
GCPS FY2027 Budget
2026 Final Millage Rate

2nd Public Input Hearing – July 27, 2026, at 6:00 pm



2

Purpose of Today’s Public 
Hearing

•Present the proposed Millage Rate for the FY2027 Budget
•Explain how it supports essential school services and 
student outcomes
•Receive public input before final adoption
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KEY ACTIVITIES 

ADOPTED FY2027 
BUDGET

TENTATIVE 2026 
MILLAGE  RATE 

ADOPTED

FINAL 2026 TAX 
DIGEST DATA 

RECEIVED FROM 
COUNTY

• Completed the FY2027 budget 

development process -  September 

2025 through May 2026 -  included 

community and stakeholder input.

• Aligned budget to strategic 

priorities. 

• Adopted on May 28, 2026.

• Utilized projected digest from 

County

• Set an unchanged Tentative 

Millage Rate of 18.70 mills , on 

May 28, 2026

• Analyzed final 2026 tax digest 

information

• Prepared and released required 

property tax notice

Next:

• Hold 2 more public hearings

• Final adoption of Millage Rate

Overview of the Millage Rate Process in Support 
of the FY2027 Budget



4

Requirements under Georgia Statutes

GA Code § 48 -5-32.1 (2024) Ad Valorem Taxation of Property and the  resolution or ordinance 
required for millage rate; advertisement of intent

(1) Whenever a recommending authority or levying authority shall propose to adopt a millage rate which does not exceed the roll - back  rate, 
it shall adopt that millage rate at an advertised public meeting and at a time and place which is convenient to the taxpayers  of  the taxing 
jurisdiction, in accordance with the procedures specified under Code Section 48 - 5- 32.

(2)   In those instances, in which the recommending authority or levying authority proposes to establish a general maintenanc e a nd operation 
millage rate which would require increases beyond the roll - back rate, the recommending authority or levying authority shall adve rtise its 
intent to do so and shall conduct at least three public hearings thereon, at least one of which shall commence between the ho urs  of 6:00 P.M. 
and 7:00 P.M., inclusive, on a business weekday. The recommending authority or levying authority shall place an advertisement  in  a 
newspaper of general circulation serving the residents of the unit of local government and post such advertisement on the web sit e of the 
recommending or levying authority

What this means:
•The district must hold public hearings before adopting a Millage Rate
•If the rate exceeds the rollback rate, multiple hearings are required
•Public notice is required by law
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• Rate used to calculate property taxes . 

• Represents the amount of tax per every $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed value . 

• Millage rates are multiplied by the taxable value of the property 
to arrive at the property tax amount.

Simple Illustration: Home with Market Value  = $400,000* taxed at 5 mills.

Assessed Value  = 160,000 ( 40% of Market Value )

Millage Rate  = 0.005 or 5 mills

Annual Property Tax is 160,000 x 0.005 = $800

* The Market Value and Assessed Value are determined by the County Assessors .

What Is a School Millage Rate?
In Georgia, the Millage Rate is set by the governing authority that levies the tax for 
school property taxes, that is the local school board  (often called the Board of 
Education or School District Board). 

The Millage Rate is the local tax rate that funds public schools. It pays for everyday operations like 
teachers, transportation, and classroom resources.
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How GCPS Pays for Day -To - Day Operations

Expenditures by FunctionTotal General Fund Revenue

The Millage Rate directly supports classroom instruction and essential services.

The General Fund supports daily school operations, including:
• Teacher salaries and staffing
• Student transportation
• Classroom instruction and resources

 Local property taxes are a primary source of this funding



Overview of the 2026 Digest Results and Five -Year 
History

Tentatively -  18.70 M&O Mills

Real/Personal digest growth= 1.9%, $1.4B 

2026 Est. Net 
Taxes increase 
1.4% or $16.2M

LESS: 
• Homestead Exemptions increased 3.8% 
• Total Exemptions increased 4.6%

Gross Digest Growth = 1.9%

Net Digest Growth =1.4% or $0.9B
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Digest History and Prior Millage Rate Reductions

Lowered Mills 
by  .5 

Lowered Mills 
by .1 

8

Lowered Mills 
by .4 



GCPS Millage Rate History
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Since FY2019 GCPS has lowered the Millage Rate more than 1.0 mill

Final 2026 (FY2027) 
Millage Rate 18.70 

 for Maintenance and 
Operation (M&O)

1.45 Debt Service
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Homeowner Impact –  M&O 18.70
Estimated annual impact on a $400,000 home: approximately $25 increase per year
• Based on assessed value (40% of market value)
• Calculated using the millage rate formula:  Assessed value x millage rate = tax 
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Gwinnett County Tax Commissioner –  
Exemptions

For more information on types of exemptions visit the Gwinnett County website : 
https://www.gwinnetttaxcommissioner.com/available-exemptions



2026 Comparison of Metro School Districts 
• M&O Millage Rates
• GCPS is by far the largest school system with the lowest per student tax base 

Student Enrollment 
• 73% larger than Cobb, nearly twice that of DeKalb, more than two times larger than Fulton, and almost 4 times AP S

Property Tax per student = tax base / enrollment  (computed from table)
• GCPS $6.7K per student, Cobb $8.5K per student, DeKalb $11.4K per student, Fulton $10.6K per student, and APS $20.3K
       per student
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Gwinnett’s Millage Rate remains competitive to metro districts

Property Tax Year 2023 2024 2025 2026 General Fund Estimates

District

FY24 M&O 
Millage 

Rate

FY25 M&O 
Millage 

Rate
FY26 M&O 

Millage Rate

FY27 M&O 
Millage 

Rate

Per Pupil Exp 
FY27 GF 
Budget

Estimated 
FY27 

Enrollment

Property Tax 
Revenue (Ad 

Valorem)

Property Tax 
Revenue Per 

Student
Total Local 

Revenue
Total General 
Fund Revenue

GF Prop Tax % 
of GF Total Rev

GF Local Rev % 
of GF Total Rev

Gwinnett Schols 19.2 19.1 18.7 18.7 $           16,156 178,305 $1.2 B $              6,730 $1.3 B $2.9 B 42% 45%

Cobb Schoos 18.7 18.7 18.7 18.7 $           16,585 103,283 $880 M $              8,520 $930 M $1.7 B 52% 55%

Dekalb Schols 23.0 22.9 22.8 22.8 $           18,775 90,265 $1.03 B $           11,411 $1.06 B $1.67 B 62% 64%

Fulton Schols 17.1 17.1 17.1 17.1 $           17,242 84,792 $899 M $           10,602 $892 M $1.4 B 64% 63%

Atlanta Schols 20.5 20.5 20.3 20.3 $           27,256 47,797 $0.97 B $           20,294 $1.01 B $1.3 B 75% 78%
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Real Property: Value/Reassessments increased 0.76% and Growth/Development increased 0.81%

Comparison of 2025 to 2026

Modest Digest Growth Driven By Exemptions 
and Reassessments
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For More Details on the FY2027 Budget and
Millage Rate Visit GCPS Budget Webpage:

At https://www.gcpsk12.org/about-us/budget-and-financial-information
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Next Steps

• Hold remaining public hearings on the final 2026 Millage Rate in support of 
the FY2027 Budget

• Review public and Board input
• Finalize recommendations
• Adopt the final 2026 Millage Rate on August 3, 2026
• Submit adopted rate to Gwinnett County

This Millage Rate delivers essential school services and supports student outcomes every day, ensuring quality instruction 
and strong schools, while maintaining responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars and fiscal stability.



GCPS FY2027 Budget  
2026 Property Tax 
Final Millage Rate 

2nd Public Input Hearing –  July 27, 2026, at 6:00 pm
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