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DWS MISSION STATEMENT
Deerfield-Windsor School exists to inspire in its students 

a passion for learning, a commitment to personal integrity, and 

a dedication to social responsibility.

OUR CORE VALUES: 
HONOR, ENCOURAGEMENT, CHARACTER, SERVICE

OUR ACADEMIC PHILOSOPHY:
The goal of the curriculum of Deerfield-Windsor School is, as reinforced by our mission 
statement, to nurture students to demonstrate the qualities of a well-rounded individual.  
Our school exists to inspire:
*Learning to think for oneself and to develop an appreciation for the differences of others. 
*Learning how to learn and encouraging that skill to develop in interests beyond the traditional 
classroom. 
*Learning the true value of character through our school’s approach to honesty and integrity.
*Learning that serving others benefits just as much as serving oneself.

*All courses in our catalog are subject to change by semester or school year.*

OUR ACCREDITATIONS:
SAIS (Southern Association of Independent Schools)
Cognia
GAC (Georgia Accrediting Commission)
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DWS Academics:
Passion for Learning
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In grades 9-12, students are required to take six (6) subjects each semester, five (5) of which 
must be core academic courses. One exception to the course requirements is a senior taking 
four (4) AP classes. That student may replace the sixth course with a study hall.  The other five 
(5) classes must be academic classes.

For graduation, a minimum of twenty-three (23) units is required to graduate from 
Deerfield-Windsor School beginning with the class of 2030; a unit is the equivalent of one 
academic year of study in a subject.  In addition, 55 volunteer hours are required. 

Graduation Requirements
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Graduation and Course 
Information

GRADE LEVEL CLASSIFICATION
In order to be considered a member of a designated class, a student must have accumulated the 

following  number of Carnegie Units:
 

      Class                        Number of Units
Sophomore                          5.0
Junior                                11.0
Senior                                16.0

Graduation                         23.0

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  (9-12)

 English…………..…………
 Mathematics……..……..
 Science……………..………
 Social Studies……………
 World Language………..

4
4
4
3
2

 Arts…………………………….
Physical Education...…..

 Health…………………………
 Electives……………..………

Total Credits……..…….

     1
0.5
0.5
4

23



CP PLACEMENT:
Placement into CP Placement may also be evaluated by classroom teachers.

● In math, eligibility is based on PSAT scores / CTP5 scores, academic performance the 
previous year, and mathematics faculty evaluation.

● In humanities, eligibility is based on PSAT scores / CTP5 scores, a writing  evaluation,  
academic  performance  the  previous  year,  and  humanities faculty evaluation.

● In science, eligibility is based on academic performance the previous year, math 
background, and science faculty evaluation.

● In Spanish, eligibility is based on standardized test scores, academic performance in the 
previous year, and Spanish faculty evaluation.

● It is important to understand that a student may not choose to be in an accelerated 
course; the student must meet the criteria set forth by the department concerned.

● If the placement of a student is questioned the Upper School Counselor, Department 
Head, and Upper School Director will work with the student and parents to resolve the 
placement.

COLLEGE PREP
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CP COURSES 
OFFERED:

English I/CP
Geometry 10/CP Chemistry /CP Physics I/CP

English II/CP Algebra II 10/CP Biology /CP

English III/CP Pre-Calculus 11/CP Spanish III/CP

College Prep (CP)* courses will receive no weight on a  semester average. 

College Prep (CP) courses are offered in different course subjects in grades 9-12. 

College PREP COURSES



AC PLACEMENT:
Placement into accelerated and AP courses depends on departmental requirements.

● In math, eligibility is based on PSAT scores / CTP5 scores, academic performance the 
previous year, and mathematics faculty evaluation.

● In humanities, eligibility is based on PSAT scores / CTP5 scores, a writing  evaluation,  
academic  performance  the  previous  year,  and  humanities faculty evaluation.

● In science, eligibility is based on academic performance the previous year, math 
background, and science faculty evaluation.

● In Spanish, eligibility is based on standardized test scores, academic performance in 
the previous year, and Spanish faculty evaluation.

● It is important to understand that a student may not choose to be in an accelerated 
course; the student must meet the criteria set forth by the department concerned.

● If the placement of a student is questioned the Upper School Counselor, Department 
Head, and Upper School Director will work with the student and parents to resolve the 
placement.

ACCELERATED
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Academic Placements

AC COURSES 
OFFERED:

English I/AC
Geometry 9/AC Chemistry /AC Spanish IV/AC

English II/AC Algebra II 10/AC Biology /AC Physics I/AC

English III/AC Pre-Calculus 11/AC Spanish III/AC

Accelerated (AC)* courses will receive a weight of three points on the semester average.  
For example, a grade of 87 will convert to a 90 when the semester average is recorded.  

Accelerated courses (AC) are offered in different subject in grades 9-12. Accelerated classes cover 
the same course content as CP courses, but move at at an accelerated pace and with greater 
rigor. Course requirements involve deeper critical and abstract thinking in relation to the subject 
matter.



AP PLACEMENT:
Placement into accelerated and AP courses depends on departmental requirements.

● In math, eligibility is based on PSAT scores / CTP5 scores, academic performance the 
previous year, and mathematics faculty evaluation.

● In humanities, eligibility is based on PSAT scores / CTP5 scores, a writing  evaluation,  
academic  performance  the  previous  year,  and  humanities faculty evaluation.

● In science, eligibility is based on academic performance the previous year, math 
background, and science faculty evaluation.

● In Spanish, eligibility is based on standardized test scores, academic performance in 
the previous year, and Spanish faculty evaluation.

● It is important to understand that a student may not choose to be in an accelerated 
course; the student must meet the criteria set forth by the department concerned.

● If the placement of a student is questioned the Upper School Counselor, Department 
Head, and Upper School Director will work with the student and parents to resolve the 
placement.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT
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Academic Placements

AP COURSES OFFERED:

AP English Language & Composition
AP United States Government & Politics AP Drawing/ 2D & 3D Art

AP English Literature & Composition AP United States History AP Biology

AP Spanish Language AP European History AP Physics

AP Calculus AB AP Business with Finance AP Chemistry

Advanced Placement (AP)* courses will receive a weight of five points on the semester average.  For example, a 
grade of 85 will convert to a 90 when the semester average is recorded.  

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a cooperative educational endeavor of the College Board. Based on the 
fact that many young people can complete college-level studies while still in high school, it represents a desire of 
schools and colleges to foster such experiences.

The program is national in scope and serves three groups: students who wish to pursue college-level work while 
still in high school, schools that desire to offer such opportunities, and colleges that encourage and recognize 
such achievement. High schools provide supplemental instruction in certain courses offered based on course 
descriptions provided by the College Board.

The College Board offers standardized examinations in the various subject areas and colleges award credit on the 
basis of student scores on these examinations.  To ensure the highest standards, the College Board requires all 
schools that offer Advanced Placement classes to meet certain criteria outlined by the College Board. This 
process includes submitting and receiving College Board approval of the course syllabus, assignment examples, 
assessment summary, classroom activity descriptions, and pacing for the course.



Understanding the Difference Between HOPE GPA and USG GPA

The University System of Georgia (USG) GPA is used by most Georgia colleges 
and universities as part of the admissions process for both Dual Enrollment and 
college admissions. The USG GPA includes only the USG's Required High School 
Curriculum (RHSC) academic courses. Colleges and universities review the USG GPA 
along with the student’s full application and academic record when making 
admission decisions. 

The HOPE GPA is used by the State of Georgia to determine eligibility for the HOPE 
Scholarship and Zell Miller Scholarship programs. The HOPE GPA includes all 
HOPE-eligible core academic courses taken during high school, not just RHSC units. 
A student's HOPE GPA is not finalized until graduation. 

GPA Indicator Key

H = HOPE GPA eligible
Course impacts the student’s HOPE GPA calculation only.

U = USG GPA eligible
Course impacts the student’s University System of Georgia (USG) GPA calculation.

*Course offerings may vary by semester and school year.

HOPE and USG Eligible Courses 
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Ninth Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP English I: World Literature(H/U): This 
foundational course develops the skills students 
need for critical reading, literary analysis, and 
effective communication. Students read and 
analyze a variety of imaginative and informational 
texts, including poetry, short stories, novels, 
plays, and nonfiction works drawn from world 
literature. The course strengthens students’ 
abilities in narrative, informational, analytical, and 
argumentative writing while also developing 
speaking and listening skills in a variety of 
contexts. Students learn to conduct and present 
research and continue to build their grammar 
and vocabulary skills.

AC English I: World Literature(H/U): This 
accelerated course develops advanced skills in 
critical reading, literary analysis, and written 
communication through the study of world 
literature. Students read and analyze a variety of 
texts, including novels, short stories, poetry, 
plays, and nonfiction selections, with an emphasis 
on figurative language, theme, characterization, 
and other literary elements. The course 
challenges students to think critically about texts 
and make meaningful connections between 
literature and the broader human experience. 
Students strengthen their grammar and 
composition skills through narrative, analytical, 
and argumentative writing assignments while 
developing foundational research and 
presentation skills.

Tenth Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP English II(H/U): This course builds on the 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills 
acquired in English I.  Students read, research, 
and write about imaginative and informational 

texts in order to expand their understanding of 
different cultures and experiences. Texts focusing on 
issues relating to how different societies govern 
themselves are chosen to support and expand 
students' concurrent study of Government and 
Economics. Students continue to develop their skills in 
critical reading and analysis; in writing narrative, 
informational, analytical, and argumentative texts; 
and in conducting and presenting research. 

AP Seminar(H/U): AP Seminar engages students in 
the interdisciplinary study of complex academic and 
real-world issues. Students analyze a wide range of 
sources, including articles, research studies, literary 
and philosophical texts, speeches, broadcasts, 
personal accounts, and artistic works. The course 
emphasizes critical thinking, collaboration, research, 
and communication as students synthesize and 
develop their own perspectives in written essays. 
Students also design and deliver oral and visual 
presentations, both individually and as members of a 
team, in preparation for advanced academic work and 
informed civic engagement. 

Eleventh Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP English III: American Literature and 
Composition(H/U): This course explores American 
literature through the study of imaginative and 
informational texts that reflect the nation's historical, 
cultural, and literary development. Students 
strengthen their skills in critical reading, literary 
analysis, and effective communication through 
narrative, informational, analytical, and argumentative 
writing. The course also develops students' abilities to 
conduct research, evaluate sources, synthesize 
information, and present findings in both written and 
oral formats. 

English
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AP Language and Composition(H/U): This 
college-level course prepares students for the AP 
exam by emphasizing process writing of personal, 
expository, argumentative, and synthesis essays. 
The course focuses on the study of rhetorical 
choices and their impact on delivery and 
understanding of texts. Students practice critical 
reading and analysis of American non-fiction and 
fiction; develop grammar and vocabulary; and use 
technology. The course is equivalent to a full-year, 
college-level course in English. Students earn 
college credit with a qualifying AP exam score of 3 
or higher. 

Twelfth Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP English IV: British Literature and 
Composition(H/U): Building on skills developed 
in CP English I, II, and III, this course emphasizes 
British literature while preparing students for 
college-level writing. Students study a range of 
literary texts that may vary by year, while 
consistently strengthening critical reading and 
literary analysis skills. The course reinforces 
narrative, informational, analytical, and 
argumentative writing across multiple 
assignments and contexts. Students also 
complete a Senior Capstone, a year-long research 
project in which they select a topic of interest, 
conduct in-depth research, and present their 
findings in a formal research paper and 
presentation. 

AP Literature and Composition: This is an 
advanced course in the critical reading and 
written analysis of imaginative literature in 
English, as well as in composition and research.   
The course covers novels, short stories, plays, and 
poetry drawn from world literature available in 
English. Conducting and presenting research 

are taught through the Senior Capstone, a year-long 
project devoted to researching and writing an 
extended research paper. The course is equivalent to 
a full-year college course in English and prepares 
students for the AP exam.

Electives: *Elective course offerings may vary by 
semester and school year.

Writer’s Workshop(H/U): This semester course allows 
students to explore creative writing within a nonfiction 
context. Students read critically, reflect, and compose 
a variety of nonfiction texts, including memoirs, travel 
diaries, food blogs, and social media posts. The course 
examines the opportunities digital platforms provide 
for storytelling, self-expression, and audience 
engagement. Students evaluate how different 
platforms shape narratives, transform traditional 
storytelling, and influence the way people 
communicate and consume information. 

Journalism I(H/U): This introductory course explores 
the dynamic world of journalism across print, 
photography, digital media, and broadcast platforms. 
Students develop foundational skills in news 
gathering, interviewing, research, reporting, and 
storytelling as they create content for a variety of 
audiences and formats. Students learn and apply 
Associated Press style guidelines while producing 
clear, accurate, and engaging journalistic writing. The 
course challenges students to think critically, evaluate 
sources, make ethical decisions, and examine the role 
of journalism in informing the public. Students also 
develop an understanding of deadlines, newsroom 
practices, and the importance of accuracy in reporting. 
By the end of the course, students demonstrate 
proficiency in journalistic writing, reporting, and 
multimedia communication. 

English
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Yearbook: Journalism II(H/U): This year-long 
course introduces the theory and practice of 
journalism, including writing, design, and 
photojournalism. The primary purpose of the 
course is to produce a high-quality yearbook that 
meets current standards of high school 
journalism. A secondary goal is to document the 
school community through coverage of events 
and activities. Staff members are responsible for 
all writing, photography, design planning, and 
page layouts for the Excalibur yearbook. Students 
have opportunities to attend workshops and 
develop the skills needed for publication work. 
Through this process, students build personal 
pride and responsibility while strengthening time 
management, collaboration, and perseverance. 
Entry into the course requires an application, and 
students may apply to continue in the program 
through their senior year.  

English
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Ninth Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP Algebra 1-B(H/U): This course provides an 
extensive exploration of the fundamental 
properties of algebraic expressions and 
mathematical relationships. Students identify, 
represent, and extend patterns using tables, 
graphs, and equations. They apply these skills to 
investigate linear, exponential, and quadratic 
relationships and develop problem-solving 
strategies grounded in algebraic reasoning. 

AC Geometry(H/U): This accelerated course 
provides a more in-depth study of the topics 
covered in CP Geometry and requires students to 
engage in advanced problem solving and critical 
thinking. Students explore the properties and 
relationships of lines, angles, triangles, 
quadrilaterals, and circles, along with area, 
surface area, and volume of geometric figures. 
The course also includes studies of similarity and 
an introduction to right triangle trigonometry. 
Students apply geometric concepts and tools to 
solve complex problems and support 
mathematical reasoning and analysis. 

10th Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP Algebra 2(H/U): In addition to reviewing 
fundamental Algebra 1 topics, students explore 
rational expressions, irrational and complex 
numbers, and a variety of function types, 
including quadratic, cubic, exponential, absolute 
value, square root, greatest integer, and 
piecewise functions. Students strengthen 
problem-solving skills through the analysis and 
application of these concepts. The course 
emphasizes understanding relationships between 
functions, interpreting representations, and 
applying algebraic reasoning to solve real-world 
and theoretical problems. 

CP Geometry(H/U): This course explores the basic 
concepts of lines, angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, 
circles, areas of plane figures, surface areas and 
volumes of solids, similarities, and an introduction to 
right triangle trigonometry.  Students learn to use the 
tools of geometry in problem solving applications and 
analysis.

AC Algebra 2(H/U): This course provides an 
in-depth study of functions, direct and inverse 
variation, linear systems, quadratic relations, conics, 
and matrices. This accelerated course requires 
students to engage in deeper levels of critical 
thinking and more extensive problem solving than 
CP Algebra 2.

Eleventh Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP Algebra 2(H/U): In addition to reviewing 
fundamental Algebra 1 topics, students explore and 
understand rational expressions, irrational and 
complex numbers, equations and functions such as 
quadratic, cubic, exponential, absolute value, square 
root, greatest integer and piecewise. The course also 
develops students’ problem-solving skills through 
exploration and application.

AC Precalculus(H/U): This course prepares 
students for AP Calculus. It includes the study of 
advanced algebra topics such as functions (including 
exponential and logarithmic functions), complex 
numbers, and analytic geometry as well as the study 
of trigonometry (including circular function). 

Mathematics

13

Upper School Course 
Catalog



College Algebra(H/U): In addition to a review 
of fundamental algebraic concepts, this course 
further develops problem solving skills through 
the study of equations and inequalities, the 
Cartesian Plane and graphing, functions and 
their graphs, polynomial and rational functions, 
and exponential and logarithmic functions.

Twelfth Grade(1.0 credit required)

College Algebra(H/U): In addition to a review 
of fundamental Algebra concepts, this course 
further develops problem solving skills through 
the study of equations and inequalities, the 
Cartesian Plane and graphing, functions and 
their graphs, polynomial and rational functions, 
and exponential and logarithmic functions.

AC Precalculus(H/U): This course prepares 
students for Calculus.  It includes the study of 
advanced algebra topics such as functions 
(including exponential and logarithmic functions), 
complex numbers, and analytic geometry as well 
as the study of trigonometry (including circular 
function definitions, right triangle trigonometry, 
trigonometric identities and equations) and its 
applications. This accelerated course requires 
students to engage in deeper levels of critical 
thinking and more extensive problem solving.

AP Calculus AB(H/U): This Advanced Placement 
course includes the study of the basic concepts of 
calculus such as limits and continuity, 
differentiation and its applications, and 
integration and its applications. The course 
emphasizes a multi-representational approach to 
calculus, with concepts, results, and problems 
expressed numerically, analytically, graphically, 
and verbally. The course is equivalent to a college 
course in 

calculus and prepares students for the AP exam.  A 
passing score allows the student to obtain college 
credit as allowed by the individual AP credit policies of 
colleges and universities.

AP Statistics(H/U): This Advanced Placement course 
covers the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. 
Students are exposed to four broad conceptual 
themes of exploring data, sampling and 
experimentation, anticipating patterns, and statistical 
inference. The course is equivalent to a college 
statistics course and prepares students for the AP 
exam. A passing score allows the student to obtain 
college credit as allowed by the individual AP credit 
policies of colleges and universities.

Statistical Reasoning(H/U): This elective, 
one-semester course introduces students to the 
fundamental concepts and applications of statistics. 
Students learn to organize, analyze, and describe data 
sets and make data easier to understand by 
identifying averages, trends, patterns, and variation. 
They use graphs, charts, and statistical measures to 
interpret information and draw meaningful 
conclusions. Students also evaluate the reliability of 
data and apply statistical reasoning to real-world 
situations. Through hands-on activities and data 
analysis projects, students develop critical thinking 
skills and learn to make informed decisions based on 
evidence. 

Mathematics
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Ninth Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP Physics(H/U): This course introduces students 
to fundamental concepts of physics while 
emphasizing conceptual understanding and 
practical application rather than advanced 
mathematics. Students use algebraic equations to 
investigate physical phenomena and solve 
problems; therefore, students should have 
successfully completed or be concurrently 
enrolled in Algebra I. Through the study of 
motion, forces, energy, waves, and other core 
topics, students develop an understanding of the 
principles that govern the physical world. The 
course combines qualitative analysis with 
quantitative problem-solving to help students 
explain, predict, and interpret real-world 
phenomena.

AC Physics(H/U): This accelerated course covers 
the same topics as CP Physics while exploring 
concepts in greater depth and at a faster pace. 
Students engage in rigorous mathematical 
analysis, including multi-step problem solving and 
the application of algebraic models to physical 
systems. The course emphasizes both conceptual 
understanding and quantitative reasoning as 
students investigate motion, forces, energy, 
waves, and other fundamental principles of 
physics. Through data analysis, laboratory 
investigations, and complex problem-solving 
activities, students develop critical-thinking skills 
and a deeper understanding of the laws that 
govern the physical world

Tenth Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP Biology: Introductory biology places equal 
emphasis on molecular/cellular biology and 
organismal biology.  The objective of the course is 

to instill a basic comprehension of life - its unity and 
diversity, its structure and regulation. Laboratory work 
parallels reading and lecture and includes a six-week 
lab block on the dissection of a fetal pig.

AC Biology(H/U): This accelerated course provides a 
more in-depth examination of the concepts covered in 
CP Biology and requires a higher level of critical 
thinking and scientific reasoning. The course closely 
aligns with a pre-AP Biology sequence for students 
who plan to take AP Biology as seniors. Students 
engage in more rigorous analysis of biological systems 
and apply scientific practices through structured 
inquiry and laboratory work. A major component of 
the course includes an extensive laboratory unit on 
the dissection of a fetal pig, which supports detailed 
study of anatomy and physiology. This accelerated 
course provides a more in depth examination of the 
concepts of CP Biology and requires a deeper level of 
critical thinking.  Accelerated Biology closely resembles 
a pre-AP Biology course to accommodate those 
students who wish to take AP Biology as a senior. 
There is an extensive laboratory assignment block on 
the dissection of a fetal pig.  

Eleventh Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP Chemistry(H/U): This general chemistry course 
emphasizes the role of chemistry in everyday life and 
its connections to other areas of study. Students 
examine key topics including atomic and molecular 
structure, periodicity, chemical reactions, 
stoichiometry, thermodynamics, gas laws, and 
solutions. The course develops critical-thinking skills 
through problem-solving, laboratory investigations, 
and data analysis. Students apply chemical concepts 
to interpret data, explain phenomena, and strengthen 
scientific reasoning. 

Science
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AC Chemistry(H/U): This accelerated chemistry 
course covers the same concepts and skills as CP 
Chemistry while progressing at a faster pace and 
in greater depth. Students engage with a higher 
level of mathematical application and are 
expected to apply advanced critical-thinking skills 
to solve complex problems and analyze chemical 
systems. The course emphasizes a deeper 
understanding of atomic and molecular structure, 
chemical reactions, stoichiometry, 
thermodynamics, gas laws, and solutions. 
Through laboratory investigations, data analysis, 
and rigorous problem-solving, students 
strengthen their ability to apply chemical 
principles and reason scientifically. 

Twelfth Grade(1.0 credit required)

AP Biology(H/U): This senior-level course is 
equivalent to an introductory college biology 
course for biology majors. The course requires 
additional time outside of class for laboratory 
work, summer reading assignments, and 
engagement with a rigorous college-level text. 
Students study three major areas: molecules and 
cells, heredity and evolution, and organisms and 
populations. Prerequisites include successful 
completion of Accelerated Biology and 
Accelerated Chemistry, along with teacher 
approval. A qualifying score on the AP exam may 
allow students to earn college credit, depending 
on individual college and university policies, and 
to place into upper-level courses that require 
biology as a prerequisite. 

AP Chemistry(H/U): AP Chemistry is an 
introductory college-level chemistry course. This 
course is designed for students interested in 
science or engineering as a college major. 
Students cultivate 

their understanding of chemistry through 
inquiry-based lab investigations as they explore the 
four Big Ideas: scale, proportion, and quantity; 
structure and properties of substances; 
transformations; and energy.

AP Physics(H/U): AP Physics is an introductory 
college-level, algebra-based physics course. Students 
must complete precalculus or be currently enrolled in 
precalculus and receive teacher approval to enroll. 
The course builds a strong foundation in physics, 
fosters an appreciation of its real-world applications, 
and further develops students’ critical-thinking skills. A 
qualifying score on the AP exam may allow students to 
earn college credit, depending on individual college 
and university policies. 

Senior Seminars

Students who do not enroll in an AP course select two 
semester-long senior seminars to earn their fourth 
science credit. Students must pass each seminar 
independently. If a student does not pass the Fall 
seminar, they must complete and pass two seminars 
during the Spring semester in order to meet 
graduation requirements. The seminars offered come 
from the list below and may vary from year to year. 

Astronomy(H/U): This course explores the 
fundamentals of astronomy and cosmology, from the 
structure of our solar system to the large-scale 
structure of the universe. Students develop an 
understanding of how scientists observe astronomical 
phenomena and use those observations to build and 
refine scientific theories. The course emphasizes 
scientific inquiry and helps students interpret 
evidence to explain key concepts in space science. 

Science
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Forensic Science(H/U): Forensic Science engages 
students in the application of scientific methods 
to the investigation and resolution of crimes. The 
course draws on multiple disciplines, including 
biology, anatomy, chemistry, and physics, to 
analyze evidence and solve forensic problems. 
Instruction includes a combination of class 
lectures, online video lessons, demonstrations, 
laboratory investigations, article reviews, projects, 
and student-centered activities. Students develop 
skills in observation, evidence analysis, and 
scientific reasoning as they apply scientific 
principles to real-world investigative scenarios. 

Science
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Ninth Grade(1.0 credit required)

World History(H/U): This course examines world 
history from prehistory to the modern era. 
Students explore the history of Africa, the 
Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania while 
developing an understanding of major global 
events, movements, and civilizations. The course 
emphasizes historical reading and analytical skills 
as students interpret both primary and secondary 
sources. Students also evaluate different 
historiographical perspectives and develop 
reasoned arguments about the past. 

Tenth Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP United States Government and 
Politics(H/U): This semester course explores the 
formal and informal institutions that govern the 
United States. Students examine constitutional 
theory, policymaking, and linkage institutions 
while analyzing the relationships among 
individuals, groups, and institutions within the 
U.S. constitutional system. Through seminars, 
writing assignments, and other assessments, 
students develop an understanding of how 
government operates and how civic participation 
shapes public policy.  

CP Economics(H/U): This semester course 
introduces students to the principles and 
applications of microeconomics and 
macroeconomics. Through lectures, seminars, 
and writing assignments, students develop the 
ability to analyze economic information, articulate 
clear arguments, and deepen their understanding 
of how economies function. The course 
emphasizes applying economic reasoning to 
real-world issues at both the individual and 
national levels. 

AP United States Government and Politics(H/U): 
This year-long course is the equivalent of an 
introductory college course in American government. 
Students examine the philosophical foundations and 
structure of the Constitution, the relationships among 
the branches of government, civil liberties and civil 
rights, and the role of citizen engagement in the 
political process. The course prepares students for the 
AP exam through a rigorous program of reading, 
writing, and discussion.

Eleventh Grade(1.0 credit required)

CP United States History(H/U): This course examines 
American history from the pre-Columbian era to the 
present. Students study competition among European 
powers and Native Americans, the American 
Revolution and early republic, and the development of 
nationalism and sectionalism. The course also 
explores the Civil War era, the rise of the United States 
as an industrial and world power in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, and the major issues facing the nation in 
the post-war period. 

AP United States History(H/U): This course is 
equivalent to a college-level American history course 
and prepares students for the College Board AP exam. 
Students study the colonial era, the American 
Revolution and early republic, the paradoxical 
emergence of national unity and regional 
differentiation during the antebellum and Civil War 
eras, the rise of the United States as an industrial and 
world power in the 19th and 20th centuries, and the 
major issues facing the nation in the post-war period. 
Students analyze primary and secondary sources to 
evaluate evidence, interpret historical scholarship, and 
develop informed historical arguments. 
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Electives

AP Business with Personal Finance(H/U): This 
college-level course introduces students to the 
foundational principles of business, 
entrepreneurship, and personal financial 
decision-making. Aligned with the College Board’s 
framework, the course explores topics such as 
marketing, operations, finance, economics, ethical 
leadership, and business strategy, while also 
developing practical skills in budgeting, investing, 
credit management, and long-term financial 
planning. Through case studies, data analysis, and 
real-world applications, students examine how 
businesses operate and make strategic decisions 
in a competitive marketplace. The course 
emphasizes critical thinking, problem-solving, and 
financial literacy while preparing students for 
advanced study in business and related fields. 

AP European History(H/U): This course 
examines European history from 1450 to the 
present and focuses on seven major themes: 
interactions between Europe and the world; 
economic and commercial development; cultural 
and intellectual developments; states and other 
institutions of power; social organization and 
development; national and European identity; 
and technological and scientific innovation. 
Students explain historical developments over 
time, analyze sources in context, evaluate 
evidence and arguments, connect events to 
broader trends, and construct clear, 
well-supported historical claims. This 
writing-intensive course requires extensive 
reading of primary and secondary sources and 
frequent analytical writing, including 
short-answer questions, document-based 
questions, and long essay questions. 

Anthropology in Film(H/U): This semester-long 
course introduces students to the study of human 
cultures, beliefs, and practices. Students explore what 
it means to be human by examining cultural diversity, 
identity, rituals, symbols, and traditions while 
recognizing the shared experiences that connect 
people across societies. Through the analysis of films, 
students investigate how cultures represent 
themselves and develop a deeper understanding of 
human behavior and social organization. 

Comparative World Religions(H/U): This semester 
course introduces students to the major religions of 
the world through the study of their beliefs, practices, 
sacred texts, and worldviews. Students examine how 
religions have shaped cultures, societies, and 
historical developments across different regions and 
time periods. The course explores both the ethical 
teachings and the philosophical and metaphysical 
foundations of each tradition. 

Ethics(H/U): This semester course introduces 
students to the study of ethics and the concept of the 
good as understood across different cultures and 
philosophical traditions. Students examine enduring 
virtues such as self-discipline, compassion, honesty, 
leadership, and responsibility while considering their 
role in personal and civic life. The course also explores 
foundational questions in moral philosophy, including 
whether objective moral values exist and the 
relationship between morality and religious belief. 
Through reading, discussion, and analysis, students 
develop critical-thinking skills and learn to evaluate 
ethical arguments from multiple perspectives. 
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Peer Leadership I(H/U): This semester course 
develops the skills students need to make a 
positive impact on their school, community, and 
beyond. Through small- and large-group 
discussions, team-building activities, and 
community engagement experiences, students 
explore topics such as collaborative leadership, 
leadership styles, ethics, and decision-making. 
The course emphasizes the importance of 
effective communication, facilitation, and 
responsible risk-taking in a variety of settings. 
Students also develop interpersonal skills and 
learn how leadership can influence individuals, 
organizations, and communities. 

Sociology in Cinema(H/U): This semester-long 
course introduces students to the study of society 
and the ways social forces shape human 
behavior. Students develop their sociological 
imaginations as they examine topics such as 
socialization, the construction of reality, social 
institutions, and social inequality. The course 
incorporates concepts and skills from related 
disciplines, including history, anthropology, 
psychology, and other social sciences. Through 
the analysis of films, students explore sociological 
principles, investigate cultural norms and 
worldviews, identify patterns of social behavior, 
and interpret how individuals and communities 
navigate their environments and relationships. 

Sports in US Society(H/U): This semester course 
introduces students to the management, 
marketing, financial, and legal principles that 
shape the sports industry. Students examine the 
operation of sport facilities, events, and 
organizations across interscholastic, 
intercollegiate, professional, and international 
levels of competition. The course explores the 
role of sports in American society while 

developing an understanding of the business, 
organizational, and ethical issues that influence the 
modern sports landscape. 
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Ninth Grade (1.0 credit required)

Spanish I(H/U): This course introduces students 
to the Spanish language and develops 
novice-level proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Through the study of 
vocabulary, basic grammar and syntax, and 
cultural traditions, students build foundational 
communication skills in the target language.

Spanish II(H/U): Spanish II expands students’ 
vocabulary, strengthens grammatical accuracy, 
and increases proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Students engage in 
meaningful communication about topics such as 
school, leisure activities, travel, health, and 
cultural traditions. The course introduces more 
advanced grammatical structures, including past 
tenses, and encourages students to express 
opinions and describe events in greater detail. 
Through authentic texts, interactive activities, and 
cultural exploration, students deepen their 
understanding of the Spanish-speaking world.

10th Grade(1.0 credit required)

Spanish II(H/U): Spanish II expands students’ 
vocabulary, strengthens grammatical accuracy, 
and increases proficiency in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Students engage in 
meaningful communication about topics such 
as school, leisure activities, travel, health, and 
cultural traditions. The course introduces more 
advanced grammatical structures, including 
past tenses, and encourages students to 
express opinions and describe events in greater 
detail. Through authentic texts, interactive 
activities, and cultural exploration, students 
deepen their understanding of the 
Spanish-speaking world.

CP Spanish III(H/U): CP Spanish III continues the 
development of communicative proficiency with an 
emphasis on spontaneous expression and deeper 
cultural understanding. Students strengthen their 
skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
through the use of more advanced vocabulary and 
increasingly complex grammatical structures. The 
course focuses on communicating across multiple 
time frames, expressing opinions and emotions, 
making comparisons, and discussing contemporary 
issues. 

AC Spanish III(H/U): This accelerated course provides 
a more rigorous and in-depth study of the Spanish 
language and Hispanic cultures. Instruction takes 
place primarily in Spanish, and students are expected 
to use the target language consistently in class. 
Students strengthen their proficiency in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing while applying 
higher-order thinking skills such as analysis, 
interpretation, and synthesis. The course also explores 
the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries and 
encourages students to draw comparisons between 
those cultures and their own. 

Eleventh Grade

AC Spanish IV(H/U): This course refines students’ 
fluency and accuracy in Spanish through sustained 
communication and sophisticated expression. 
Students strengthen their ability to interpret, analyze, 
and discuss texts, media, and current issues from the 
Spanish-speaking world using advanced grammatical 
structures. The course emphasizes critical thinking as 
students defend opinions, hypothesize, and engage in 
extended conversations and presentations. Students 
continue to develop proficiency across listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing.
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Twelfth Grade

AP Spanish Language and Culture(H/U): This 
college-level course develops students’ 
proficiency in Spanish across interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational modes of 
communication. The course emphasizes 
authentic language use through the study of 
global themes such as personal and public 
identities, families and communities, 
contemporary life, science and technology, 
beauty and aesthetics, and global challenges. 
Students engage with a wide range of materials, 
including articles, audio sources, videos, and 
literary texts, and participate in discussions, 
debates, presentations, and written 
compositions. Instruction focuses on refining 
grammatical accuracy, expanding academic 
vocabulary, understanding cultural differences, 
and strengthening critical-thinking skills. By the 
end of the course, students are prepared to take 
the AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam and 
communicate confidently and effectively in both 
academic and real-world contexts. 
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Visual Arts I: Introduction to Visual Arts explores 
the many facets of art, including artistic styles and 
techniques, experimentation with a variety of 
media, studio-based projects, art history, written 
and oral critique, and research. Areas of 
concentration include the elements and principles 
of art, drawing, painting, and art criticism. 
Students develop a visual and structural 
understanding of two-dimensional processes with 
an emphasis on observation and the effective use 
of materials, processes, and concepts related to 
the elements of art and principles of design. 

Visual Arts II: Visual Arts I is required as a 
prerequisite. This advanced course is designed 
for highly motivated students who are interested 
in further exploration of various art forms and 
media. Students develop a visual and structural 
understanding of two- and three-dimensional 
design systems with an emphasis on observation 
and the effective use of materials, processes, and 
concepts related to the elements and principles 
of design. Students examine, experiment, and 
create works of art using a variety of media and 
are exposed to a range of artists, genres, cultures, 
and movements as they relate to both class and 
independent projects. 

Graphic Design I:  This course introduces 
students to graphic design as seen in posters, 
advertisements, logos, illustrations, signage, and 
packaging or product design. Students explore 
foundational design elements, vocabulary, and 
the tools, media, equipment, techniques, 
processes, and styles used in the field of graphic 
design. The course also examines the historical 
development of graphic design and its role in 
visual communication. Students apply design 
principles through hands-on projects that develop 
creativity and technical skill. 

Graphic Design II: This course builds on skills 
developed in Graphic Design I. Students explore more 
advanced design challenges and apply creative 
concepts through storyboards, layouts, and design 
prototypes. The course emphasizes the use of design 
vocabulary, tools, media, equipment, and techniques 
in planning and producing high-quality graphic design 
work.

Digital Design: This course introduces students to the 
fundamentals of digital media through hands-on 
projects in graphic design, video production, and 
audio editing. Students use industry-standard tools 
such as Photoshop, Premiere Pro, Audition, and 
Google Workspace to create multimedia content that 
communicates ideas effectively and tells compelling 
stories. By the end of the course, students produce a 
portfolio that showcases both creative development 
and technical skills.

Digital Photography: This course introduces students 
to photography through assignments, studio practice, 
and theoretical study. Students learn camera 
mechanics, image development, photographic printing 
techniques, and core concepts such as aperture 
(f-stop), shutter speed, lighting, and exposure. The 
course also explores historical and contemporary 
photographers and photographic methods through 
research, discussion, and critique. Students develop a 
body of photographic work while strengthening visual 
literacy and critical-thinking skills through written and 
oral analysis.
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Yearbook Business & Applied Design: This 
semester-long, application-based course focuses on 
the creation, design, and marketing of 
advertisements and promotional materials for the 
school yearbook. Students apply principles of visual 
communication, layout, typography, branding, and 
graphic design to develop advertisements, senior 
tributes, and recognition pages for print 
publication. As part of a school-based enterprise, 
students gain experience in advertising sales, client 
relations, marketing strategy, and financial 
management while meeting production deadlines 
and maintaining accurate business records. The 
course emphasizes creativity, applied commercial 
design, professionalism, collaboration, 
organization, and effective communication. Entry is 
by application and instructor approval, and the 
course may be repeated with increasing levels of 
leadership and responsibility. 

AP 2D Art: Visual Arts II, Graphic Design, or 
Photography is required as a prerequisite. In this 
course, students use the skills developed 
throughout the program, along with their own 
ideas, to create original works of art. Students 
develop an inquiry that guides their artmaking 
through practice, experimentation, and revision of 
materials, processes, and concepts while 
demonstrating 2-D design skills across media such 
as graphic design, photography, collage, 
printmaking, illustration, animation, game design, 
painting, fibers, and others. The course emphasizes 
artmaking as an ongoing process that involves 
informed, imaginative, and critical decision-making 
and risk-taking. Through design exercises, 
teacher-led digital presentations, and group and 
individual critiques, students analyze and discuss 
well-known works of art as well as student work 
within contemporary and historical contexts. 
Written assignments throughout the year

help students articulate and reflect on their creative 
process and the development of their sustained 
investigation. 

AP Drawing: Visual Arts II, Graphic Design, or 
Photography is required as a prerequisite. This 
course prepares students for the AP Drawing Portfolio 
Exam and corresponds to a college-level foundations 
course in studio art. Students develop and apply 
drawing skills such as mark-making, line, surface, 
space, light and shade, and composition while working 
in a single medium or across multiple media, including 
painting, drawing, animation, printmaking, installation 
art, graphic design, fashion design, collage, and digital 
art and design tools. The course emphasizes 
artmaking as an ongoing process that involves 
informed, imaginative, and critical decision-making 
and risk-taking. Through drawing exercises, 
teacher-led digital presentations, and group and 
individual critiques, students analyze and discuss 
works of art from contemporary media as well as 
historical contexts. Written assignments throughout 
the year support students in articulating their process 
and refining the questions that guide their sustained 
investigation.
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Beginning Band I and II: This course provides 
students with learning and performance 
opportunities on a wide variety of contemporary 
instruments (acoustic guitar, electric guitar, bass 
guitar, ukulele, piano, and drums) as well as 
traditional wind and percussion instruments. The 
primary focus is the development of skills 
necessary for effective instrumental music 
performance in a supportive and engaging 
musical environment. In addition to large 
ensemble experiences, students are encouraged 
to pursue individual growth through participation 
in solo and small ensembles, as well as honor 
bands.

Intermediate Band I and II: This course builds 
on Beginning Band and provides continued 
learning and performance opportunities on a 
wide variety of contemporary instruments 
(acoustic guitar, electric guitar, bass guitar, 
ukulele, piano, and drums) as well as traditional 
wind and percussion instruments. Students 
expand upon foundational skills and are 
challenged to perform more complex musical 
selections and arrangements. The course 
strengthens technical proficiency, music-reading 
abilities, and ensemble performance skills 
through regular practice and performance. 
Emphasis is placed on musicianship, 
collaboration, and artistic expression as students 
prepare repertoire from a variety of musical 
styles and genres. Students also develop greater 
independence in rehearsal settings and refine 
their ability to listen, evaluate, and respond to 
musical performances. Opportunities for public 
performance allow students to demonstrate their 
growth as musicians and ensemble members.

Advanced Drama I: This course offers a 
comprehensive study of theatrical technical 
production, allowing students to develop design skills, 
refine their understanding of stagecraft, and 
strengthen artistic expression both onstage and 
offstage. Students engage in hands-on activities, 
collaborative projects, and critical analysis of theatrical 
works. As part of the creative process for the fall 
one-act play, students contribute to props, scenery, 
costume design, lighting choices, budgeting, character 
and setting research, and stage management 
planning. The production serves as a central focus of 
the course, and students play an integral role in 
bringing the performance to life visually and 
technically.

Advanced Drama II: This course offers a 
comprehensive study of theatrical performance 
techniques, allowing students to develop acting skills, 
refine their understanding of theatrical production, 
and strengthen artistic expression on stage. Students 
participate in hands-on activities, character 
development work, and critical analysis of theatrical 
performances, along with a variety of performance 
experiences. As part of the creative process for the 
spring musical, students engage in research that 
supports character development and explores how 
setting, time period, genre, and dialect influence 
performance. The production serves as a central focus 
of the course, and students play an integral role in 
bringing the performance to life.
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Body Sculpting: This semester-long course 
provides female students with opportunities to 
improve strength, fitness, and body composition 
through targeted exercise and conditioning 
programs. Students participate in a variety of 
activities, including weight training, yoga, 
flexibility exercises, and cardiovascular 
conditioning, to improve muscle tone, definition, 
posture, and overall physical wellness. The course 
emphasizes proper exercise techniques, goal 
setting, and safe training practices. Students learn 
how regular physical activity supports long-term 
health, increases energy levels, and enhances 
physical performance. The course also 
encourages self-discipline, personal responsibility, 
and confidence as students work toward 
individual fitness goals.

Health: This course explores the mental, physical, 
and social aspects of student life and how each 
contributes to overall health and well-being. 
Students examine topics such as personal and 
internet safety, nutrition, mental health, physical 
health, substance abuse prevention, disease 
prevention, environmental health, family life 
education, health careers, consumer health, and 
community health. The course focuses on these 
topics as they relate to today's teens and their 
current social environment. Students develop 
decision-making and problem-solving skills that 
support informed choices about their health and 
wellness. Through class discussions, activities, 
and real-world applications, students learn 
strategies for maintaining healthy lifestyles.

Lifetime Sports: This course develops students’ skills, 
knowledge, and appreciation of a variety of team and 
recreational sports. Students participate in a rotating 
selection of activities each semester, ensuring 
exposure to a broad range of sports and physical 
challenges. The course emphasizes teamwork, 
sportsmanship, communication, and personal 
responsibility while helping students improve 
sport-specific skills and overall fitness. Students learn 
game rules, strategies, and techniques that support 
successful participation and lifelong enjoyment of 
physical activity. Through active participation, students 
build confidence, develop healthy habits, and gain an 
understanding of the value of cooperation and team 
achievement. The course encourages students to 
remain physically active throughout their lives by 
introducing activities they can continue beyond their 
school years.  

Weight Training: This course develops muscular 
strength, endurance, flexibility, coordination, and 
sport-specific movement patterns through a 
structured strength-training program. Students learn 
proper lifting techniques, exercise safety, and training 
principles while participating in activities designed to 
improve overall fitness and physical performance. The 
course emphasizes goal setting, personal 
accountability, and consistent effort as students work 
to achieve individual fitness objectives. Students also 
gain an understanding of how strength training 
supports athletic performance, injury prevention, and 
long-term health. While athletes are encouraged to 
enroll in this course, the program welcomes all 
students who wish to improve their fitness, build 
strength, and develop healthy exercise habits. 
Through regular participation, students gain the 
knowledge and skills necessary to maintain an active 
and healthy lifestyle. 
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The Deerfield-Windsor School Academic Support Center (ASC) provides individualized 
support and accommodations for students who may need additional assistance to 
thrive in our college-preparatory environment. The program is designed for students of 
average to above-average ability who have a documented learning difference or 
disability identified through educational or psychological evaluations. We offer three 
different tiers for students to find a program that fits best for their academic needs.

Working in partnership with students, families and teachers, the ASC helps students 
develop the skills, strategies and confidence needed to achieve academic success while 
fully participating in the life of the school. Our goal is to empower students to become 
independent learners who are prepared to meet the expectations of college and 
beyond.

Academic Support Center 
Contacts:

*Upper School: Marti Yelverton

marti.yelverton@deerfieldwindsor.com

*Middle School: Amanda Shemwell

amanda.shemwell@deerfieldwindsor.com

Academic and Learning Support Program
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Tier 3  
Support Program

Requirements: 
● Current psychological report on file at DWS 

(every 3 years)
● Signed parent contract for ASC services 

(yearly)

Provisions:
● The ASC will facilitate testing 

accommodations recommended by the 
psychologist.

● The ASC will request accommodations to 
ACT/College Boards with parent permission.

Exclusions: All recommendations made on the 
psychological report may not be implemented 
based on resources available.

Academic and Learning Support Program
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Tier 1  
9th Grade Comprehensive Program

Requirements: 
● Current psychological report on file at DWS (every 3 

years)
● Signed parent contract for ASC services (yearly)
● Students must meet weekly with ASC staff

Provisions: 
● The ASC will facilitate testing accommodations 

recommended by the psychologist.
● The ASC director will facilitate communication 

between students, faculty and the learning center.
● Students will have access to the ASC during their 

study hall.
● The ASC will provide support services during study 

hall, flex and office hours, as needed.
○ Students will be required to meet with the 

ASC faculty at least once a week.
● The ASC will provide strategies to help with study 

skills, test-taking, planning, and organization.
● The ASC will facilitate communication between 

parents and teachers, as the need arises.

Tier 2
Academic Program

Requirements
● Current psychological report on file at DWS (every 3 

years)
● Signed parent contract for ASC services (yearly)

Provisions:
● The ASC will facilitate testing accommodations 

recommended by the psychologist.
● The ASC director will facilitate communication 

between students, faculty and the learning center.
● The ASC will provide support services during study 

hall, flex and office hours, as needed..
● The ASC will facilitate communication between 

parents and teachers, as the need arises.


