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Philosophy/Overview

Art is the conscious production of the use of colors, lines, forms, space, and/or other elements, where
the individual and culture come together with a medium of expression.  Art can be understood as a way of
expressing thoughts and feelings.  The product may or may not be beautiful or recognizable, but is a reflection
of the inner self.

The New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Visual and Performing Arts states “Throughout time,
the arts have served as a distinctive vehicle for self-discovery and a means of understanding the world in
which we live. As the state of New Jersey continues to transform public education to meet the needs of a
changing world and the 21st century workforce, capitalizing on the unique ability of the arts to develop
creativity, critical thinking, and innovation skills is critical to the success of our students. The arts infuse our
lives with meaning on nearly all levels—generating significant creative and intellectual capital. They inspire
creative and critical thinking and encourage acceptance of diversity. A well-designed sequential arts program
promotes responsible decision making, enhances self-awareness, builds self-esteem and self-management
skills, and helps students build relationship and collaboration skills; all of which are essential to prepare New
Jersey students for post-secondary success.”

In Lumberton Township, our philosophy is to develop the artist by providing experiences that
stimulate the sensory, emotive and cognitive growth in each student.  We view every child as an artist,
enriched by the production and appreciation of art.  We encourage positive artistic communication among
peers, so that thoughts and feelings are shared during the work process.

Our Vision: All students will have equitable access to a quality arts education ensuring each
individual's unique artistic potential is achieved. We foster cultural awareness by teaching art that makes
students take pride in their cultural identity while gaining respect and appreciation for the art of other cultures.
Students will learn and appreciate the similarities and differences in people, traditions and regions around the
globe through exposure and hands-on projects.

The use of art concepts combined with exploration, discovery and expression will provide the student
with a substantial body of knowledge in the visual arts.  Art is not only created, it is also appreciated through
self-evaluation, the process of critique, and the exposure to art history.   Through the production of art, higher
thinking skills are developed that carry across the curriculum.

The purpose of the art program is to enable students to perceive, produce and reflect art as it
relates to the individual and the world.  The kindergarten through eighth grade art program is aligned with the
New Jersey Student Learning Standards and provides:

● The ability to be creative and inventive decision makers
● Varied and powerful ways of communicating ideas, thoughts, and feelings
● An enhanced sense of poise and self-esteem
● Accommodations for various learners
● The confidence to undertake new tasks
● An increased ability to achieve across the curriculum
● Knowledge of the less recognized experiences of aesthetic engagement and intuition
● Increased potential for life success
● An enriched quality of life

Cross-curricular Connections: As a district we feel that using cross-curricular connections in art
have been beneficial in broadening our students’ abilities and have enhanced their understanding of how art is
utilized in other areas of the curriculum. On the kindergarten to fifth grade levels books and storytelling are
used to create art projects. Students experience history and various cultures through art. Students include
writing and critique in response to their artwork. Students apply critical thinking, problem solving and various
mathematical concepts to create works of art. At the middle school level, students continue to use technology,
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scientific knowledge, and history to create works of art. Students also continue to develop writing skills
through artist statements and written responses to their artwork.

Arts integration into other curricular disciplines is an approach to teaching that integrates the visual
arts as a major pathway to greater learning and understanding. The goal of arts integration is to solidify
understanding of other subject areas while concurrently fostering knowledge and appreciation of the visual
arts. Students, who are engaged in a creative process which connects art and another subject, develop a deeper
understanding of both subjects.
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Elements & Principles of Design

There are six elements of design: line, shape, forms, space, color and texture.  These are the tools that
artists employ to create design through the use of a variety of materials.  Our eye sees and our brain decodes
these basic elements.  Each grade level (K-8) will explore these elements throughout their art education.

Elements of Design:

● Line is the most fundamental art concept.  Line is an extended mark indicating movement and direction that
is greater in length than width.  Lines can be horizontal, vertical, diagonal, straight, curved, thick or thin.

● Shape is a closed line and can be geometric or organic. Shapes are flat and show length and width.
● Forms are three-dimensional shapes, such as cylinders, cubes, spheres and pyramids.  The art concept of

form means shape, mass or area.
● Space can be designated as two-dimensional and three-dimensional. Two-dimensional space is the area

between and around objects and is flat.  This flat space can be considered as positive or negative.  Positive
space is occupied and negative space is left unused.  Three-dimensional space is real space, referring to the
feeling of depth.

● Color has three main characteristics: hue (its name: red, blue, etc.), value (amount of light or dark), and
intensity (brightness or dullness).  Color is organized on the color wheel as primary, secondary and
intermediate.  Primary colors are red, blue and yellow.  Secondary colors are the mixture of two primary
colors: green, orange and violet.  Intermediate colors are the mixture of one primary color and one
secondary color such as blue-green, red-violet, yellow-orange, etc.  Color is also organized by warm and
cool and by the relation to the position on the color wheel (complementary: opposites and analogous:
closest).

● Texture is the surface quality that can be seen or felt.  Textures can be smooth or rough, hard or soft.

The principles of design are balance, emphasis, movement, pattern, repetition, proportion, rhythm,
variety, and unity.  These principles are how we use the elements of design within a composition.  Each
student will become familiar with these tools as they progress through their art education.

Principles of Design:

● Balance is the distribution of the visual weight of objects, colors, texture, and space.  Balance can be
symmetrical (even balance), asymmetrical (uneven balance) or radial (arranged around a central point).

● Emphasis is the focal point of a composition.  Emphasis can be different by a change in size, color, texture,
shape, etc.

● Movement is the path that the viewer’s eye takes through the artwork.  Movement can be created with lines,
shapes, and colors.

● Pattern is the repeating of a shape, line or color.
● Repetition creates a sense of activity within a composition.
● Proportion refers to sizes of objects in relation to each other. Proportion can show depth, as well as a

feeling of unity.
● Rhythm is the controlled movements within a composition. Rhythm is created when one or more elements

of design are used repeatedly.
● Variety is the use of several elements of design to make the composition more interesting.
● Unity is when all elements of a composition come together for a pleasing result.  Unity is a feeling of

harmony.
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2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards - Visual and Performing Arts:
1.5 Visual Arts Standards by the End of Grade 2

Creating

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and conceptualizing ideas.

Enduring Understandings: Creativity and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be
developed. Artists and designers shape artistic investigations, following or breaking with traditions in
pursuit of creative art-making goals.

Essential Questions: What conditions, attitudes, and behaviors support creativity and innovative thinking?
What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks? How does collaboration expand the creative
process? How does knowing the contexts, histories, and traditions of art forms help us create works of art and
design? Why do artists follow or break from established traditions? How do artists determine what resources
and criteria are needed to formulate artistic investigations?

Practice: Explore

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and collaborative exploration of materials and ideas through
multiple approaches, from imaginative play to brainstorming, to solve art and design problems.

● 1.5.2.Cr1b: Engage in individual and collaborative art making through observation and investigation of
the world, and in response to personal interests and curiosity.

Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and developing ideas.

Enduring Understandings: Artists and designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts,
media, and art-making approaches. Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and
responsibility, while developing and creating artworks. People create and interact with objects, places and
design that define, shape, enhance, and empower their lives.

Essential Questions: How do artists work? How do artists and designers determine whether a particular
direction in their work is effective? How do artists and designers learn from trial and error? How do artists
and designers care for and maintain materials, tools and equipment? Why is it important, for safety and
health, to understand and follow correct procedures in handling materials, tools and equipment? What
responsibilities come with the freedom to create? How do objects, places and design shape lives and
communities? How do artists and designers determine goals for designing or redesigning objects, places, or
systems? How do artists and designers create works of art or design that effectively communicate?

Practice: Investigate

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.2.Cr2a: Through experimentation, build skills and knowledge of materials and tools through
various approaches to art making.

● 1.5.2.Cr2b: Demonstrate safe procedures for using and cleaning art tools, equipment and studio
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spaces.

● 1.5.2.Cr2c: Create art that represents natural and constructed environments. Identify and classify uses of
everyday objects through drawings, diagrams, sculptures or other visual means including repurposing
objects to make something new.

Anchor Standard 3: Refining and completing products.

Enduring Understanding: Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive
critique, reflecting on, revising and refining work over time.

Essential Questions: What role does persistence play in revising, refining and developing work? How do
artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? How does collaboratively reflecting on a work help us
experience it more completely?

Practice: Reflect, Refine, Continue

Performance Expectations:

1.5.2.Cr3a: Explain the process of making art, using art vocabulary. Discuss and reflect with peers
about choices made while creating art.

Presenting

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.

Enduring Understanding: Artists and other presenters consider various techniques, methods, venues,
and criteria when analyzing, selecting and curating objects, artifacts, and artworks for preservation and
presentation.

Essential Questions: How are artworks cared for and by whom? What criteria, methods and processes are
used to select work for preservation or presentation? Why do people value objects, artifacts and artworks,
and select them for presentation?

Practice: Analyze

Performance Expectations:

1.5.2.Pr4a: Select artwork for display, and explain why some work, objects and artifacts are valued
over others. Categorize artwork based on a theme or concept for an exhibit.

Anchor Standard 5: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to
create products.

Enduring Understanding: Artists, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods including
evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for display and or when deciding if and how to
preserve and protect it.

Essential Questions: What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for presentation
or preservation? How does refining artwork affect its meaning to the viewer? What criteria are considered
when selecting work for presentation, a portfolio, or a collection?

Practice: Select

Performance Expectations:

1.5.2.Pr5a: Explain the purpose of a portfolio or collection. Ask and answer questions regarding
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preparing artwork for presentation or preservation.

Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts and artworks collected, preserved or presented either by
artists, museums, or other venues communicate meaning and a record of social, cultural and political
experiences resulting in the cultivating of appreciation and understanding.

Essential Questions: What is an art museum? How does the presenting and sharing of objects, artifacts
and artworks influence and shape ideas, beliefs and experiences? How do objects, artifacts and artworks
collected, preserved, or presented, cultivate appreciation and understanding?

Practice: Share

Performance Expectations:

1.5.2.Pr6a: Explain what an art museum is and identify the roles and responsibilities of the people
who work in and visit museums and exhibit spaces. Analyze how art exhibits inside and outside  of
schools (such as museums, galleries, virtual spaces, and other venues) contribute to
communities.

Responding

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.

Enduring Understandings: Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through
engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and
constructed environments. Visual arts influences understanding of and responses to the world.

Essential Questions: How do life experiences influence the way you relate to art? How does learning about
art impact how we perceive the world? What can we learn from our responses to art? What is visual art?
Where and how do we encounter visual arts in our world? How do visual arts influence our views of the
world?

Practice: Perceive

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.2.Re7a: Identify works of art based on personal connections and experiences. Describe the
aesthetic characteristics within both the natural and constructed world.

● 1.5.2.Re7b: Describe, compare and categorize visual artworks based on subject matter and expressive
properties.

Anchor Standard 8: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art
criticism.

Essential Questions: What is the value of engaging in the process of art criticism? How can the viewer
"read" a work of art as text? How does knowing and using visual art vocabulary help us understand and
interpret works of art?

Practice: Interpret

Performance Expectations:

1.5.2.Re8a: Categorize and describe works of art, by identifying subject matter, details, mood,
9



and formal characteristics.

Anchor Standard 9: Applying criteria to evaluate products.

Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various criteria.

Essential Questions: How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? How and why might
criteria vary? How is a personal preference different from an evaluation?

Practice: Analyze

Performance Expectations:

1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain preferences in selecting and classifying artwork.

Connecting

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to
create products.

Enduring Understanding: Through artmaking, people make meaning by investigating and developing
awareness of perceptions, knowledge and experiences.

Essential Questions: How does engaging in creating art enrich people's lives? How does making art
attune people to their surroundings? How do people contribute to awareness and understanding of their
lives and the lives of their communities through artmaking?

Practice: Synthesize

Performance Expectations:

1.5.2.Cn10a: Create art that tells a story or describes life events in home, school and community.

Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and
historical contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture and history
through their interactions with and analysis of art.

Essential Questions: How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, and
cultures? How is art used to impact the views of a society? How does art preserve aspects of life?

Practice: Relate

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.2.Cn11a: Compare, contrast and describe why people from different places and times make art.

● 1.5.2.Cn11b: Describe why people from different places and times make art about different issues,
including climate change.
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2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards - Visual and Performing Arts:
1.5 Visual Arts Standards by the End of Grade 5

Creating

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and conceptualizing ideas.

Enduring Understandings: Creativity and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be
developed. Artists and designers shape artistic investigations, following or breaking with traditions in
pursuit of creative art-making goals.

Essential Questions: What conditions, attitudes, and behaviors support creativity and innovative thinking?
What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks? How does collaboration expand the creative
process? How does knowing the contexts, histories, and traditions of art forms help us create works of art and
design? Why do artists follow or break from established traditions? How do artists determine what resources
and criteria are needed to formulate artistic investigations?

Practice: Explore

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.5.Cr1a: Brainstorm and curate ideas to innovatively solve during artmaking and design  projects.

● 1.5.5.Cr1b: Individually and collaboratively set goals, investigate, choose, and demonstrate diverse
approaches to art-making that is meaningful to the makers.

Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and developing ideas.

Enduring Understandings: Artists and designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts,
media, and art-making approaches. Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and
responsibility, while developing and creating artworks. People create and interact with objects, places and
design that define, shape, enhance, and empower their lives.

Essential Questions: How do artists work? How do artists and designers determine whether a particular
direction in their work is effective? How do artists and designers learn from trial and error? How do artists
and designers care for and maintain materials, tools and equipment? Why is it important, for safety and
health, to understand and follow correct procedures in handling materials, tools and equipment? What
responsibilities come with the freedom to create? How do objects, places and design shape lives and
communities? How do artists and designers determine goals for designing or redesigning objects, places, or
systems? How do artists and designers create works of art or design that effectively communicate?

Practice: Investigate

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.5.Cr2a: Experiment and develop skills in multiple art-making techniques and approaches, through
invention and practice.

● 1.5.5.Cr2b: Demonstrate craftsmanship through the safe and respectful use of materials, tools and
equipment.

● 1.5.5.Cr2c: Individually or collaboratively represent environments or objects of personal significance
11



that includes a process of peer discussion, revision and refinement.

Anchor Standard 3: Refining and completing products.

Enduring Understanding: Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive
critique, reflecting on, revising and refining work over time.

Essential Questions: What role does persistence play in revising, refining and developing work? How do
artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? How does collaboratively reflecting on a work help us
experience it more completely?

Practice: Reflect, Refine, Continue

Performance Expectations:

1.5.5.Cr3a: Reflect, refine, and revise work individually and collaboratively, and discuss and
describe personal choices in artmaking.

Presenting

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work.

Enduring Understanding: Artists and other presenters consider various techniques, methods, venues,
and criteria when analyzing, selecting, and curating objects, artifacts, and artworks for preservation and
presentation.

Essential Questions: How are artworks cared for and by whom? What criteria, methods and processes are
used to select work for preservation or presentation? Why do people value objects, artifacts and artworks,
and select them for presentation?

Practice: Analyze

Performance Expectations:

1.5.5.Pr4a: Define and analyze the responsibilities of a curator in preserving and presenting artifacts or
artwork.

Anchor Standard 5: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to
create products.

Enduring Understanding: Artists, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods including
evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for display and or when deciding if and how to
preserve and protect it.

Essential Questions: What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for presentation
or preservation? How does refining artwork affect its meaning to the viewer? What criteria are considered
when selecting work for presentation, a portfolio, or a collection?

Practice: Select

Performance Expectations:

1.5.5.Pr5a: Prepare and present artwork safely and effectively.

Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.
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Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts and artworks collected, preserved or presented either by
artists, museums, or other venues, communicate meaning and a record of social, cultural and political
experiences resulting in the cultivating of appreciation and understanding.

Essential Questions: What is an art museum? How does the presenting and sharing of objects, artifacts
and artworks influence and shape ideas, beliefs and experiences? How do objects, artifacts and artworks
collected, preserved, or presented, cultivate appreciation and understanding?

Practice: Share

Performance Expectations:

1.5.5.Pr6a: Discuss how exhibits and museums provide information and in person experiences about
concepts and topics.

Responding

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.

Enduring Understandings: Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through
engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and
constructed environments. Visual arts influences understanding of and responses to the world.

Essential Questions: How do life experiences influence the way you relate to art? How does learning about
art impact how we perceive the world? What can we learn from our responses to art? What is visual art?
Where and how do we encounter visual arts in our world? How do visual arts influence our views of the
world?

Practice: Perceive

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.5.Re7a: Speculate about artistic processes. Interpret and compare works of art and other
responses.

● 1.5.5.Re7b: Analyze visual arts including cultural associations.

Anchor Standard 8: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art
criticism.

Essential Questions: What is the value of engaging in the process of art criticism? How can the viewer
"read" a work of art as text? How does knowing and using visual art vocabulary help us understand and
interpret works of art?

Practice: Interpret

Performance Expectations:

1.5.5.Re8a: Interpret ideas and mood in artworks by analyzing form, structure, context, subject, and
visual elements.

Anchor Standard 9: Applying criteria to evaluate products.

Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various criteria.
13



Essential Questions: How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? How and why might
criteria vary? How is a personal preference different from an evaluation?

Practice: Analyze

Performance Expectations:

1.5.5.Re9a: Identify different evaluative criteria for different types of artwork dependent on genre,
historical and cultural contexts.

Connecting

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to
create products.

Enduring Understanding: Through artmaking, people make meaning by investigating and developing
awareness of perceptions, knowledge and experiences.

Essential Questions: How does engaging in creating art enrich people's lives? How does making art
attune people to their surroundings? How do people contribute to awareness and understanding of their
lives and the lives of their communities through artmaking?

Practice: Synthesize

Performance Expectations:

1.5.5.Cn10a: Create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions. Discuss using formal and
conceptual vocabulary.

Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and
historical contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture and history
through their interactions with and analysis of art.

Essential Questions: How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places and
cultures? How is art used to impact the views of a society? How does art preserve aspects of life?

Practice: Relate

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.5.Cn11a: Communicate how art is used to inform the values, beliefs and culture of an individual or
society.

● 1.5.5.Cn11b: Communicate how art is used to inform others about global issues, including climate
change.
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2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards - Visual and Performing Arts:
1.5 Visual Arts Standards by the End of Grade 8

Creating

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and conceptualizing ideas.

Enduring Understandings: Creativity and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be
developed. Artists and designers shape artistic investigations, following or breaking with traditions in
pursuit of creative art-making goals.

Essential Questions: What conditions, attitudes and behaviors support creativity and innovative thinking?
What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks? How does collaboration expand the creative
process? How does knowing the contexts, histories and traditions of art forms help us create works of art and
design? Why do artists follow or break from established traditions? How do artists determine what resources
and criteria are needed to formulate artistic investigations?

Practice: Explore

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.8.Cr1a: Conceptualize early stages of the creative process, including applying methods to
overcome creative blocks or take creative risks, and document the processes in traditional or new
media.

● 1.5.8.Cr1b: Develop criteria, identify goals and collaboratively investigate an aspect of present-day
life, using contemporary practice of art or design.

Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and developing ideas.

Enduring Understandings: Artists and designers experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts,
media, and art-making approaches. Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and
responsibility, while developing and creating artworks. People create and interact with objects, places and
design that define, shape, enhance, and empower their lives.

Essential Questions: How do artists work? How do artists and designers determine whether a particular
direction in their work is effective? How do artists and designers learn from trial and error? How do artists
and designers care for and maintain materials, tools and equipment? Why is it important, for safety and
health, to understand and follow correct procedures in handling materials, tools and equipment? What
responsibilities come with the freedom to create? How do objects, places and design shape lives and
communities? How do artists and designers determine goals for designing or redesigning objects, places, or
systems? How do artists and designers create works of art or design that effectively communicate?

Practice: Investigate

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.8.Cr2a: Demonstrate persistence and willingness to experiment and take risks during the artistic
process.

● 1.5.8.Cr2b: Demonstrate an awareness of ethical responsibility as applied to artmaking including
environmental implications, responsibility in sharing images online, appropriation, and intellectual

15



property ethics.

● 1.5.8.Cr2c: Apply, organize and strategize methods for design and redesign of objects, places,
systems, images and words to clearly communicate information to a diverse audience.

Anchor Standard 3: Refining and completing products.

Enduring Understanding: Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive
critique, reflecting on, revising and refining work over time.

Essential Questions: What role does persistence play in revising, refining and developing work? How do
artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? How does collaboratively reflecting on a work help us
experience it more completely?

Practice: Reflect, Refine, Continue

Performance Expectations:

1.5.8.Cr3a: Use criteria to examine, reflect on and plan revisions for a work of art, and create an
artistic statement.

Presenting

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work.

Enduring Understanding: Artists and other presenters consider various techniques, methods, venues,
and criteria when analyzing, selecting and curating objects, artifacts, and artworks for preservation and
presentation.

Essential Questions: How are artworks cared for and by whom? What criteria, methods and processes are
used to select work for preservation or presentation? Why do people value objects, artifacts and artworks,
and select them for presentation?

Practice: Analyze

Performance Expectations:

1.5.8.Pr4a: Investigate and analyze ways artwork is presented, preserved and experienced, including
use of evolving technology. Evaluate a collection or presentation based on this criterion.

Anchor Standard 5: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to
create products.

Enduring Understanding: Artists, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods including
evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for display and or when deciding if and how to
preserve and protect it.

Essential Questions: What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for presentation
or preservation? How does refining artwork affect its meaning to the viewer? What criteria are considered
when selecting work for presentation, a portfolio, or a collection?

Practice: Select

Performance Expectations:

1.5.8.Pr5a: Individually or collaboratively prepare and present theme-based artwork for display and
formulate exhibition narratives.

16



Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts and artworks collected, preserved, or presented either by
artists, museums, or other venues communicate meaning and a record of social, cultural and political
experiences resulting in the cultivating of appreciation and understanding.

Essential Questions: What is an art museum? How does the presenting and sharing of objects, artifacts
and artworks influence and shape ideas, beliefs and experiences? How do objects, artifacts and artworks
collected, preserved, or presented, cultivate appreciation and understanding?

Practice: Share

Performance Expectations:

1.5.8.Pr6a: Analyze how exhibitions in different venues communicate meaning and influence ideas,
beliefs and experiences.

Responding

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.

Enduring Understandings: Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through
engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and
constructed environments. Visual arts influences understanding of and responses to the world.

Essential Questions: How do life experiences influence the way you relate to art? How does learning about
art impact how we perceive the world? What can we learn from our responses to art? What is visual art?
Where and how do we encounter visual arts in our world? How do visual arts influence our views of the
world?

Practice: Perceive

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.8.Re7a: Explain how a person's aesthetic choices are influenced by culture and environment, and
how they impact the way in which visual messages are perceived and conveyed.

● 1.5.8.Re7b: Compare and contrast cultural and social contexts of visual arts and how they influence
ideas and emotions.

Anchor Standard 8: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art
criticism.

Essential Questions: What is the value of engaging in the process of art criticism? How can the viewer
"read" a work of art as text? How does knowing and using visual art vocabulary help us understand and
interpret works of art?

Practice: Interpret

Performance Expectations:

1.5.8.Re8a: Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, characteristics of form  and
structure, use of media, art making approaches, and relevant contextual information contributes to
understanding messages or ideas and mood conveyed.
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Anchor Standard 9: Applying criteria to evaluate products.

Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various criteria.

Essential Questions: How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? How and why might
criteria vary? How is a personal preference different from an evaluation?

Practice: Analyze

Performance Expectations:

1.5.8.Re9a: Create a convincing and logical argument to support an evaluation of art. Explain the
difference between personal and established criteria for evaluating artwork.

Connecting

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to
create products.

Enduring Understanding: Through artmaking, people make meaning by investigating and developing
awareness of perceptions, knowledge and experiences.

Essential Questions: How does engaging in creating art enrich people's lives? How does making art
attune people to their surroundings? How do people contribute to awareness and understanding of their
lives and the lives of their communities through artmaking?

Practice: Synthesize

Performance Expectations:

1.5.8.Cn10a: Generate ideas to make art individually or collaboratively to positively reflect a group's
identity.

Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and
historical contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture and history
through their interactions with and analysis of art.

Essential Questions: How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places and
cultures? How is art used to impact the views of a society? How does art preserve aspects of life?

Practice: Relate

Performance Expectations:

● 1.5.8.Cn11a: Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

● 1.5.8.Cn11b: Analyze and contrast how art forms are used to reflect global issues, including climate
change.
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NJSLS-VPA Structure
The NJSLS-VPA are comprised of artistic processes, anchor standards, practices, and performance
expectations. The artistic processes: creating, performing/presenting/producing, responding, and
connecting, are the foundation for developing artistic literacy and fluency in the arts. These processes are
the cognitive and physical actions by which arts learning and making are realized across the five arts
disciplines.
Eleven anchor standards describe the general knowledge and skills that students are to demonstrate
throughout their education in the arts. These anchor standards are parallel across arts disciplines and serve
as the tangible educational expression of artistic literacy. As illustrated below, each of the anchor
standards are derived from one of the four artistic processes.

Artistic Process: Creating

Anchor Standard 1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas

Anchor Standard 2 Organize and develop artistic ideas

Anchor Standard 3 Refine and Complete Artistic Work

Artistic Process: Presenting

Anchor Standard 4 Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation

Anchor Standard 5 Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation

Anchor Standard 6 Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work

Artistic Process: Responding

Anchor Standard 7 Recognize and analyze artistic work

Anchor Standard 8 Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work

Anchor Standard 9 Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work

Artistic Process: Connecting

Anchor Standard 10 Synthesize and relating knowledge of and personal experiences to participate in
and create art

Anchor Standard 11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context to
deepen understanding and relevancy
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Lumberton School District
Art Curriculum

Kindergarten - Second Grade

Art activities in the elementary school are based on both life experiences and the make-believe worlds of
children.  Most kindergarten students are at an early stage of symbolic development.  They are beginning to make
shapes to represent forms in nature and their environment.

Most children in first grade are in the early figurative stage of the developmental process.  The placement of
one item with respect to another is now done with purpose.  Children in this stage begin to use a ground line; this
can be the bottom of the paper or a drawn line.  Figures and objects are now grounded in the pictures.  The
drawings have a top and bottom. Children at this level continue to draw geometric symbols but now enrich these to
depict visual images.  At this stage, children simplify their drawings and are not too concerned with details.

Second graders will begin to add more details to their work as they progress.  They are literal in their
depictions.  Color begins  to approach visual reality but is still used in an emotional context.  Imaginative games
and stories play a large part in creative motivation.  Children at this stage are eager to learn and work and take pride
in what they create.

1.5 Visual Arts Standards by the End of Grade 2

Unit Title / Big Idea
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.

Creating

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Stage 1: Desired Results

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade appropriate level...

● Various media used to create art.
● The basic elements of art and principles of

design. (e.g., line, color, shape, form, texture,
and space) (e.g., balance, harmony, unity,
emphasis, proportion and rhythm/movement)

● Important events and people in art.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

● Explore the use of a wide array of art
mediums and select tools appropriate to the
production of works of art in a variety of art
media. (e.g., paint, clay, charcoal, pastels,
colored pencils)

● Create works of art based on observations of
the physical world and  that illustrate how art
is part of everyday life.

● Work individually and collaboratively to
create two and three-dimensional works of
art that employ the elements and principles
of design.

Standards for Visual Arts
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Anchor Standard 1 - Create: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
Enduring!Understanding:Creative and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be developed.
Essential Questions: What is the artistic process? How/Where do artists get their ideas? How do people create art? How
does art communicate? What can we learn in studying the art of others? How do artists use tools, techniques and materials
to express their ideas?

Explore
Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cr.1a
Engage in exploration and
imaginative play with
materials.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cr.1a
Engage in exploration and
imaginative play with
materials.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cr.1a
Engage in individual and collaborative
exploration of materials and ideas
through multiple approaches, from
imaginative play to brainstorming, to
solve art and design problems.

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cr.1b
Engage collaboratively in
creative art-making in
response to an artistic
problem.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cr.1b
Engage individually and
collaboratively in creative art
making in response to an
artistic problem.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cr.1b
Engage in individual and collaborative
art making through observation and
investigation of the world, and in
response to personal interests and
curiosity.

Anchor Standard 2 - Organize and develop artistic ideas and Work
Enduring!Understanding: Using art elements and design principles, artists/designers experiment with forms,
structures, materials, concepts, media and art making processes, while balancing experimentation , freedom and
responsibility in developing and creating art works.
Essential Questions:How do artists work? How do artists and designers determine whether a particular direction in their
work is effective? How do artists and designers learn from trial and error? How do artists and designers care for and
maintain materials, tools and equipment? Why is it important, for safety and health, to understand and follow correct
procedures in handling materials, tools and equipment? What responsibilities come with the freedom to create? How do
objects, places and design shape lives and communities? How do artists and designers determine goals for designing or
redesigning objects, places, or systems? How do artists and designers create works of art or design that effectively
communicate?

Investigate Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cr.2a
Through experimentation,
build skills in various media
and approaches to
artmaking.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cr.2a
Explore uses of materials and
tools to create works of art or
design.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cr.2a
Through experimentation, build skills
and knowledge of materials and tools
through various approaches to art
making.

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cr.2b
Share materials with others.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cr.2b
Demonstrate safe and proper
procedures for
using materials, tools, and
equipment while making art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cr.2b
Demonstrate safe procedures for using
and cleaning art tools, equipment and
studio
spaces.

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cr.2c
Create art that represents
natural and constructed

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cr.2c
Identify and classify uses of
everyday objects through

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cr.2c
Create art that represents natural and
constructed environments. Identify and
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environments drawings, diagrams, sculptures,
or other visual means.

classify uses of everyday objects
through drawings, diagrams, sculptures
or other visual means including
repurposing objects to make something
new

Anchor Standard 3 - Refine and Complete Artistic Work
Enduring!Understanding:Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive critique,
reflecting on revising and refining art work.
Essential Questions:What role does persistence play in revising, refining and developing work? How do artists grow and
become accomplished in art forms? How does collaboratively reflecting on a work help us experience it more completely?

Reflect,
Refine,
Continue

Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cr.3a
Develop art skills through
repetition and practice.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cr.3a
Refine and enhance art skills
through repetition and practice.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cr.3a
Explain the process of making art,
using art vocabulary. Discuss and
reflect with peers about choices made
while creating art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cr.3b
Share and talk about
personal artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cr.3b
Explain the process of making
art while creating.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cr.3b Using art
vocabulary to describe choices while
creating art.

Unit Title / Big Idea
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas
and work.

Presenting

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level...

● How to select, analyze, and
interpret artists' work for
presentation.

● Develop and refine artistic
techniques and work for
presentation.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

● Share work with each other
● Select artwork for display.
● Collaborate in the creation of works of art using

multiple art media and art mediums to be exhibited
inside or outside the classroom.

Standards for Visual Arts

Anchor Standard 4: Present: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation.
Should be: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products. They put it as - Refine and
complete artistic work.
Enduring Understanding: Artists/designers consider various techniques, methods, venues, and criteria when analyzing,
selecting, and cutting objects, artifacts, and artworks for preservation and presentation.
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Essential Question: How are artworks cared for and by whom? What criteria, methods and processes are used to select
work for preservation or presentation? Why do people value objects, artifacts and artworks, and select them for
presentation?

Analyze Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K..Pr.4a
Identify reasons for saving
and displaying objects,
artifacts, and artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Pr.4a
Select art objects  for personal
portfolio and display,
explaining  why they were
chosen.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Pr.4a
Select artwork for display, and explain
why some work, objects and artifacts
are valued
over others. Categorize artwork based
on a theme or concept for an exhibit.

Anchor Standard 5: Present: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation
Enduring Understanding: Artist/designers, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods including
evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for display and preservation.
Essential Question: What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for
presentation or preservation? How does refining artwork affect its meaning to the viewer? What criteria are considered
when selecting work for presentation, a portfolio, or a collection?

Select Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K..Pr.5a
Identify places  where art
may be  displayed  or saved.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Pr.5a
Explain the purpose of a
portfolio or collection.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Pr.5a
Explain the purpose of a portfolio or
collection. Ask and answer questions
regarding
preparing artwork for presentation or
preservation.

Anchor Standard 6: Present: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.
Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts and artworks collected, preserved or presented either by artists/designers,
museums or other venues communicate meaning and a record of social, cultural and political experiences resulting in the
cultivating of appreciation and understanding.
Essential Question: What is an art museum? How does the presenting and sharing of objects, artifacts and artworks
influence and shape ideas, beliefs and experiences? How do objects, artifacts and artworks collected, preserved, or
presented, cultivate appreciation and understanding?

Share Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5..K.Pr.6a
Identify where art is
displayed both inside  and
outside of school.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Pr.6a
Explain what an art  museum is
and distinguish how an art
museum is different from other
buildings.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Pr.6a
Explain what an art museum is and
identify the roles and responsibilities of
the people
who work in and visit museums and
exhibit spaces. Analyze how art
exhibits inside and outside
of schools (such as museums, galleries,
virtual spaces, and other venues)
contribute to
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communities.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Pr.6b
Explain why some objects, artifacts,
and artworks are preferred.

NJSLS-CLKS
Explore careers and
professions in visual arts

NJSLS-CLKS
Explore careers and professions
in visual arts

NJSLS-CLKS
Explore careers and professions in
visual arts

Unit Title / Big Idea
To recognize and analyze artistic work.

Respond

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level...

● The significance and value of
artwork in their lives.

● How to use personal criteria
when making visual aesthetic
judgements.

● Visual artwork from diverse
cultures and historical eras have
distinct characteristics and
common themes revealed by
contextual clues within the works
of art.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

● Create art and reflect upon what they have made.
● Generate observational and emotional responses to

diverse culturally and historically specific works of art.
● Observe the basic arts elements in artwork.
● Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and

receiving responses to performances.

Standards for Visual Arts

Anchor Standard 7: Respond: To recognize and analyze artistic work
Enduring Understanding: Engaging in and reflecting on art supports understanding and appreciation to self, others, the
natural world, and constructed environments. Art/design and images influence understanding of and responses to the
world.
Essential Question: How do life experiences influence the way you relate to art? How does learning about art impact how
we perceive the world? What can we learn from our responses to art? What is visual art? Where and how do we encounter
visual arts in our world? How do visual arts influence our views of the world?

Perceive Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K..Re.7a
Identify uses of art within
one’s personal environment.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Re.7a
Select and describe works of
art that illustrate daily life
experiences of one’s self and
others.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Re.7a
Identify works of art based on personal
connections and experiences. Describe
the aesthetic characteristics within both
the natural and constructed world.
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NJSL-VPA1.5.K..Re.7b
Distinguish between images
and real objects.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Re.7b
Compare images that represent
the same subject.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Re.7b
Describe, compare and categorize
visual artworks based on subject matter
and expressive
properties.

Anchor Standard 8: Respond: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work
Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art
criticism/critical inquiry.
Essential Question: What is the value of engaging in the process of art criticism? How can the viewer "read" a work of art
as text? How does knowing and using visual art vocabulary help us understand and interpret works of art?

Interpret Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K..Re.8a
Interpret art by identifying
and describing subject
matter.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Re.8a
Interpret art by categorizing
subject matter and identifying
basic art elements.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Re.8a
Categorize and describe works of art,
by identifying subject matter, details,
mood, and formal characteristics.

Anchor Standard 9: Respond: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work
Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various criteria.
Essential Question: How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? How and why might criteria vary? How is
a personal preference different from an evaluation?

Analyze Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K..Re.9a NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Re.9a NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Re.9a

Select a preferred artwork. Classify artwork based on
different  reasons for
preferences.

Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying
artwork.

Unit Title / Big Idea
Relate , synthesize and express both
knowledge and personal experiences as a
way to participate in the arts.

Connect

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level...
● Visual art has distinct

characteristics, as do the
artists who create them.

● The study of masterworks
of art from diverse cultures
and different historical eras

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

• Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse
works of art that evoke emotion and that communicate
cultural meaning.

• Identify characteristics theme-based artworks, such as
artworks  based on themes of family and community, from
various historical periods and world cultures.
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assists in understanding
specific cultures.

• Identify how artists reflect, and are affected by past and
present cultures.

Standards for Visual Arts

Anchor Standard 10: Connect: Relate, synthesize and express both knowledge of and personal experiences as a way to
participate in art
Enduring Understanding: Participation in the arts encourages people to connect experiences to construct meaning.
Essential Question: How does engaging in creating art enrich people's lives? How does making art attune people to their
surroundings? How do people contribute to awareness and understanding of their lives and the lives of their communities
through artmaking?

Synthesize Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cn.10a
Explore the world through
descriptive and expressive
words and art making.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cn.10a
Create art that tells a story
about a life  experience.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cn.10a
Create art that tells a story or describes
life events in home, school and
community.

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cn.10b
Share memorable
experiences of artworks.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cn.10b
Share memorable  experiences
of artworks.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cn.10
Identify times, places, and reasons by
which people make art.

NJSLS-CLKS
Make connections with how
people interact with
professional and commercial
art in their everyday lives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Make connections with how
people interact with
professional and commercial
art in their everyday lives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Make connections with how people
interact with  professional and
commercial  art in their everyday lives.

Anchor Standard 11: Connect: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context to deepen
understanding and relevancy
Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understanding of society, culture, and history through their
interactions with an analysis of art.
Essential Question: How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, and cultures? How is
art used to impact the views of a society? How does art preserve aspects of life?

Relate Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cn.11a
Identify the purpose of an
artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cn.11a
Understand that people from
diverse  cultures and times
have made art for a variety of
reasons

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cn.11a
Compare, contrast and describe why
people from different places and times
make art..

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.Cn.11b
With guidance, relate art and
everyday  life.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.Cn.11b
With guidance, share ideas in
relating artworks and everyday
life, such as daily  activities

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.Cn.11b
Describe why people from different
places and times make art about
different issues, including climate
change.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Performance Task(s): Other evidence

Completion of projects, that reflect a
specific learning objective and meet the
appropriate standards and appropriate for
grade level.
Completion of various visual art
projects using styles and techniques of
various cultures and artists through
time, to meet appropriate standards and
appropriate for grade level

Pre-Assessment of artistic skills
Formative Assessments, based on
Teacher observations
K-2 Art Rubric
Oral Class Discussions

Stage 3: Learning Plan

Instructional Strategies

The teacher will develop a variety of projects to meet the appropriate standards, utilizing the Elements of Art, and the
Principles of Design.

Additional learning activities and artistic projects will be included at the discretion of the instructor to meet appropriate
standards. These activities are reflective of school/community/cultural awareness and include, but are not limited to the
activities listed. These activities include student critiques, project evaluations, exploration of the arts by diverse
groups including but not limited to members of the African American, LatinX, and Asian communities.
Exploring and understanding historical events in diverse cultures. Using recycled material to create art as a
conversation about climate change.

Pacing Guide
During each lesson, an instructor will address the four artistic processes: Creating, performing, responding and
connecting.

Unit Topic Unit # Unit Length

Drawing I 4-8 Class Periods

Painting II 4-8 Class Periods

Art Movements/Cultures III 4-8 Class Periods

Collage/Assemblages IV 4-8 Class Periods

Ceramics/Sculpture V 4-8 Class Periods

Accommodations and Modifications
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Visual Arts Units – Kindergarten
Grade Level: Kindergarten
Unit 1: Drawing - Line and Shape

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.K.Cr.1a, 1.5.K.Cr.1b,, 1.5.K.Cr.2a, 1.5.K.Cr.2b, 1.5.K.Cr.3a, 1.5.K.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
What is a line?
What are the different kinds of line?
How can the line show action?
What are the basic shapes and where can they
be found?

Enduring Understandings:
Lines are marks made in art to create shapes, mark outlines, denote
value, and show motion. Lines and repeated lines can indicate that
something has moved or in which direction it has moved.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Movement
Self-Portrait

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Recognize, name and draw various lines. Classify lines into different categories. Alma Thomas, The Dot
● Recognize, name and draw basic geometric shapes including circle, square, triangle, and heart.
● Draw story pictures and share them telling about details
● Texture exploration through rubbings and patterning
● Arrange cut shapes in a pleasing manner to design a free expression or representational picture.
● Observational Drawing.  Self Portrait
● Identify and create patterns.  Winter Bear with Scarf

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Unit 2: Painting - Color

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.K.Cr.1a, 1.5.K.Cr.1b,, 1.5.K.Cr.2a, 1.5.K.Cr.2b, 1.5.K.Cr.3a, 1.5.K.Cr.3b

Essential Questions: Enduring Understandings:
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How can color in an artwork express feeling?
What are the warm and cool colors?

Color can be used to express emotions.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Primary
Secondary
Tint
Warm Colors
Cool Colors
Watercolor

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Demonstrate the proper use of and understanding of painting media.
● Recognize and recall the primary colors in a work of art.
● Use finger paints to create textural designs and repetitive patterns. Love Monsters
● Mix primary colors to create secondary colors. Mouse Paint by Ellen Walsh
● Use the watercolor (resist) technique. Winslow Homer
● Use tempera paint to create texture. Van Gogh SunFlowers/Winter Trees

21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Unit 3: Art Movements/Culture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.K.Re.7a, 1.5.K.Re.7b, 1.5.K.Cn.10a, 1.5.K.Cn.10b, 1.5.K.Cn.11a, 1.5.K.Cn.11b

Essential Questions:
What is art?
What kind of art do other cultures make?
What do works from around the world have in
common?

Enduring Understandings:
There are a variety of art styles from different times and places.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Lines
Shape
Form
Traditions
Repetition
Motif
Pattern
Folding

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Identify and describe specific works of art belonging to particular cultures. Djembe African Drums, Safari

Montage
● Compare two similar artworks and discuss how they are alike and different,
● Look and discuss artwork from different world cultures.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Unit 4: Collage/Assemblage - Texture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.K.Cr.1a, 1.5.K.Cr.1b,, 1.5.K.Cr.2a, 1.5.K.Cr.2b, 1.5.K.Cr.3a, 1.5.K.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How do artists create texture in their artwork?
How can we describe texture?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use a variety of tools and materials to make art.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Form
Pattern
Tearing
Arrange
Collage
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Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Tear paper to create unique textures
● Use overlapping to make a paper tissue collage. Eric Carle
● Plan a picture about themselves using two or more materials.
● Create a paper mosaic using pattern and repetition. Claude Monet Water Lilies
● Demonstrating proper use of scissor cutting and gluing of basic shapes (Collage). Henri Matisse
● Printed pattern designs  (Stamps)

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Kindergarten
Unit 5: Ceramics - Form

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.K.Cr.1a, 1.5.K.Cr.1b,, 1.5.K.Cr.2a, 1.5.K.Cr.2b, 1.5.K.Cr.3a, 1.5.K.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How does an  artist create forms though shapes?
What is the difference between a shape and
form?

Enduring Understandings:
Understand the difference between space and form. Fill spaces with
shapes and forms to create art.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Height
Width
Depth
Form
Geometric Form
Sculpture

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Manipulate clay or dough coil to show form and movement. Clay worms
● Use the modeling technique to show form. Pinch Pots
● Create sculptures with clay, paper, wood, metal or paper mache.
● Create a mobile to show shape/form.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12
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Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Visual Arts Units – First Grade
Grade Level: First Grade
Unit 1: Drawing - Line and Shape

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.1.Cr.1a, 1.5.1.Cr.1b, 1.5.1.Cr.2a, 1.5.1.Cr.2b, 1.5.1.Cr.2c, 1.5.1.Cr.3a, 1.5.1.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
What is a line?
What are the different kinds of line?
How can the line show action?

Enduring Understandings:
Lines are marks made in art to create shapes, mark outlines, denote
value, and show motion. Lines and repeated lines can indicate that
something has moved or in which direction it has moved.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Movement
Straight
Zig zag
Curved
Dotted
Thick
Thin
Broken
Symmetry

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Practice drawing using a variety of tools.
● Recognize, name and draw various lines. Classify lines into different categories. Piet Mondrian
● Repeated line designs showing movement. Starburst Designs
● Draw story pictures and share them telling about details. Organic Shape Monsters
● Texture exploration through rubbings and patterning. Fall Leaves
● Arrange cut shapes in a pleasing manner to design a free expression or representational picture. Paul Klee

Squares
● Observational Drawing. Self Portraits

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
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See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: First
Unit 2: Painting - Color

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.1.Cr.1a, 1.5.1.Cr.1b, 1.5.1.Cr.2a, 1.5.1.Cr.2b, 1.5.1.Cr.2c, 1.5.1.Cr.3a, 1.5.1.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How can color in an artwork express feeling?

Enduring Understandings:
Color can be used to express emotions.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Primary
Secondary
Tint
Shade
Warm Colors
Cool Colors

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Demonstrate the proper use of and understanding of painting media.
● Recognize and recall the primary and secondary colors in a work of art.
● Paint with a variety of tools (e.g. brushed, fingers, sponges, cardboard)
● Explore color mixing. ROY G BIV
● Try mixing primary colors to make secondary colors. Mouse Paint
● Identify colors by name and tell if they seem happy, sad, quiet, hot, cold, etc.
● Use the watercolor (resist) technique. Falling Leaves

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.
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Grade Level: First
Unit 3: Art Movements/Culture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.2.Re.7a, 1.5.2.Re.7b, 1.5.1.Cn.10a, 1.5.1.Cn.10b, 1.5.1.Cn.11a, 1.5.1.Cn.11b

Essential Questions:
How do artists work?
What kind of art do other cultures make?
What do works from around the world have in
common?
How/Where do artists get their ideas?

Enduring Understandings:
Art reflects as well as shapes culture and society.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Lines
Shape
Form
Traditions
Repetition
Motif
Pattern
Folding

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Create works of art that reflects culture and society - Ndebele Houses, Chinese Pandas, Cartouche, Origami
● Compare two similar artworks and discuss how they are alike and different,
● Look and discuss artwork from different world cultures.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: First
Unit 4: Collage/Assemblage - Texture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.1.Cr.1a, 1.5.1.Cr.1b, 1.5.1.Cr.2a, 1.5.1.Cr.2b, 1.5.1.Cr.2c, 1.5.1.Cr.3a, 1.5.1.Cr.3b
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Essential Questions:
How do artists create texture in their artwork?
How can we describe texture?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use a variety of tools and materials to make art.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Form
Pattern
Smooth
Bumpy
Hard

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Combine two or more materials within a compostion (e.g. string, paper)
● Tear paper to create unique textures and create various collages. Flower Collage
● Create a paper mosaic using pattern and repetition. Claude Monet
● Demonstrating proper use of scissor cutting and gluing of basic shapes (Collage). Henri Matisse
● Printed pattern designs  (Stamps)

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: First
Unit 5: Ceramics - Form

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.1.Cr.1a, 1.5.1.Cr.1b, 1.5.1.Cr.2a, 1.5.1.Cr.2b, 1.5.1.Cr.2c, 1.5.1.Cr.3a, 1.5.1.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How does an  artist create forms though shapes?
What is the difference between a shape and
form?

Enduring Understandings:
Understand the difference between space and form. Fill spaces with
shapes and forms to create art.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Height
Width
Depth
Form
Geometric Form
Sculpture

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Explore various materials to create sculptures with clay, paper, wood, metal or paper mache.
● Learn to differentiate between 2D and 3D.
● Use the hand-building slab technique in clay. Snowman and Clay Donuts - Peter Anton
● Work collaboratively to build 3D  designs..
● Learn the basics of how and why clay is “fired’.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Visual Arts Units - Second Grade
Grade Level: Second Grade
Unit 1: Drawing - Line and Shape

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.2.Cr.1a, 1.5.2.Cr.1b, 1.5.2.Cr.2a, 1.5.2.Cr.2b, 1.5.2.Cr.2c, 1.5.2.Cr.3a, 1.5.2.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
What is a line?
What are the different kinds of line?
How can the line show action?

Enduring Understandings:
Lines are marks made in art to create shapes, mark outlines, denote
value, and show motion. Lines and repeated lines can indicate that
something has moved or in which direction it has moved.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Movement
Straight
Zig zag
Curved
Dotted
Broken
Symmetry
Perspective
Pattern/Repetition

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Practice drawing using a variety of tools.
● Continue to use and name many different lines.  Lois Mailou Line Design
● Use overlapping and size to show near and far. Pueblo Pottery/Pastel Pumpkins
● Draw a landscape with a foreground, middleground and background. Autumn Reflections/Poppy Flower

Landscape
● Texture exploration through rubbings, patterning and shading. Jim Dine Hearts
● Arrange cut shapes in a pleasing manner to design a free expression or representational picture. Castles
● Observational Drawing. Self Portraits

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Second
Unit 2: Painting - Color

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.2.Cr.1a, 1.5.2.Cr.1b, 1.5.2.Cr.2a, 1.5.2.Cr.2b, 1.5.2.Cr.2c, 1.5.2.Cr.3a, 1.5.2.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How can color in an artwork express feeling?

Enduring Understandings:
Color can be used to express emotions.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Primary
Secondary
Tint
Shade
Warm Colors
Cool Colors
Vibrant
Value

37



Symmetry

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Demonstrate the proper use of and understanding of painting media.
● Recognize and recall the primary and secondary colors in a work of art.
● Paint with a variety of paints and tools (e.g. tempera paint, watercolors, paint crayons, brushed, fingers,

sponges, cardboard)
● Explore color mixing. Mix primary colors to create secondary colors. ROY G BIV
● Distinguish between light and dark in a color family; paint with three values in one color family.
● Identify colors by name and tell if they seem happy, sad, quiet, hot, cold, etc.
● Use the watercolor resist technique. Laurel Burch Cats

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Second
Unit 3: Art Movements/Culture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.2.Re.7a, 1.5.2.Re.7b, 1.5.2.Cn.10a, 1.5.2.Cn.10b, 1.5.2.Cn.11a, 1.5.2.Cn.11b

Essential Questions:
How do artists work?
What kind of art do other cultures make?
What do works from around the world have in
common?
How/Where do artists get their ideas?

Enduring Understandings:
Art reflects as well as shapes culture and society.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Lines
Shape
Form
Traditions
Repetition
Motif
Pattern
Folding
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Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Create works of art that reflects culture and society - Kente Cloth Patterns, Pueblo Pottery, Serengeti

Silhouettes,
● Explore the elements of culture and tradition through mask making.
● Students explore their own culture as reflected through the Arts.
● Compare two similar artworks and discuss how they are alike and different,

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Second
Unit 4: Collage/Assemblage - Texture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA
1.5.2.Cr.1a, 1.5.2.Cr.1b, 1.5.2.Cr.2a, 1.5.2.Cr.2b, 1.5.2.Cr.2c, 1.5.2.Cr.3a, 1.5.2.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How do artists create texture in their artwork?
How can we describe texture?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use a variety of tools and materials to make art. Art can be
created using non-traditional material.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Form
Pattern
Smooth
Bumpy
Hard
Overlapping

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Combine two or more materials within a compostion (e.g. string, paper) . Foil Butterflies
● Make a collage that has different textures. Zach’s Lunch
● Create a paper mosaic using pattern and repetition. Kente Cloth
● Demonstrating proper use of scissor cutting and gluing of basic shapes (Collage). Henri Matisse
● Create a printed pattern design  (Stamps)
● Use texture and pattern when designing a collage using many materials. Stained Glass Tree

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12
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Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Second
Unit 5: Ceramics - Form

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.2.Cr.1a, 1.5.2.Cr.1b, 1.5.2.Cr.2a, 1.5.2.Cr.2b, 1.5.2.Cr.2c, 1.5.2.Cr.3a, 1.5.2.Cr.3b
Essential Questions:
How does an  artist create forms though shapes?
What is the difference between a shape and
form?

Enduring Understandings:
Understand the difference between space and form. Fill spaces with
shapes and forms to create art.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Height
Width
Depth
Form
Geometric Form
Sculpture
Kiln
Fired
Knead
Slip
Score
Sculpture

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Explore various materials to create forms in space.
● Be able to differentiate between 2D and 3D.
● Model simple forms in clay using rolling and pinch techniques.  Model Magic Snails
● Add textural patterns to the forms while soft. Clay Owls
● Use gluing skills or paper joining techniques to build a sculpture.  3D line designs
● Learn the basics of how and why clay is “fired’.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.2.CAP.1; 9.4.2.CI.1; 9.4.2.CT.1; 9.2.2.GCA.1; 9.4.2.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.
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Lumberton School District
Art Curriculum

Third - Fifth Grade

Children at this stage are more interested in details and realism than previously.  Proportion is more
important; objects are arranged to satisfy compositional needs.  Drawings are done with more planning; children
make efforts to show action of people and animals in their pictures.  Exploring art in third grade gives children
opportunities to express and interpret new experiences.

By fourth grade, a significant characteristic is the need or desire for accuracy. Children become critical of
their artwork and are easily discouraged or dissatisfied if their abilities do not meet their expectations.

A significant difference between art in fifth grade and previous ones is that the baseline has disappeared and
perspective begins to appear.  Artwork will demonstrate objects on planes showing spatial relationships based on
size, overlapping, and placement.  Children become sensitive to visual realism and spatial organization.  Figure
proportions are presented and drawings illustrate the differences between the sexes.

1.5 Visual Arts Standards by the End of Grade 5

Stage 1: Desired Results

Unit Title / Big Idea
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.

Creating

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade appropriate level...

● How to use various media to create art
● Visual awareness stems from acute

observational skills and interests in visual
objects and spaces. and their relationship to
the world

● Understanding the functions and purpose of
the elements of art and principles of design
assists with an appreciation of how art and
design enhance functionality and improve
quality of living.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade appropriate
level…

● Explore the use of a wide array of art
mediums and select tools appropriate to the
production of works of art in a variety of art
mediums and art media. (e.g., paint, clay,
charcoal, pastels, colored pencils)

● Create works of art based on observations of
the physical world and  that illustrate how art
is part of everyday life, using a variety of art
mediums.

● Work  individually and collaboratively to
create two and three-dimensional works of
art that make cohesive visual statements and
that employ the  elements of art and utilize
the principles of design.

Standards for Visual Arts

Anchor Standard 1 - Create: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
Enduring!Understanding:Creative and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be developed.
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Essential Questions: What role does art play in our lives? Why is it important to experience a variety of formats and
techniques for effective visual communication? How can art portray different views, opinions, emotions, and
interpretations? What role do established traditions play in creating art?
What conditions, attitudes and behaviors support creative, innovative and inventive thinking? What encourages people to
take creative risks? How does collaboration expand the creative process? How)does knowing the contexts of  histories and
traditions of art forms help us create works of art and design?

Explore Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.1a
Elaborate on an imaginative
idea.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.1a
Brainstorm multiple
approaches to creative art
or design problems.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.1a
Brainstorm and curate ideas to innovatively
problem solve during artmaking and design
projects.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.1b
Make art or design  with
various materials  and tools
to explore personal
interests, questions, and
curiosity.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.1b
Apply knowledge of
available resources, tools,
and technologies to
investigate one's own ideas
through the art: making
process.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.1b
Individually and collaboratively set goals,
investigate, choose, and demonstrate
diverse
approaches to art-making that is
meaningful to the makers.

Anchor Standard 2 - Organize and develop artistic ideas and Work
Enduring!Understanding:Using art elements and design principles, artists/designers experiment with forms,
structures, materials, concepts, media and art making processes, while balancing experimentation , freedom and
responsibility in developing and creating art works.
Essential Questions: How do artists/designers work? How do artists/designers learn from trial and error? How do artists
care for and maintain materials? How do artists/designers communicate ideas through art?
How)do)artists/designers)work)and)reflect)on)the)direction)of)their)work?)How)do)artists)and)designers)learn)
from)trial)and)error?)What)responsibilities)come)with)the)freedom)to)create?)How)do)objects,)artifacts,)places,)and)desi
gn)shaped) lives)and)communities?

Investigate Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.2a
Create personally satisfying
artwork using a variety of
artistic processes and
materials.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.2a
Explore and invent
art-making techniques and
approaches.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.2a
Experiment and develop skills in multiple
art-making techniques and approaches,
through invention and practice.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.2b
Demonstrate an
understanding of the safe
and proficient use of
materials, tools, and
equipment for a variety of
artistic processes.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.2b
When making works of art,
utilize and care for
materials, tools, and
equipment in a manner that
prevents danger to oneself
and others.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.2b
Demonstrate craftsmanship through the
safe and respectful use of materials, tools
and
equipment.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.2c
Individually or
collaboratively construct
representations, diagrams,
or maps of places that are
part of everyday life.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.2c
Document, describe, and
represent regional
constructed environments.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.2c
Individually or collaboratively represent
environments or objects of personal
significance that includes a process of peer
discussion, revision and refinement.
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Anchor Standard 3 - Refine and Complete Artistic Work
Enduring!Understanding:Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive critique,
reflecting on revising and refining art work.
Essential Questions: What role does persistence play in revising, refining and developing work? How do artists grow and
become accomplished in art forms? How does collaborative reflection help to experience art more completely?

Reflect,
Refine,
Continue

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.3a
Improve and elaborate on
aesthetic  and technical
aspects of artwork based on
classroom discussion.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.3a
Refine and revise artwork
in progress on the basis of
insights gained through
peer discussion.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.3a
Reflect, refine, and revise work
individually and collaboratively, and
discuss and describe personal choices in
artmaking.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.3b
Discuss and reflect with
peers about choices made in
creating artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.3b
Elaborate visual
information by adding
details in an artwork to
enhance emerging
meaning.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.3b
Choose from among experimental
approaches and techniques to determine the
most effective solution.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.3c
Utilize personal reflection
and critical feedback to
refine technical proficiency,
intentionality, aesthetic
judgment and expressive
capability.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.3c
Utilize personal reflection
and critical feedback to
refine technical proficiency,
intentionality, aesthetic
judgment)and expressive
capability.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.3c
Utilize personal reflection and critical
feedback to refine technical proficiency,
intentionality, aesthetic judgment)and
expressive capability.

Unit Title / Big Idea
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas
and work.

Presenting

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level…

● How to select, analyze, and
interpret artists' work for
presentation.

● Develop and refine artistic
techniques and work for
presentation.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

● Collect students work samples to provide evidence of
what they have learned

● Share work with each other
● Select and prepare artwork for display.
● Collaborate in the creation of works of art using

multiple art media and art mediums, and present the
completed works  in exhibition areas inside and outside
the classroom.

Standards for Visual Arts
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Anchor Standard 4: Present: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work.
Enduring Understanding: Artists and other presenters consider various techniques, methods, venues, and criteria when
analyzing, selecting, and curating objects, artifacts, and artworks for preservation and presentation.
Essential Question: How are artworks cared for and by whom? What criteria, methods and processes are used to select
work for preservation or presentation? Why do people value objects, artifacts and artworks and select them for
presentation?

Analyze Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.4a
Organize artwork based on
a theme or concept for an
exhibit.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.4a
Select artworks to put into
their portfolio and explain
why they chose those
specific works.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.4a
Define and analyze the responsibilities of a
curator in preserving and presenting
artifacts
or artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.4b
Learn about materials or
artistic techniques for
preparing artwork for
presentation.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.4b
Collect and organize a
body of evidence that
reflects the artistic process
and prepare it for
presentation (e.g.
sketchbook).

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.4b
Collect and organize a body of evidence
that reflects the artistic process and prepare
it for presentation (e.g. sketchbook,
digital format.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.4c
Write an artist’s statement
that reflects their learning.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.4c
Write an artist’s statement
that reflects their learning.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.4c
Write an artist’s statement that reflects their
learning.

Anchor Standard 5: Present: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products.
Enduring Understanding: Artist/designers, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods including
evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for display and preservation.
Essential Question: What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for presentation or
preservation? How does refining artwork affect its meaning to the viewer? What criteria are considered when selecting
artwork for presentation?

Select
Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.5a
Distinguish between
different materials or
artistic techniques for
preparing artwork for
presentation.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.5a
Identify exhibit space and
prepare work of art
including artists’
statements for presentation.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.5a
Prepare and present artwork safely and
effectively.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.5b
Analyze how art exhibited
inside and outside of
schools, such as in
museums, galleries, virtual
spaces, and other venues,
contribute to communities.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.5b
Identify and explain how
and where different
cultures record and
illustrate stories and history
of life through art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.5b
Identify and explain how and where
different cultures record and illustrate
stories and history of life through art.

NJSLS-CLKS NJSLS-CLKS NJSLS-CLKS
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Explore careers and
professions in visual arts

Explore careers and
professions in visual arts

Explore careers and professions in visual
arts

Anchor Standard 6: Present: Conveying meaning through art.
Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts and artworks collected, preserved or presented either by artists, museums, or
other venues, communicate meaning and a record of social, cultural and political experiences resulting in the cultivating of
appreciation and understanding.
Essential Question:What is an art museum? How does the presenting and sharing of objects, artifacts and artworks
influence and shape ideas, beliefs and experiences? How do objects, artifacts and artworks collected, preserved, or
presented, cultivate appreciation and understanding?

Share Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.6a
Identify and explain
how and where different
cultures record and
illustrate  stories and
history of  life through art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.6a
Compare and contrast
purposes of art museums,
art galleries, and other
venues, as well as the types
of personal experiences
they provide.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.6a
Discuss how exhibits and museums provide
information and in person experiences
about concepts and topics.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.6b
Explain why some  objects,
artifacts, and artworks are
preferred.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.6b
Explain why some  objects,
artifacts, and artworks are
preferred.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.6b
Select art objects for personal portfolio and
display and explain why they were chosen.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.6c
Select artwork based on a
theme or concept for an
exhibit.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.6a
Select artwork based on a
theme or concept for an
exhibit.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.6c
Investigate possibilities and limitations of a
variety of spaces, including digital, for
exhibiting artwork.

Unit Title / Big Idea
To recognize and analyze artistic work.

Respond

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level…

● The significance and value of
artwork in their lives.

● How media and visual
organization affect the
communication of ideas.

● How to use personal criteria
when making visual aesthetic
judgements.

● Constructive criticism is an
important evaluative tool that
enables artists to communicate
more effectively.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

● Understand the historical and cultural context of a work
of art.

● Create art and reflect upon what they have made.
● Generate observational and emotional responses to

diverse culturally and historically specific works of art.
● Observe the basic arts elements in artwork
● Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and

receiving responses to performances.
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● Visual artwork from diverse
cultures and historical eras have
distinct characteristics and
common themes revealed by
contextual clues within the
works of art.

Anchor Standard 7: Respond: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Enduring Understanding: Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through
engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed
environments. Visual arts influences understanding of and responses to the world.
Essential Question:How do life experiences influence the way you relate to art? How does learning about art impact how
we perceive the world? What can we learn from our responses to art? What is visual art? Where and how do we encounter
visual arts in our world? How do visual arts influence our views of the world?

Perceive Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.CR.7a
Speculate about processes
an artist uses to create a
work of art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.CR.7a
Compare responses to a
work of art before and after
working in similar media.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.CR.7a
Speculate about artistic processes. Interpret
and compare works of art and other
responses.

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.CR.7b
Compare images that
represent the same subject.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.CR.7b
Describe visual imagery
based on expressive
properties (i.e.) content,
formal elements of art and
principles of design.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.CR.7b
Analyze visual arts including cultural
associations.

Anchor Standard 8: Respond: Interpreting intent and meaning.
Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism.
Essential Question:What is the value of engaging in the process of art criticism? How can the viewer "read" a work of art
as text? How does knowing and using visual art vocabulary help us understand and interpret works of art?

Interpret Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.K.CR.8a
Interpret art by identifying
the mood suggested by a
work)of art and describing
relevant subject matter and
basic art elements.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.CR.8a
Interpret art by identifying
the mood suggested by a
work)of art and describing
relevant subject matter and
basic art elements.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.CR.8a
Interpret ideas and mood in artworks by
analyzing form, structure, context, subject,
and
visual elements.

Anchor Standard 9: Respond: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work
Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various criteria.
Essential Question: How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? How and why might criteria vary? How is
a personal preference different from an evaluation?

Analyze Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.9a NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.9a NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.9a
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Evaluate an artwork based
on given criteria.

Apply one set of criteria to
evaluate more than one
work of art.

Identify different evaluative criteria for
different types of artwork dependent on
genre, historical and cultural contexts.

Unit Title / Big Idea
Relate , synthesize and express both
knowledge and personal experiences as a
way to participate in the arts.

Connect

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level...

● Artwork from diverse cultures
and historical eras have distinct
characteristics and common
themes revealed by contextual
clues within the works of arts.

● The function and purpose of art
making across cultures is a
reflection of societal values and
beliefs.

● The study of masterworks
of art from diverse cultures
and different historical eras
assists in understanding
specific cultures.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

● Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse
works of art that evoke emotion and that communicate
cultural meaning.

● Identify characteristics theme-based artworks, such as
artworks  based on themes of family and community,
from various historical periods and world cultures.

● Identify how artists reflect, and are affected by past and
present cultures.

Anchor Standard 10: Connect: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create products.
Enduring Understanding: Through artmaking, people make meaning by investigating and developing awareness of
perceptions, knowledge and experiences.
Essential Question: How does engaging in creating art enrich people’s lives and raise awareness of community and
environment? How does making artattune people to their surroundings? How do people contribute to awareness and
understanding of their lives and the lives of their communities through artmaking?

Synthesize Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.10a
Create works of art about
events in home, school or
community life

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.10a
Create works of art that
reflect community cultural
traditions.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.10a
Create works of art that reflect community
cultural traditions. Discuss using formal
and conceptual vocabulary.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.10b
Identify times, places, and
reasons by which people
make art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.1.CR.10b
Discuss and describe the
meaning and purpose of an
artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.2.CR.10
Identify and show how artwork forms
meanings, situations and/or culture (e.g.)
popular culture, online and local
experiences.

NJSLS-CLKS
Make connections with how
people interact with

NJSLS-CLKS
Make connections with
how people interact with

NJSLS-CLKS
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professional and
commercial  art in their
everyday lives.

professional and
commercial  art in their
everyday lives.

Make connections with how people interact
with  professional and commercial  art in
their everyday lives.

Anchor Standard 11: Connect: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural and
historical contexts to deepen understanding.
Enduring Understanding: Participation in the arts encourages people to connect experiences to construct meaning.
Essential Question: How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places and cultures? How is
art used to impact the views of a society? How does art preserve aspects of life?

Relate Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.11a
Recognize that responses
to art change depending on
knowledge of the time and
place in which it was made.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.11a
Through observation, infer
information about time,
place, and culture in which
a work of art was created.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.11a
Communicate how art is used to inform the
values, beliefs and culture of an individual
or society.

NJSL-VPA1.5.3.CR.11b
Discuss how diverse
artworks and ideas relate to
everyday and cultural life.

NJSL-VPA1.5.4.CR.11b
Identify how artworks and
ideas relate to everyday and
cultural life and can
influence values and
perceptions.

NJSL-VPA1.5.5.CR.11b
Communicate how art is used to inform
others about global issues, including
climate change.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Performance Task(s): Other evidence

Completion of projects, that reflect a
specific learning objective and meet the
appropriate standards and appropriate for
grade level.
Completion of various visual art
projects using styles and techniques of
various cultures and artists through
time, to meet appropriate standards and
appropriate for grade level

Pre-Assessment of artistic skills
Formative Assessments, based on
Teacher observations
3-5 Art Rubric
Oral Class Discussions

Stage 3: Learning Plan

Instructional Strategies

The teacher will develop a variety of projects to meet the appropriate standards, utilizing the Elements of Art, and the
Principles of Design.

Additional learning activities and artistic projects will be included at the discretion of the instructor to meet appropriate
standards. These activities are reflective of school/community/cultural awareness and include, but are not limited to the
activities listed. These activities include student critiques, project evaluations, exploration of the arts by diverse
groups including but not limited to members of the African American, LatinX, and Asian communities.
Exploring and understanding historical events such as slavery in America, Amistad and the Holocaust through
the lens of visual arts. Using recycled material to create art as a conversation about climate change.

Pacing Guide
During each lesson, an instructor will address the four artistic processes: Creating, performing, responding and
connecting.

Unit Topic Unit # Unit Length

Drawing I 4-8 Class Periods

Painting II 4-8 Class Periods

Art Movements III 4-8 Class Periods

Collage/Assessbleges IV 4-8 Class Periods

Ceramics/Pottery V 4-8 Class Periods

Accommodations and Modifications
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Visual Arts Units  - Third Grade
Grade Level: Third Grade
Unit 1: Drawing - Line and Shape

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.3.Cr.1a, 1.5.3.Cr.1b, 1.5.3.Cr.2a, 1.5.3.Cr.2b, 1.5.3.Cr.2c, 1.5.3.Cr.3a, 1.5.3.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How do artists use lines to create shape, space,
value and texture?
How do artists use line in a drawing to create
the illusion of form?
How can the line show action or movement?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use line to create space, depth, perspective, texture, and value in
a work of art. Repeated lines can create pattern, rhythm, and
movement. Drawings are created using a variety of tools, such as
pencils, crayons, paints, pastels, charcoal and colored pencils.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Movement
Implied Texture
Actual Texture
Shading
Hatching
Cross Hatching
Perspective

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Line Designs - Recognize, name and draw various lines. Classify lines into different categories.
● Use an assortment of tools to explore a variety of lines. Victorian Crazy Quilts
● Continue producing drawings with geometric and organic shapes. Paul Klee Cities
● Use drawn textures and patterns in drawings. Gustav Klimt Tree of Life
● Use placement, overlapping, size scale and detail when drawing to show perspective.  James Rizzi Houses
● Continue to draw from stories, nature, imagination, memory and observation.
● Observational Drawing. Self Portraits

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.
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Grade Level: Third
Unit 2: Painting - Color

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.3.Cr.1a, 1.5.3.Cr.1b, 1.5.3.Cr.2a, 1.5.3.Cr.2b, 1.5.3.Cr.2c, 1.5.3.Cr.3a, 1.5.3.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How can color in an artwork express feeling?
What are complimentary colors?
What are adjacent colors?
What are shades and tints?

Enduring Understandings:
Color can be used to express emotions. Complimentary colors are
opposite each other on the color wheel, adjacent colors are next to one
another. Shades are colors/hues mixed with black to make darker hues.
Tints are colors/hues mixed with white to make lighter hues.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Primary
Secondary
Tint
Shade
Warm Colors
Cool Colors
Tertiary Colors
Complementary Colors
Blending
Gradient
Adjacent
Hue
Vibrant

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Demonstrate the proper use of and understanding of painting media.
● Paint with a variety of painting materials (e.g. watercolor, tempera, tempera cakes, painting crayons).
● Paint with a variety of tools (e.g. brushed, fingers, sponges, cardboard).  Cherry Blossoms
● Continue to explore primary and secondary; explore color schemes of warm and cool colors in painting. Fall

Leaves
● Use warm and cool colors to paint a simple landscape that has a mood.  Ted Harrison Layered Landscapes

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Third
Unit 3: Art Movements/Culture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.3.Re.7a, 1.5.3.Re.7b, 1.5.3.Cn.10a, 1.5.3.Cn.10b, 1.5.3.Cn.11a, 1.5.3.Cn.11b
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Essential Questions:
What is Art?
What kind of art do other cultures make?
What do works from around the world have in
common?
How/Where do artists get their ideas?
What can we learn in studying the art of
others?
How do artists use tools, techniques and
materials to express their ideas?

Enduring Understandings:
Art reflects as well as shapes culture and society.
Artists use tools, techniques and materials to express their ideas.
Arts have both an historical and distinctive
relationship to various cultures.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Lines
Shape
Form
Traditions
Repetition
Motif
Pattern
Folding

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Create works of art that reflect culture and society. Serengeti, Day of the Dead Skulls, Paper Plate Rangoli,

Henna Hands, African Masks, Cartouche
● Explore the elements of culture and tradition through mask making.
● Identify and describe specific works of art belonging to particular cultures, times, and places.
● Students explore their own culture as reflected through the Arts.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Third
Unit 4: Collage/Assemblage - Texture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.3.Cr.1a, 1.5.3.Cr.1b, 1.5.3.Cr.2a, 1.5.3.Cr.2b, 1.5.3.Cr.2c, 1.5.3.Cr.3a, 1.5.3.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
What is collage?
How do artists combine different mediums to
create unique forms of art?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use a variety of tools and materials to make art. Various
materials can be used to create works of art. Artists arrange and
rearrange objects in a collage in order to create interesting works of
art. Art can be created using non-traditional material.
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How do artists arrange a composition using
various materials in a collage?

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Space
Form
Pattern
Smooth
Bumpy
Hard
Implied
Composition
Arrange
Collage

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Combine materials to create mixed media prints, drawings, paintings, and collages.
● Use texture and pattern when designing a collage using many materials - Sandwich Collage
● Tear paper to create unique textures and create various collages. Japanese Cherry Blossoms
● Create a paper mosaic using pattern and repetition. Mandala
● Printed pattern designs  (Stamps)

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Third
Unit 5: Ceramics - Form

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.3.Cr.1a, 1.5.3.Cr.1b, 1.5.3.Cr.2a, 1.5.3.Cr.2b, 1.5.3.Cr.2c, 1.5.3.Cr.3a, 1.5.3.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How does an  artist create forms though shapes?
What is the difference between a shape and
form? How does art affect (interact with) our
physical space?

Enduring Understandings:
Understand the difference between space and form. Fill spaces with
shapes and forms to create art. The scope of a three dimensional work
of art can create emotional and physical responses in the viewer.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Height
Width
Depth
Form
Geometric Form
Sculpture
Scale
Kiln
Fired
Knead
Slip
Score
Sculpture

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Explore various materials to create sculptures with clay, paper, wood, metal or paper mache.
● Learn to differentiate between 2D and 3D.
● Use the hand-building slab technique in clay. Clay Turtles
● Work collaboratively to build a freestanding sculpture.
● Learn the basics of how and why clay is “fired’.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Visual Arts Units  - Fourth Grade
Grade Level: Fourth Grade
Unit 1: Drawing - Line and Shape

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.4.Cr.1a, 1.5.4.Cr.1b, 1.5.4.Cr.2a, 1.5.4.Cr.2b, 1.5.4.Cr.2c, 1.5.4.Cr.3a, 1.5.4.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How do artists use lines to create shape, space,
value and texture?
How do artists use line in a drawing to create
the illusion of form?
How can the line show action or movement?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use line to create space, depth, perspective, texture, and value
in a work of art. Repeated lines can create pattern, rhythm, and
movement. Drawings are created using a variety of tools, such as
pencils, crayons, paints, pastels, charcoal and colored pencils.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Movement
Implied Texture
Actual Texture
Shading
Hatching
Cross Hatching
Perspective

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Recognize and practice  contour line drawings.  Succulent Still Life
● Learn to draw basic 3D forms and add shading. Wayne Thiebaud Layered Cakes
● Continue to experience actual textures, then draw them to create implied textures.  Owl Portraits
● Use a variety of techniques to show perspective.  3D Names
● Experience actual textures, then draw them to create implied textures.  Owl Drawings
● Observational Drawing. Self Portraits

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Fourth
Unit 2: Painting - Color

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.4.Cr.1a, 1.5.4.Cr.1b, 1.5.4.Cr.2a, 1.5.4.Cr.2b, 1.5.4.Cr.2c, 1.5.4.Cr.3a, 1.5.4.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How can color in an artwork express feeling?
What are complimentary colors?
What are adjacent colors?
What are shades and tints?

Enduring Understandings:
Color can be used to express emotions. Complimentary colors are
opposite each other on the color wheel, adjacent colors are next to one
another. Shades are colors/hues mixed with black to make darker hues.
Tints are colors/hues mixed with white to make lighter hues.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Primary
Secondary
Tint
Shade
Warm Colors
Cool Colors
Tertiary Colors
Complementary Colors
Blending
Gradient
Adjacent
Hue
Vibrant

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Demonstrate the proper use of and understanding of painting media. .
● Paint with a variety of painting materials (e.g. watercolor, tempera, tempera cakes, painting crayons).
● Paint with a variety of tools (e.g. brushed, fingers, sponges, cardboard).  Cherry Blossoms
● Produce a color wheel mixing  primary, secondary and tertiary colors. Color Caterpillars
● Use the watercolor (resist) technique. Koi Fish

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Fourth
Unit 3: Art Movements/Culture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.4.Re.7a, 1.5.4.Re.7b, 1.5.4.Cn.10a, 1.5.4.Cn.10b, 1.5.4.Cn.11a, 1.5.4.Cn.11b

Essential Questions:
What is Art?
What kind of art do other cultures make?
What do works from around the world have in
common?
How/Where do artists get their ideas?
What can we learn in studying the art of
others?
How do artists use tools, techniques and
materials to express their ideas?

Enduring Understandings:
Art reflects as well as shapes culture and society.
Artists use tools, techniques and materials to express their ideas.
Arts have both an historical and distinctive
relationship to various cultures.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Lines
Shape
Form
Traditions
Repetition
Motif
Pattern
Folding

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Create works of art that reflects culture and society - Chinese Ming Vases, Dream Catchers, Adinkra

Symbols, Japanese Cherry Blossoms, African Masks,  Koi Fish, Origami
● Compare artists from different world cultures.
● Explore the elements of culture and tradition through mask making.
● Identify and describe specific works of art belonging to particular cultures, times, and places.
● Students explore their own culture as reflected through the Arts.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Fourth
Unit 4: Collage/Assemblage - Texture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.4.Cr.1a, 1.5.4.Cr.1b, 1.5.4.Cr.2a, 1.5.4.Cr.2b, 1.5.4.Cr.2c, 1.5.4.Cr.3a, 1.5.4.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
What is collage?
How do artists combine different mediums to
create unique forms of art?
How do artists arrange a composition using
various materials in a collage?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use a variety of tools and materials to make art. Various
materials can be used to create works of art. Artists arrange and
rearrange objects in a collage in order to create interesting works of art.
Art can be created using non-traditional material.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Space
Form
Pattern
Implied
Composition
Arrange
Collage

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Combine materials to create a landscape showing perspective techniques. Northern Lights
● Create a radial design using mixed media. Snowflake Prints
● Tear paper to create unique textures and create various collages. Matisse Jazz Collage
● Create a paper mosaic using pattern and repetition.  Mandala
● Printed pattern designs.  Gyotaku

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Fourth
Unit 5: Ceramics - Form

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.4.Cr.1a, 1.5.4.Cr.1b, 1.5.4.Cr.2a, 1.5.4.Cr.2b, 1.5.4.Cr.2c, 1.5.4.Cr.3a, 1.5.4.Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How does an  artist create forms though shapes?
What is the difference between a shape and
form? How does art affect (interact with) our
physical space?

Enduring Understandings:
Understand the difference between space and form. Fill spaces with
shapes and forms to create art. The scope of a three dimensional work
of art can create emotional and physical responses in the viewer.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Height
Width
Depth
Form
Geometric Form
Sculpture
Scale
Kiln
Fired
Knead
Slip
Score
Sculpture

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Explore various materials to create sculptures with clay, paper, wood, metal or paper mache.
● Combine two construction techniques in a single clay piece.  Polar Bears/Clay Cupcakes
● Create an additive sculpture using wire. 3-D Action Figures
● Design and build a freestanding sculpture.  Totem Poles
● Understand the basics of how and why clay is “fired’.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Visual Arts Units  - Fifth Grade
Grade Level: Fifth Grade
Unit 1: Drawing - Line and Shape

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.45Cr.1a, 1.5.5.Cr.1b, 1.5.5.Cr.2a, 1.5.5.Cr.2b, 1.5.5.Cr.2c, 1.5.5.Cr.3a, 1.5.45Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How do artists use lines to create shape, space,
value and texture?
How do artists use line in a drawing to create
the illusion of form?
How can the line show action or movement?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use line to create space, depth, perspective, texture, and value
in a work of art. Repeated lines can create pattern, rhythm, and
movement. Drawings are created using a variety of tools, such as
pencils, crayons, paints, pastels, charcoal and colored pencils.
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Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Movement
Implied Texture
Actual Texture
Shading
Hatching
Cross Hatching
Perspective

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Recognize and practice  contour line drawing - Sneaker Drawings
● Practice modeling and value techniques; shading, stipple, hatching, cross hatching - Jen Aranya Landscape
● Use placement, overlapping, size scale and detail when drawing to show perspective - Secret City
● Experience actual textures, then draw them to create implied textures - Owl Scratch Art
● Observational Drawing - Self Portraits

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Fifth
Unit 2: Painting - Color

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.45Cr.1a, 1.5.5.Cr.1b, 1.5.5.Cr.2a, 1.5.5.Cr.2b, 1.5.5.Cr.2c, 1.5.5.Cr.3a, 1.5.45Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How can color in an artwork express feeling?
What are complimentary colors?
What are adjacent colors?
What are shades and tints?

Enduring Understandings:
Color can be used to express emotions. Complimentary colors are
opposite each other on the color wheel, adjacent colors are next to one
another. Shades are colors/hues mixed with black to make darker hues.
Tints are colors/hues mixed with white to make lighter hues.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Primary
Secondary
Tint
Shade
Warm Colors
Cool Colors
Tertiary Colors
Complementary Colors
Blending
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Gradient
Adjacent
Hue
Vibrant

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Demonstrate the proper use of and understanding of painting media.
● Recognize and use the complimentary colors in a work of art. Mary Blair Cities
● Paint with a variety of painting materials (e.g. watercolor, tempera, tempera cakes, painting crayons).
● Paint with a variety of tools (e.g. brushed, fingers, sponges, cardboard) - Aboriginal Art
● Produce a color wheel mixing  primary, secondary and tertiary colors - Color Wheel Eye
● Use the watercolor (resist) method- Jen Aranya Landscape/Colorful Animal Portraits

21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Fifth
Unit 3: Art Movements/Culture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.5.Re.7a, 1.5.5.Re.7b, 1.5.5.Cn.10a, 1.5.5.Cn.10b, 1.5.5.Cn.11a, 1.5.5.Cn.11b

Essential Questions:
What is Art?
What kind of art do other cultures make?
What do works from around the world have in
common?
How/Where do artists get their ideas?
What can we learn in studying the art of
others?
How do artists use tools, techniques and materials
to express their ideas?

Enduring Understandings:
Art reflects as well as shapes culture and society.
Artists use tools, techniques and materials to express their ideas.
Arts have both an historical and distinctive
relationship to various cultures.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Lines
Shape
Form
Traditions
Repetition
Motif
Pattern
Folding
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Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Create works of art that reflects culture and society - Bamboo Paintings, Totem Poles, African Masks,

Aboriginal Dot Art, Egyptian Portraits, Origami
● Compare artists from different world cultures.
● Explore the elements of culture and tradition through mask making.
● Identify and describe specific works of art belonging to particular cultures, times, and places.
● Students explore their own culture as reflected through the Arts.

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Fifth
Unit 4: Collage/Assemblage - Texture

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.45Cr.1a, 1.5.5.Cr.1b, 1.5.5.Cr.2a, 1.5.5.Cr.2b, 1.5.5.Cr.2c, 1.5.5.Cr.3a, 1.5.45Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
What is collage?
How do artists combine different mediums to
create unique forms of art?
How do artists arrange a composition using
various materials in a collage?

Enduring Understandings:
Artists use a variety of tools and materials to make art. Various
materials can be used to create works of art. Artists arrange and
rearrange objects in a collage in order to create interesting works
of art. Art can be created using non-traditional material.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Line
Texture
Shape
Space
Form
Pattern
Smooth
Bumpy
Hard
Implied
Composition
Arrange
Collage
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Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Combine materials to create a landscape showing perspective techniques. Castle with Dragon
● Create a radial design using mixed media.
● Tear paper to create unique textures and create various collages.
● Create a paper mosaic using pattern and repetition. Mandala
● Printed pattern design  (Stamps)

Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.

Grade Level: Fifth
Unit 5: Ceramics - Form

Suggested Timeline:
Approximately 4-8 Class Periods

NJSL-VPA:
1.5.45Cr.1a, 1.5.5.Cr.1b, 1.5.5.Cr.2a, 1.5.5.Cr.2b, 1.5.5.Cr.2c, 1.5.5.Cr.3a, 1.5.45Cr.3b

Essential Questions:
How does an  artist create forms though shapes?
What is the difference between a shape and
form? How does art affect (interact with) our
physical space?

Enduring Understandings:
Understand the difference between space and form. Fill spaces
with shapes and forms to create art. The scope of a three
dimensional work of art can create emotional and physical
responses in the viewer.

Instructional Materials/Resources:
Posters
Project Samples
Various Art Supplies
Instructional Videos
Worksheets
Picture Books
Internet Websites/Powerpoints

Suggested Vocabulary:
Height
Width
Depth
Form
Geometric Form
Sculpture
Scale
Kiln
Fired
Knead
Slip
Score
Sculpture

Recommended Instructional Activities:
● Explore various materials to create sculptures with clay, paper, wood, metal or paper mache.
● Combine two construction techniques in a single clay piece. Gnomes/Clay Dragon Eyes.
● Create an additive sculpture using wire. 3-D Action Figures
● Design and build a freestanding sculpture.  Totem Poles
● Understand the basics of how and why clay is “fired’.
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Technology/21st Century/Cross-curricular Connections:
NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.5.CAP.1; 9.4.5.CI.1; 9.4.5.CT.1; 9.4.2.GCA.1; 9.4.5.TL.1
Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:
Assessments may include rubric, teacher observation, portfolio review and teacher created assessments.
Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Appendix for modifications for Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.
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Middle School Overview

As in elementary school, art in the Middle School follows a sequential body of content
knowledge and skills that continually broadens learners’ experiences with and understandings of
visual expression. Young adolescents begin to explore, organize, understand, and evaluate their
abilities. As they observe and discuss the visual environment, they extend previous learning and
deepen art knowledge, flexibility, and curiosity.  Middle school courses lay the foundation for
more advanced work at the high school level by providing students with opportunities to:

Express personal ideas
Explore a wide variety of media
Collaborate on group projects
Relate art to social, environmental, and political issues.

Art as a means of self-expression is of primary importance in grades 6–8. Students become more
independent by producing expressive pieces that are meaningful to them. Adolescents grow in
their abilities to observe, experience, and express individual ideas, images, and feelings in
innovative and effective ways. Teachers encourage exploration and experimentation through
individualized instruction that meets the varied needs of young adolescents.  Students are engaged
in problem solving and creative thinking as they compare and contrast ideas.

Students learn the use of tools such as perspective and learn to elaborate and manipulate images to
suit a specific purpose or idea. Two- and three-dimensional media include drawing, painting,
printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, fiber art, and electronic media.

Adolescents continue to develop an appreciation of art. Effective teachers provide many
opportunities for students to experience contemporary art, works from the past, and artworks from
other cultures. Learners develop appreciation of other cultures through exposure to many different
cultural understandings of art.
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Lumberton School District
Art Curriculum

Sixth - Eighth Grade

By sixth grade, children begin to identify themselves as individuals.  Their minds and bodies are maturing,
providing them with greater coordination.  They are ready for more complicated endeavors of longer duration and
they can work in a group activity with greater success.

Students in seventh grade have reached the figurative stage of artistic development.  During this stage the
student uses visual symbolism to help understand and solidify concepts.  It serves as a means of changing or
affecting the cultural environment, as well as a way of adjusting to it.  Abstract thought begins to emerge and
emotions are portrayed in their artwork.

Prior to eighth grade, during the previous stages of development, the child worked in a much more intuitive
manner, but in eighth grade, the child is conscious, even self-conscious, about their artwork.  The student purposely
tries to create artwork that will cause the observer to understand the more complex and abstract concept that they
are presenting.  A more sophisticated handling of materials and a greater degree of perceptual or aesthetic
sensitivity is required.

1.5 Visual Arts Standards by the End of Grade 8

Stage 1: Desired Results

Unit Title / Big Idea
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.

Creating

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade appropriate level...

• Art is a universal language. Visual
communication through art crosses cultural
and language barriers throughout time.

• The creation of art is driven by the principles
of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis,
proportion, and rhythm/movement.

• Themes in art are often communicated
through symbolism, allegory or irony. There
are a wide variety of art mediums each
having appropriate tools and processes for
the production of artworks.  Fluency in these
tools and technologies is a key component of
art-making.

• The visual possibilities and inherent qualities
of traditional and contemporary art materials
(including digital media) may inform choices
about visual communication and art-making
techniques.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade appropriate
level…

• Incorporate various art elements and principles
of balance, harmony, unity, emphasis,
proportion, and rhythm/movement in the
creation of two and three-dimensional artworks
in a broad array of artistic mediums to enhance
the expression of creative ideas.

• Apply various art media, art mediums,
technologies, and processes in the creation of
allegorical, theme based, two and
three-dimensional works of art,  using tools and
technologies appropriate to theme and goals.

• Synthesize the physical properties, processes,
and techniques for visual communication in
multiple media (including digital media) and
apply this knowledge to the creation of original
artworks.

66



Standards for Visual Arts

Anchor Standard 1 - Generating and conceptualizing ideas.
Enduring!Understanding:Creativity and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be
developed. Artists and designers shape artistic investigations, following or breaking with traditions in pursuit of creative
art-making goals.
Essential Questions: What role does art play in our lives? Why is it important to experience a variety of formats
and techniques for effective visual communication? How can art portray different views, opinions, emotions, and
interpretations? What role do established traditions play in creating art?

Explore Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.1a
Combine concepts
collaboratively to generate
innovative ideas for
creating art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.1a
Conceptualize early stages
of the creative process,
including applying methods
to overcome creative blocks
or take risks and document
the process in various
media.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.1a
Conceptualize early stages of the creative
process, including applying methods to
overcome creative blocks or take risks and
document the process in various media.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.1b
Formulate an artistic
investigation of personally
relevant content for
creating art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.1b
Develop criteria to guide
making a work of art or
design to meet an identified
goal.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.1b
Develop criteria, set goals and collaboratively
investigate an aspect of life using
contemporary practice of art or design.

Anchor Standard 2 - Organize and develop artistic ideas
Enduring!Understanding:Artists and designers experiment with form, structure, material, concepts, media and
art-making approaches. Artists and designers balance experimentation and safety, freedom and responsibility,
while developing /creating artworks. People create and interact with objects, places, and designs that define,
shape, enhance, and empower their lives.
Essential Questions: How do artists/designers work? How do artists/designers learn from trial and error? How do artists
care for and maintain materials? How do artists/designers communicate ideas through art?

Investigate Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.2aD
Demonstrate openness in
trying new  ideas,
materials, methods and
approaches in making
works of art and design.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.2a
Demonstrate persistence in
developing skills with
various materials, methods,
and approaches in creating
works of art or design.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.2a
Demonstrate persistence and willingness to
experiment and take risks during the artistic
process.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.2b
Explain environmental
implications of
conservation, care, and
cleanup of art materials,
tools, and equipment.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.2b
Demonstrate awareness of
ethical responsibility to
oneself and others when
posting and sharing images
and other materials through
the Internet, social media,
and other communication

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.2b
Demonstrate awareness of ethical
responsibility as applied to artmaking,
including environmental implications,
appropriation and intellectual property ethics.
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formats.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.2c
Design or redesign
objects, places, or systems
that meet the identified
needs of diverse users.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.2c
Apply, organize and
strategize methods for
design and redesign of
objects, places. Systems,
images and words to clearly
communicate information to
a diverse audience.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.2c
Apply, organize and strategize methods for
design and redesign of objects, places.
Systems, images and words to clearly
communicate information to a diverse
audience.

Anchor Standard 3 - Refine and Complete Artistic Work
Enduring!Understanding:Artists and designers develop excellence through practice and constructive critique,
reflecting on revising and refining art work.
Essential Questions: What role does persistence play in revising, refining and developing work? How do artists grow and
become accomplished in art forms? How does collaborative reflection help to experience art more completely?

Reflect Refine
continue

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.3a
Examine and reflect on
one's work to plan
revisions and formulate an
artistic statement.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.3a.
Reflect on and explain
important information about
personal artwork in an artist
statement or another format.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.3a
Use criteria to examine, reflect on and plan
revisions for a work of art and create an
artistic statement.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.3b
Choose from among
experimental approaches
and techniques to
determine the most
effective solution.
.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.3b
Choose from among
experimental approaches
and techniques to determine
the most effective solution.
.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.3b
Analyze and choose from among various
experimental approaches and techniques to
determine the most effective and innovative
solution.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.3c
Utilize personal reflection
and critical  feedback to
refine technical
proficiency,  intentionality,
aesthetic judgment and
expressive capability.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.3c
Utilize personal reflection
and critical feedback to
refine technical proficiency,
intentionality, aesthetic
judgment and expressive
capability.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.3c
Utilize personal reflection and various
sources of  critical feedback to refine
technical proficiency,  intentionality, aesthetic
judgment and expressive capability.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.CR.3d
Write an artist statement
utilizing art vocabularies
demonstrating choices
made in art:making.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.CR.3d
Reflect on whether one’s
artwork  conveys the
intended meaning and
revise accordingly.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.CR.3d
Reflect on whether one’s artwork is critically
understood and conveys the intended
meaning and revise or refine accordingly.

Unit Title / Big Idea
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas
and work.

Presenting
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Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level...
● Each art form and the artists

who create them have distinct
characteristics.

● Symbols convey meaning agreed
upon by a group or culture.
Manipulation of the basic
elements of art and principles of
design for personal expression
results in visual communication
that may be relevant in  a variety
of settings. (e.g., sharing ideas
primarily through visual means),
(e.g., line, color, shape, form,
texture, and space), (e.g.,
balance, proportion, rhythm,
emphasis, and unity)

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…
● Use imagination to create a story based on an arts

experience that communicates an emotion or feeling in
each of the art forms.

● Use symbols to create works of art based on selected age
appropriate themes using  oral stories as a basis for
pictorial representation. (e.g., family, friends, neighbors,
sports, animals)

Standards for Visual Arts

Anchor Standard 4: Present: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation.
Should be: Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to create products. They put it as - Refine and
complete artistic work.
Enduring Understanding: Artists/designers consider various techniques, methods, venues, and criteria when analyzing,
selecting, and cutting objects, artifacts, and artworks for preservation and presentation.
Essential Question: How are artworks cared for and by whom? What criteria, methods and processes are used to select
work for preservation or presentation? Why do people value objects, artifacts and artworks and select them for
presentation?

Analyze Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.4a
Individually or
collaboratively plan,
prepare, and present
selected works for display
and include informational
materials for the viewer.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.4a
Compare and contrast how
technologies have changed
the way artwork is
preserved, presented, and
experienced.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.4a
Investigate and analyze ways artwork is
presented, preserved and experienced,
including use of evolving technology.
Evaluate a collection or presentation based on
this criterion.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.4b
Collect and organize a
body of) evidence that
reflects the artistic process

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.4b
Present and defend a body
of  evidence that shows the
artistic process and prepare

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.4b
Present and defend a body of  evidence that
shows the artistic process and prepare it for
presentation (e.g.) sketchbook, portfolio,
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and prepare it for
presentation
(e.g.)sketchbook, digital
format ).

it for presentation (e.g.)
sketchbook, portfolio,
digital format .

digital format. Synthesize constructive
feedback to refine works of art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.4c
Write an artist’s statement
that  reflects their learning.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.4c
Write an artist statement
that  includes  artistic
intention, processes, and
specialized language.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.4c
Compose an artist statement that includes
artistic intention, processes, beliefs and ideals
and specialized language.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.4d
Analyze how past, present
and emerging technologies
have impacted the
preservation of artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.4d
Analyze similarities and
differences  associated with
preserving and presenting
2D,3D,and digital artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.4d
Analyze similarities and differences
associated with preserving and presenting
2D,3D,and digital artwork.

Anchor Standard 5: Present: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation
Enduring Understanding: Artist/designers, curators and others consider a variety of factors and methods including
evolving technologies when preparing and refining artwork for display and preservation.
Essential Question: What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for presentation or preservation?
How does refining artwork affect its meaning to the viewer? What criteria are considered when selecting artwork for
presentation?

Select Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.5a
Individually or
collaboratively, develop
visual plans for displaying
artwork, the needs of the
viewer, and the layout of
the exhibit.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.5a
Based on criteria, analyze
and evaluate methods for
preparing and presenting
art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.5a
Individually or collaboratively prepare and
present theme-based artwork for display and
formulate exhibition narratives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Explore careers and
professions in visual arts

NJSLS-CLKS
Explore careers and
professions in visual arts

NJSLS-CLKS
Explore careers and professions in visual arts

Anchor Standard 6: Present: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.
Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts and artworks collected, preserved or presented either by artists/designers,
museums or other venues communicate meaning and a record of social, cultural and political experiences resulting in the
cultivating of appreciation and understanding.
Essential Question: What is an art museum? How does presenting and sharing of objects, artifacts and artworks influence
and shape ideas, beliefs, and experiences? How collection, preservation and presentation of artworks, objects and artifacts
cultivate appreciation and understanding?

Share Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.6a
Compare and contrast
viewing and experiencing

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.6a
Access, explain and provide
evidence  of how museums

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.6a
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collections and exhibitions
in different venues.

or other venues reflect
history and values of a
community.

Analyze how exhibitions in different venues
communicate meaning and influence ideas,
beliefs and experiences.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.6b
Select art objects for
personal portfolio and
display and explain why
they were chosen.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.6b
Discuss the roles and
responsibilities of a curator,
understanding the skills and
knowledge needed in
presenting objects, artifacts,
and artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.6b
Discuss the roles and  responsibilities of
curators and collectors, understanding the
skills and knowledge needed in presenting
and preserving objects, artifacts, and artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.6c
Select and analyze
possibilities and
limitations of a variety of
spaces, including digital,
for exhibiting artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.6c
Understand the similarities
and differences associated
in presenting two
dimensional, three
dimensional, and digital
artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.6c
Understand and synthesize the similarities
and differences associated in creating and
presenting two dimensional, three
dimensional, and digital artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.PR.6d
Examine and analyze how
past, present, and
emerging technologies
have impacted the
preservation and
presentation of artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.PR.6d
Examine and analyze how
past, present, and emerging
technologies have impacted
the preservation and
presentation of artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.PR.6d
Analyze and describe the impact that an
exhibition or collection has on personal
awareness of social, cultural or political
beliefs and understandings.

Unit Title / Big Idea
To recognize and analyze artistic work.

Respond

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level...

• Relative merits of works of art
can be qualitative and
quantitatively assessed using
observable criteria.

• Visual artwork from diverse
cultures and historical eras have
distinct characteristics and
common themes revealed by
contextual clues within the works
of art.

• Constructive criticism is an
important evaluative tool that
enables artists to communicate
more effectively.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

• Observe the basic arts elements in performances and
exhibitions and use them to formulate objective assessments
of artworks in visual art.

• Identify characteristics of theme-based artworks, such as
family and community, from various historical periods and
world cultures.

• Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and
receiving responses to performances.

Standards for Visual Arts
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Anchor Standard 7: Respond: To recognize and analyze artistic work
Enduring Understanding: Engaging in and reflecting on art supports understanding and appreciation to self, others, the
natural world, and constructed environments. Art/design and images influence understanding of and responses to the world.
Essential Question:

Perceive Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Re.7a
Identify and interpret
works of art or  design that
reveal how people live
around the world and what
they value.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Re.7a
Explain how the method of
display, the location, and the
experience of an artwork
influence how it is
perceived and valued.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Re.7a
Explain how a person’s aesthetic choice is
influenced by culture and environment and
how they impact the way in which visual
messages are perceived and conveyed.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Re.7b
Analyze ways that visual
components and cultural
associations suggested by
images influence ideas,
emotions, and actions.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Re.7b
Analyze multiple ways that
images influence specific
audiences.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Re.7b
Compare and contrast cultural and social
contexts of visual arts and how they influence
ideas and emotions.
​​

Anchor Standard 8: Respond: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work
Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art
criticism/critical inquiry.
Essential Question: What is the value in engaging in the process of art criticism? How can a viewer “read” a work of art?
How does knowing and using visual art vocabulary help us understand and interpret works of art?

Interprete Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Re.8a
Interpret art by
distinguishing between
relevant and non-relevant
contextual information and
analyzing subject matter,
characteristics of form and
structure, and use of media
to identify ideas and mood
conveyed.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Re.8a
Interpret art by analyzing
artmaking approaches, the
characteristics of form and
structure, relevant
contextual information,
subject matter, and use of
media to identify ideas and
mood conveyed.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Re.8a
Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction
of subject matter, characteristics of form and
structure, use of media, art making
approaches, and relevant contextual
information contributes to understanding
messages or ideas and mood conveyed.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Re.8b
Speculate ways in which
art influences human
experiences.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Re.8b
Theorize ways in which art
influences perception and
understanding of human
experiences.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Re.8b
Hypothesize ways in which art influences
perception and understanding of human
experiences.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Re.8c
Evaluate art’s
effectiveness to influence
ideas, feelings, and

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Re.8c
Evaluate art’s effectiveness
to influence ideas, feelings,

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Re.8c
Evaluate the effectiveness of visual artworks
to influence ideas, feelings, and behaviors of
specific audiences.
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behaviors of specific
audiences.

and behaviors of specific
audiences.

Anchor Standard 9: Respond: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work
Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various criteria.
Essential Question: How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? How and why might criteria vary? How is
a personal preference different from an evaluation?

Analyze Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Re.9a
Develop and apply
relevant criteria to
evaluate a work of art

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Re.9a
Give reasonable evidence to
support an evaluation of art.
Compare and explain the
difference between an
evaluation of an artwork
based on personal criteria
and an evaluation of an
artwork based on a set of
established criteria.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Re.9a
Create a convincing and logical argument to
support an evaluation of art. Explain the
difference between personal and established
criteria for evaluating artwork.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Re.9b
Interpret an artwork or
collection of works,
supported by sufficient
evidence found in the
work.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Re.9b
Interpret an artwork or
collection of works,
supported by sufficient
evidence found in the work
and its various contexts.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Re.9b
Interpret an artwork or collection of works,
supported by relevant and sufficient evidence
found in the work and its various contexts.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Re.9c
Establish relevant criteria
in order to evaluate a work
of art or collection of
works.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Re.9c
Establish relevant criteria in
order to evaluate a work of
art or collection of works.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Re.9c
Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate
a work of art or collection of works.

NJSLS-CLKS
Respond to the use of
professional and
commercial  art in our
everyday lives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Respond to the use of
professional and
commercial  art in our
everyday lives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Respond to the use of  professional and
commercial  art in our everyday lives.

Unit Title / Big Idea
Relate , synthesize and express both
knowledge and personal experiences as a
way to participate in the arts.

Connect

Suggested Time Frame Ongoing and continuous during projects

Knowledge:
Students will know at a grade
appropriate level...

• visual art has distinct
characteristics, as do the
artists who create them.

Skills:
Students will be able to at a grade
appropriate level…

• 1.4.2.A.2 Compare and contrast culturally and historically
diverse works of art that evoke emotion and that
communicate cultural meaning.
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• artwork from diverse
cultures and historical eras
have distinct characteristics
and common themes revealed
by contextual clues within the
works of arts.

• The function and purpose of
art making across cultures is a
reflection of societal values
and beliefs.

• 1.2.2.A.1 Identify characteristics theme-based artworks, such
as artworks  based on themes of family and community, from
various historical periods and world cultures.

• 1.2.2.A.2 Identify how artists reflect, and are affected by past
and present cultures.

Standards for Visual Arts

Anchor Standard 10: Connect: Relate, synthesize and express both knowledge of and personal experiences as a way to
participate in art
Enduring Understanding: Participation in the arts encourages people to connect experiences to construct meaning.
Essential Question: How does engaging in creating art enrich people's lives? How does making art attune people to their
surroundings? How do people contribute to awareness and understanding of their lives and the lives of their communities
through artmaking?

Synthesize Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Cn.10a
Generate a collection of
ideas reflecting current
interests and concerns  that
could be investigated in art
making.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Cn.10a
Individually or
collaboratively create visual
documentation of places
and times in which people
gather to make and
experience art or design in
the community.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Cn.10a
Generate ideas to make art individually or
collectively to positively reflect a group’s
identity.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Cn.10b
Develop ideas from early
stages to fully elaborated
ideas.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Cn.10b
Document the process of
developing ideas from early
stages to fully elaborated
ideas.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Cn.10b
Document the process of developing ideas
from early stages to fully elaborated ideas.

NJSLS-CLKS
Make connections with
how people interact with
professional and
commercial  art in their
everyday lives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Make connections with how
people interact with
professional and
commercial  art in their
everyday lives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Make connections with how people interact
with  professional and commercial  art in
their everyday lives.

Anchor Standard 11: Connect: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and historical context to deepen
understanding and relevancy
Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understanding of society, culture, and history through their
interactions with an analysis of art.
Essential Question: How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places and cultures? How is art
used to impact the views of society? How does art preserve aspects of life?
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Relate Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Cn.11a
Analyze how art reflects
changing times, traditions,
resources, and  cultural
uses.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Cn.11a
Analyze how response to art
is influenced by
understanding the time and
place in which it was created,
the available resources, and
cultural uses.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Cn.11a
Analyze and contrast how art forms are used
to represent, establish, reinforce and reflect
group identity and culture.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Cn.11b
Examine and discuss
ethical issues in art and art
making processes (i.e.)
plagiarism, appropriation,
copyright.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Cn.11b
Examine, discuss, and
explain  ethical issues in art
and art making  processes
(i.e.) plagiarism,
appropriation, copyright,
media and visual literacy .

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Cn.11b
Analyze and contrast how art forms are used
to reflect global issues, including climate
change.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Cn.11c
Identify the influence of
culture, traditions and
history on personal
responses to art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Cn.11c
Identify the influence of
culture, traditions and history
on personal responses to art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Cn.11c
Describe how knowledge of culture,
traditions and history may influence
personal responses to art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.6.Cn.11d
Describe how knowledge
of global issues, including
climate change, may
influence personal
responses to art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.7.Cn.11d
Describe how knowledge of
global issues, including
climate change, may
influence personal responses
to art.

NJSL-VPA1.5.8.Cn.11d
Describe how knowledge of global issues,
including climate change, may influence
personal responses to art.

NJSLS-CLKS
Describe how professional
and commercial  artists
use the visual arts to
communicate with people
in their everyday lives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Describe how professional
and commercial  artists use
the visual arts to
communicate with people in
their everyday lives.

NJSLS-CLKS
Describe how professional and commercial
artists use the visual arts to communicate
with people in their everyday lives.

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Performance Task(s): Other evidence

Completion of projects, that reflect a
specific learning objective and meet the
appropriate standards and appropriate for
grade level.
Completion of various visual art
projects using styles and techniques of
various cultures and artists through
time, to meet appropriate standards and
appropriate for grade level

• Informal assessment of creative use of information and
resources provided.

• Informal assessment identifying common and distinctive
characteristics of artwork.

• Informal assessment identifying significant contributions
of various artists and cultures throughout history.

• Informal assessment of student ability to engage in the
critical process (i.e., written).
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Stage 3: Learning Plan

Instructional Strategies

The teacher will develop a variety of projects to meet the appropriate standards, utilizing the Elements of Art, and the
Principles of Design.

Additional learning activities and artistic projects will be included at the discretion of the instructor to meet appropriate
standards. These activities are reflective of school/community/cultural awareness and include, but are not limited to the
activities listed. These activities include student critiques, project evaluations, re-imagining and remixing artwork, essay/video
responses. Student historical research projects, exploring historical artistic cultures of Native Peoples of the Americas, studying
historic and cultural contributions to the arts by diverse groups including but not limited to members of the African American, LatinX
and LGBTQ+ communities. Exploring and understanding historical events such as slavery in America, Amistad and the Holocaust
through the lens of visual arts. Using recycled material to create art as a conversation about climate change.

Pacing Guide
During each lesson, an instructor will address the four artistic processes: Creating, performing, responding and
connecting.

Unit Topic Unit # Unit Length

Portraiture I 5-7 Class Periods

Still life II 5-7 Class Periods

Landscape III 5-7 Class Periods

Art Movements/Art History IV 5-7 Class Periods

Collage/Assemblages V 5-7 Class Periods

Ceramics/Pottery VI 5-7 Class Periods

Accommodations and Modifications
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Visual Arts Units – 6th Grade
Unit:

UNIT 1 – Portraiture

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.6.CR.1b, 1.5.6.CR.3a, 1.5.6.CR.3d, 1.5.6.Re.7a, 1.5.6.Re.8c, 1.5.6.Cn.11a, NJSLS-CLKS
Essential Questions:

● What is a portrait?
● Why make self-portraits?
● Who are some famous portrait artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Portraits are documents of the portrait’s sitter.
● Elements of the portrait influence the perception of the sitter.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Portraiture, Sitter, Foreground,

Background, Proportion,  Anatomy

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research famous portraits.
● Practice, review anatomy and proportion of facial features
● Practice, explore various media and techniques used to create portraiture art.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 2 – Still Life

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.6.CR.1b, 1.5.6.CR.3a, 1.5.6.CR.3d, 1.5.6.Re.7a, 1.5.6.Re.7b, 1.5.6.Re.8c, 1.5.6.Cn.10a, 1.5.6.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is a Still Life?
● Why make Still lifes?
● Who are some famous/important Still

life painters?

Enduring Understandings:

● Still lifes can be realistic or abstract.
● Objects of a still life can create a mood or tell a visual story.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Background, Middle Ground,

Foreground, contour, emphasis,  inanimate

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research still life works of art.
● Practice, review foreground, middle ground and background
● Practice, explore shading, highlights and contour.
● Practice creating various still lifes through designing, composing and illustrating still lifes using various

materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 3 – Landscape

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.6.CR.1b, 1.5.6.CR.3a, 1.5.6.CR.3d, 1.5.6.Re.7a, 1.5.6.Re.7b, 1.5.6.Re.8c, 1.5.6.Cn.10a, 1.5.6.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is a Landscape?
● Why make Landscape artwork?
● Who are some famous Landscape

artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Landscapes can be realistic or abstract.
● Landscapes can capture and preserve a moment in time.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Background, Middle Ground,

Foreground, horizon, perspective, Vanishing Point

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research Landscape works of art.
● Practice, review foreground, middle ground and background
● Practice, explore linear perspective.
● Practice creating various Landscapes through composition and create landscapes using various materials and

techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 4 – Art Movements

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.6.CR.1b, 1.5.6.CR.3a, 1.5.6.CR.3d, 1.5.6.Re.7a, 1.5.6.Re.7b, 1.5.6.Re.8c, 1.5.6.Cn.10a, 1.5.6.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is the Renaissance?
● Who are some famous Renaissance

artists?
● What is Pop Art?
● Who are some famous Pop Artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Renaissance Artists practiced various other disciplines
such as math and science.

● Pop art is about popular and everyday subjects.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Renaissance, observation, experimentation, ornate, realism,

stylized, juxtaposition, repetition.

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research Renaissance works of art.
● Study, explore, research Pop Art artists.
● Practice, explore linear perspective.
● Practice creating Pop Art using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 5 – Collage

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.6.CR.1b, 1.5.6.CR.3a, 1.5.6.CR.3d, 1.5.6.Re.7a, 1.5.6.Re.7b, 1.5.6.Re.8c, 1.5.6.Cn.10a, 1.5.6.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is collage?
● Who are some artists who used collage

medium?

Enduring Understandings:

● Collage is an abstract form of art.
● Collage can be created using multi-mediums..

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Glue
● Scissors
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Collage, juxtaposition, abstract, stylized, movement, composition.

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research collage works of art.
● Study, explore, research collage artists.
● Practice creating collage using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 6 – Pottery/Sculpture

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.6.CR.1b, 1.5.6.CR.3a, 1.5.6.CR.3d, 1.5.6.Re.7a, 1.5.6.Re.7b, 1.5.6.Re.8c, 1.5.6.Cn.10a, 1.5.6.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is pottery?
● What is form?

Enduring Understandings:

● All of civilization creates pottery. .
● Pottery can tell us a lot about the history of a civilization.
● Creating pottery requires scientific knowledge.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● clay
● glaze
● ceramic tools
● kiln

Suggested Vocabulary:

Ceramic, kiln, pottery, glaze, knead, pottery wheel, form.

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, pottery and ceramic works of art.
● Study, explore, research pottery artists.
● Practice creating pottery using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students

Visual Arts Units – 7th Grade
Unit:

UNIT 1 – Portraiture

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes
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NJSL-VPA:

11.5.7.CR.1b, 1.5.7.CR.3a, 1.5.7.CR.3d, 1.5.7.Re.7a, 1.5.7.Re.8c, 1.5.7.Cn.11a, NJSLS-CLKS
Essential Questions:

● What is a portrait?
● Why make self-portraits?
● Who are some famous portrait artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Portraits are documents of the portrait’s sitter.
● Many artist create self-portraits
● Elements of the portrait influence the perception of the

sitter.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Portraiture, Sitter, Foreground,

Background, Proportion,  Anatomy, profile, frontal, texture, value

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research famous self-portraits.
● Practice, review anatomy and proportion of facial features
● Practice, explore various media and techniques used to create self-portraiture art.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● Technology, History, Social Studies

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 2 – Still Life

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.7.CR.1b, 1.5.7.CR.3a, 1.5.7.CR.3d, 1.5.7.Re.7a, 1.5.7.Re.7b, 1.5.7.Re.8c, 1.5.7.Cn.10a, 1.5.7.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is a Still Life?
● Why make Still lifes?
● Who are some famous/important Still

life painters?

Enduring Understandings:

● Still lifes can be realistic or abstract.
● Objects of a still life can create a mood or tell a visual

story.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Background, Middle Ground,

Foreground, contour, emphasis,  inanimate, picture plane, point of view,

overlap, foreshorten

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research still life works of art.
● Observe and study still life compositions in classroom
● Practice, review foreground, middle ground and background
● Practice, explore shading, highlights and contour.
● Practice creating various still lifes through designing, composing and illustrating still lifes using various

materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 3 – Landscape

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.7.CR.1b, 1.5.7.CR.3a, 1.5.7.CR.3d, 1.5.7.Re.7a, 1.5.7.Re.7b, 1.5.7.Re.8c, 1.5.7.Cn.10a, 1.5.7.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is a Landscape?
● Why make Landscape artwork?
● Who are some famous Landscape

artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Landscapes can be realistic or abstract.
● Landscapes can capture and preserve a moment in time.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Background, Middle Ground,

Foreground, horizon, perspective, Vanishing Point, cityscape, seascape,

emphasis, distance, overlap, aerial perspective

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research Landscape works of art.
● Practice, review foreground, middle ground and background
● Practice, explore linear perspective.
● Practice creating various Landscapes through composition and create landscapes using various materials

and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 4 – Art Movements

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.7.CR.1b, 1.5.7.CR.3a, 1.5.7.CR.3d, 1.5.7.Re.7a, 1.5.7.Re.7b, 1.5.7.Re.8c, 1.5.7.Cn.10a, 1.5.7.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is an impressionist painting?
● Who are some famous impressionist

artists?
● What is Graffiti Art?
● Who are some famous graffiti Artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Impressionist artists capture the feeling of their subjects.
● Graffiti Artists practiced their art.
● Graffiti is a style of art. Vandalism is an appropriation of

someone else's space.
● Graffiti art is stylized and abstract.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Impressionist, observation, experimentation, realism, stylized,

juxtaposition, repetition, vandalism, radiant, vibrant, lettering.

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research impressionist works of art.
● Study, explore, research graffiti  works of art.
● Study, explore, research graffiti Art artists.
● Practice, impressionist style painting.
● Practice creating graffiti Art using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 5 – Collage

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.7.CR.1b, 1.5.7.CR.3a, 1.5.7.CR.3d, 1.5.7.Re.7a, 1.5.7.Re.7b, 1.5.7.Re.8c, 1.5.7.Cn.10a, 1.5.7.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is collage?
● Who are some artists who used collage

medium?

Enduring Understandings:

● Collage is an abstract form of art.
● Collage can be created using multi-mediums..

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Glue
● Scissors
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Collage, juxtaposition, abstract, stylized, movement, composition,

proportion, focal point, paste, backing

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research collage works of art.
● Study, explore, research collage artists.
● Practice creating collage using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 6 – Pottery/Sculpture

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.7.CR.1b, 1.5.7.CR.3a, 1.5.7.CR.3d, 1.5.7.Re.7a, 1.5.7.Re.7b, 1.5.7.Re.8c, 1.5.7.Cn.10a, 1.5.7.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is pottery?
● What is form?

Enduring Understandings:

● All of civilization creates pottery. .
● Pottery can tell us a lot about the history of a civilization.
● Creating pottery requires scientific knowledge.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● clay
● glaze
● ceramic tools
● kiln

Suggested Vocabulary:

Ceramic, kiln, pottery, glaze, knead, pottery wheel, form.

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, pottery and ceramic works of art.
● Study, explore, research pottery artists.
● Practice creating pottery using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students

Visual Arts Units – 8th Grade
Unit:

UNIT 1 – Portraiture

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes
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NJSL-VPA:

1.5.8.CR.1b, 1.5.8.CR.3a, 1.5.8.CR.3d, 1.5.7.Re.7a, 1.5.8.Re.8c, 1.5.8.Cn.11a, NJSLS-CLKS
Essential Questions:

● What is a portrait?
● Why make self-portraits?
● Who are some famous portrait artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Portraits are documents of the portrait’s sitter.
● Elements of the portrait influence the perception of the sitter.
● The artist's message and the sitter's presentation create the

perception of the sitter.
● Portraits can be realistic, symbolic or idealistic.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Portraiture, Sitter, Foreground,

Background, Proportion,  Anatomy, profile, realism

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research famous portraits.
● Practice, review anatomy and proportion of facial features
● Practice, explore various media and techniques used to create portraiture art.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 2 – Still Life

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.8.CR.1b, 1.5.8.CR.3a, 1.5.8.CR.3d, 1.5.8.Re.7a, 1.5.8.Re.7b, 1.5.8.Re.8c, 1.5.8.Cn.10a, 1.5.8.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is a Still Life?
● Why make Still lifes?
● Who are some famous/important Still

life painters?

Enduring Understandings:

● Still lifes can be realistic or abstract.
● Objects of a still life can create a mood or tell a visual story.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Background, Middle Ground,

Foreground, contour, emphasis,  inanimate

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research still life works of art.
● Practice, review foreground, middle ground and background
● Practice, explore shading, highlights and contour.
● Practice creating various still lifes through designing, composing and illustrating still lifes using various

materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 3 – Landscape

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.8.CR.1b, 1.5.8.CR.3a, 1.5.8.CR.3d, 1.5.8.Re.7a, 1.5.8.Re.7b, 1.5.8.Re.8c, 1.5.8.Cn.10a, 1.5.8.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is a Landscape?
● Why make Landscape artwork?
● Who are some famous Landscape

artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Landscapes can be realistic or abstract.
● Landscapes can capture and preserve a moment in time.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Composition, Abstract, Balance, Background, Middle Ground,

Foreground, horizon, perspective, Vanishing Point

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research Landscape works of art.
● Practice, review foreground, middle ground and background
● Practice, explore linear perspective.
● Practice creating various Landscapes through composition and create landscapes using various materials and

techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 4 – Art Movements/Culture

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.8.CR.1b, 1.5.8.CR.3a, 1.5.8.CR.3d, 1.5.8.Re.7a, 1.5.8.Re.7b, 1.5.8.Re.8c, 1.5.8.Cn.10a, 1.5.8.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is the Renaissance?
● Who are some famous Renaissance

artists?
● What is Pop Art?
● Who are some famous Pop Artists?

Enduring Understandings:

● Renaissance Artists practiced various other disciplines such
as math and science.

● Pop art is about popular and everyday subjects.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Renaissance, observation, experimentation, ornate, realism,

stylized, juxtaposition, repetition.

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research Renaissance works of art.
● Study, explore, research Pop Art artists.
● Practice, explore linear perspective.
● Practice creating Pop Art using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 5 – Collage

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.8.CR.1b, 1.5.8.CR.3a, 1.5.8.CR.3d, 1.5.8.Re.7a, 1.5.8.Re.7b, 1.5.8.Re.8c, 1.5.8.Cn.10a, 1.5.8.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is collage?
● Who are some artists who used collage

medium?

Enduring Understandings:

● Collage is an abstract form of art.
● Collage can be created using multi-mediums.
● Modern collage began with the cubust movement.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● Canvas board
● Paints
● Glue
● Scissors
● Illustration tools
● computer  graphic design apps

Suggested Vocabulary:

Collage, juxtaposition, abstract, stylized, movement, composition,

Papier Colié, Montage, photomontage.

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, research collage works of art.
● Study, explore, research collage artists.
● Practice creating collage using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students
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Unit:

UNIT 6 – Pottery/Sculptue

Suggested Length:

Approx. 6-7 classes

NJSL-VPA:

1.5.8.CR.1b, 1.5.8.CR.3a, 1.5.8.CR.3d, 1.5.8.Re.7a, 1.5.8.Re.7b, 1.5.8.Re.8c, 1.5.8.Cn.10a, 1.5.8.Cn.10b,
NJSLS-CLKS

Essential Questions:

● What is ceramics?
● What is form?
● What is base relief?

Enduring Understandings:

● Ceramic artwork requires familiarity with the material.
● Base relief sculptures can tell a story.
● Creating ceramics requires scientific knowledge.

Instructional Materials/Resources:

● Art magazines/books
● clay
● glaze
● ceramic tools
● kiln

Suggested Vocabulary:

Ceramic, kiln, pottery, glaze, knead, pottery wheel, form, Relief,

engrave

Recommended Instructional Activities:

● Study, explore, base relief  ceramic works of art.
● Study, explore, research base relief sculpture  artists.
● Practice creating base relief sculpture  using various materials and techniques.

Technology/21
st

Century/Cross-curricular Connections:

● NJSLS-CLKS 9.2.8.CAP.1; 9.4.8.CI.1; 9.4.8.CT.1; 9.2.8.GCA.1; 9.4.8.TL.1
● Language Arts NJLSA. R4., R7, RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3
● 21st Century  Skills – CRP1, CRP2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP12

Suggested Assessments:

Teacher Observation of students’ artwork. Review of student artist statements.

Modification/Differentiation Strategies: 
See Accommodation and Differentiation Strategies for Various Learners for suggestions for the following
students:

● Students with IEP’s
● Academically At-risk Students
● Students with 504’s
● English Language Learners
● Gifted and Talented Students

Below please find a list of suggestions for accommodations and modifications to meet the
diverse needs of our students.
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Accommodations for Various Learners
English Language Learners Students with Disabilities Gifted & Talented

1. Retell content information in
easier English

2. Use simple sentence structure
(verb-subject-object)

3. Use high frequency words
4. Avoid negative phrasing such as

all, but, except
5. Actively help students build

connections and associations in
order to access background
knowledge or previously taught
information

6. Present students with written as
well as oral messages (provide
outlines or a copy of the notes
of a classmate)

7. Always write assignments on
the chalkboard

8. Modify assignments (fewer
questions or fewer vocabulary)

9. Provide taped lessons
10. Provide concrete examples of

vocabulary words through the
use of visuals

11. Model Think Alouds to increase
student comprehension

12. Directly teach learning
strategies

13. Provide small group instruction
14. Provide preferential seating
15. Provide individual or study

carrel
16. Use color overlays or templates
17. Provide oral reading of test

questions in English
18. Provide oral reading of reading

passages in English
19. Provide frequent monitored

breaks
20. Provide extended time

1.Seat student near model (student/teacher)
2.Seat student near chalkboard
3.Use a highlight marker to identify key
words, phrases, or sentences for student to
read
4. Provide manipulative objects for student
to use in solving math problems
5. Have peers deliver directions or
explanations
6.Buddy in class to assist and clarify
7.Provide specific guidelines for prewriting
8. Provide mnemonic devices
9. Repeat major points of information
10. Provide visual cues (posters, number
lines, gestures, use of chalkboard)
11. Provide study guides
12. Highlight new vocabulary and key
words
13. Use an advanced organizer.

1. Modify the content through
acceleration, compacting, variety,
reorganization, flexible pacing,
and the use of more advance or
complex concepts, abstractions,
and materials

2. Provide content that is thematic,
broad-based, and integrative
rather than just single-subject
areas

3. Provide opportunities to
generalize, integrate, and apply
ideas to content

4. Encourage students to move
through content at their own pace

5. Provide enrichment activities for
content such as critical thinking,
problem finding, and problem
solving

6. Modify process to be more
intellectually demanding that
require a higher level of response
or open-ended questions that
stimulate inquiry, active
exploration, and discovery

7. Require students to think about
topics in more abstract and
complex ways

8. Activity selection should be based
on student interests and encourage
self-directed learning

9. Align objectives with Bloom’s
Taxonomy

10. Modify the learning environment
that encourages inquiry and
independence.  It should include a
wide variety of materials, provides
some physical movement, and
connects the school experiences
with the greater world

11. Modify product expectations and
student responses.  They should
demonstrate what they have
learned in a wide variety of forms
that both reflect knowledge and
ability to manipulate ideas

12. Assess curriculum effectiveness
by accelerating the mastery of
basic skills through testing-out
procedures and reorganization of
the curriculum according to higher
level skills and concepts

Students At-Risk
1. Provide concrete learning
experiences using manipulatives,
visuals, and/or models.
2. Provide manipulative objects for
student to use in solving math
problems.
3. Provide visual cues (posters, number
lines, gestures, use of chalkboard).
4. Break new learning into smaller
chunks with frequent practice.  For
example, if two strategies are to be
learned, teach one, followed by
practice, before teaching the second
one.
5. Tier assignments, holding these
students responsible for tasks at the
basic level.
6. Focus on helping students learn the
most essential content.
7. Provide small group instruction, with
students grouped according to need.
8. Use online assessment and
instructional programs (e.g.: Front
Row) to monitor progress toward
achievement of standards and provide
individualized instruction

LTSD Guide to Accommodations and Differentiation Strategies
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Benchmark Assessments for Visual Arts

Student assessment is integrated within the curriculum and instruction as a part of the learning process. Each
content standard has achievement standards that specify the understanding and levels of achievement the students
are expected to attain at the completion of grades 2, 5, and 8. Visual arts educators assess and documents student
learning by one or multiple methods including but not limited to:

● Formal and informal assessments
● Structured and informal observations and critiques
● Oral responses to questions and discussions
● Observing for the application of demonstrated practices
● Multiple-choice and short-answer tests
● Use of technology to respond/critique/reflect on works of art
● Portfolio development
● Exhibitions
● Evaluating completed works of art using predetermined rubrics and scales
● Student written response/reflections

Curriculum Benchmarks by Cluster

Grade Level
Cluster

Visual Arts  Benchmarking Actions

By the end of
the 2nd grade
students will
show progress
toward basic
literacy by…

Identifying the basic elements of art & principles of design in diverse and
specific types of artwork, and explain how they are used.
Identifying theme-based works of art from various historical periods & world
cultures.
Identifying how artists and visual art reflect and are affected by past and
present cultures.

• Creating 2D & 3D art using the basic elements of art and a variety of mediums
• Using stories as a basis for pictorial representation
• Using basic verbal and visual art vocabulary
• Exploring the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools that are

appropriate to the production of works of art in a variety of art media
• Creating works of art that are based on observations of the physical world and

that illustrate how art is part of everyday life, using a variety of art mediums
and art media.

• Identifying aesthetic qualities of exemplary works of art & identify
characteristics of the artists

• Comparing and contrasting culturally and historically diverse works of art
Using imagination or experience to create a visual story

• Observing the basic elements in artwork and use them to formulate
assessments

• Applying the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses
to artworks
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By the end of
the 5th grade
students will
demonstrate
basic literacy
by…

Identifying elements of art and principles of design that are evident in
everyday life.
Comparing and contrasting works of art in various mediums that use the same
elements and principles of design.
Recognizing works of art as a reflection of societal values and beliefs
Relating common elements that define distinctive genres in art

• Recognizing the historical impact of the contributions of individual artists and
art movements.

• Working individually and collaboratively to create 2D and 3D works of art
using the elements and principles.

• Identifying common and distinctive characteristics of artworks from diverse
cultural and historical eras of visual art using age-appropriate stylistic
terminology (e.g., cubist, surreal, optic, impressionistic), and experimenting
with various compositional approaches influenced by these styles.

• Identifying common and distinctive characteristics of genres of visual artworks
(e.g., realism, surrealism, abstract/non objective art, conceptual art, and others)
using age-appropriate terminology, and experiment with various compositional
approaches influenced by these genres.

• Differentiating drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, printmaking, textiles,
and computer imaging by the physical properties of the resulting artworks, and
experiment with various art media and art mediums to create original works of
art.

• Collaborating in the creation of works of art using multiple art media and art
mediums, and presenting the completed works in exhibition areas inside and
outside the classroom.

• Employing basic art terminology to categorize works of art
Grade Level

Cluster
Visual Arts  Benchmarking Actions

By the end of
the 8th grade
students will
attain
competency
by…

Applying the use of  the elements of art and principles of design in creating works
of art. Identifying these elements and principles in everyday life.
Comparing and contrasting works of art in various mediums that use the same
elements and principles of design
Recognizing works of art as a reflection of societal values and beliefs
Relating common elements that define distinctive genres in art

• Making informed aesthetic responses to artworks based on structural
arrangement and personal, cultural, and historical points of view.

• Demonstrating how art communicates ideas about personal and social values
and is inspired by an individual’s imagination and frame of reference (e.g.,
personal, social, political, historical context).

• Assessing the application of the elements of art and principles of design
• Using evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to appraise the

objectivity of critiques by peers.
• Using discipline-specific arts terminology to evaluate the strengths and

weaknesses of works of art
• Defining technical proficiency, using the elements of the arts and principles of

design.
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• Distinguishing ways in which individuals may disagree about the relative merits
and effectiveness of artistic choices in the creation of works of art

• Increasing developmental skills with greater mastery of media and tools
• Critiquing artwork
• Expressing an idea visually
• Beginning the process of self-assessment and feedback to improve work
• Recognizing and responding to art works, movements and artists
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CURRICULUM RUBRIC OVERVIEW

Students are graded according to their ability to meet New Jersey academic standards in the artistic
process. There are four criteria in the creative process: Creating, performance, Responding and
connecting. Special area assessments are calculated differently in three stages of a student’s
academic career.  Below are the special area report card criteria  for the district at each level. On
the subsequent pages are the rubrics used to assess students proficiency in their understanding of
the visual arts curriculum.

Grades K-3:  (C, S, NI) Special Areas report card is issued at the completion of the second and
third marking periods.  Students are marked on the following academic and behaviors and
standards:

Academic Standards
● Demonstrates an understanding of the elements and principles of art and design.
● Creates two and three dimensional works of art using a variety of art mediums.
● Uses art vocabulary to describe, compare and contrast various works of art.

Behavior Standards
● Follows directions and classroom rules.
● Participates in class activities.
● Handles materials and equipment responsibly and appropriately.

Grade 4 and Grade 5: Special Areas report card is issued at the completion of the second and third
marking periods.  Students are marked on the following academic and behaviors and standards:

Academic Standards
● Demonstrates an understanding of the elements and principles of art and design.
● Creates two and three dimensional works of art using a variety of art mediums.
● Uses art vocabulary to describe, compare and contrast various works of art.

Behavior Standards
● Follows directions and classroom rules.
● Participates in class activities.
● Handles materials and equipment responsibly and appropriately.

Grades 6-8: Special Areas report card is issued at the completion of each marking period.
● Completed class assignments/assessments/portfolios

o A (Excellent): 93-100
o B (Above Average): 85-92
o C (Average): 77-84
o D (Below Average): 70-76
o F (Fail): 0-69

● Academic/Behavior comments (two)
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CURRICULUM RUBRIC OVERVIEW

K-2 Art Rubric Aligned with the NJ Student Learning Standards/Visual Arts
Advanced Accomplished Proficient Emerging

The Artistic
Process:
Creating

Can recognize and/or
identify all of the
basic elements of art.

Can recognize
and/or identify
most of the basic
elements of art.

Can recognize and/or
identify some of the basic
elements of art.

Unable to recognize
and/or identify the basic
elements of art.

The Artistic
Process:
Performance

Demonstrate proper
use of art mediums
and tools. Create 2
and 3 dimensional
works of art using the
basic elements of art.

Demonstrate
proper use of art
mediums and
tools. Create 2
and 3 dimensional
works of art using
the basic elements
of art.

Inconsistent use of art
mediums and tools.
Inconsistency creating 2 and
3 dimensional works of art
using the basic elements of
art.

Unable to demonstrate
proper use of art mediums
and tools. Unable to create
2 and 3 dimensional works
of art using the basic
elements of art.

The Artistic
Process:
Responses

Independently
distinguishes distinct
characteristics of
visual arts, artists.
Able to respond
verbally or written to
visual art applying the
principles positive
critique.

Able to
distinguish
distinct
characteristics of
visual arts, artists.
Able to respond
verbally or
written to visual
art applying the
principles positive
critique.

Limited recognition of
distinct characteristics of
visual arts, artists. Limited
verbal or written response to
visual art.

Unable to recognize
distinct characteristics of
visual arts, artists. Unable
to respond verbally or
written to visual art.

The Artistic
Process:
Connecting

Can make concrete
connections from art
and artworks to
various cultures,
communities or
periods of history.

Can make
connections from
art and artworks
to various
cultures,
communities or
periods of history.

Can make some connections
from art and artworks to
various cultures,
communities or periods of
history.

Unable to make
connections from art and
artworks to various
cultures, communities or
periods of history.
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3-5 Art Rubric Aligned with the NJ Student Learning Standards/Visual Arts
Advanced Accomplished Proficient Emerging

The Artistic
Process:
Creating

Can recognize and/or
identify all of the
elements of art and
principles of design
and their functions in
creating art.

Can recognize and/or
identify most of the
elements of art and
principles of design and
their functions in
creating art.

Can recognize and/or
identify some of the
elements of art and
principles of design and
their functions in creating
art.

Unable to recognize
and/or identify the
elements of art and
principles of design and
their functions in
creating art.

The Artistic
Process:
Performance

Demonstrate proper
use and
comprehension of the
infinite possibilities
using a variety of art
media and tools. Able
to work individually
and collaboratively to
create works of art
using the elements of
art and principles of
design.

Demonstrate proper use
and comprehension of
the many  possibilities
using a variety of art
media and tools. Able
to work individually
and collaboratively to
create works of art
using the elements of
art and principles of
design.

Limited exhibition of
proper use and
comprehension of the
infinite possibilities using
a variety of art media and
tools. Limited ability to
work individually and
collaboratively to create
works of art using the
elements of art and
principles of design.

Unable to demonstrate
proper use and
comprehension of the
infinite possibilities
using a variety of art
media and tools. Unable
to work individually and
collaboratively to create
works of art using the
elements of art and
principles of design.

The Artistic
Process:
Responses

Independently
comprehends the
relationship between
the compositional
design and genre.
Make informed
aesthetic responses to
artwork based on
structural
arrangement and
personal, cultural and
historical points of
view. Utilize
techniques for
self-assessment
including but not
limited to rubrics.
Able to debate the
merit and
effectiveness of
various works of art.

Able to comprehend the
relationship between
the compositional
design and genre.
Make informed
aesthetic responses to
artwork based on
structural arrangement
and personal, cultural
and historical points of
view. Utilize techniques
for self-assessment
including but not
limited to rubrics. Able
to debate the merit and
effectiveness of various
works of art.

Limited comprehension of
the relationship between
the compositional design
and genre.  Makes vague
aesthetic responses to
artwork based on
structural arrangement and
personal, cultural and
historical points of view.
Limited use of techniques
for self-assessment
including but not limited
to rubrics.

Able to comprehend the
relationship between the
compositional design and
genre.  Unable to make
informed aesthetic
responses to artwork
based on structural
arrangement and
personal, cultural and
historical points of view.
Unable to use techniques
for self-assessment
including but not limited
to rubrics. Unable to
debate the merit and
effectiveness of various
works of art.

The Artistic
Process:
Connecting

Recognizes the
impact of individual
artists and artistic
movements on
culture and society.

Determine the impact
of individual artists and
artistic movements on
culture and society.

Make limited connections
to the impact of individual
artists and artistic
movements on culture and
society.

Unable to determine the
impact of individual
artists and artistic
movements on culture
and society.
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6-8 Art Rubric Aligned with the NJ Student Learning Standards/Visual Arts
Advanced Accomplished Proficient Emerging

The Artistic
Process:
Creating

Innovative application of
the elements of art and
principles of design to
communicate and connect
higher level  intellectual
and emotional messages.

Able to apply the
elements of art and
principles of design to
communicate significant
intellectual and emotional
messages.

Able to apply the elements
of art and principles of
design to communicate
minimal intellectual and
emotional messages.

Unable to apply the elements
of art and principles of
design to communicate
significant intellectual and
emotional messages.

The Artistic
Process:
Performance

Able to incorporate
multiple elements of art
and principles of design in
the creation of 2 and 3
dimensional artworks,
using an extensive array
of art media and mediums
to enhance the expression
of creative ideas. Able to
recognize and apply
multiple themes and
genres in art. Able to
utilize art in the process of
creative problem solving.

Able to incorporate
various elements of art
and principles of design
in the creation of 2 and 3
dimensional artworks,
using a broad array of art
media and mediums to
enhance the expression of
creative ideas. Able to
recognize and apply
various themes and
genres in art. Able to
utilize art in the process
of creative problem
solving.

Able to incorporate some
elements of art and
principles of design in the
creation of 2 and 3
dimensional artworks,
using a limited array of art
media and mediums to
enhance the expression of
creative ideas. Able to
recognize and apply few
themes and genres in art.
Limited ability to utilize
art in the process of
creative problem solving.

Unable to incorporate
various elements of art and
principles of design in the
creation of 2 and 3
dimensional artworks, using
a broad array of art media
and mediums to enhance the
expression of creative ideas.
Unable to recognize and
apply various themes and
genres in art. Unable to
utilize art in the process of
creative problem solving.

The Artistic
Process:
Responses

Independently evaluate
and investigate the
effectiveness of a work of
art by differentiating
between the artist’s
technical proficiency and
the work’s content or
form. Identify formal and
informal structures.
Compare and contrast
examples of archetypal
subject matter from
diverse cultures and
throughout history using
critical essays.

Evaluate the effectiveness
of a work of art by
differentiating between
the artist’s technical
proficiency and the
work’s content or form.
Identify formal and
informal structures.
Compare and contrast
examples of archetypal
subject matter from
diverse cultures and
throughout history using
critical essays.

Limited evaluation of the
effectiveness of a work of
art by differentiating
between the artist’s
technical proficiency and
the work’s content or form.
Limited ability to identify
formal and informal
structures. Compare and
contrast examples of
archetypal subject matter
from diverse cultures and
throughout history using
critical essays.

Unable to evaluate the
effectiveness of a work of art
by differentiating between
the artist’s technical
proficiency and the work’s
content or form. Unable to
identify formal and informal
structures. Unable to
compare and contrast
examples of archetypal
subject matter from diverse
cultures and throughout
history using critical essays.

The Artistic
Process:
Connecting

Recognize the impact of
individual artists and
artistic movements on
history, culture and
society.  Map historical
innovations in visual art
caused by advances in
technology. Differentiate
past and contemporary
works of art that represent
important ideas, issues
and events from diverse
artists and cultures.

Determine the impact of
individual artists and
artistic movements on
culture and society.  Map
historical innovations in
visual art that were
caused by the creation of
new technology.
Differentiate past and
contemporary works of
art that represent
important ideas, issues
and events from diverse
cultures.

Make limited connections
to the impact of individual
artists and artistic
movements on culture and
society.  Map some
historical innovations in
visual art that were caused
by the creation of new
technology. Differentiate
few past and contemporary
works of art that represent
important ideas, issues and
events from diverse
cultures.

Unable to determine the
impact of individual artists
and artistic movements on
culture and society.  Doesn’t
recognize historical
innovations in visual art that
were caused by the creation
of new technology. Unable
to differentiate past and
contemporary works of art
that represent important
ideas, issues and events from
diverse cultures.
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Sample Student Art Rubric

Rubric
Needs Improvement Below Average Average Above Average

Elements of Art/
Principles of

Design

The student did not
complete the assignment
and shows little evidence of
the elements and principles
discussed in class.

The student did the
assignment but lacks
sufficient evidence of
the knowledge of the
elements and principles
discussed in class.

The artwork shows that
the student applied the
elements and principles
discussed in class
adequately.

The artwork shows that
the student applied the
elements and principles
discussed in class in a
unique manner.

Creativity Student’s work shows little
or no evidence of original
thought.

Student’s work lacks
originality

Student’s work
demonstrates
originality

Student’s work
demonstrates a unique
level of originality.

Craftsmanship Student work shows poor
craftsmanship.

Student work shows
some degree of
craftsmanship.

Student work shows
average craftsmanship.

Student work shows
outstanding
craftsmanship.

Effort/
Responsiveness

Student art work is
incomplete or not
completed in a satisfactory
manner. Student displays a
negative response
throughout the
development of the art
work.

Student art work is not
completed in a
satisfactory manner
and lacks finishing
touches. Student
displays a negative
response at times
during the development
of the art work.

Student art work is
complete in a
satisfactory manner but
more could be done.
Student displays a
positive response most
of the time during the
development of the art
work.

Student art work
displays effort far
beyond the
requirements of the
project. Student
displays a positive
response throughout
development of the art
work.
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Resources

Web Resources:

http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/

http://www.nj.gov/education/aps/cccs/arts/

http://nccas.wikispaces.com/

http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2014/arts/standards.pdf

http://www.d.umn.edu/~jbrutger/Lowenf.html

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&lr=&ieUTF-8&safe=vss&oi=defmore&q=define:art

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/arts/1099.pdf

Texts:
Reuther/Fogler: Art Curriculum Activities Kit, Parker Publishing Company, NY 1988

Chapman, Laura: Discovering Art Series, Davis Publications, Massachusetts  1990

Lansing, Kenneth: Art, Artists and Education, McGraw-Hill Book Company, NY
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