8th Grade English Language Arts
2023-2024

Teacher: Dr. Brooke Pelfrey Room: 405

Schedule & Availability
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Monday - Thursday
| 7S5AM-9.00AM | lstPeriod
| 9:05AM-10:05AM |  2nd Period
10:10AM-10.55AM | Enrichment
| 10:55AM-12:12PM | Activity/Lunch
1125AM 110PM | 3rd Period
| L1SPM-2:10PM |  4thPeriod
| 2:15PM-3:00PM | RTI/Enrichment

Friday
| 7SSAM-G40AM | lstPeriod
| 845AM-9:25AM |  2nd Period
| 930AM-100SAM |  3rd Period
| 10:10AM-10:55AM | Enrichment
10:55AM-1212PM | Activity/Lunch
| 12:15PM-1255PM | 4th Period

|
1:00PM-2:10PM | Raider Time

Instructional Materials

-Amplify

-School-issued Chromebook
*Richland High School will make
instructional materials available for
review within 10 days of a written
parental request.

Grading Policy

_______________ 1

2:15PM—3:00PMi RTI/Enrichment

SchoolStatus is my primary
method of communication. I will do
my best to respond to messages
quickly and efficiently. I will be
available between the hours of
7AM and 4PM on scheduled school
days.

Grades are not weighted in this class. Any assignment

is “fair game" when it comes to being a grade;
however, not every assignment will be graded.

Grading Scale
100-90: A
89-80: B

Grades can be viewed through ParentVUE and

StudentVUE.,

Study Hall/Tutoring will be available on Tuesdays

until 3:45PM.

79-70: C
69-60: D
59 or below: F


mailto:bpelfrey@gcboe.us

Expectations

Expectations are a strong belief that something will happen.
Consequences are the result of an action.

Expectations Consequences
Always give your best effort. Step 1: Verbal Warning
Be the best version of yourself. Step 2: Parent Phone Call
Always be kind. Step 3: Office Referral

When we care about each other and our classroom, we share, take turns, and
help each other learn. We listen carefully, always try our best, work hard, give
each other praise, and have fun together. We know that everyone makes
mistakes and we won't laugh or make fun of them. We think about what is
right, make good choices, and stop when someone asks us to.

This is who we are even when no one is watching.

You are also expected to follow all other Richland School and GCSS rules and
policies.
Technology

- Student phones are to be on silent and stored in the pocket chart
with their assigned number prior to the start of class.

- Headphones/earbuds are prohibited, unless used for instructional
purposes.

- Chromebooks are required each day and need to be charged prior
to coming to class.

Make-Up/Missing Work

- Make-up work for assignments due to absences must be completed
and submitted within twice the number of days missed.
- Make-up tests and quizzes will be given during study hall/tutoring.

It is the responsibility of the student to complete make-up work in the time
required.

Academic Integrity

Plagiarism and cheating are prohibited. Plagiarism (using someone's work as
your own) and cheating (copying someone else's work with or without their
permission) will result in a zero for that assignment.



State of Tennessee Academic Standards - ELA

8.L.CSE.1

8.L.CSE.2

8.L.KL.3

8.L.VAU.4

8.L.VAU.5

8.L.VAU.6

Language Standards

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage.

- a. When reading or listening, analyze the use of phrases and
clauses within a larger text.

- b. When reading or listening, explain the function of verbs.

- ¢ When writing or speaking, produce simple, compound, complex,
and compound-complex sentences with effectively-placed
modifiers.

- d. When reading or listening, explain the function of the voice
(active and passive) and the mood of a verb and its application in
text.

- e. When writing or speaking, produce and use varied voice and
mood of verbs.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. When reading and writing,
explain the functions of punctuation in creating sentence variety and
style.

When writing and speaking, adjust style and tone to a variety of
contexts; when reading or listening, analyze stylistic choices to
determine context.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on 8th grade-level text by choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.
- a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase.
- b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as
clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase.
- c. Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the
pronunciation of a word or phrase.
- d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

When reading, listening, writing, and speaking, explain the function of
figurative language, word relationships, and connotation/denotation
and use them correctly and effectively.

Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and
domain specific words and phrases; develop vocabulary knowledge
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or
expression.



State of Tennessee Academic Standards - ELA

8.KID.1

8.KID.2

8.KID.3

8.CS.4

8.CS.5

8.CS.6

Reading Standards

Analyze what a text says
explicitly and draw logical
inferences; support an
interpretation of a text by citing
relevant textual evidence.

Determine a theme or central
idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of
the text, including its
relationship to the characters,
setting, and plot; provide an
objective summary.

Analyze how particular lines of
dialogue or incidents in a story
or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or
provoke a decision.

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze
the impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone,
including allusions to other texts,
repetition of words and phrases,
and analogies.

Compare and contrast the
structure of two or more texts
and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes
to its meaning and style.

Analyze how similarities and
differences in the points of view
of the audience and the
characters create effects such as
suspense, humor, or dramatic
irony.

Analyze what a text says explicitly
and draw logical inferences;

support an interpretation of a text
by citing relevant textual evidence.

Determine a central idea of a text
and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including its
relationship to supporting ideas;
provide an objective summary.

Analyze the techniques used to
distinguish between and to make
connections among individuals,
events, or ideas in a text.

Determine the meaning of words
and phrases as they are used in a
text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical
meanings; analyze the impact of a
specific word choice on meaning
and tone, including analogies and
allusions to other texts.

Analyze in detail the structure of a
specific paragraph or section in a
text, including the role of particular
sentences in developing and
refining a key concept.

Determine an author’s point of view
or purpose in a text and analyze
how the author acknowledges and
responds to conflicting evidence or
viewpoints.



State of Tennessee Academic Standards - ELA

Reading Standards (CONT.)

Analyze the extent to which a Evaluate the advantages and
filmed or live production of a disadvantages of using different
8.IKL7 story or drama stays faithful to mediums to present a particular
ohERe or departs from a text or script, topic or idea.

evaluating the choices made by
the director or actors.

Delineate and evaluate the
. argument and specific claims in a
Standard 8 is not text, assessing whether evidence is

8.IKI.8 applicable to literature. relevant and sufficient to support
the claims and the reasoning is
sound.
Analyze how contemporary texts | Analyze a case in which two or
are shaped by foundational texts | more texts provide conflicting
or literary archetypes and how information on the same topic and
8.IK1.9 authors allude to traditional identify where the texts disagree
works, myths, or religious texts; on matters of fact or
describe how traditional interpretation.

elements are rendered anew.

Read and comprehend a variety Read and comprehend a variety of
8.RRTC.1 of literature at the high end of literary nonfiction at the high end
) ) the grades 6-8 text complexity of the grades 6-8 text complexity
0 band independently and band independently and

proficiently. proficiently.



State of Tennessee Academic Standards - ELA

8.SL.CC.1

8.SL.CC.2

8.SL.CC.3

8.SL.PKI.4

8.SL.PKI.5

8.SL.PKI.6.

Speaking and Listening Standards

Prepare for collaborative discussions on 8th grade level topics and
texts; engage effectively with varied partners, building on others'
ideas and expressing one's own ideas clearly.

Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media
formats; evaluate the motives, such as social, commercial, and political,
behind its presentation.

Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the
soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the
evidence; identify when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Present claims and findings in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify
information, to strengthen claims and evidence, and to add interest.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate.



State of Tennessee Academic Standards - ELA

Writing Standards
Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant
evidence.

-  a. Introduce claim(s).

-  b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant,
sufficient evidence; acknowledge and refute alternate or
opposing claim(s).

- ¢. Organize the reasons and evidence clearly and clarify the
relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

- d. Use credible sources and demonstrate an understanding of

8.W.TTP.1 the topic or source material.

- e. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion that supports the
argument presented.

- f. Use precise language and content-specific vocabulary.

-  g. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify
the relationships among ideas and concepts.

- h. Use varied sentence structure to enhance meaning and
reader interest.

- i. Establish and maintain a formal style.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey
ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization,
and analysis of relevant content.

- a. Introduce a topic clearly, using the introduction to prepare
the reader for what is to follow.

- b. Synthesize and organize ideas, concepts, and information
into broader categories using effective strategies to create
cohesion and aid in comprehension.

- c¢. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other information and examples.

8.W.TTP.2 - d. Thoroughly and accurately explain and elaborate on the
s * evidence provided, demonstrating a clear understanding of the
topic and the source material.

- e. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion.

- f. Include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when
appropriate.

- g. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion
and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

- h. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.

- i. Use varied sentence structure to enhance meaning and
reader interest.

- j. Establish and maintain a formal style



State of Tennessee Academic Standards - ELA

8.W.TTP.3

8.W.PDW.4

8.W.PDW.5

8.W.PDW.6

8.W.RBPK.7

8.W.RBPK.8

Writing Standards (CONT.)

Write narratives (fiction and nonfiction) to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective techniques, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

- a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and
point of view and introducing a narrator and/or
participants/characters.

- b. Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and

logically.

¢c. Create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

d. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing,

description, and reflection when appropriate, to develop

experiences, events, and/or characters.

- e. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to
convey sequence, signal shifts, and show the relationships
among experiences and events.

- f. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion that reflects on
the narrated experiences or events.

- g. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details,
and sensory language to convey experiences and events.

R

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose
and audience have been addressed.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing
and to collaborate with others; present the relationships between
information and ideas efficiently; type a complete product in a single
sitting.

Conduct research to answer a question (including a self-generated
question), drawing on multiple sources and generating additional
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of
exploration.

Use search terms effectively; integrate relevant and credible
information from print and digital sources; quote or paraphrase the
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and
following a standard format for citation.



State of Tennessee Academic Standards - ELA

8.W.RBPK.9

8.W.RW.10

Writing Standards (CONT.)

Support interpretations, analyses, reflections, or research with
evidence found in literature or informational texts, applying grade 8
standards for reading; assess whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims and
recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.



This page is due, signed and returned, by the first Friday that we
begin meeting.

Date Due: Friday,

Students, please read through each statement carefully, and initial
on each line that you have read and understood each statement.

I understand that I am responsible for my grade(s)
in class. I can check my grades on StudentVUE and
my parents check my grades on ParentVUE.

I understand that plagiarism and cheating breach
academic integrity and that it will result in a zero
on any work that I plagiarize or cheat on.

I understand that I am not to use my phone during
class time. Class time is precious and is intended
for engaged classroom discussion and learning.

I understand that if I am absent from class, it is
my responsibility to complete and submit any
work that is missed due to absences.

I understand that the typical sequence of
consequences starts with a verbal warning,
progresses to a parent phone call (from the
student), and will result in an office referral if the
behavior is not improved.

I have read and understand the syllabus in its
entirety.

Student Signature Date:

Parent/Guardian Signature Date:




