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Supplemental aids are student-
accessible visual supports that help
students retrieve, organize, and
apply previously taught information.
While often associated with
accommodations, they also support
effective Tier 1 instruction and can
benefit many learners. When
designed intentionally, supplemental
aids can be differentiated and
gradually faded as students build
independence.

Reduces memory retrieval demands for
previously learned information.
Supports organization of concepts,
vocabulary, and procedures.
Minimizes cognitive load, allowing students
to focus on comprehension, problem
solving, and application.
Provides visual reminders for multi-step
tasks and complex processes.
Increases independence by reducing
reliance on teacher prompts.
Maintains access to grade-level learning
without reducing rigor.

Elementary: A student uses blank fraction
bars, mnemonic device, or blank graphic
organizer during math or reading.

Middle/Junior High: A student references
a grade appropriate place value chart,
grammar and mechanics rules, or blank
graphics of science concepts.

High School: A student uses a timeline of
dates only, blank map, or content-specific
mnemonic to support complex tasks.

Supplemental aids should support retrieval ⟶ 
not replace instruction. Introduce and model
them before expecting students to use them

independently. Match the support to the
learning goal, use them routinely, and

gradually fade supports as students build
independence. Avoid overwhelming students

with too many supports at once. Some
students may continue to use aids as an

accommodation when eligible. 
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Provide students with concise, approved visual
supports that reduce memory demands and help

them independently access previously taught
content without lowering learning expectations.

What is it?What is it?  What is it? What barriers does it remove?What barriers does it remove?What barriers does it remove?

What does it look like?What does it look like?  What does it look like? What to watch out for...What to watch out for...What to watch out for...

Ask yourself: Does this support
help students remember what
they've learned or does it do

the thinking for them?

Idea: Create two-sided supplemental aids. Use a more scaffolded
side during instruction with additional visuals, examples, or cues.
As students build independence, transition to the approved
version to gradually release responsibility.

Learn more ⟶Learn more ⟶  Learn more ⟶ 

For district & state assessments, Pearland ISD approved supplemental aids
should be used (when allowable for that student & used routinely in class.) 
*Need one approved? Contact your content specialist before the end of Jan.

https://txassessmentdocs.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/ODCCM/pages/2793210400/Supplemental+Aids
https://acentral.education/search?q=supplemental+aids&section=accommodations
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