Disclaimer: Translated prompts are provided to help parents understand and use the practice
materials. All ELPAC-style practice should be conducted in English.

Writing

Introduction
What do the four types of writing questions look like?

1. Describe a Picture
o The student looks at a picture and writes a brief description about what is
happening.
2. Write About an Experience
o The student is provided with a common topic, such as a memorable classroom
activity or event, and is prompted to write about the topic.

3. Write About Academic Information
o The student interprets academic information from a graphic organizer created for

a group project and answers two questions about it.
4. Justify an Opinion
o The student is asked to write an essay providing a position and appropriate
supporting reasons about a school-related topic.

1. Describe a Picture
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Your partner has started writing a paragraph about the picture.
The paragraph may contain errors. Read your partner’s paragraph

and then follow the directions for answering the two questions. #Words 0/4000 ¥ Chars 0/20000
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In the box, write a new sentence to describe what the children
might do next.
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Children are looking. A boy point from the map. One
girl is sitting. She is in a chair.
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Create your own “describe a picture” questions:

1. Choose a detailed picture showing people, objects, and actions, such as a classroom
project, community event, science activity, or outdoor scene.

2. Ask your child to study the picture carefully and notice who is there, what is
happening, where the scene takes place, and important details.

3. Have your child write 5-8 complete sentences describing the picture using clear
details, descriptive words, and complete thoughts.

Tip: Encourage your child to organize their ideas and include specific details from the picture.

2. Write About an Experience
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In the following box, you are going to write a paragraph in English about your personal experience.

Think about a time when you helped a teacher or another person in your school. Who did you help? Why
did you help? What did you do? Describe your experience.

* Your paragraph should include at least three complete sentences and should have a beginning, a middle, and an
end.

* Use descriptions, details, and examples to make your writing interesting.

* Check your writing for correct grammar, capital letters, punctuation, and spelling.

) @ o e

B I YU 7. = =

X%

#Words 014000 # Chars 0720000}

Create your own “write about an experience” questions:

1. Choose a familiar upper-elementary topic such as a class project, field trip, sports
event, family celebration, volunteer activity, or personal accomplishment.

2. Talk about the experience first by discussing what happened, the order of events, and
why it was memorable.

3. Have your child write 6-8 complete sentences with a clear beginning, middle, and
end.



Tip: Encourage your child to use transition words (such as first, next, then, and finally) and
include details that help the reader understand the experience.

3. Write About Academic Information

ELPAC Example Question:
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Imagine that you are writing a description with a classmate. Your classmate filled in
information in a graphic organizer about reducing, reusing, and recycling. Read the details in|
the graphic organizer. Then use the information to answer the two questions.

The Three Rs: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle

Reduce Reuse
How:
Reduce How: * Use reusable Reuse
What is it? « Take short showers [, e Z?,zgil;egigs as What is it?
Use fewer resources Jf « Bring bags to stores trash bags Use items again

» Turn lights off « Carry the same

‘water bottle with you

Recycle

How:
= Make craft projects
from old household materials
+ Bring glass, aluminum, and paper

to recycling centers
* Use items made from
recycled materials

Recycle
What is it?
Change old products into new products

®°

Your classmate has started writing a description of reducing. Read your classmate’s sentence to yourself now.

Reducing means using fewer resources.

Now it is your turn to add to the description. In the following box, write one sentence explaining how you can use
fewer resources. Use the details from your classmate’s graphic organizer to help you.
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Now continue describing reducing, reusing, and recycling. Write two or more sentences providing additional
information explaining what reusing and recycling are and how people can reuse and recycle items. Use the details
from your classmate’s graphic organizer to help you.
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Create your own “write about academic information” questions:

1.

Create a simple graphic organizer such as a chart, table, timeline, Venn diagram, or
bar graph about a grades 3-5 science or social studies topic.

Ask your child to study the graphic organizer and answer two questions using the
information shown.

Have your child write complete sentence responses that explain the information
using evidence from the graphic organizer.

Tip: Encourage your child to refer back to the graphic organizer when writing their answers.

4. Justify an Opinion

ELPAC Example Question:
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In the following box, you are going to write at least one paragraph in English about an important issue.

The teachers in your school have decided they will not give homework for the whole school year.

Do you think that it is a good idea for teachers to stop giving homework? Write at least one paragraph in
support of your opinion to give to your principal. Make sure you write at least three sentences and
include your opinion and supporting reasons.

* Think about what you will write before you begin writing.

* State your opinion clearly and give two or more reasons to support your opinion.
* The paragraph should include at least three complete sentences.

* Check your writing for correct grammar, capital letters, punctuation, and spelling.
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Create your own “justify an opinion” questions:

1. Choose a school-related topic that has two reasonable choices, such as homework,
recess, classroom pets, school uniforms, or field trips.

2. Ask your child to choose one position and explain why they think it is the better
choice.

3. Have your child write a short opinion essay (6-8 sentences) that includes their
opinion, at least two supporting reasons, and a concluding sentence.

Tip: Encourage your child to support each reason with examples or details and organize their
writing clearly from beginning to end.

Copy and Paste prompt into Al for additional practice problems:

Al Safety Reminder: Do not share personal or sensitive information with Al, including full
names, home addresses, phone numbers, passwords, account information, or other private
details. Use Al practice tools with adult supervision, especially for children.

Chat GPT

Paste Entire Prompt Below into Al

Create Grades 3-5 ELPAC-style writing practice for English learners using the four official
writing task types. First ask the parent which practice option they want: Describe a Picture, Write
About an Experience, Write About Academic Information, Justify an Opinion, or All Sections.
After the parent selects, create only the selected section(s). If All Sections is chosen, create the
sections in order and pause between sections by asking the parent if they would like to continue
to the next section.
The practice should be formatted like a test or workbook that a student can complete
independently. Clearly label each section and activity by writing task type. For each activity,
provide the directions and prompt first, followed by a student response space. Do not provide
coaching, explanations, or example answers during the student task.
SECTION 1: DESCRIBE A PICTURE
Create 2 activities. For each activity, provide a parent instruction that says: “Parent:
Find or provide a supporting image for the student to view before writing.” The
image should show a detailed scene that could include people, actions, objects, places,
and events relevant to the writing task. After the student views the image, provide a
writing prompt asking the student to write 5-8 complete sentences describing what is
happening in the picture. The student should use details from the image to develop their
written response.
SECTION 2: WRITE ABOUT AN EXPERIENCE
Create 2 writing activities about familiar upper-elementary experiences such as school,
family, field trips, sports, community service, friendships, challenges, celebrations, or


https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&pf=1&ai=DChsSEwiS8Oiwo9CVAxVSO60GHcdbA_gYACICCAEQABoCcHY&co=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkvDosKPQlQMVUjutBh3HWwP4EAAYASAAEgIdzvD_BwE&cid=CAAS0wHkaFX7_wWMEkxCmVsSyZXU7mFxjMs6T9xFEvF01HPcw5EzPZ8ZOYPGN-T77SIqdlq659DcQXMvsDj23y6aigOelVq_p5zLdDvQ2OLoy0ckHwhvdu0jGu2mLL2MWmh_Mx8Hs1ketowSyq_TJxJIl-Qy1wji6-Q772YAnZDrRcDdaboCA-YsnOrWYbOpZ3nzRr9S9JZsefLb-aJ6o5mOwqD9X6nQjGCuxE667oeXiPqI7XMLAwtkH9euvvDFJc7Q65Er8BiU8JkjHSO_zsRqFy5VOwfE&cce=2&category=acrcp_v1_32&sig=AOD64_35qPSiw9kwCvfD3ZHB1wkgkjMZwQ&q&nis=4&adurl=https://chatgpt.com?utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dpaid_search%26utm_campaign%3DGOOG_C_SEM_GBR_Core_CHT_BAU_ACQ_PER_MIX_ALL_NAMER_US_EN_031126%26c_id%3D23637266097%26c_agid%3D196969199191%26c_crid%3D799723769163%26c_kwid%3Dkwd-1929023773090%26c_ims%3D%26c_pms%3D9031944%26c_nw%3Dg%26c_dvc%3Dc%26gad_source%3D1%26gad_campaignid%3D23637266097%26gbraid%3D0AAAAA-I0E5d0gPF_GZXpyNfV_GJhdjnGG%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIkvDosKPQlQMVUjutBh3HWwP4EAAYASAAEgIdzvD_BwE&ved=2ahUKEwiZ8OOwo9CVAxUUyOYEHWwuAPYQ0Qx6BAgMEAE

personal accomplishments. Ask the student to write 6—8 complete sentences about the
experience. The response should have a clear beginning, middle, and end and include
specific details about what happened.
SECTION 3: WRITE ABOUT ACADEMIC INFORMATION
Create 2 activities. Each activity should include a simple graphic organizer described
clearly enough that it could be illustrated. Include a noticeable statement that should say
the parent should find a supporting image online the student can refer to. The organizer
should present academic information appropriate for Grades 3-5, such as science,
social studies, or other school subjects. After the organizer, ask the student 2
comprehension questions about the information. Then provide a writing prompt asking
the student to write a short response using information and evidence from the graphic
organizer.
SECTION 4: JUSTIFY AN OPINION
Create 2 opinion-writing activities about familiar school-related topics. Each activity
should ask the student to write a short opinion essay of 6—8 complete sentences. The
response should state a clear opinion, support the opinion with at least two reasons,
include supporting details when appropriate, and end with a concluding sentence.
PRACTICE REQUIREMENTS
Format the entire practice like a student test or workbook that can be completed independently.
Do not use a live Al conversation, examiner role-play, or back-and-forth interaction. Present
each task, directions, prompt, question, and answer space clearly. Do not provide explanations
or coaching during the student task. Prompt a yes or no if the parent would like to see examples
at the bottom of the page called EXAMPLE RESPONSES FOR PARENTS that exemplify a
correct answer for that question type which parents can refer to afterwards. Use only
age-appropriate upper-elementary topics and language. Encourage students to write complete
sentences and organize their ideas, while focusing primarily on developing and communicating
ideas rather than perfect spelling or grammar.



