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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SUFFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

JULY 21, 2026 
7:00 P.M. 

 
Town Hall  

83 Mountain Road, Suffield, CT 
 
 

Commissioners present: Chairman Art Christian, Vice-Chairman Glenn Neilson, Beth Fanous, Norm John Noble, 
Jessica McCue, Ray Wilcox, Gary Phelps and Kathy Bielonko – Alternate  
 
Also present: Keith Morris, Conservation Consultant, Chad Kuzontkoski, Park Superintendent and Norm Cheever, 
Southwick Conservation Commission 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER – 7:00 P.M. 
 
Chairman Christian called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked Consultant Morris to read the agenda aloud. 
 
PARK SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

Parks Superintendent Chad Kuzontkoski reported an algae bloom at Sunrise Park and the appropriate protocol for treating 
and testing the water before swimming is permitted. The Commission agreed that the water should be treated and 
subsequently tested before the pond is reopened for swimming. A one- to two-day testing option was discussed at an 
estimated cost of $588. Mr. Kuzontkoski will contact the Health Department and the testing company to obtain additional 
guidance regarding testing requirements, swimming restrictions, and potential residual toxins.  

Commissioner Wilcox MOTIONED and Commissioner Noble seconded to have the water tested prior to the scheduled 
chemical treatment, authorize payment for the one- to two-day testing option, and restrict swimming until the test results 
are received. The motion passed unanimously. 

The Commission discussed several park improvement and maintenance items. Three new picnic tables have been 
purchased to replace the deteriorating tables on the outer deck. Commissioners also discussed invasive weeds growing on 
the hillside and the use of wood chips to help address the issue. Chad will coordinate with Lee regarding delivery of the 
wood chips. 

The Commission discussed applying for technical assistance through the National Park Service’s Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Program to assist with improvements to the lower field. The lower field pavilion is in need of 
reconstruction, and the existing playscape equipment was identified as unsafe and in need of replacement. The possibility 
of installing an automatic gate at the park entrance was also discussed, including options for resident access and potential 
grant funding. The Commission asked Mr. Kuzontkoski to obtain quotes for the proposed automatic gate. Additional 
maintenance items included obtaining pricing for moss removal from the rooftops of the park buildings and pavilion. 

INFORMAL DISCUSSION 

1. Zachary – East Street North 

The Commission discussed ongoing concerns regarding soil erosion and mud runoff associated with the E Street North 
development. Commissioners expressed disappointment with the lack of action by Mr. Zachary, noting that he had 
previously committed to correcting the situation several months ago. The Town has received numerous complaints 
regarding the condition of the site. Commissioners also noted that the approved plan has not been followed as originally 
agreed upon. 
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Mr. Zachary attributed the delays to issues with the contractor and indicated that sod and topsoil would be installed by 
Friday to address the erosion concerns. Commissioners expressed concern that previous commitments to the Town had 
not been fulfilled. 

The Commission noted that the Town will issue bills for the Conservation Commission’s consultant services related to the 
matter. Commissioners stated that the Town Attorney will be notified if the issues are not corrected immediately. Further 
investigation will also be conducted to determine whether a bond is in place for the property. 

2. Valvo – Barn – 132 Silver Creek 

Mr. Valvo presented plans for construction of a barn on his property, which includes an area of wetlands. The 
primary issue discussed was access to the proposed barn location and how to cross an existing wetland/swale 
without interfering with the existing flow of water. 

The Commission discussed the possibility of limited activity within the swale to facilitate access to the higher 
ground where the barn is proposed, provided that the existing water flow is maintained and impacts to the 
wetland are minimized. 

Keith Morris recommended that the applicant consult with the Commission’s environmental consultant 
regarding the proposed crossing and constructability of the project. Additional information and guidance will be 
obtained before the project proceeds further. 

3. Casaei – Logging Operations – Newgate Road/Oak Street 

The Commission discussed upcoming timber harvests on two properties in Suffield. The Oak Street property, 
owned by Charles Oppenheimer and Debbie St. Peter, will involve a selective improvement cut. Proper 
mitigation measures will be used, including bridge mats at the wetland crossing. It was noted that no clear-
cutting will occur near wood duck habitat. 

The Newgate Road property, owned by R.C. Lapointe, will involve an improvement cut over trap rock terrain. 
Due to the site conditions, significant erosion concerns are not anticipated. An intermittent drainage area is 
located nearby and will be protected with hay bales if necessary. Both operations are expected to begin in 
August and will follow conventional logging practices, with no stump removal or grubbing proposed. 

The Commission discussed the need for site monitoring and protection of wetland resources. Keith Morris will 
conduct site inspections and maintain communication with the appropriate enforcement personnel. 

Vice Chairman Neilson MOTIONED and Commissioner Wilcox seconded to approve the logging operation on Newgate 
Road and Oak Street as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

4. MacNaughton – South Grand Street 

The Commission reviewed a revised subdivision proposal on South Grand Street involving wetlands, drainage, 
and a proposed driveway.  The engineer presented plans to increase the contributing watershed to the wetland 
area from approximately 2.8 acres to 4.4 acres through the use of roof leaders, rain gardens, and swales. The 
Commission expressed significant concerns regarding the increased volume of water entering the area and the 
potential for flooding, erosion, and other adverse impacts to the wetlands and surrounding properties, including 
existing road drainage concerns. 

The engineer explained that the existing drainage system and berms should maintain appropriate water levels 
despite the additional flow. The Commission emphasized the importance of maintaining existing drainage 
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patterns and ensuring that the proposed system would adequately manage stormwater without negatively 
affecting the wetlands or surrounding properties. Additional calculations were requested to confirm that the 
proposed drainage modifications would not worsen existing flooding conditions or create additional impacts. 
The engineer agreed to complete the calculations and report back to the Commission. He will also review the 
drainage calculations and evaluate potential flooding, increased water flow, and wetland impacts.  

PLAN ACCEPTANCE 
 

1. Permit #1747 – Guilmartin (applicant) – Single family home – Hale Street.  This property is located on the 
north side of Hale Street, nearest intersection being Prospect Street.  Assessor’s Map 24, Block 26, Lot 96. 

 
Keith Morris, Conservation Consultant, provided an update on Permit #1747 and reviewed the proposed plan for a single-
family home. 

 
Vie-Chairman Neilson MOTIONED and Commissioner Phelps seconded to approve Permit #1747 – Guilmartin 
(applicant) – Single family home – Hale Street.  This property is located on the north side of Hale Street, nearest 
intersection being Prospect Street.  Assessor’s Map 24, Block 26, Lot 96 and add it to the August 25th Meeting of 
the Conservation Commission.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Norm Cheever, Chair of the Southwick Conservation Commission asked if commission members had any questions or 
concerns regarding the NRCS project informational materials he distributed at the last meeting.  He also offered to 
forward the Algae Protocol for algae blooms that Southwick follows for the Congamond Lakes to Keith Morris.   

CONSULTANT’S REPORT 

Keith Morris provided the commission with a brief update on 1000 East Street North and the issues with the homeowner 
and her neighbor. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 23, 2026 MEETING 

Commissioner Noble MOTIONED and Commissioner McCue seconded to approve the minutes from the June 23, 2026 
meeting as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Noble MOTIONED and Vice-Chairman Neilson seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 p.m.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Kristen O. Lambert 
Recording Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 


