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Kyrene de la Esperanza 26-27
Welcome Back to School Sharks!

The first day of school is Wednesday, July 22, 2026.

The first day of school is a FULL day, not an early release day.

Dear Shark Families, Quick Links
Esperanza Homepage

Supply Lists
School Schedules

The first day of the 2026-27 school year is almost here, and we're
excited to welcome students and families to Esperanza! This
message includes important reminders, resources, and links to

help ensure a smooth start to the school year. School and District Calendars
Bus Route Information
Please read below for our weekly family update! Safety and Security

School Lunch Information
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el Message

Welcome to a brand-new school year at Kyrene de la Esperanza! As we begin this exciting chapter together, we
are thrilled to welcome both returning and new families as we come together as one school community.

Dear Esperanza Families,

Our theme this year is "All Fins In!" To us, All Fins In means that every student, every family, and every staff
member belongs, is valued, and plays an important role in making Esperanza a place where everyone can
thrive. It means showing up for one another, celebrating our differences, working together, and giving our best
each day.

As Sharks, we will live out our S.H.A.R.K. expectations by being Safe, Honest, and Respectful Kids while
building meaningful relationships, creating joyful learning experiences, and supporting one another along the
way.

We know that bringing two school communities together is a special opportunity to create something even
stronger. Together, we will build new traditions, create lasting friendships, and make this a year filled with
learning, growth, and unforgettable memories.

Thank you for partnering with us. We can't wait to welcome you and your children to campus. Here's to an
incredible year—because when we're All Fins In, Everybody Wins!

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 7/13-7/17

Monday

e Office open 8AM-4PM
This space of the newsletter | will highlight and recap our
week events. We will share our Watch Dogs who
volunteered and other cool things around school.! More

to come! TueSday

e Office open 12PM-4PM

Wednesday

e Office open 8AM-4PM

July 17 Kindergarten Ice Cream Social ThurSday

July 20 Meet the Teacher 5:00-6:30PM )

July 22 First Day of School ¢ Office open 12PM-4PM
July 27- August 7 BOY Assessment Window

August 7 Peter Piper Pizza

August 10-21 Kindness Challenge Fundraiser

August 27 Watch DOGS Kick-Off & Community Meeting Friday

* Office open 8AM-4PM
e Kindergarten Ice Cream Social 3-3:45PM in MPR
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ESPERANZA

« Meet the Teacher is Monday, July 20" from 5-6:30
PM at Esperanza. Please enter “A” door or “H” door.
Classroom teacher assignments will be live on July
20™. Below is a list of certified staff and office staff
for Esperanza next year.

« The first day of school is Wednesday, July 22, 2026.
The first day of school is a FULL day, not an early
release day.

e Grade level supply lists are listed below. Please feel

free to bring supplies to Meet the Teacher to avoid
students carrying supplies the first day of school.

¢ Arizona Healthy Schools Act (Important changes for

the 2026-27 school year) Arizona's new Healthy

Schools Act changes laws governing food in schools,

to help kids stay healthy. The law identifies 11
banned ingredients, and schools participating in
federal meal programs cannot serve or sell foods
with any of the ingredients. Additionally, food
brought to campus during the school day must not
contain any of the banned ingredients.
¢ Important! These new rules do not apply to parents
packing their child’s individual lunch or snacks. You
can still pack any lunches, snacks, or treats for your
individual child. However, the new rules do restrict
the foods allowed during classroom parties and
other celebrations during the school day. For a full
list of banned ingredients, answers to frequently
asked questions, and additional information, visi
Kyrene.org/healthyschools. -

INFORMATION

KYRENE

e All Kyrene parents and guardians have a ParentVUE

account, and all Kyrene students have a StudentVUE
account. Parents can also use the portal to obtain
student attendance information, grades, and
important documents. In upper grade levels, students
use StudentVUE to access assignments and schedules.
Important! Later this month, parents will receive an
email asking you to log in to ParentVUE to verify your
emergency contact information and acknowledge
several important annual forms.

Kyrene has a new mobile app to keep you connected
to both your school and the district. Stay updated on
events, student stories and important
announcements. Families can access multiple school
feeds from a single app, and the app is available to
anyone! That means extended family members and
caregivers can stay in the loop as well. The Kyrene app

Google Play Store.
Attendance Matters--Kyrene School District is
committed to working with families to improve
student attendance and academic success. Our school
will send email notices when a student misses four or
more days of school, whether excused or unexcused.
Additional notices are sent when a student reaches 8
and 13 absences. If a student exceeds 18 absences, a
more formal letter will be sent, but it is our goal to
amilies before that happens. Kyrene has
ith resources to maintain good

2 habits, including our “Too Sick for school”
lp determine when to keep children home.

Welcome to a new school year at Kyrene de la Esperanza! The
Esperanza PTO is excited to partner with our families, staff, and
community to make this an amazing year. We look forward to
connecting with you through fun events, volunteer opportunities, and
ways to support our students. All Fins In—Everybody Wins!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

7/17 Kinder Ice Cream Social
8/7 Peter Piper 4-8PM
8/10-8/21 Kindness Challenge
8/27 Watch Dogs Kick-Off and
PTO Community Meeting

Michelle Kay- President
Tarrah Bonner & Augusta Sloan- Co-Vice Presidents
Vanessa Morely- Secretary

Audrey Neville- Treasurer
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CERTIFIED STAFF Vo OFFICE STAFF

Kinder Team: Special Area: Emily Pieper, Principal

Abby Knight PE Manny Gomez Becky Minarcik, Assistant Principal

Katie Webb Library Mindy Moore & Laura} 1 jeanne Hadley, Health Assistant

Blanca Leon Wintemute Kendell Welch, Administrative Support Specialist
Jennifer Douglas Music Mandy Azose Pam Seckinger, Attendance Clerk

Sammie Edlow Art Becky Albers Bernadette Marshall, Title | Program Coordinator

Nicole Cates, Title | Program Coordinator
1st Grade Team: Resource & CCB: Paul Huerta, Building Manager

Nicki Hetrick Trinity Valenzuela-Resource
Nikki Rignall Esra Karadeniz- Resource
Cheryl Chance Stephanye Valdez- Resource
Emily Wilkinson Jessica Wendt- Resource
Christine Wang Dani Mellon- CCB
Lindsey Benda-CCB
2nd Grade Team: Liz Packard- SLP
Gabby Avalos (Dequiroz)Hannah Morgan-SLP
Carissa Hall Andrea Gilligan- SLPA
Catherine MacArthur Sarah Hess- Gifted
Lindsey Barrett
Lauren Kahler Student Supports:
Stephanie Martin- Counselor
3rd Grade Team: Kevin McDonald- ELA Al
Shanna Paulsen Holly Cook- ELA Al
Allison McCoy Jessica Kramer- Math Al
Emily Sammon Delia Lyding- Math Al
Kelly Evans Debra Rosenblum- SEI

4™ Grade Team:
Jenny McDaniel

Paula Weinmann
Suzanne Kiefer
Marcia Quintero-Guest

5" Grade Team:
Allison Ayers
Sarah Manchester
Sarah McClintock
Rochelle Cotela
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MPR, ENTER THE “H” DOOR

Join us for an ice cream social and meet new
friends, staff members and our amazing PTO! You
will enjoy ice cream and play time!
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We're excited to welcome both returning and new families to Esperanza for a great school yvear!

IREN,

School Hours
* Regular Hours: 7:30 AM - 2:13 PM
¢ FEarly Release Wednesdays: 7:30 AM - 12:13PM
#  First Bell: 7:25 AN (gates close at 7:23)
+ Ready to Learn Bell: 7:30 AM

First Dayv of School

Families are mvited to join us on the first day only for moming drop-off. You may come onto the playeround to take photos and
connect with other famihies. Esperanza staff, wearing safety vests, will be available to help children find their line-up spots and answer
questions. At 7:23 AM, 1¢ grade through 3 grade families will exit Gate 1 and/or Gate 2.

At 7:30 AM, Kindergarten families are invited to clap in our kindergarteners. Families will form a tumnel cheering our
Eindergartners on as they enter the bullding independently for the first time! Afterward, all adults will exit campus throush Gate 2.

Daily Arrival (After First Day)
Starting the second day of school, we will resume cur standard moming routine:

All students enter through Gate 1.

Playeround is closed to all non-staff and non-students
Gate 1 opens at T:00 AM
Students drop their backpack at line up spots and play until the first bell rings at 7:15 AM

Safety Procedures
Your child’s safety is our top priority. Please help us maintain a secure environment by following these Kyrene School District
suidelines:
1. Playground access is restricted to staff and students only, starting at 7:00 AM (except for the first day).
2. Morning Entry: Students must enter through Gate 1, Parents may say goodbye at the gate or use the curbside drop-off (pull
forward az far az poszible).

3. No early arrivals: Students should not be on campus before 7:00 AM due to lack of supervision.
4.  Breakfast is available for purchase for $1.70 (subject to change) from 7:00-7:20 AN

Bikes and Scooters
Students are welcome to ride bikes or scooters to school. Please ensure your child:
*  Wears a helmet (as requirad by law)
»  Walks their bike or scooter once on school property
s Secures their item in the bike racks located near the North or South gates
*  E-bikes and Scooters (new this year) Please note that motorized vehicles and devices, mcluding e-bikes and e-scooters, are
not allowed on Evyrens school campuszez. Students may not uze them as transportation to and from school, and they may
not be operated or parked on campus. This restriction does not apply to approved zocommodations such 2z mebility
devices required for disabilities. Those devices are penmutted. The City of Phoenix has laws regulating the use of motorized
devices, ncluding who can nide them and where. Kyrene’s practice 1s aligned with those laws, and we will continue to
partner with police to help ensure the safety of our campus and community.
Please note: Esperanza is not responsible for lost or stolen items. A secure lock s strongly recommended.

Daycare Van Pick-Up

If vour child is picked up by a daveare yan please notify vour child’s teacher. Daycares melude: Kinder Care, Sunrise Preschool,
Tutor Time, Little Eimstein, Leam W Play, YRCA, Child Time, haxwell Preschool Academy.

Students will be supervized by Esperanza staff and assisted to the bus avea for safe bearding each afternoon.

Kids Club After-School Program

Our Kids Club after-school program iz held in the MPR. (Multi-Purpose Room). For pickup, please follow these steps:
»  Enter through the “H” door, located near the curve of the large parking lot.
*  Press the top button on the intercom to alert staff vou are ready to pick up.

== Arrival and Dismissal Procedures on reverse side



Arrival and Dismissal Procedures:
Front Parking Lot:
Parent parking is available in front of the school only.
Arrival (7:00-7:25 AM)
* Parent Walk-Up: Park in the front parking lot and walk vour child to Gate 1.
* Parent Drive-Up: Use the drive-up lane as indicated by the blue cars on the map below. Stay in your car and pull forward as
far as possible. Students exit passenger side door only and parents remain in car to expedite traffic.
e Daycare and Bus: Students will exit and proceed to Gate 1. Visit https://www kyrene org/family-student-
resources/transportation/bus-route-information to find routes and times.
Dismissal 1**-5* Grade (Begins at 2:15 PM)
* Parent Walk-Up: Meet vour child at the designated parent waiting area in the shaded grass area.
¢ Parent Drive-Up: Use the car line and display your name plate in the passenger-side window. Remain in your car. Staff will

guide your child to your vehicle.
e Daycare and Bus: Staff will walk and load students into assigned vehicles.
Dismissal Kindergarten:

e Parent Walk-Up: Meet vour child at “A™ Door.

* Parent Drive-Up: Use the car line and display your name plate in the passenger-side window. Remam i your car. Staff will
guide your child to your vehicle.

¢ Daycare and Bus: Staff will walk and load students into assigned vehicles. Kindergarten students who ride the bus must be
met by an adult at their designated bus stop after school. If an adult is not present, the student will remain on the bus and be
transported back to the school.

Thank you for your continued support and flexibility as we work together to ensure a safe and smooth school experience for every
student.




Kindergarten
e Headphones (labeled with
student name and stored in a
gallon Ziploc bag)
e Crayola JUMBO color crayons
¢ JUMBO glue sticks
e Expo Dry Erase Markers (black
color only)
& #2 Pencils, sharpened
e 1 pair of scissors (Fiskars brand
please)
¢ One pack of regular Play-Doh
(Play-Doh Brand only)
*  White cardstock
Box of Kleenex
Hand Sanitizer
Disinfecting Wipes
Ream of Copy Paper
OPTIONAL Wish List ltems:
¢ Colored pencils
e #2 Pencils jumbo tri-write,

sharpened
¢ Colored cardstock
Velcro dots
sheet protectors
Labels - Avery 5160
Label Avery 8164
clear packing tape
snack or sandwich bags

1% Grade
e 2 boxes of 24 pack Crayons-
primary colors
e 2 boxes of #2 Pencils-sharpened,
Ticonderoga brand
e Pointed tip Fiskars scissors
® 6 Glue Sticks
e Headphones (labeled with
student name)
e 1 Primary Composition
notebook (with picture at the top)
e 1 Plastic pencil box

e 1 bottle of Hand sanitizer

e 2 Black Expo Dry Erase markers
® 2 boxes of Facial Tissues

e Ziploc Bags (snack or sandwich
size)

e Clorox Wipes

OPTIONAL Wishlist items:

* 1 oz containers of Playdoh
* Ziploc bags (any size)

2" Grade

#2 pencils- sharpened
box of crayons — 24 count
Washable markers
Colored pencils

Glue sticks

Pointed tip Fiskars type

Pencil box
Large pink erasers
solid colored spiral Hotebooks

Large box of tissues

Dry erase markers
Headphones

OPTIONAL Wish List Items:
Ream of copy paper
Clorox wipes

#» No wheeled backpacks please — they do not fit in the cubbies and they can accidentally trip people.




3™ Grade
Pencil Box (8 inches by 5
inches)
Earbuds
10-12 pre-sharpened #2 pencils
1 box of crayons (up to 24 only)
4 glue sticks
1 skinny black dry-erase (Expo)
marker
2 highlighters (different colors)
1 pair of scissors
2 black, wide-ruled
compaosition notebooks
(not spiral bound)
Backpack- standard size, no
wheels
students may wish to keep a
small box of tissues at their
desk for personal use

OPTIONAL Wish List items:
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Clorox wipes

Gallon or quart Hefty/Ziploc
freezer baggies

pencils (yellow, Ticonderoga
are preferred)

Kleenex tissues

glue sticks

Astrobrights paper/cardstock
1 ream of white copy paper
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4" Grade
1- 5 subject notebook
1 pencil box
wired headphones/ear buds
{preferably with microphone)
2 highlighters
2 boxes of Ticonderoga pencils
1 box of markers
1 box of crayons
4 Expo markers
whiteboard eraser
2 glue sticks
1 pair of scissors
1 personal pencil sharpener
1 ream of lined notebook paper

OPTIONAL Wish List Items:

Hand sanitizer

Tissues

graph paper

Clorox wipes

Post It notes

Post It tabs for notebook
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5t Grade

2 inch binder

Binder dividers

pencil pouch or box

4 Plastic Folders with 3 hole

punch

+ 4 black wide ruled
composition notebooks
(not spiral)

+ 1 package of lined, wide-
ruled loose leaf paper

+« 1boxcrayons (16 or 24

count only)

1 box colored pencils

4 Expo Markers

1 box of skinny markers

6 glue sticks

2 highlighters

1 pkg of #2 pencils

(Ticonderoga please)

earbuds with microphone

1 pair of scissors

OPTIONAL Wish List:

Kleenex

Lysol Wipes

hand sanitizer
Ream of white copy
paper

Astrobrights paper
White cardstock
Ziploc bags
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Resource Wish List
Hand Sanitizer
Clorox-type wipes
Ziploc bags (snack/gallon)
Dry Erase markers
Velcro (squares or circles)
Erasers
Flair pens
1" binder (white)
crayons
colored pencils
small/locker size mirror
(Speech)
®  tissues

® & & & & & & & & & @

# No wheeled backpacks please = they do not fit in the cubbies and they can accidentally trip people.




READY

FORTHE

FUTURE |

Enroll Your
Child Today

www.kyrene.org
KyreneSchoolDistrict

Contact Us
Kyrene de la Esperanza School Hours: 7:30 am - 2:15 pm
14841 S. 41st Place Early Dismissal Wednesday 12:15 pm

Phoenix, AZ 85044
Office Hours: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm

Phone: 480-541-2800 Wednesday: 7:00 am - 1:30 pm
Fax: 480-541-2810

Attendance: 480-541-2801

PO RTRA'T ' « SELF-ADVOCATE - COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR

OFA COMMUNICATOR « CRITICAL THINKER - PROBLEM SOLVER « COLLABORATOR
SENEDY A READY FOR THE FUTURE. HIGH SCHOOL. COLLEGE. CAREER. LIFE.

f1oLin



https://u13924826.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.l-2Fa3wprs2VuZcJQephSwt8EI0yww1eqB56UWhJ88Pxv-2FC7U-2BRuZQ0ZH0AJeD5g-2BdmyH4_p76v0AQdbY6tgw7qL9qYUR9-2Bn7doE1RDEJkN2ACTPLFqmcf67WRnuCJQs3ZxnpmO4q97E8xBmzV6f1kHKbZ5vsnUCWwSgtjItpV6s8lkIGOJibZ5aVOJPeMe8t80HHqWMFbMyz4EXWH4NpHYUoz3XeHnxGxGyAf42TM1h0auxUTkK7l2vWyvTmMDuHKQ2OaE5F-2BiKkB0k1Iv5jdNRKf0A66uI8z8fwbeY27QFU4Uvy4qYJ4ppzms9-2BRSaTxfyp7jY-2FlA6bG2tLinCPArIxN7hkIGCa5Ny1Yl7BkESPrjtEg-3D
https://u13924826.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.l-2Fa3wprs2VuZcJQephSwt1HBIqHAzwad3-2F8-2FPGUgAU8-3DuVdd_p76v0AQdbY6tgw7qL9qYUR9-2Bn7doE1RDEJkN2ACTPLFqmcf67WRnuCJQs3ZxnpmO4q97E8xBmzV6f1kHKbZ5vsnUCWwSgtjItpV6s8lkIGOJibZ5aVOJPeMe8t80HHqWMFbMyz4EXWH4NpHYUoz3XVEK8cB7oo8CB8LqqB6EN4XghksCQ6IiIfXgbI1xalGbPHzmj155Mwy9zQFwnWQ59J0lhVML-2BEId4vyv6lSGqr8iPEMZFsEIyAkF9pge1DxEk7HA8zOxRbOgtaKZ5oAPFcvRICXrlCHnn-2FY-2BpfQVyRk-3D
https://u13924826.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.l-2Fa3wprs2VuZcJQephSwt3cBfxvrkvHZlgUY1WsrW94x7KidRq5U9C17tBc6I46-2B_pX6_p76v0AQdbY6tgw7qL9qYUR9-2Bn7doE1RDEJkN2ACTPLFqmcf67WRnuCJQs3ZxnpmO4q97E8xBmzV6f1kHKbZ5vsnUCWwSgtjItpV6s8lkIGOJibZ5aVOJPeMe8t80HHqWMFbMyz4EXWH4NpHYUoz3XYl9D8aJjKnoB7QkfLc8aQtzyRa5XmucHPnCrztQFGbAbfH27lkyLiruBIdflOIwdFWoq02ZZ3HWxQewVXuNV0bKjYgNXPwENtoqi5SBfakFCKXo6-2BHwxeznIqK6YnmH7bxtD7GlVEcZVrxM6aOkGiE-3D

