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Assessment WHO  
takes the 

assessment? 

WHAT  
subjects? 

WHAT  
is the format/purpose? 

WHEN  
is it administered? 

HOW  
is it used? 

myIGDIs -  
My Individual 

Growth 
Development 

Indicators 

 
 

Grade PK4 Early Literacy 
and  

Early 
Numeracy 

★​ 5 subtests for Early Literacy 
(Picture Naming, Rhyming, 
Sound Identification, “Which 
One Doesn’t Belong?” and 
Alliteration) 

★​ 4 subtests for Early Numeracy 
(Oral Counting, Quantity 
Comparison, Number 
Naming, and 1-to-1 
Correspondence Counting) 

★​ 1-to-1, teacher administered 
using flip cards 

★​ Early Numeracy activities are 
timed to 1 minute or less 

★​ Purpose: Use data to move 
children towards kindergarten 
readiness 

3 times a year - fall, 
winter, spring 

 
Fall administration 
must be within first 

45 days of 
academic calendar 

 
Spring 

administration 
must be within last 

45 days of 
academic calendar 

 

★​ Focus and  differentiate 
instruction (small 
groups, 1:1) according 
to skill strengths and 
weaknesses 

★​ Individualize skill and 
pace that is right for the 
learner 

 
 

 
                        Early Literacy - Picture Naming Sample Item                           Early Numeracy - Sample Administration 
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KRA - Kindergarten 
Readiness 

Assessment 
 

 

Grade K –Language & 
Literacy 
–Mathematics 
–Social 
Foundations 
–Physical 
Well-Being & 
Motor 
Development 

★​ Combination of 
selected-response, performance 
task, and observational items 

★​ Some items are individually 
administered and others can be 
small- or large-group 
observations 

★​ Purpose: Measure a child’s 
readiness to meet kindergarten 
standards given standard 
instruction and help kindergarten 
teachers know  how to support 
young children as they enter K-12 
environment 

Once during the 
first 45 days of the 
academic calendar 

★​ Focus and  differentiate 
instruction (small 
groups, 1:1) according 
to skill strengths and 
weaknesses 

★​ Individualize skill and 
pace that is right for the 
learner 
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FastBridge 
earlyAssessments 

 

Grades K-1 Reading  
(optional Math) 

 
*Predicts 

likelihood of 
future reading 

difficulty 

★​ 1-to-1, teacher administered 
★​ Essential early reading skills, 

such as concepts of print, 
phonemic awareness, phonics, 
and fluency. 

★​ Foundational skills in 
numeracy (number 
identification, counting, story 
problems, place value, verbal 
addition and subtraction) 

★​ Identify student strengths & 
weaknesses 

★​ Aligned with SC College-and 
Career- Ready Standards 

3 times a year - fall, 
winter, spring 

 
earlyReading-Time 
Required: 8 mins 

 
 

★​ Focus and  differentiate 
instruction (small 
groups, 1:1) according 
to skill strengths and 
weaknesses 

★​ Individualize skill and 
pace that is right for the 
learner 

★​ State mandated 
Dyslexia Screener 

                                                         earlyReading                                                                                                earlyMath 
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i-Ready Diagnostics 

 

Grades K-8 Reading and 
Math 

 
 

★​ Computer adaptive assessment 
★​ Identify student strengths & 

areas of opportunity 
★​ Highly correlated to SC 

READY for measuring 
proficiency of SC College-and 
Career-Ready Standards (0.84 
for both for English Language 
Arts and Mathematics) 

★​ Placement levels indicate 
current reading and math 
achievement 

3 times a year - fall, 
winter, spring 

 
i-Ready 

Reading-Time 
Required: 45-55 

mins 
 

i-Ready Math-Time 
Required: 45-55 

mins 

★​ Focus and differentiate 
instruction (small 
groups, 1:1) according 
to skill strengths and 
opportunities 

★​ Individualize skill and 
pace that is right for the 
learner 

★​ Shows growth from 
one test administration 
to the next 

 
                                                    Reading                                                                                           Math 
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CogAT & IA - 
Cognitive Abilities 

Test & Iowa 
Assessments 

 

 

Grade 2 CogAT – 
Verbal, 
Quantitative, 
and Nonverbal 
reasoning & 
aptitude 
 
Iowa - Reading 
and Math 

★​ Online administration 
★​ Multiple choice  
★​ Purpose: Obtain ability 

profiles for all grade 2 students 
and identify students who are 
or may become eligible to 
receive gifted and talented 
identification and services 

Once per academic 
year, with the 
specific date 

determined by the 
SCDE - typically in 

October 
 

Window for 
2026-27: 

October 5-27 

★​ Identify how students 
learn based on their 
CogAT Ability Profile 

★​ Provide insight for how to 
build on strengths and 
shore up weaknesses with 
students 

★​ Determine eligibility status 
for gifted and talented 
identification and services 

 
            CogAT Verbal Battery Sample Items              CogAT Quantitative Battery Sample Items            CogAT Nonverbal Battery Sample Items 
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SC READY 
 

Grades 3-8 
 

Note: An 
alternate 

assessment is 
provided for 
students with 

significant 
cognitive 

disabilities.  

ELA and Math 
for grades 3-8 

 
Science for 

grades 4 & 6 

★​ Summative assessment to 
determine student attainment of 
the South Carolina 
College-and-Career Ready 
Standards for English Language 
Arts, Mathematics, and Science 

★​ Online or paper/pencil format 
★​ Multiple choice, technology- 

enhanced items, and a Text 
Dependent Writing (TDW) item 
for ELA Session 1 (Writing) 

Within the last 20 
days of the 

academic calendar 
for schools testing 

online. 
 

Within the first 10 
days of the last 20 

days of the 
academic calendar 
for students testing 

paper/pencil. 

★​ Summative assessment to 
determine student 
attainment of South 
Carolina 
College-and-Career Ready 
Standards for English 
Language Arts, 
Mathematics, and  Science 

★​ Data point considered for 
course placement 
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EOCEP 
 

 

Grades 7-12 
 

Note: An 
alternate 

assessment is 
provided for 
students with 

significant 
cognitive 

disabilities.  

Algebra 1  
Biology 1 
English 2  

US History 

★​ Summative Assessment to 
determine student attainment of 
South Carolina Standards in the 
subject area 

★​ Administered online, unless a 
paper version is required by an 
IEP, 504 plan, or ILAP 

★​ Multiple choice, technology- 
enhanced items, and a Text 
Dependent Writing (TDW) item 
for English 2 - Writing 

Within the last 15 
days of the course 

enrollment 
 

Untimed 
 

★​ Summative Assessment to 
determine student 
attainment of South 
Carolina Standards 

★​ EOC scores are required 
by SCDE to be 20% of 
course grade 
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Career Readiness  
(WIN) 

 

Students in 
their 3rd year 

of high 
school 

 
Note: An 
alternate 

assessment is 
provided for 
students with 

significant 
cognitive 

disabilities.   

●​ Work Ready 
Reading 

 
●​ Work Ready 

Math 
 

●​ Work Ready 
Data 

 
●​ Essential 

Soft Skills 

★​ Summative assessment to 
determine level of career 
readiness in relation to the profile 
of a South Carolina Graduate 

★​ Administered online, unless a 
paper version is required by an 
IEP, 504 plan or ILAP 

★​ Multiple choice questions; and 
choose the best/worst scenario 

Spring of the 3rd 
year in high school.   
Retakes available in 
4th year of high 
school.  

 

Testing Window is 
determined by 

SCDE 
 

Each Work Ready 
Test is 55 minutes.  

 

Essential Soft Skills 
is 60 minutes in 

length. 

★​ Students receiving an 
Achievement Level 3 or 
higher in each of the Work 
Ready tests will earn the 
Work Ready Credential 

★​ Students receiving a score 
of 203 or higher on the 
Essential Soft Skills 
assessment will earn the 
Essential Soft Skills 
Credential 
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College Readiness 

(ACT / SAT)  
 
 
 
 

Students are 
offered the 
opportunity 
to take one 

assessment of 
their choice 
during the 

school day at 
no cost to the 

family.  
 

Depending 
on SCDE 
funding, a 

retake may be 
offered. 

 

Reading, 
Writing and 
Language, 

Math,  
Science (ACT) 

 
 

★​ The SAT is completed online 
○​ Reading and Writing  - 64 

minutes, 54 questions 
○​ Math - 70 minutes, 44 

questions 
★​ The ACT will be Paper Based in 

the fall of 2025: 
○​ English - 45 minutes, 75 

questions 
○​ Math - 60 minutes, 60 

questions 
○​ Reading - 35 minutes, 40 

questions 
○​ Science - 35 minutes, 40 

questions 
★​ Purpose: student readiness for 

college level work 

Once per semester, 
with specific dates 
determined by the 

testing vendor 

★​ As a measure of  
college readiness  

★​ Scholarship 
opportunities (LIFE, 
Palmetto Fellows, etc.) 

                       ACT Science Sample Passage and Question                                             SAT Math Sample Question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                      (partial passage shown) 
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PreACT  

and 
PSAT/NMSQT 

 

 
 

 
 

Grades 8 - 11 
PSAT/NMSQT 

 
Grade 10  
PreACT  

 
 

Reading, 
Writing and 
Language, 

Math,  
Science 
(PreACT) 

 
 

★​ PSAT/NMSQT  - online 
PreACT  - online 

★​ Questions are multiple choice 
with some short answer (math).   

★​ PreACT:  
English - 30 minutes, 45 questions 
Math - 40 minutes, 36 questions 
Reading - 30 minutes, 25 questions 
Science - 30 minutes, 30 minutes 
★​ PSAT/NMSQT: 

Reading and Writing  - 64 min., 54 
questions 
Math - 70 min., 44 questions 
★​ Purpose: to provide insights into 

student’ predicted performance 
on ACT / SAT 

PSAT/NMSQT: 
Once per academic 

year, with the 
specific date 

determined by the 
testing vendor - 

typically in October 
 
 

PreACT:  
Given in the spring 

(typically on the 
same day as the 

ACT) 

★​ PSAT/NMSQT is used to 
determine SC Junior 
Scholar eligibility for 
eighth graders 

★​ Eleventh grade students 
taking the PSAT/NMSQT 
may qualify for recognition 
and scholarships through 
the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation 

★​ Data point for course 
placement (AP Potential) 

         PSAT/NMSQT Writing and Language Sample Question                                       PreACT Sample Math Question 
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WIDA ACCESS and  
Alternate ACCESS 

 

 

Students in 
grades K-12 
determined 

limited 
English 

proficiency - 
based upon 
the Home 
Language 

Survey and 
initial 

assessment of 
English 

proficiency 

4 Domains: 
Listening, 
Reading, 

Writing, and 
Speaking 

★​ Test administered online, unless a 
paper version is required by an 
IEP, 504 plan, or ILAP 

★​ Purpose: Determine a student’s 
English proficiency skills across 
multiple domains 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once per academic 
year, with the 
specific date 

determined by the 
SCDE - typically 
from late winter - 

early spring. 
 

★​ Helps school teams 
determine the level of 
services and 
interventions to provide 
to Multilingual Learners 
(MLs) to support them 
in building their English 
language proficiency. 

Grade 2-3 Tier B/C Sample Reading Item                                   Grade 4-5 Tier A Sample Speaking Item 
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Advanced Placement 
 

 

Students 
enrolled in 
Advanced 
Placement 

(AP) courses 
and some 

Project Lead 
the Way 
(PLTW) 
Courses 

 
 

2-D Art & 3-D Art 
Drawing 

Art History 
Biology 

Calculus AB & BC 
Chemistry 

Comparative Gov.  
Comp Sci App & Prin 
English Lang & Lit. 
Environmental Sci.  
European History 
French Language 

Human Geography 
Macro & Micro Econ 

Music Theory 
Physics 1 & 2 
Physics: Mech 

Physics: Elect. & Mag. 
Psychology 

Research & Seminar 
Spanish Lang. & Lit 

Statistics 
U.S. Government 

U.S. History 

★​ Multiple-choice, free response, 
performance tasks, portfolio 
submission 

★​ Digital exams are offered for 
some subjects; all exams can be 
taken on paper  

★​ Exam length is generally 3 hours 
★​ Purpose: Designed to measure 

mastery of the content and skills 
of the specific AP course 

 
 

 

Typically the first 2 
weeks in May 

 
Each exam is 

scheduled for a 
specific day and 
time by the AP 

program.  

★​ AP course content is 
designed to expose 
students to rigor of 
college-level work 

★​ Students may be awarded 
college credit, based on 
exam score 

★​ Scholarship opportunities 
 

 

                   AP Psychology Exam Format (2022)                                                              AP Computer Science Principles Exam Format (2022)                 
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National Assessment 
of Educational 

Progress (NAEP)  
Or  

Trends in 
International 

Mathematics and 
Science Study 

(TIMSS)  
 

Students in 
grades 4, 8, 

12 at selected 
schools 

Civics 
Economics 
Geography 

Math 
Music & Visual Arts 

Reading 
Science 

Technology & 
Engineering 

Literacy 
U.S. History 

Writing 

★​ Online administration 
★​ Multiple choice and 

constructed-response questions 
★​ 1.5 - 2 hours of test time 
★​ Purpose: Measure the educational 

achievement and progress of the 
nation's students at established 
grades and ages in relation to the 
content of NAEP frameworks 

 
 

Test Date is set by 
the vendor, 

typically in early 
Spring 

★​ Inform educational 
improvements across the 
nation, within states and 
districts 

★​ Monitor educational 
progress in our 
community and compare 
performance with other 
regions of the country 

★​ Benchmark to target 
efforts to raise student 
achievement and ensure 
equal opportunities for 
success 

                      Sample 8th grade Math Question                   Sample 8th grade Technology & Engineering Literacy Question 
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Civics Assessment 
 
 

Any student 
enrolled in a 

U.S. 
Government 
course at any 
level (CP U.S. 
Gov, Honors 
U.S. Gov, AP 
Government, 

or Dual 
-Enrollment 

American 
Government 

Civics ★​ 10 multiple choice questions 
★​ Administered online through a 

Google Form Quiz 
★​ System randomly selects 10 

questions from the United States 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services test question bank 

★​ Purpose: Comply with the James 
B. Edwards Education Initiative 
that was enacted into law on June 
3, 2015 

Students complete 
the Civics test 

before exiting U.S. 
Government 

course 

★​ Percentage of students 
passing with a score of 60 
or higher reported on 
school’s report card, but 
not factored into school’s 
accountability measure  

Sample Quiz Item 
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