chinese IV is designed for students who have completed three years of Chinese courses. This level is 
designed to help students comprehend and produce discourse-level Chinese on most familiar and some 
unfamiliar topics. At this level, the pace and conversation move more rapidly approaching native speed and 
comprehension. Authentic materials are used exclusively and the course is conducted in Mandarin Chinese 
only. It is expected that all students will be able to converse on a wide range of topics and communicate 
fluently with native Chinese speakers. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

Placement Exam Requirement
All students new to the Upper School must take a placement exam to determine the appropriate 
level and course of study.

World Languages Three-Year Requirement
Three sequential years of a world language are required: Chinese, French, Latin, or Spanish. Many 
students take a fourth year of a world language in Upper School, and students may take more than 
one world language.
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AP Chinese Language and Culture 
AP Chinese is a full-year course that covers the equivalent of the fourth semester of a college Chinese 
course. This course aims to provide students with ongoing and varied opportunities to further develop 
their proficiency across the full range of language skills while learning about Chinese culture and society. 
The course engages students in an exploration of both contemporary and historical Chinese culture. AP 
courses reflect interests in the arts, current events, literature, and sports shared by the students and teacher. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	
Prerequisite: B+ or higher from mid-point of each semester of current world language class in order 
to register for an AP class the following year.

AT Foundational Masterpieces of Chinese Literature (Advanced Topics)
AT Chinese is designed for students who have completed three years of Chinese courses. This course 
offers an engaging exploration of the foundational masterpieces of the Chinese literary tradition. Students 
will further develop their skills as linguists by both discussing and analyzing texts starting with ancient 
poetry and moral primers (11th century BCE), proceeding into the golden age poetry of the Tang and 
Song dynasties (7th-13th century CE), then the Four Great Classical Novels of the Qing Dynasty (17th-
20th century), and ending with the pinnacle of classical vernacular fiction (20th-century). Other texts, 
such as The Art of War, will also be studied along the way. The course is conducted in Mandarin Chinese. 
Students are expected to converse on a wide range of topics and communicate fluently. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

FRENCH

French I (Honors)
This course requires no prior knowledge of French. Applying an audio-visual, whole-language approach 
(Comprehensible Input), students will develop basic skills of the target language in speaking, reading, 
writing, listening comprehension, and culture. During the first year, weather, geographical locations, 
directions, numbers, activities (sports and music), and conversational French are covered. Grammar is 
initially presented in a natural, vocabulary style format and then reinforced through drills and exercises. 
Students understand the following verb tenses: the present, near future, past perfect, and the polite 
conditional. Students are expected to use the target language as much as possible in class in order to 
reach an ACTFL proficiency at “Novice High.” 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None

French II (Honors) 
In this course for advanced beginners, students continue the same methodology used in Honors 
French I. Video and audio programs are used as an integral part of the course in order to improve 
aural comprehension. Continued development of level-appropriate interpersonal communication is 
expected of second-year students. Written composition will continue to be developed and vocabulary 
expanded. Emphasis on past tenses (past perfect and imperfect) and an introduction to the future tense 
are part of the curriculum. French is the language of instruction; English is used to clarify as needed. 
Students are expected to use the target language as much as possible in order to reach an ACTFL 
proficiency at “Intermediate Low” or “Intermediate Mid.”
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

French III (Honors)
In this course students review and expand upon the vocabulary and grammar they have been studying 
for the past two years with the intent of preparing for advanced courses. Intermediate level literacy 
is attained through the study of samples of Francophone daily life. Practical communications skills in 
reading, writing, listening comprehension, speaking, and culture continue to be stressed. French is used 
as the target language in this class.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.
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French IV (Honors)
This course is designed to increase student proficiency through a more intense study and assessment 
of listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills. Students will be exposed to more sophisticated 
vocabulary and more complex grammatical structures previously learned in French I-III. This course 
enables students to study the language in greater detail, to read for comprehension from a variety of 
authentic sources, and to use spoken language more frequently.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

French Pre-AP (Honors)
This course serves as preparation for the Advanced Placement course and is designed to continue the 
development of academic proficiency in the five standards: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, 
writing, and culture. The focus is on communication in French, incorporating a further understanding 
of francophone cultures, connecting with other disciplines, comparing the student’s native language to 
French, and participating in multicultural communities. Projects and assessment will introduce students 
to formats and activities seen in the AP class.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department. 

AP French Language and Culture 
This course is guided by the curriculum promoted by the College Board. By reading, watching, and listening 
to samples of Francophone daily life, students will be skilled in communicating their cultural comprehension 
in the target language. Summative and formative assessment exercises are used to develop and maintain 
the following skills: oral and written interpersonal communication, audio, visual, audio-visual and print 
interpretive communication skills. French is the target language of communication in this course. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12
Prerequisite: B+ or higher from mid-point of each semester of current world language class in order 
to register for an AP class the following year.

French Film and Conversation (Honors)
This French class focuses on contemporary and traditional themes. The student will develop organizational 
skills for effective writing and speaking at an advanced level. The student will practice interpersonal, 
presentational, and interpretative skills necessary for performance.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

AT French: Global Challenges, Personal Identity & Cultural Expression (Advanced Topics)
This is an advanced course for students with strong proficiency in French that explores contemporary 
and historical issues across the Francophone world. Through the study of literature, film, media, and 
non-fiction texts, students examine themes such as identity, citizenship, memory, ethics, and cultural 
expression while strengthening advanced reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. Emphasis is 
placed on critical thinking, analytical and argumentative writing, structured debate, and oral presentation, 
preparing students for advanced language study and college-level humanities coursework.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department. 
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LATIN

Latin I (Honors)
Honors Latin I provides a first introduction to the Latin language, but its focus is less on language 
acquisition than on its cultural background in the ancient world and its lasting legacy in the modern 
world. Explorations into the art, history, mythology, and culture of ancient Rome through both research 
and art projects are complemented by using a variety of pedagogies stressing comprehensible input 
and the gamified classroom, but also strutted by the reading and grammar-and-translation methods. 
All Latin students automatically become members of the Junior Classical League ( JCL) and, as such, 
are provided opportunities to attend Latin conventions, take national exams for prizes, and compete 
in certamen (Classics quiz bowl) tournaments. The overarching goal of this course is to instill a love for 
Latin and to acquire proficiency naturally in as stress-free an environment as possible.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None 

Latin II (Honors)
Honors Latin II continues the journey begun in all first-year Latin courses, but with a slightly higher proportion 
of time devoted specifically to language acquisition. Explorations into the art, history, mythology, and culture 
of ancient Rome through both research and art projects continue to be complemented by instruction 
using a variety of pedagogies stressing comprehensible input and the gamified classroom, but also strutted 
by the reading and grammar-and-translation methods. All Latin students automatically become members 
of the Junior Classical League ( JCL) and, as such, are provided opportunities to attend Latin conventions, 
take national exams for prizes, and compete in certamen (Classics quiz bowl) tournaments.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12 	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

Latin III (Honors)
Honors Latin III constitutes a continued investigation into the cultural, literary, and historical legacy of the 
ancient Roman world as they are contextualized in the words of the authors themselves, supplemented by a 
review of vocabulary and advanced grammatical concepts as they arise in readings. Comprehensible input 
is supplemented by emphases on sight-reading, literary analysis, and English derivatives. Most readings 
revolve around Latin as it relates to the diversity of the American experience in the Western Hemisphere. 
At the end of the course, students are able to continue their study of Latin literature in either AP Latin or 
an Advanced Topics in Latin Literature course. All Latin students automatically become members of the 
Junior Classical League ( JCL) and, as such, are provided opportunities to attend Latin conventions, take 
national exams for prizes, and compete in certamen (Classics quiz bowl) tournaments.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

Latin IV (Honors)
This course continues the study of the cultural, literary, and historical legacy of the Roman world as 
contextualized in the words of the ancient authors themselves. Students considering taking AP Latin during 
the following year are highly encouraged to take this course. The coursework investigates in greater detail 
more challenging grammatical structures. Complexities are introduced along with a thorough review of 
the structures of earlier levels of Latin. Extra care is taken to ensure that students are practicing a variety 
of structures and constantly reinforcing the vocabulary skills critical to success in reading Latin and real-
world applications of English derived from Latin. Specific course content varies, focusing on different 
genres and/or authors from year to year based directly on student interest. As in earlier years of studies, 
all Latin students automatically become members of the Junior Classical League ( JCL) and, as such, will 
be provided opportunities to attend Latin conventions, take national exams for prizes, and compete in 
certamen (Classics quiz bowl) tournaments.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.
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AT Latin Literature (Advanced Topics)
This course acts as an introduction to authentic Latin literature and is designed for the student who is earnest 
about continuing on in Latin in anticipation of, in lieu of, or even after completing, the Advanced Placement 
curriculum. The coursework completes the study of more challenging grammatical structures common in 
written and spoken discourse. Fundamental Latin skills and vocabulary are still reviewed and developed along 
with detailed study of poetic devices and socio-historical critical evaluation. Specific course content varies, 
focusing on different genres and/or authors from year to year based directly on student interest. As such, this 
course may be repeated for credit multiple times. As in earlier years of study, all Latin students automatically 
become members of the Junior Classical League ( JCL) and, as such, are provided opportunities to attend 
Latin conventions, take national exams for prizes, and compete in certamen (Classics quiz bowl) tournaments.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

AP Latin (Vergil/Pliny the Younger)
This course prepares students for the Latin Advanced Placement Examination. Vergil’s Aeneid and some 
of Pliny’s letters are analyzed and translated. Rhetorical devices, figures of speech, and poetic meter are 
studied in depth. Essential themes, such as effective leadership and communication, nation-building, and 
religious piety, are explored and discussed, especially in regard to how they are employed in the late 
Republic and early empire of Rome. Students also study interrelationships of art, literature, government, 
and religion. As in earlier years of study, all Latin students automatically become members of the Junior 
Classical League ( JCL) and, as such, are provided opportunities to attend Latin conventions, take national 
exams for prizes, and compete in certamen (Classics quiz bowl) tournaments.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: B+ or higher from mid-point of each semester of current world language class in order 
to register for an AP class the following year.

Ancient Greek: From Classical Monsters to Koine Generals (Honors)
While fundamentally a language class focusing on the grammar, morphology, and vocabulary of the ancient 
Greeks, no former knowledge of Greek or any other language other than English is required. Our starting 
point—the Greek alphabet—serves as a good example of the kind of learning that will be done throughout 
the year: we will not merely discuss what sounds each letter represents and briskly move on, but rather take 
time to discuss its Phoenician origin and the historical and literary milieux in which it first developed, as well 
as the sociological and cultural ramifications the introduction and proliferation this technological advance 
had on ancient Greek society. Throughout the academic year, we will pair language learning with cultural, 
historical, and literary context to round out student understanding of not just the ancient Greek language, 
but ancient Greece writ large. While the grammatical underpinnings will be consistently emphasized and 
form the springboard from which all else organically stems, the non-language aspects of the course will 
appeal to anyone interested in the ancient Greeks.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None

SPANISH

Spanish I (Honors)
In this beginning course of Spanish, students are offered the opportunity to develop skills in the standards: 
reading, writing, listening comprehension, speaking, and culture. A workable, everyday vocabulary is 
attained in a naturalistic environment to give students the tools to begin academic proficiency. Basic 
grammar is presented and reinforced to strengthen a strong foundation in the language.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None
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Spanish II (Honors) 
This course is designed to continue academic proficiency development in the five standards: reading, 
writing, listening comprehension, speaking, and culture. The focus is on communication in Spanish; 
every day the students will have the opportunity to read, write, speak, and listen to Spanish. Further 
understanding of Hispanic cultures, connecting with other disciplines, comparing native language to 
Spanish, and participating in multicultural communities will also be incorporated. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department. 

Spanish III (Honors)
This course is designated for the Honors Spanish student who does not intend to take Advanced 
Placement courses next year and is designed to continue academic proficiency development in the five 
standards: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing, and culture. The focus is on written and 
oral communication in Spanish, incorporating further understanding of Hispanic cultures, connecting with 
other disciplines, comparing native language to Spanish, and participating in multicultural communities.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

Spanish IV (Honors)
This course is designed to increase student proficiency through a more intense study and assessment of 
listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills. Students will be exposed to more sophisticated vocabulary 
and more complex grammatical structures previously learned in Spanish I-III. This course enables students 
to study the language in greater detail, to read for comprehension from a variety of authentic sources, 
and to use spoken language more frequently. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 10-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

Spanish Pre-AP (Honors)
This course will act as a feeder course for the Advanced Placement courses and is designed to continue the 
development of academic proficiency in the five standards: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, 
writing, and culture. The focus is on communication in Spanish, incorporating further understanding 
of Hispanic cultures, connecting with other disciplines, comparing native language to Spanish, and 
participating in multicultural communities. Projects and assessments will introduce students to format 
and activities seen in the AP class.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

AP Spanish Language and Culture
This course is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Spanish Language examination 
and is based on conversation and composition. Students engage in activities allowing them to express 
their ideas with fluency and accuracy, thus acquiring a vocabulary enabling them to translate newspapers 
and magazine articles as well as Hispanic literary works.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12
Prerequisite: B+ or higher from mid-point of each semester of current world language class in order 
to register for an AP class the following year.

World Languages
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AP Spanish Literature and Culture
This course is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Spanish Literature examination. 
In this course students will study the major writers of Spain and Latin America and their works, from the 
medieval period to present day. Students will do a close reading of these works, analyzing them and 
making thematic connections between texts of various genres and historical periods.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12
Prerequisite: B+ or higher from mid-point of each semester of current world language class in order 
to register for an AP class the following year.

Spanish Film and Conversation (Honors)
This Spanish class focuses on contemporary and traditional themes. The student will develop 
organizational skills for effective writing and speaking at an advanced level. The student will practice 
interpersonal, presentational, and interpretative skills necessary for performance.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: Placement determined by the World Languages Department.

AT Seminal Works in Spanish Literature (Advanced Topics)
This is an advanced-level course that continues to strengthen the learning of Spanish through its practice 
in all modalities and modes of communication. By reviewing the uses of grammar in literary texts and 
other cultural materials, as they come up and/or are deemed necessary, students have the opportunity 
to improve their proficiency in and knowledge of Spanish in the three modes of communication: 
interpretive, presentational, and interpersonal. Throughout the year, students read the four longest 
works from the AP Spanish Literature and Culture required readings, written by some of the most 
prominent authors from the Hispanic literary canon. Each semester includes one novel and one play, 
along with the respective historical, biographical, and sociopolitical contexts pertaining to the work, 
author, time period, place of origin, and literary/cultural movement(s).
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: B+ or higher from mid-point of each semester of AP Language & Culture and  
a 3 or higher on the AP exam in order to register for an AT class the following year.

END OF WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT COURSES
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CHORAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Contemporary Vocal Ensemble (Honors)
The Contemporary Vocal Ensemble is tailored for advanced musicians eager to take on higher-level 
challenges and responsibilities. This ensemble follows the Meadows vocal ensemble schedule, with 
students expected to demonstrate exceptional dedication through consistent individual practice, 
leading vocal rehearsals, mentoring Middle School vocal ensemble students and participating in all 
concerts and events. Private lessons are highly recommended to refine vocal skills further. Designed 
to prepare students for potential careers in vocal music, the program emphasizes advanced training in 
vocal techniques, sight-reading, solfege, and overall musicianship and leadership. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None 
This course is repeatable for credit. 

Meadows Orchestra (Honors)
Orchestra is tailored for advanced musicians eager to take on higher-level challenges and responsibilities. 
This ensemble follows the Meadows strings schedule, with students expected to demonstrate exceptional 
dedication through consistent individual practice, leading sectional rehearsals, mentoring Lower School 
orchestra students and participating in all concerts and events. Private lessons are highly recommended 
to refine musical skills further. Designed to prepare students for potential careers in music, the program 
emphasizes advanced training in tone production, technique, sight-reading, and overall musicianship 
and leadership. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: Middle School Orchestra or full year of private lessons.
This course is repeatable for credit. 

Symphonic Band (Honors)
The Honors Symphonic Band is tailored for advanced musicians eager to take on higher-level challenges and 
responsibilities. This ensemble follows the jazz band, pep band, percussion ensemble and Symphonic Band 
performance schedule, with students expected to demonstrate exceptional dedication through consistent 
individual practice, leading sectional rehearsals, and participating in all concerts and events. Private lessons 
are highly recommended to refine musical skills further. Designed to prepare students for potential careers 
in music, the program emphasizes advanced training in tone production, technique, sight-reading, and 
overall musicianship and leadership.
Course Length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: Middle School Advanced Band or full year of private lessons.
This course is repeatable for credit.

FILM STUDIES

Film Studies: Amazing Directors
Join us on a journey through film as we study it through the lens of the greatest directors of all time. We 
will be visiting many eras, countries, and genres as we unravel the film industry and ask “what makes a 
film amazing” and “what makes a director incredible”.  We will be watching some of the best of the best 
throughout the last century of film and, in doing so, learning how to define and express many things 
about ourselves and our experience in art.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None
This course does not fulfill the arts requirement for graduation. 

Arts One-Year Requirement
At least one year of Visual or Performing Arts must be taken by each Upper School student.
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Visual and Performing Arts

THEATRE

Acting I
We will be taking to the stage every day and exploring theatre from every corner of the world. Students 
will discover new forms of theatre and get a chance to try them out with a group of peers through 
Theatre Games, Improv, Scene Work, and a host of other exercises. Learn how to make your presence 
known when walking onto the stage or even off of it. This course not only makes you a strong performer 
but helps you communicate outside of the theatrical world with poise, grace, and confidence. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0  
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None 

Advanced Acting 
This course will expand upon your theatrical training. Immersing you in the myriad of techniques that 
guide you through the process of your given focus in the craft of storytelling, whether it be acting, 
directing, dancing, writing, film making, technical design, and more. You will finish the year with a solid 
understanding of both your own process and those of the Masters. This class is intended to help you 
make strong choices for the stage and other media and “Bring the Thunder” every time you present 
materials to an audience. This will culminate in a production for each semester. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	
Prerequisite: Acting I or permission of the instructor. 

Auditions and Portfolio
Auditions and Portfolio is designed for the serious theatre student who possesses prior theatre course 
experience and has their sights set on attending college for theatre and/or auditioning in the amateur 
and professional world. We will help students build and hone their audition repertoire and refine their 
headshots and resumes all while further developing their acting and singing techniques. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0  
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: Advanced Acting  

Play Production (Early Bird) (First Semester)
Fall Semester Production is designed for students interested in developing and showcasing their 
performance skills in a non-musical theater production. Every student is part of the performing ensemble, 
attends rehearsals, learns blocking, and creates lively, exciting characters. Participation in an acting class 
is strongly encouraged. Auditions generally take place during the first week of the semester. This course 
culminates in a performance weekend for the Meadows community and beyond. 
Course length: One semester	 Credits awarded: 0.5 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None
This course is repeatable for credit.

Musical Production (Early Bird) (Second Semester)
This course is designed for students interested in musical theater performance. Every student is part of 
the ensemble, attends rehearsals and learns dances and songs in the production. Students also develop 
exciting characters suitable for the production with an emphasis on character development, technical 
proficiency (correct posture, alignment, breath) and performance quality (focus, style, and musicality). 
Auditions generally take place before the end of the first semester. This course culminates in a performance 
weekend for the Meadows community and beyond.
Course length: One semester	 Credits awarded: 0.5 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None
This course is repeatable for credit.
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Visual and Performing Arts

Technical Theatre Production (Early Bird) 
The Technical Crew assists in the creation of sets, props, costumes, light and sound throughout the term 
during the production cycle of theatre and dance performances. Stage Managers and Assistant Stage 
Managers are also selected from the crew. During performances, tech crew members are responsible 
for running lights, sound, special effects, stage managing, facilitating costume changes, and moving 
set pieces and props. This rewarding, yet time intensive, course culminates in producing all technical 
elements for an audience in the Wanda Lamb Peccole Center for the Arts.
Course length: One or two semesters	 Credits awarded: 0.5 or 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None
This course is repeatable for credit.

Technical Theatre 
Ever wonder how the lights change or what was used to make a set piece or who designed that costume? 
Want to learn what goes on behind the scenes to make a theatrical production possible? Technical 
Theatre can answer all of those questions! In this class we will navigate through various areas of technical 
theatre that can develop an appreciation for many areas while finding the category that sparks your 
specific interest. Aspects of tech that can be explored are: faux painting techniques, costume making, 
power and hand tool use, sound reinforcement, set construction, properties fabrication, lighting 
instruments, make-up application, historical research into time period and play background, elements 
of design, foley art and sound editing, color theory for lights and costumes. Open to those who have 
experience and to those looking for a new challenge. The exact elements to be covered will develop 
around the interests and talents of the students participating. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None

Advanced Technical Theatre 
This course is a participation-based hands-on workshop that will develop the technician’s understanding 
and development of the design process. Time will be spent looking at different aspects of design including 
the development of a director’s concept, the research process and the exploration of how concept and 
the script may affect their design elements. They will then spend time working on their presentation skills 
by sharing their design concepts with others. Designs can be shows of their choice as well as realized 
productions for the main stage. Students will also have the ability to hone their operational skills with 
the technology and equipment housed in the CFA space by working presentations such as concerts, 
Meadows Singers performances, and other events. Students will leave this course with a developed and 
thoughtful technical theatre portfolio that can be used in collegiate and competition settings. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12  	 Prerequisite: Technical Theatre or instructor permission
This course is repeatable for credit.

VISUAL ARTS

Design Crafts
This course blends design principles and an innovative approach to process, together with material 
knowledge and craft skills developed through hands-on making. The purpose of this course is to provide 
a balanced visual arts program, which guides students to achieve the standards in the visual arts. In Design 
Crafts, students develop their aesthetic appreciation and knowledge of the diverse forms and various 
materials used in the arts of all cultures, past and present. The student will explore three-dimensional 
processes with various materials using traditional and nontraditional constructive techniques. Instructional 
topics support learning in other content areas and encourage lifelong learning. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None 
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Visual and Performing Arts

Studio Art I
Studio Art I is a year-long course designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts, tools, 
techniques, and principles of making art. Students should expect to create in a variety of two- and three-
dimensional media: drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture. The development of drawing skills is 
especially encouraged. The goal of this class is for students to learn a variety of art-making techniques 
and media, as well as to acquire an appreciation for art theory. This is accomplished, in part, through the 
consistent use of a sketchbook and in-class critiques. Students should also expect to become familiar with 
contemporary artists and art practices. Participation in Upper School art shows is required. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade level: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None 

Studio Art II
Studio Art II is a year-long course that builds on the basic skills and techniques learned in Studio Art I. Students 
should expect to create in a variety of two-and three-dimensional media: drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, and design crafts. A strong foundation in drawing skills is emphasized. Assignments in this course 
are more challenging technically and conceptually. The goal of this class is for students to develop both 
their technical skills and personal vision for their creative work. This is accomplished, in part, through the 
consistent use of rough-draft sketches and in-class critiques. Students should also expect to become familiar 
with contemporary artists and art practices. Participation in Upper School art shows is required. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade level: 10-12	
Prerequisite: Studio Art I or permission of the instructor.

AT Studio Art (Advanced Topics)
This third-year studio art course is designed for students who are interested in submitting a supplemental 
art portfolio with their college applications as well as those who are interested in submitting an Advanced 
Placement Studio Art Portfolio. Students will choose from a list of potential portfolio investigations based 
on pieces of classical, romantic, and contemporary literature. Students are encouraged to refine their 
technical skills, pursue their creative style, and achieve excellence in a medium of their choosing. This 
is accomplished through consistent use of sketch drawings and in-class critiques. Students should also 
expect to become familiar with contemporary artists and art practices. Participation in Upper School art 
shows and the Scholastic Art Awards is required.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12
Prerequisite: Two visual arts courses and instructor approval.

AP Studio Art - 2D
This course is designed for serious art students who want to complete their portfolios for college review 
or to create additional college-worthy work for AP Studio. Portfolios include works of art and design, 
process documentation, and written information about the work presented. Students continue to explore 
innovative composition and conceptual subject matter. Students must have a strong commitment to 
advance their projects outside of class and to keep pace with the production expectations of the course. 
In May, students will submit the portfolios for evaluation based on specific criteria which include skillful 
synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas and sustained investigation through practice, experimentation 
and revision, guided by questions.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade level: 12
Prerequisite: Three visual art courses and instructor approval.
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Visual and Performing Arts

Digital Media Essentials
This course delves into advanced techniques using Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator. Students will focus 
on sophisticated graphic design and precise image manipulation to enhance their digital media skills. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None 

Digital Drawing and Painting I
Digital Drawing and Painting introduces students to the fundamentals of creating art using digital tools, 
blending traditional artistic principles with modern technology. Through character design, world-
building, and art history exploration, students will develop their skills while reflecting on artistic styles 
and techniques. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None

Digital Drawing and Painting II (Honors)
This course continues students’ exploration of digital art with an expanded focus on character design, 
introductory 2D animation, and portfolio development. Students will refine their technical skills while 
creating polished, portfolio-ready artwork that builds upon prior artistic experience.  
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12		
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Digital Drawing and Painting I, Studio Art I, Studio Art II, 
or AP Studio Art – 2D.

Filmmaking
This course focuses on multi- and single-camera video productions, as well as an exploration of 360 
videos and virtual reality films. Students will learn the basics of screenwriting, directing, audio, lighting, 
camera operation, and editing. These skills are incorporated into the production of several projects over 
the course of the semester. The primary tools in this class will be provided, including but not limited 
to, Canon consumer-based video cameras and editing software such as, iMovie, Final Cut Pro, and/or 
Adobe Premiere Pro. It is highly recommended that students purchase their own SD card to keep track 
of and store their filmed footage. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None

END OF VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT COURSES
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Competition is a requirement for all Speech & Debate courses except Public Speaking.

Speech & Debate (Honors)
Speech and Debate is a course for students with an interest in developing experience in public speaking. 
The course will provide an introduction to various forms of debate and public-speaking activities, especially 
those that are offered in competitive forensics tournaments. These speaking formats include Policy and 
Lincoln-Douglas debate, extemporaneous speaking, oratory, dramatic, humorous, prose, and poetic 
interpretive reading, and Student Congress. This course will also focus on researching and writing speeches 
in an organized fashion, developing critical reading skills, and being able to speak on current events.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None

Advanced Lincoln-Douglas Debate (Honors)
Students learn advanced debate techniques and train to compete in regional and national debate 
competitions. Students conduct research, write arguments, and prepare for debates on the national 
high school Lincoln-Douglas debate topics.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: Speech & Debate
This course is repeatable for credit.

Advanced Policy Debate (Honors)
Students learn advanced debate techniques and train to compete in regional and national debate 
competitions. Students conduct research, write arguments, and prepare for debates on the high school 
policy debate topic: The United States federal government should establish national health insurance in 
the United States. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: Speech & Debate and instructor approval
This course is repeatable for credit.

Advanced Individual Events (Honors)
Students learn advanced debate techniques and train to compete in local student Congress competitions. 
This course is also available to students whose primary forensics interest lies in individual events, such as 
interpretive reading, oratory, expository, poetry, and extemporaneous speaking.
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0 
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: Speech & Debate
This course is repeatable for credit.

Speech and Debate
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END OF SPEECH & DEBATE COURSES

Law in Practice/Mock Trial (Honors) (Early Bird)
Law in Practice is an immersive, hands-on course that brings the courtroom to the classroom, giving 
students the skills to think, speak, and act like real trial lawyers. Through dynamic case-building, strategic 
legal research, and the art of persuasive argument, students will develop the tools to construct compelling 
cases from both the prosecution/plaintiff and defense sides. They will master direct and cross-examination 
techniques, learn the rules of evidence, and sharpen their ability to think on their feet in high-stakes 
courtroom scenarios. Diving into both criminal and civil procedure, students will explore the intricacies 
of legal strategy, objections, and trial motions while honing their public speaking, critical thinking, and 
teamwork skills. The course culminates in simulated trials where students take on the roles of attorneys, 
witnesses, and legal analysts, bringing real-world courtroom practice and etiquette to life.
Note: Separate from this course, students are expected to prepare for Mock Trial competition held in 
February 2027. As per the Nevada High School Mock Trial Competitions Rules of Conduct: “The Mock 
Trial program is intended to be solely an extracurricular activity. The current year’s mock trial case materials 
may not be used in any class offered, or comprise any part of the curriculum of any class, at any school 
during the applicable year in which these materials are to be used in competition.”
Course length: One semester over full school year	 Credits awarded: 0.5
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None 

AT Advanced National Circuit Lincoln Douglas Debate (Advanced Topics)
This course is designed to train students in advanced practices of interscholastic Lincoln Douglas 
debate on the national circuit. The course will focus on Lincoln Douglas debate strategy, research, 
theory, and preparation for the Tournament of Champions qualifying competitions. The course will 
be open to upcoming Juniors and Seniors who have faculty approval.  
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	 Prerequisite: Instructor approval.

AT Research & Argumentation in Health Care Policy (Advanced Topics)
This class is designed for students in policy debate who are attempting to qualify for the Tournament 
of Champions (TOC). Students will learn advanced policy debate techniques and train to compete in 
regional and national TOC qualifiers. Students will conduct research, write arguments, and prepare for 
debates on the high school policy debate topic: The United States federal government should establish 
national health insurance in the United States.  
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	 Prerequisite: Instructor approval.

Speech and Debate
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Innovation

The Innovation Department brings together Computer Science, Engineering, and Business & 
Entrepreneurship into a unified program focused on how technology, design, and decision-making 
shape the modern world. Students engage in coursework and apply classroom learning to respected 
competitions “beyond the walls” of our campus: FIRST Robotics, F1 STEM Racing, Aerial Drone 
Competition, CyberPatriot, and DECA. Across all offerings, the emphasis is on building durable analytical 
thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills that transfer across industries and evolve with 
technology. The goal is not training for a single job, but preparing students with adaptable skills and 
mindsets that remain relevant as careers, tools, and opportunities continue to change.

F1 STEM Racing (Honors)
Design it. Build it. Test it. Race it. Compete like a real Formula 1 team. In this high-energy, competition-based 
course, students experience authentic engineering, strategy, and teamwork through a student version of Formula 
1 racing. Working as part of an F1 STEM Racing team, students design, manufacture, test, refine, brand, race, 
and present a 1:20-scale Formula 1 car powered by compressed gas, competing against teams from around 
the world. On the engineering side, students use professional tools and processes—including CAD software, 
mills and 3D printers, wind tunnels, aerodynamic modeling, and on-track testing—to optimize performance. 
On the enterprise side, teams operate like real racing organizations, developing a cohesive brand, pitching 
sponsors, managing budgets, designing team uniforms and pit displays, and creating technical and enterprise 
portfolios. Blending physics, aerodynamics, design thinking, marketing, and project management, the course 
culminates in participation at the local STEM Racing Western Regional Competition in December 2026. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-10	 Prerequisite: Approval by instructor.

Robotics (Honors)
Robotics is where engineering, coding, and teamwork come together. In this course, students design, build, 
program, and test robots as part of the school’s FIRST Robotics Competition team. Students take on real 
engineering roles and learn by solving authentic, hands-on projects engaging collaboration and iterative 
design as they apply mechanical engineering, electronics, and programming to competition-based challenges. 
As a team-structured, competition-based course, some meetings take place outside of regular class time, 
especially during the build and competition season from January through March. These experiences 
reflect real-world engineering work and provide insight into high-demand careers in robotics, automation, 
engineering, and technology. Evaluation focuses on authentic skill development and participation, with 
grades based on teamwork, class engagement, and a portfolio documenting each student’s design process 
and technical growth, with occasional assessments as needed. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-10	 Prerequisite: Approval by instructor.

Advanced Robotics (Honors)
Advanced Robotics (Honors) builds on the technical foundations of Robotics (Honors) with an emphasis on 
competitive robotics and applied engineering design. As members of the school’s FIRST Robotics Competition 
team, students engage in advanced systems integration through CAD modeling, rapid prototyping, electrical 
systems design, metal fabrication, and structured programming. The emphasizes iterative design, grounded in 
core engineering principles, including systems thinking, mechanical analysis, control systems, and performance 
optimization. Students apply the engineering design cycle to develop, test, refine, and document solutions to 
complex, competition-based challenges. Working in high-performance teams, students simulate professional 
engineering environments that require design reviews, technical documentation, project management, 
and strategic problem-solving. Students have full access to campus lab and fabrication facilities and receive 
advanced safety training to independently design, manufacture, assemble, and test engineered systems. The 
workload and time commitment are comparable to Robotics (Honors), particularly during competition season. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: A- or higher in Robotics (Honors) and approval by instructor. 
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AT Robotics (Advanced Topics)
Advanced Topics Robotics is a competition-driven, engineering-intensive course for students ready to work 
at a professional level. Building on foundational robotics experience, students design, build, program, and 
refine competitive robotic systems for high-level competitions, including the FIRST Robotics Competition. 
Students apply advanced skills in CAD and mechanical design, prototyping, electrical systems, metalworking, 
and programming, emphasizing engineering principles, iterative testing, and systems integration to solve 
complex, real-world problems. Teams work under authentic constraints with real deadlines, mirroring 
professional engineering environments. Students in the TMS Robotics Shop receive training to use 
professional design and fabrication tools and equipment safely and effectively. As an advanced, competition-
based course, students should expect time commitments beyond class hours similar to Robotics Honors. 
Assessment focuses on demonstrated mastery, with each student maintaining a portfolio showing advanced 
proficiency in either design and fabrication or programming and controls. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	  
Prerequisite: A- or higher in Advanced Robotics (Honors) and approval by instructor.

Design Thinking & Entrepreneurship (Honors)
Great ideas don’t just happen—they’re designed, tested, and launched. In this fast-paced course, students 
work as innovators and founders, learning how to move from idea to pitch using the Stanford d.school 
Design Thinking process. Students identify real-world problems, evaluate entrepreneurial opportunities, 
and build solutions that create value – while also examining what makes startups succeed or fail. Working 
individually and in teams, students design and prototype both physical and digital products and services, 
experiment with emerging tools (including AI where appropriate), and iterate based on feedback. On the 
business side, students explore customers, value propositions, costs, pricing, branding, and storytelling, 
culminating in confident pitches and competitive presentations. The course requires active engagement in 
DECA, including Virtual Business Challenges, monthly 21st Century Skills Challenges, Stock Market Game, 
Lunch & Learn events, Meadows Mock DECA, and DECA SCDC (state competition). H Design Thinking & 
Entrepreneurship serves as a launchpad in the Upper School Innovation pathway, leading into advanced 
business, computer science, and engineering courses. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-10	
Prerequisite: Approval by instructor. Preference given to prior DECA students.

AP Business With Personal Finance
In a world where financial decisions, business strategy, and entrepreneurship shape nearly every career path, 
understanding how business works is a powerful advantage. AP Business with Personal Finance is a new, project-
based College Board course launching in the 2026–2027 school year that introduces students to foundational 
business concepts—including marketing, finance, accounting, management, and entrepreneurship—while 
also fulfilling Financial Literacy requirements. Students apply these ideas through real-world case studies and 
the development of their own venture using a Business Canvas Project. Through simulations, analysis, and 
hands-on projects, students explore how businesses create value, manage money, and respond to market 
forces, while also building practical personal finance skills. The course prepares students for college and 
careers through applied problem-solving and communication. Instruction is integrated with participation in 
DECA, where students compete in events aligned to entrepreneurship, finance, marketing, and management; 
active engagement in DECA, including Lunch & Learn events, Meadows Mock DECA, and DECA SCDC 
(state competition) is required. The course culminates in an AP exam. The course fulfills the Nevada state 
requirement for Economics and Financial Literacy. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 11-12	
Prerequisite: Approval by instructor. Preference given to prior DECA students.

Innovation
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AP Computer Science Principles
If you want to understand how the digital world actually works – and help shape what comes next – this 
course is your entry point. AP Computer Science Principles introduces students to the big ideas behind 
how computing shapes the modern world, from apps and data to networks, cybersecurity, and artificial 
intelligence. Rather than focusing only on syntax, the course emphasizes how computer science is used to 
solve real problems, create new technologies, and drive innovation across nearly every industry. Students 
examine how software, data, and algorithms influence business, science, government, and society. Through 
hands-on projects, students design programs, analyze data, and explore topics such as the internet, digital 
security, automation, and the ethical implications of computing. Creativity and collaboration are central, as 
students build and present original projects that reflect personal interests and real-world applications. The 
course prepares students for the AP Computer Science Principles exam while building a strong foundation 
for future study and careers in computer science, engineering, data science, AI, and technology-driven fields. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-10	 Prerequisite: B+ or higher in Algebra I and approval by instructor.

AP Cybersecurity
When a major cyberattack brought MGM and Caesars to a standstill—locking systems, disrupting 
operations, and costing millions—it underscored how real and consequential cybersecurity has become. 
In today’s digital world, cybersecurity is both a critical skill and one of the fastest-growing career fields. 
AP Cybersecurity provides a broad introduction to the discipline, closely aligned with a standard first-
year college course, as students learn how threats and vulnerabilities combine to create risk. Students 
examine how individuals and organizations manage and reduce risk through a defense-in-depth strategy. 
The course explores vulnerabilities, attacks, mitigation techniques, and detection methods across physical 
systems, networks, devices, data, and applications, while considering impacts on individuals, organizations, 
governments, and society. It highlights the fast-paced, investigative nature of cybersecurity work—including 
digital forensics, social engineering, and defending systems against real-world attackers—offering insight 
into a high-demand, high-impact, and lucrative career path. Instruction is paired with participation in the 
CyberPatriot national cybersecurity competition, where teams secure virtual operating systems under time 
pressure during flexible four-hour competition blocks outside regular class time. The course culminates in 
an AP exam and the opportunity to earn an employer-endorsed AP Career Kickstart credential. 
Course length: Two semesters	 Credits awarded: 1.0
Open to grade levels: 10-12	 Prerequisite: B+ or higher in Algebra II and approval by instructor.

END OF INNOVATION DEPARTMENT COURSES

Innovation



46     The Meadows School	 Upper School Course Catalog 2026-2027

Physical Education

Physical Education Two-Year Requirement
Students may fulfill their two-credit requirement by taking two full years of physical education 
classes or by participating in four seasons of an after-school sport. The Nevada State requirement 
for health is fulfilled at The Meadows School through the Health course. 

Note: These physical education/athletic requirements are minimum requirements. All Upper School 
students are encouraged to be physically active and athletically competitive throughout each year of 
Upper School.

Interscholastic Athletics (After-School Sports Teams) 
Students must complete a minimum of four athletic seasons during their four Upper School years 
to satisfy their Physical Education requirement. One sport season is equal to 0.5 credit toward the 
graduation requirement. A maximum of 1.0 credit can be accumulated each year.
Course length: One sport season 	 Credits awarded: 0.5 per season
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None
Teams are repeatable for credit.

Athletic Performance & Personal Fitness
This semester course focuses on athletic performance as well as the fundamental principles of fitness. 
Students interested in athletic performance will be introduced to speed, strength, flexibility, and 
conditioning tailored for athletes. Students who are interested in personal fitness are introduced to 
wellness related concepts and activities for the purpose of gaining knowledge and the skills necessary 
to evaluate their personal fitness level and to develop a personal lifelong fitness program. 
Course length: One or two semesters	 Credits awarded: 0.5 or 1.0
Open to grade levels: 9-12	 Prerequisite: None
This course is repeatable for credit.

END OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT COURSES
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Concentrations

Biomedical Sciences Concentration  
Elective Biomedical Sciences Concentration

 

 

9th / 10th Grade

H Human Anatomy and Physiology

11th / 12th Grade

AP Biology
AP Chemistry

AT Science Research
AT Biotechnology

Law & Policy Concentration  
Elective Law & Policy Concentration Courses 

 

 
9th / 10th Grade

H Marketing and Communications (odd years)
H Design Thinking & Entrepreneurship (even years)

H Autonomous Aerial Systems (odd years)
AP Computer Science Principles (even years)

H Robotics

11th / 12th Grade

AT Digital Business, Bosses & Brands (odd years)
AP Cybersecurity (even years)

AP Computer Science A (odd years)
AP Business with Personal Finance (even years)  
Fulfills state requirement for Economics & Financial Literacy

H Advanced Robotics

  

 
9th / 10th Grade

H Speech & Debate
 H Law in Practice/Mock Trial

11th / 12th Grade

H Advanced Policy Debate
H Advanced Lincoln-Douglas Debate

H Advanced Individual Events

11th / 12th Grade

AT National Circuit Policy Debate
AT Discourse & Ideology  
with Rhetorical Criticism

Innovation Concentration
Elective Innovation Courses 
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