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Dear McCluer High School Students, Families, Staff, Community
Members, and Partners

It is with great enthusiasm and gratitude that | introduce myself as the new principal of
McCluer High School. | am honored to join a school community with a rich tradition of
resilience, diversity, and commitment to student success.

Education has always been more than a profession for me; it is a calling. | believe every
student deserves to be seen, valued, challenged, and supported as they discover their
strengths and pursue their goals. My commitment is to foster a safe, inclusive, and
engaging learning environment where all students can thrive academically, socially, and
emotionally.

As principal, | look forward to building strong relationships with our students, families,
faculty, staff, alumni, and community partners. Together, we can continue to strengthen
the culture of excellence at McCluer High School by maintaining high expectations,
celebrating achievements, and creating authentic opportunities for every student to
succeed.

To help ensure a safe, focused, and respectful learning environment, we will
consistently uphold several school-wide expectations this year:

e Student IDs must be worn and visible at all times while on campus. |Ds will be
colored coded by grade level.

o Freshmen (white)

o Sophomores (gray)
o Juniors (light blue)
o Seniors (gold)

e Cell phones will not be permitted during the instructional day. Our focus is on
maximizing learning, engagement, and meaningful interactions in the classroom.

o Note: Cell phones will be collected at the entry points and returned
at the end of the instructional day.

e School uniforms (district policy) will be required. At McCluer High School
grade level colors are as follows:
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o Freshmen: Black shirts with Collars

o Sophomores: Gray shirts with Collars
o Juniors: Navy Blue shirts with Collars
o Seniors: Red shirts with Collars

These expectations are designed to promote school safety, minimize distractions, and
foster a strong sense of pride and unity among our students. We appreciate the
partnership of our families in supporting these important expectations.

| believe that open communication and collaboration are essential to a successful
school. | encourage you to share your ideas, perspectives, and aspirations as we work
together to support our students and prepare them for college, careers, and life beyond
graduation.

As the school year begins, | am excited to meet each of you, learn about the traditions
that make McCluer High School special, and build upon the outstanding work already
taking place. Together, we will create a school where every student feels a sense of
belonging, purpose, and pride while striving for excellence every day.

Reminders:

e Parents are required to complete Online Registration (OLR) prior to the start of
the school year. Please access the link for online registration here.

e Clear backpacks required for all students
e Timely arrival is essential due to school security checkpoints

o You will receive a video on what is expected at each entry point.
e August 1st--Back To School Fair at STEAM

Thank you for welcoming me into the McCluer High School family. | look forward to
partnering with you as we make this an exceptional year for all.

With appreciation and excitement,

Dr. Derrick Mitchell, Principal


https://www.fergflor.org/departments/support-services/enrollment-and-registration-verification

