
Give a brief, targeted preview of must‑know
vocabulary, concept, representations, or

steps students will need to access the
learning in the lesson. Quality over quantity!

Prioritize 2-3 gateway items tightly
aligned to the objective. 
Use images/video, student ‑friendly
definitions, and a micro‑practice to
prepare students.
Try a frayer model, a talk read talk write,
or concrete/ hands on hook. 

Reduces cognitive load at the point of
instruction, building a base for learning

skills/concepts.
Raises confidence/participation and
improves outcomes across domains,
including STEM and vocabulary‑heavy
tasks
Explicitly builds the background
knowledge some students lack
Students are more likely to participate,
ask questions, and persist through
challenging material

WHAT? WHY?
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AI PROMPT
I am teaching [grade level] [subject] and TEKS [# & full language]. Using research‑based, up‑to‑date strategies,

identify key vocabulary/concepts to pre‑teach and provide brief, classroom‑ready strategies that reduce cognitive
load and support students with limited background knowledge and diverse needs.

INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN MOVES

Build a Frayer Model for key
terms → include meaning,

characteristics, and
examples/non-examples →

use it to strengthen
conceptual understanding,

not just definitions.

Define → Describe → 
Examples → Non-examples

3x3 Preview Play → Respond →
Repeat3 words → 3 visuals →

rehearse → quick check
 Preview 3 key terms or

concepts using simple visuals
→ rehearse together (choral
or quick responses) → use a

quick check you’ll revisit
during the lesson

Prioritize → Limit → Move on
Anticipate the barrier. 

 Focus only on vocabulary
needed to access the lesson
→ avoid overloading with

too many terms or
definitions → keep the

preview brief and purposeful

 Use fast paced routines to
build familiarity:

Vocabulary Quiz Game
Show (Lead4ward)
Connect 4 (7 Steps)
Turn & Talk or choral

response

RESOURCES

Template-  Iris Center Template -Teacher Toolkit

Editable Word Template: 
**Must click Editing & open
in Desktop 

SS Editable Word Template: 
**Must click Editing & open
in Desktop 

ARTICLES

Frayer Model (Teacher Toolkit) with many
examples and templates

Iris Center: Building Vocab. & Conceptual
Knowledge Using the Frayer Model

Use the Academic Vocab from Lead4ward
here or your Curriculum Documents! 

K-12K-12K-12

Use before introducing complex new
topics or when students lack the specific
"entry-level" vocabulary needed to
engage with the grade-level text.

WHEN?

VIDEOS

Pre-Teaching Vocab. Elem Sci. (3 min.)

Pre-Teaching Vocab. with Jigsaw (3 min.) 

Pre-Teaching Vocabulary (3 min.)

Pre-Teaching Vocab 4 tips (45 seconds)

Scaffolding Strategy- Pre-teach (1 min.) 

LiftLiftLift

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/modules/sec-rdng/pdfs/sec_rdng_07_link_Frayer.pdf#content
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/modules/sec-rdng/pdfs/sec_rdng_07_link_Frayer.pdf#content
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/modules/sec-rdng/pdfs/sec_rdng_07_link_Frayer.pdf#content
https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/frayer-model
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/christopoulosj_pearlandisd_org/EaQ8kfacU8tClA4K-PFWTCUBUQaEqZFKY-IdxfNFnfThbQ?e=agnkiD
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/christopoulosj_pearlandisd_org/EfEyNH3Rii5AuwMGrIHJVisBYvtF7a7SZL2FGQQGtKW9lg?e=a7GNcC
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/christopoulosj_pearlandisd_org/EfEyNH3Rii5AuwMGrIHJVisBYvtF7a7SZL2FGQQGtKW9lg?e=a7GNcC
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/christopoulosj_pearlandisd_org/EfEyNH3Rii5AuwMGrIHJVisBYvtF7a7SZL2FGQQGtKW9lg?e=a7GNcC
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/christopoulosj_pearlandisd_org/EfEyNH3Rii5AuwMGrIHJVisBYvtF7a7SZL2FGQQGtKW9lg?e=a7GNcC
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/christopoulosj_pearlandisd_org/EfEyNH3Rii5AuwMGrIHJVisBYvtF7a7SZL2FGQQGtKW9lg?e=a7GNcC
https://pisd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/christopoulosj_pearlandisd_org/EfEyNH3Rii5AuwMGrIHJVisBYvtF7a7SZL2FGQQGtKW9lg?e=a7GNcC
https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/frayer-model
https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/frayer-model
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/sec-rdng/cresource/q2/p07/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/sec-rdng/cresource/q2/p07/
https://lead4ward.com/resources/
https://lead4ward.com/resources/
https://lead4ward.com/resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2c_lyFiFFVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vlHQnJbN78
https://youtu.be/U3UpGzC3GEE?si=8EfwJEu5HWUk0J1S
https://youtu.be/6w6sZiWP0_M?si=2eowvWiSTnQYsHo2
https://youtu.be/xVHZO628RXc?si=dmPrW0PZ_GFDJCmR
https://youtu.be/xVHZO628RXc?si=dmPrW0PZ_GFDJCmR
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