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Introduction

The Lumberton Township School Music program is offered as a part of the regular
school curriculum and every student is given an equal opportunity to participate.  No
education is complete without music. It is an emotion, a work of art and a discipline that
encourages intellectual, personal and social development.  Music provides growth in
creativity, communication skills, critical thinking and self-confidence..  Music is to be
created, performed and appreciated more than just read about in a textbook.  The study of
music, both as elements and as a whole, needs to be a hands-on experience.

The Lumberton School District Music Program has put emphasis on the New
Jersey Student Learning Standards for Visual and Performing Arts-Music.  These
standards provide an outline for teachers to lead the students through a journey of the
arts.  The NJare designed to promote lifelong artistic literacy and fluency and are guided
by the mission and vision statements that follow.

Mission

To empower students to develop creative and critical thinking, social-emotional
competencies, and intellectual and expressive abilities that will allow them to become
active, contributing members of a global society.
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Vision

All students will have equitable access to a quality, arts education that leads to artistic
literacy and fluency in the artistic practices of the five art disciplines as a mechanism for:

● Performing, presenting or producing, as artistically literate individuals, by expressing
and realizing creative ideas and implementing essential technical skills and cognitive
abilities significant to many aspects of life and work in the 21st century;

● Responding to artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and cognizance of the
ability of the arts to address universal themes, including climate change;

● Creating new artistic work reflective of a variety of ethnic, racial, and cultural
perspectives; and

● Connecting and evaluating how the arts convey meaning through all arts and non-arts
disciplines and contexts of our global society.

The New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Visual and Performing Arts
(NJSLS-VPA) describe the expectations for literacy and fluency in five artistic
disciplines: dance, music, theater, visual arts, and media arts. Each artistic discipline has
independent skills, knowledge, and content. However, as a field, the arts are
interdependent, connected, and inclusive. The NJSLS-VPA are designed to guide the
delivery of arts education in the classroom with new ways of thinking, learning, and
creating. The vision of all students having equitable access to a quality arts education is
only achieved when the arts are offered continuously throughout the K–12 spectrum.
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Spirit and Intent

The NJSLS-VPA reflect the National Core Arts Standards and emphasize the
process-oriented nature of the arts and arts learning by:

• Defining artistic literacy through a set of overarching philosophical foundations and
lifelong goals that clarify long-term expectations for arts learning;

• Placing artistic processes and anchor standards at the forefront of the work;

• Identifying creative artistic practices as the bridge for the application of the artistic
processes and anchor standards across all learning; and

• Specifying enduring understandings and essential questions that provide conceptual
through lines and articulate value and meaning within and across the arts discipline.

Music standards are competency-based to allow for multiple points of entry. The novice
and intermediate performance expectations for Traditional and Emerging Ensembles, and
Guitar, Keyboard and Harmonizing Instruments are generally applicable to elementary
and middle school students.
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The New Jersey Student Learning Standards

The Visual-Performing Arts Curriculum for Music uses all five of the content
standards outlined by the NJSLS-VPA as follows:

● Standard 1.3A - General Music
● Standard 1.3B - Music Composition and Theory
● Standard 1.3C - Music Ensembles
● Standard 1.3D - Music Harmonizing Instruments
● Standard 1.3E - Music Technology

Each grade level does not focus on each specific standard.  However, all standards are
addressed over the entirety of the K-8 comprehensive music curriculum.  This includes
General Music Classes (offered K-8), Band (offered 4-8) and Keyboarding (offered 7-8).
Each specific class may focus on different standards, but all standards are covered
through the entire music program.

The map below highlights which grade levels and class focus on the specific standards.
Again, all standards are USED in each grade level, but this map references when it
becomes a point of focus.  The number attached to the standard (.2, .5, .8) refers to the
Grade Level Strand referenced in the NJSLS-VPA and in this curriculum.

Grade Level General Music Class Band Keyboarding

Kindergarten 1.3A.2 Not offered Not offered

1st Grade 1.3A.2 Not offered Not offered

2nd Grade 1.3A.2 Not offered Not offered

3rd Grade 1.3A.5 Not offered Not offered

4th Grade 1.3A.5, 1.3C.5 1.3B.5, 1.3C.5, 1.3E.5 Not offered

5th Grade 1.3A.5, 1.3B.5, 1.3C.5, 1.3B.5, 1.3C.5, 1.3E.5 Not offered

6th Grade 1.3A.8, 1.3B.8, 1.3C.8, 1.3B.8, 1.3C.8, 1.3E.8 Not offered

7th Grade 1.3A.8, 1.3B.8, 1.3D.8,
1.3E.8

1.3B.8, 1.3C.8, 1.3E.8 1.3A.8, 1.3B.8, 1.3D.8

8th Grade 1.3A.8, 1.3B.8, 1.3D.8,
1.3E.8

1.3B.8, 1.3C.8, 1.3E.8 1.3A.8, 1.3B.8, 1.3D.8
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NJSLS-VPA Structure

The NJSLS-VPA consists of artistic processes, anchor standards, practices, and
performance expectations. The artistic processes: creating, performing/ presenting/
producing, responding, and connecting, are the foundation for developing artistic literacy
and fluency in the arts. These processes are the cognitive and physical actions by which
arts learning and making are realized across the five arts disciplines.

Eleven anchor standards describe the general knowledge and skills that students are to
demonstrate throughout their education in the arts. These anchor standards are parallel
across arts disciplines and serve as the tangible educational expression of artistic literacy.
As illustrated below, each of the anchor standards is derived from one of the four artistic
processes.

Artistic Process: Creating

Anchor Standard 1 Conceptualizing and generating ideas.

Anchor Standard 2 Organizing and developing ideas.

Anchor Standard 3 Refining and completing products.

Artistic Process: Performing/Presenting/Producing

Anchor Standard 4 Developing and refining techniques and models or steps needed to
create products.

Anchor Standard 5 Selecting, analyzing and interpreting work.

Anchor Standard 6 Conveying meaning through art.

Artistic Process: Responding

Anchor Standard 7 Perceiving and analyzing products.

Anchor Standard 8 Applying criteria to evaluate products.

Anchor Standard 9 Interpreting intent and meaning

Artistic Process: Connecting

Anchor Standard 10 Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to
create products.

Anchor Standard 11 Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and
historical contexts to deepen understanding.
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Descriptors for Middle School Proficiency Levels in Music

At the middle school level (grades 5–8), students may be building on their K–5
experiences or trying a new music specialization based on their interests and course
offerings in band or keyboarding. As a result, the Traditional and Emerging Ensemble
and Guitar, Keyboard and Harmonizing Instrument standards describe two levels of
attainment: novice and intermediate.

Novice

Students at the novice level have started specialization in an instrument of their choice.
They are beginning to develop the basic artistic understanding of the technique and
expressive skills that are necessary to advance their skill level. Novice level students
should participate in performance opportunities suitable to their skill level. Their
curiosity in music begins their journey toward personal realization and well-being.

Intermediate

Students at the intermediate level are continuing to study in their chosen instrument.
Their development continues in artistic understanding and technical and expressive skills
enabling the student to begin to independently and collaboratively create, perform, and
respond at their given skill level. Intermediate level students should participate in
performance opportunities that correspond to their skill level. Through continued study of
music, they continue their journey toward personal realization and well-being.
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New Jersey Statutes and Administrative Code Summary

Twenty-first century themes and skills integrated into all content standards areas
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3).

“Twenty-first century themes and skills” means themes such as global awareness;
financial, economic, business, and entrepreneurial literacy; civic literacy; health literacy;
learning and innovation skills, including creativity and innovation, critical thinking and
problem solving, and communication and collaboration; information, media, and
technology skills; and life and career skills, including flexibility and adaptability,
initiative and self-direction, social and cross-cultural skills, productivity and
accountability, and leadership and responsibility.

Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88

Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of
AfricanAmericans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary
and secondary school students.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28

Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an
appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The
instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to
fight racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35

A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social
contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school
students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures
in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.
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Standards in Action: Climate Change

By its very nature, art has the power to inform or draw attention to a specific topic.
It is always about something. In fact, the increasing prevalence of activist art in the past
decade evidences the power of the arts to communicate big ideas. The aim of activist art
is to change the world by inspiring people to take action against societal problems
(Nurmis, 2016) – including global climate change. For example, when students engage in
the creation and presentation of media artwork, or when devising a theatrical work
exploring the social and economic implications of climate change (e.g., impacts on
human health, agriculture, food security, water supply, transportation, energy systems,
ecosystems), one might expect to see students working collaboratively to research the
complex impacts of global climate change on the economy and quality of daily living for
people throughout the world. Ultimately, by being culturally engaging, and tapping into
the creative potential of the arts to shape perception, students can New Jersey Department
of Education June 2020 4 contribute to imagining a new and better future for humankind
(Curtis, Reid, & Ballard, 2012; Hulme, 2009; Marks, Chandler, & Baldwin, 2014;
Nurmis, 2016) through their artwork. This holds true for students now, and as adults in
the workplace. It is not inconceivable that learning to leverage the capacity of the arts to
raise awareness about the effects of climate change could yield employment opportunities
focused on combating the negative effects of climate change and other societal global
issues.
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic ideas, and simple accompaniment

patterns and chord changes. Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social,
cultural, historical).

● Demonstrate developed musical ideas for improvisations, arrangements or compositions to
express intent. Explain connection to purpose and context

● Evaluate, refine and document revisions to personal music, applying collaboratively
developed criteria, showing improvement over time and explaining rationale for changes.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Apply collaboratively and personally developed criteria for selecting music of contrasting

styles for performance and explain expressive qualities, technical challenges and reasons for
choices.

● Identify and apply personally developed criteria (e.g., demonstrating correct interpretation of
notation, technical skill of performer, originality, emotional impact, variety, interest) to
rehearse, refine and determine when the music is ready to perform.

● Perform music with technical accuracy, stylistic expression and culturally authentic practices
to convey the creator’s intent

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Select programs of music (e.g., a playlist, live performance) and demonstrate the connections

to an interest or experience for a specific purpose.
● Apply appropriate personally developed criteria to evaluate musical works or performances.
● Support with evidence personal interpretation of contrasting programs of music and explain

how the application of the elements of music and expressive qualities, within genres, cultures
and historical periods convey expressive intent.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills related to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources.

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3:  Musicians evaluate, and refine
their work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1: How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3: How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Assemble and organize sounds or short musical ideas to create initial expressions of selected

experiences, moods, images or storylines.
● Assemble and organize multiple sounds or musical ideas to create initial expressive

statements of selected events, memories, images, concepts, texts, or storylines.
● Identify, describe and apply teacher-provided criteria to assess and refine the technical and

expressive aspects of evolving drafts leading to final versions.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Identify and select specific excerpts, passages, or sections in musical works that express a

personal experience, mood, visual image, or storyline in simple forms (e.g., one-part, cyclical,
binary).

● Create rehearsal plans for works, identifying repetition and variation within the form.
● Share live or recorded performances of works (both personal and others’) and explain how

the elements of music are used to convey intent.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Develop and explain interpretations of varied works, demonstrating an understanding of the

composer’s intent by citing technical and expressive aspects as well as the style/genre of
each work.

● Describe the effectiveness of the technical and expressive aspects of selected music and
performances, demonstrating an understanding of the fundamentals of music theory.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Compose and improvise ideas and motives for melodies and rhythmic passages based on

characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.
● Select and develop draft melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives that demonstrate

understanding of characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.
● Evaluate and refine draft compositions and improvisations based on knowledge, skill and

teacher-provided criteria.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate),

an understanding of the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual
or ensemble.

● Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble performances of a
varied repertoire of music.

● Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to

interest, and purpose or context.
● Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the

elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).
● Identify and describe the effect of interest, experience, analysis, and context on the evaluation

of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for simple melodies as well as chordal

accompaniments for given melodies.
● Use standard notation or audio/video recording to document melodic, rhythmic and harmonic

ideas for drafts of simple melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies.
● Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of simple

melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Describe and demonstrate how a varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire

pieces, and chordal accompaniments is selected, based on personal interest, music reading
skills, technical skill, and the performance context.

● Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique individual performances of a varied
collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments
selected for performance. Apply practice strategies to address performance challenges and
refine the performances.

● Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied collection of music that includes
melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments, while demonstrating an
understanding of the audience and the context.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to

interest and purpose or context.
● Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical selections, referring

to the elements of music, context (e.g., personal, social), and the setting of the text (when
appropriate).

● Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform
the response to music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Generate melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for compositions or improvisations using

digital tools.
● Select melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas to develop into a larger work using digital tools

and resources.
● Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to improve

and refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Develop and explain the criteria used for selecting varied sound resources based on interest,

music reading skills, and an understanding of the performer’s musical and technological skill.
● Identify and implement rehearsal strategies to improve the technical and expressive aspects

of prepared and improvised performances in a varied repertoire of music.
● Using digital tools, demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in

prepared and improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Cite reasons for choosing music based on the use of the elements of music, digital

and electronic aspects, and connections to interest or purpose.
● Explain and support an interpretation of the expressive intent of musical selections

based on treatment of the elements of music, digital and electronic features, and
purpose.

●

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments
● Evaluate music using criteria based on

analysis, interpretation, digital and
electronic features, and personal
interests.

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 2

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic ideas, and simple accompaniment

patterns and chord changes. Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social,
cultural, historical).

● Demonstrate developed musical ideas for improvisations, arrangements or compositions to
express intent. Explain connection to purpose and context

● Evaluate, refine and document revisions to personal music, applying collaboratively
developed criteria, showing improvement over time and explaining rationale for changes.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Apply collaboratively and personally developed criteria for selecting music of contrasting

styles for performance and explain expressive qualities, technical challenges and reasons for
choices.

● Identify and apply personally developed criteria (e.g., demonstrating correct interpretation of
notation, technical skill of performer, originality, emotional impact, variety, interest) to
rehearse, refine and determine when the music is ready to perform.

● Perform music with technical accuracy, stylistic expression and culturally authentic practices
to convey the creator’s intent

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Select programs of music (e.g., a playlist, live performance) and demonstrate the connections

to an interest or experience for a specific purpose.
● Apply appropriate personally developed criteria to evaluate musical works or performances.
● Support with evidence personal interpretation of contrasting programs of music and explain

how the application of the elements of music and expressive qualities, within genres, cultures
and historical periods convey expressive intent.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills related to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources.

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3:  Musicians evaluate, and refine
their work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1: How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3: How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Assemble and organize sounds or short musical ideas to create initial expressions of selected

experiences, moods, images or storylines.
● Assemble and organize multiple sounds or musical ideas to create initial expressive

statements of selected events, memories, images, concepts, texts, or storylines.
● Identify, describe and apply teacher-provided criteria to assess and refine the technical and

expressive aspects of evolving drafts leading to final versions.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Identify and select specific excerpts, passages, or sections in musical works that express a

personal experience, mood, visual image, or storyline in simple forms (e.g., one-part, cyclical,
binary).

● Create rehearsal plans for works, identifying repetition and variation within the form.
● Share live or recorded performances of works (both personal and others’) and explain how

the elements of music are used to convey intent.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Develop and explain interpretations of varied works, demonstrating an understanding of the

composer’s intent by citing technical and expressive aspects as well as the style/genre of
each work.

● Describe the effectiveness of the technical and expressive aspects of selected music and
performances, demonstrating an understanding of the fundamentals of music theory.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Compose and improvise ideas and motives for melodies and rhythmic passages based on

characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.
● Select and develop draft melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives that demonstrate

understanding of characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.
● Evaluate and refine draft compositions and improvisations based on knowledge, skill and

teacher-provided criteria.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35

39



By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate),

an understanding of the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual
or ensemble.

● Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble performances of a
varied repertoire of music.

● Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to

interest, and purpose or context.
● Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the

elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).
● Identify and describe the effect of interest, experience, analysis, and context on the evaluation

of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for simple melodies as well as chordal

accompaniments for given melodies.
● Use standard notation or audio/video recording to document melodic, rhythmic and harmonic

ideas for drafts of simple melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies.
● Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of simple

melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35

43



By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Describe and demonstrate how a varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire

pieces, and chordal accompaniments is selected, based on personal interest, music reading
skills, technical skill, and the performance context.

● Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique individual performances of a varied
collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments
selected for performance. Apply practice strategies to address performance challenges and
refine the performances.

● Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied collection of music that includes
melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments, while demonstrating an
understanding of the audience and the context.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to

interest and purpose or context.
● Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical selections, referring

to the elements of music, context (e.g., personal, social), and the setting of the text (when
appropriate).

● Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform
the response to music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Generate melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for compositions or improvisations using

digital tools.
● Select melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas to develop into a larger work using digital tools

and resources.
● Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to improve

and refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Develop and explain the criteria used for selecting varied sound resources based on interest,

music reading skills, and an understanding of the performer’s musical and technological skill.
● Identify and implement rehearsal strategies to improve the technical and expressive aspects

of prepared and improvised performances in a varied repertoire of music.
● Using digital tools, demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in

prepared and improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Cite reasons for choosing music based on the use of the elements of music, digital

and electronic aspects, and connections to interest or purpose.
● Explain and support an interpretation of the expressive intent of musical selections

based on treatment of the elements of music, digital and electronic features, and
purpose.

● Evaluate music using criteria based on analysis, interpretation, digital and electronic
features, and personal interests.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 5

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Generate and improvise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic ideas, and simple accompaniment

patterns and chord changes. Explain connection to specific purpose and context (e.g., social,
cultural, historical).

● Demonstrate developed musical ideas for improvisations, arrangements or compositions to
express intent. Explain connection to purpose and context

● Evaluate, refine and document revisions to personal music, applying collaboratively
developed criteria, showing improvement over time and explaining rationale for changes.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Apply collaboratively and personally developed criteria for selecting music of contrasting

styles for performance and explain expressive qualities, technical challenges and reasons for
choices.

● Identify and apply personally developed criteria (e.g., demonstrating correct interpretation of
notation, technical skill of performer, originality, emotional impact, variety, interest) to
rehearse, refine and determine when the music is ready to perform.

● Perform music with technical accuracy, stylistic expression and culturally authentic practices
to convey the creator’s intent

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Select programs of music (e.g., a playlist, live performance) and demonstrate the connections

to an interest or experience for a specific purpose.
● Apply appropriate personally developed criteria to evaluate musical works or performances.
● Support with evidence personal interpretation of contrasting programs of music and explain

how the application of the elements of music and expressive qualities, within genres, cultures
and historical periods convey expressive intent.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3A General Music Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills related to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources.

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3:  Musicians evaluate, and refine
their work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1: How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3: How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Assemble and organize sounds or short musical ideas to create initial expressions of selected

experiences, moods, images or storylines.
● Assemble and organize multiple sounds or musical ideas to create initial expressive

statements of selected events, memories, images, concepts, texts, or storylines.
● Identify, describe and apply teacher-provided criteria to assess and refine the technical and

expressive aspects of evolving drafts leading to final versions.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Identify and select specific excerpts, passages, or sections in musical works that express a

personal experience, mood, visual image, or storyline in simple forms (e.g., one-part, cyclical,
binary).

● Create rehearsal plans for works, identifying repetition and variation within the form.
● Share live or recorded performances of works (both personal and others’) and explain how

the elements of music are used to convey intent.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Develop and explain interpretations of varied works, demonstrating an understanding of the

composer’s intent by citing technical and expressive aspects as well as the style/genre of
each work.

● Describe the effectiveness of the technical and expressive aspects of selected music and
performances, demonstrating an understanding of the fundamentals of music theory.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3B Composition and Theory Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnection

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35

58



By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Compose and improvise ideas and motives for melodies and rhythmic passages based on

characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.
● Select and develop draft melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives that demonstrate

understanding of characteristic(s) of music or text(s) studied in rehearsal.
● Evaluate and refine draft compositions and improvisations based on knowledge, skill and

teacher-provided criteria.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Select varied repertoire to study based on interest, music reading skills (where appropriate),

an understanding of the structure of the music, context, and the technical skill of the individual
or ensemble.

● Use self-reflection and peer feedback to refine individual and ensemble performances of a
varied repertoire of music.

● Demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in prepared and
improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35

60



By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to

interest, and purpose or context.
● Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical works, referring to the

elements of music, contexts and the setting of the text (when appropriate).
● Identify and describe the effect of interest, experience, analysis, and context on the evaluation

of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3C Music Ensembles Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Create melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for simple melodies as well as chordal

accompaniments for given melodies.
● Use standard notation or audio/video recording to document melodic, rhythmic and harmonic

ideas for drafts of simple melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies.
● Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of simple

melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Describe and demonstrate how a varied collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire

pieces, and chordal accompaniments is selected, based on personal interest, music reading
skills, technical skill, and the performance context.

● Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique individual performances of a varied
collection of music that includes melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments
selected for performance. Apply practice strategies to address performance challenges and
refine the performances.

● Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied collection of music that includes
melodies, repertoire pieces and chordal accompaniments, while demonstrating an
understanding of the audience and the context.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, connection to

interest and purpose or context.
● Identify interpretations of the expressive intent and meaning of musical selections, referring

to the elements of music, context (e.g., personal, social), and the setting of the text (when
appropriate).

● Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts inform
the response to music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3D Music Harmonizing Instruments Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process: Creating (Anchor Standards
1-3)

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and Conceptualizing Ideas
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and Developing Ideas
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and Completing Products

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 1: The creative ideas, concepts and
feelings that influence musicians’ work emerge
from a variety of sources

Anch Stan 2: Musicians’ creative choices are
influenced by their expertise, context, and
expressive intent.

Anch Stan 3: Musicians evaluate and refine their
work through openness to new ideas,
persistence, and the application of appropriate
criteria.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 1:  How do musicians generate
creative ideas?

Anch Stan 2: How do musicians make creative
decisions?

Anch Stan 3:  How do musicians improve the
quality of their creative work?

Practice: Imagine, Plan, Make, Evaluate, Refine

Performance Expectations:
● Generate melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas for compositions or improvisations using

digital tools.
● Select melodic, rhythmic and harmonic ideas to develop into a larger work using digital tools

and resources.
● Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to improve

and refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and improvisations.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process:
Performing/Presenting/Producing (Anchor
Standards 4-6)

Anchor Standard 4: Selecting, analyzing, and interpreting work.
Anchor Standard 5: Developing/refining techniques and models/steps needed to create products.
Anchor Standard 6: Conveying meaning through art.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 4: Performers’ interest in and
knowledge of musical works, understanding of
their own technical skill, and the context for a
performance influence the selection of repertoire.

Anch Stan 5: To express their musical ideas,
musicians analyze, evaluate and refine their
performance over time through openness to new
ideas, persistence and the application of
appropriate criteria

Anch Stan 6: Musicians judge performance
based on criteria that vary across time, place and
cultures. The context and how a work is
presented influence audience response.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 4: How do performers select
repertoire?

Anch Stan 5: How do musicians improve the
quality of their performance?

Anch Stan 6: When is a performance judged
ready to present? How do context and the
manner in which musical work is presented
influence audience response?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Interpret, Rehearse, Evaluate, Refine, Present

Performance Expectations:
● Develop and explain the criteria used for selecting varied sound resources based on interest,

music reading skills, and an understanding of the performer’s musical and technological skill.
● Identify and implement rehearsal strategies to improve the technical and expressive aspects

of prepared and improvised performances in a varied repertoire of music.
● Using digital tools, demonstrate attention to technical accuracy and expressive qualities in

prepared and improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3E Music Technology Artistic Process: Responding (Anchor
Standards 7-9)

Anchor Standard 7: Perceiving and analyzing products.
Anchor Standard 8: Applying criteria to evaluate products.
Anchor Standard 9: Interpreting intent and meaning.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 7:  Individuals' selection of musical
works is influenced by their interests,
experiences, understandings, and purposes.
Response to music is informed by analyzing
context (e.g., social, cultural, historical) and how
creator(s) or performer(s) manipulate the
elements of music.

Anch Stan 8: The personal evaluation of musical
work(s) and performance(s) is informed by
analysis, interpretation, and established criteria.

Anch Stan 9: Through their use of elements and
structures of music, creators and performers
provide clues to their expressive intent.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 7: How do individuals choose music to
experience? How does understanding the
structure and context of music inform a
response?

Anch Stan 8: How do we judge the quality of
musical work(s) and performance(s)?

Anch Stan 9: How do we discern the musical
creators’ and performers’ expressive intent?

Practice: Select, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

Performance Expectations:
● Cite reasons for choosing music based on the use of the elements of music, digital

and electronic aspects, and connections to interest or purpose.
● Explain and support an interpretation of the expressive intent of musical selections

based on treatment of the elements of music, digital and electronic features, and
purpose.

● Evaluate music using criteria based on analysis, interpretation, digital and electronic
features, and personal interests.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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By the end of Grade 8

Standard: 1.3E Music TechnologyInstruments Artistic Process: Connecting (Anchor Standards
10-11)

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing and relating knowledge and personal experiences to create
products.
Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical
contexts to deepen understanding.

Enduring Understandings:
Anch Stan 10: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Anch Stan 11: Musicians connect their personal
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to
creating, performing, and responding.

Essential Questions:
Anch Stan 10: How do musicians make
meaningful connections to creating, performing,
and responding?

Anch Stan 11: How do the other arts, other
disciplines, contexts, and daily life inform
creating, performing, and responding to music?

Practice: Interconnect

Performance Expectations:
● Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when

creating, performing, and responding to music.
● Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other

disciplines, varied contexts and daily life.

Suggested Assessments:
● Teacher Observation
● Performance assessment based on a

rubric
● Student participation in classroom

activities
● Student projects
● Grade level Benchmark Assessments

21st century themes and skills and
interdisciplinary connections and NJ
Statutes:

● Twenty-first century themes and skills
(N.J.A.C. 6A:8-1.1(a)3)

● Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
● LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A.

18A:35-4.35
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Lumberton Township School District
VPA - Music

Enrichment Programs - Vocal/General Music

Grades 2-3: A Musical showcase for the entire grade level(s) may be utilized at the
discretion of the music teacher and are not required.

Grade Four: Fourth Grade Chorus, a volunteer singing group that meets during Focus
Period once every 6 day cycle.  All students are invited to join.  They
perform at a winter and spring Concert Program.

Grade Five: Fifth Grade Chorus, a volunteer singing group that meets during Focus
Period once every 6 day cycle.  All students are invited to join.  They
perform at a winter and spring Concert Program.

Grades 6-8: LMS Chorus, a volunteer singing group that meets during “Independent
Study” once every 6 day cycle.  All students are invited to join. They
perform at a winter and spring Concert Program.  This group can be merged
with the LMS Select Chorus at the discretion of the teacher.

Enrichment Programs - Instrumental Music

Small Ensembles: The director may assign students into smaller performance ensembles to
work on additional music.  This music can be performed independently or
within the larger ensemble as a feature.  These groups would be used at the
discretion of the teacher and are not required.
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Lumberton Township School District
VPA - Music

Programs for Accelerated/Gifted Musicians - Vocal/General Music

The LumberTONEs (Grades 4 - 5)

The LumberTONEs is a select chorus of students who must audition for placement

in this choir. The student must also be a member of the fourth or fifth grade Chorus.

The audition requires each student to sing a solo as well as several pitch matching

exercises. The LumberTONEs meet for rehearsal after school once a week for an hour.

They perform at the winter and spring school concerts, as well as at additional school and

community events. The LumberTONEs focus on advanced singing in two or three part

harmony and a cappella style.

LMS Select Chorus (Grades 6 - 8)

The LMS Select Chorus is a chorus available to all sixth through eighth grade

students. Each student must audition for placement. The audition requires each student to

sing a solo as well as several pitch matching exercises. The select chorus meets before

school twice a week. They perform at the winter and spring concerts. The Select Chorus

focuses on advanced singing in three-part harmony. The LMS Select Chorus may be

combined with the LMS Chorus at the discretion of the teacher.
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Lumberton Township School District
VPA - Music

Programs for Accelerated/Gifted Musicians - Instrumental Music

In-District Opportunities

LMS Stage Band (Grades 6 - 8)

The Stage Band is available to all sixth through eighth grade students.  Each student must

audition for placement.  The audition requires each student to sight-read jazz style music and

perform the full range of their instrument.  The Stage Band rehearses before school twice per

6-day cycle.  They perform at both Winter and Spring Concerts.  They may also perform outside

of the district at the discretion of the director.  The Stage Band focuses on playing music in a

jazz style.

LMS Chamber Winds (Grades 6 - 8)
The Chamber Winds is available to all sixth through eighth grade students.  Each student

must audition for placement.  The audition requires each student to sight-read difficult music

and perform the full range of the instrument.  Chamber Winds rehearses once per 6-day cycle as

a rotating lesson group.  They may perform at winter and spring concerts as deemed by the

director.  They may also perform outside the district at the discretion of the director.  Chamber

Winds is focus on instruments that are not part of the standard jazz band arrangements:  Flute,

Clarinet, Oboe and Bass Clarinet.

73



Lumberton Township School District
VPA - Music

Programs for Accelerated/Gifted Musicians - Instrumental Music

Out - of - District Opportunities

All-South Jersey Elementary Honors Band: (5th and 6th Grade)

ASJ Elementary Honors Band participants are nominated by the band director.  Those names are

submitted to the ASJ coordinators for selection. When announced, it becomes the responsibility of each

selected student to prepare their own music, with the assistance of the director if needed.  Students are

nominated by their director based on their outstanding participation in band and overall performance

ability.  The director has no control over which students are selected by the coordinators.

Western Burlington County Music Alliance Junior High Honors Band:
(7th and 8th Grade)

The WBCMA hosts a Junior High Honors Band each year.  The director will attend a “selection”

meeting in which students will be placed into the ensemble.  It is the responsibility of each school’s

director to select qualified students from the LMS band program based on their advanced performance

abilities.  At the selection meeting, the directors select, in a “draft” style, which students will participate.

All South Jersey Junior High Band: (6th - 8th Grade)

ASJ Junior High Band is an audition based performance ensemble.  The student musicians are

selected via an extensive audition process consisting of an assigned, prepared solo, memorization of ten

scales and sight-reading.  Once auditions are complete, the top students from the southern third of New

Jersey on each instrument are selected to participate in one of the two bands.   This is only for the most

advanced students.
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Accommodations/Modifications

Grade
Band

ESL
Students with Disabilities

Gifted and Talented
Accelerated Students

K-2 Provide preferential seating near teacher,
board, or stronger students.

Provide concrete learning experiences using
manipulatives, visuals, and/or models.

Provide visual cues.

Focus on helping students learn the most
essential content.

Tier classwork, holding these students
responsible for the most basic level.

Repeat major points of information

Incorporate movement opportunities with
structure

Tier classwork, holding these students
responsible for the most demanding
level.

Extend learning by providing tasks that
involve real-world and/or creative
application of skills.

Move these students more rapidly from
more concrete learning experiences to
more abstraction.

Increase the intellectual demand by
requiring a higher level of response or
presenting open-ended questions that
stimulate inquiry, active exploration, and
discovery

3-5 Provide preferential seating near teacher,
board, or stronger students.

Write assignments on the board.

Use manipulatives, visuals or models.

Repeat major points of information.

Check for understanding.

Offer tiered class assignments.

Allow students to “test out” of lessons.

Assign more creative learning
experiences.

Expect higher level thinking and
responses to assignments.

6-8 Provide preferential seating near teacher,
board, or stronger students.

Provide concrete learning experiences using
manipulatives, visuals, and/or models.

Provide visual cues.  Focus on helping students
learn the most essential content.

Tier classwork, holding these students
responsible for the most basic level.

Repeat major points of information
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