v July 2026

~North Plainfield Pulse
District Highlights

CO N G RATU LATI ONS ! o ! 6 Beneath a sky full of promise on June 24, 2026, the North
Plainfield High School Class of 2026 gathered to celebrate
N P HS CLASS O F a milestone years in the making.
] e .

Speakers reflected on the lessons learned both inside and
outside the classroom. From the importance of showing
kindness to others to appreciating life's moments and
pursuing dreams without fear of failure, graduates were
challenged to carry the values they developed at North
Plainfield with them as they embark on their future
endeavors.
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Superintendent Dr. Michelle Aquino delivered a heartfelt
address that blended personal memories, timeless wisdom,
and powerful life lessons. “In high school, you have learned
that success is not just about your grades or your
achievements. It is about how you show up for others.
Maybe it is about noticing when a classmate is struggling,
offering help when no one asked you to, or simply being
kind in moments that go unseen. .. As you leave our halls, |
challenge you. Go beyond what is expected. In a world that
often rewards speed, choose to notice, to care, to lift
others. That is how you stand out.”

Class President Jordyn Barcelo reflected on the
importance of appreciating each moment and the
memories created. “Graduation is not only a celebration of
our accomplishments, it's also a reminder that time moves
whether we're ready for it or not. Our time at North
Plainfield High School may be ending, but our lives are only
beginning. So as we move forward, let's not focus on what
we wish we had done differently. Instead, let's appreciate
every moment as it happens. Because one day, the
moments that we take for granted will become the
memories that we miss the most.”

Valedictorian Mohamed Hamroush encouraged graduates
to take risks, pursue their dreams, and not let fear of failure
stand in their way. “You only get one life, one shot. That's
one chance to find out what you're actually capable of. So
don't shy away, because the only thing that hurts more
than failing is the regret of never even trying. So my
message for you today is go out there and chase your
dreams. And don't worry about the odds.”

We are immensely grateful to our dedicated staff for their
unwavering support and commitment to our students’
success. To our families and friends, your encouragement
and belief in our graduates have been the foundation they
needed to reach this pivotal milestone.

To our graduates, we are incredibly proud of you. We can't
wait to see what you do next!

&
$6,906,802

In reported scholarships awarded to graduates this year.
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Class of 2026 College Acceptances

* Denotes where graduates will be attending

Adelphi University*

AIMS Education*

Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences

Albright College

Alfred State College

Arcadia University

Arizona State University*

Berkeley College*

Bloomfield College of Montclair State University*

Boston University

Caldwell University*

California Institute of Art and Design*

Case Western Reserve University*

Cedar Crest College

Centenary University*

Chicago State University

Clemson University

Coppin State University

Cornell University

CUNY John Jay College of Criminal Justice*

Dean College

Delaware State University

Delaware Valley University

DeSales University

Drew University

Drexel University

Duke University*

Duquesne University

East Stroudsburg University*

Eastern University

Fairleigh Dickinson University - Florham*

Fairleigh Dickinson University - Metropolitan*

Fashion Institute of Technology

Felician University

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University

Florida International University

Fordham University*

George Mason University

Georgian Court University

Gwynedd Mercy University

High Point University*

Hofstra University

Hohokus School of Trade and Technical Services*

Howard University

Hudson County Community College

Immaculata University

Innovate Salon Academy*

Ithaca College

lona University

James Madison University

Juniata College

Kean University*

King's College

La Roche University

Lebanon Valley College

Lehigh University

Le Moyne College*

Lincoln Technical Institute - South Plainfield*

Lincoln Technical Institute - Union*

Lincoln University*

Long Island University - Brooklyn

Long Island University - Post

Louisiana State University and Agricultural &
Mechanical College

Lycoming College

Marquette University

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences

Massachusetts Maritime Academy

Mercy University*

Merrimack College*

Miami University

Middlesex Community College*

Mississippi State University

Monmouth College

Monmouth University*

Montclair State University*

Morgan State University*

New Jersey City University

New Jersey Institute of Technology*

New York Institute of Technology

North Carolina Agricultural and Technical
State University*

North Carolina Central University

Northeastern University*

Otis College of Art and Design

Pace University

Penn State University

Point Park University*

Purdue University Fort Wayne

Quinnipiac University

Ramapo College of New Jersey*

Raritan Valley Community College*

Rider University

Rochester Institute of Technology

Rowan College of South Jersey*

Rowan University*

Roxbury Community College

Rutgers University - Camden

Rutgers University - New Brunswick*

Rutgers University - Newark*

SAE Institute*

Saint Elizabeth University*

Saint Joseph's University

Saint Peter's University*

Savannah College of Art and Design

Seton Hall University*

Siena University*

St. John's University*

St. Thomas Aquinas College

Stevens Institute of Technology*

Stockton University

SUNY Buffalo State University

SUNY College at Cortland

SUNY College of Agriculture &
Technology at Morrisville

SUNY New York Maritime College

SUNY Polytechnic Institute

SUNY University at Albany

Susquehanna University*

Syracuse University

Temple University - Japan*

Temple University*

The College of New Jersey*

The Ohio State University at Columbus

Union College

Union College of Union County*

Union County Vocational Technical
School*

TOP 10 OF 2026

The top 10 students of the Class of 2026 and
the teacher they consider most influential.

#1

Mohamed Hamroush

Mr. Wright
#2 Abigail Castillo

Mr. Calle
#3 Mark Fultz

Mr. Giardina

Benedict Sokolowski
Mr. Della Rosa

w4

Emma Mendez
Mr. Kantilierakis

#5

Ciara Brown
Mr. Kantilierakis

#6

Joelle Chambers
Ms. Rasaq

#7

Chloe Rodriguez
Ms. Russo

#8

Sean Coakley
Mr. Roque

#9

Laquisha Tjokronolo
Mr. Calle

#10

United States Merchant Marine Academy*
Universal Technical Institute*
Universidad Nacional de Colombia*
University of Calgary

University of California

University of Connecticut
University of Delaware

University of Detroit Mercy
University of Findlay

University of Maryland Eastern Shore*
University of Mississippi

University of Nebraska

University of New Hampshire
University of New Haven*
University of Pittsburgh

University of Rhode Island
University of Southern Mississippi
Ursinus College

Utica University

Villanova University*

Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Tech

Wagner College

Wilkes University

William Paterson University*

York College of Pennsylvania

Army*
Marines*
Navy*

Congratulations Class of 2026!
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NPHS College Acceptace Data

CLASS OF  46.18%

ATTENDING A 4-YEAR COLLEGE
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UP12.28% | Trade School 10.90%
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| Other 8.01%

NPHS Students Gain Real-World Experience
Through J&J Technology Awareness Program

For the past 13 years, NPHS students have had the opportunity to explore careers in technology through the Johnson & Johnson Technology Awareness Program
(TAP), a long-standing partnership between our district and Johnson & Johnson (J&J).

TAP provides students with hands-on experiences in various areas of technology within the global healthcare company. Through the program, students work directly
with J&J employees on business case studies, developing solutions and presenting their ideas to members of the J&J management team.

“This program gives students an opportunity to explore technical careers at a Fortune 50 company,” shared Anthony Della Rosa, Program Coordinator and Liaison
between NPHS and J&J. “It also gives them an opportunity to enhance their skills in a real-world business environment. It also allows them to build their resume with
real-world experience.”

To participate in TAP, a student must submit a letter of interest to program advisors and take part in an interview that determines their interest and availability.

“| was interested in applying to J&J TAP as it introduced a major opportunity to learn more about how technology is applied in real-world problems,” said Daniel Lopez,
Class of 2026 and TAP participant.

The program runs from January through May, allowing students to work in teams on authentic business challenges. Daniel and his group focused on robotic surgery
training, developing a solution to address the challenge of helping surgeons become more knowledgeable and confident in the use of robotic surgical tools.

“It was very insightful to be able to work with real J&J employees,” Daniel said. “Not just for our case studies but for learning how to operate under an environment
such as J&J’s and how to thrive in problem-solving scenarios.”

According to Daniel, the experience strengthened his time management, presentation, and teamwork skills while providing valuable insight into how a global company
operates. ‘| believe that this program gave me a major amount of insight into how a company like J&J functions,” Daniel added. The skills that | have been able to
enhance will definitely be relevant to my future, as | will be majoring in Computer Engineering, as my case study called for the abilities that a computer engineer would
have and need.”

The program held its end-of-year banquet on May 27, during which guests heard students present their final projects showcasing the skills, confidence, and
presentation abilities they have built through the TAP program.
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entire North Plainfield community. Our NAMM i

music programs thrive because of the hard Food - Vendors - Community Groups Inflatables - Entertainment - Color
work of our students and teachers, coupled with Run - Car Nutz Car Show from 9 am - 2 pm

vital support from our district leadership, Board of Education, and all of our

patrons,” says Alfred Hadinger, Supervisor of Fine, Practical, and proceeds benefit our

Performing Arts. “Being named a Best Community for Music Education
celebrates the impact our program has on everyone, whether you are on
stage or an enthusiastic supporter at our performances.”

NORTH PLAINFIELD Scan for
Research into music education continues to demonstrate EDUCATION FOUNDATION vendor
educational/cognitive and social skill benefits for children who make AARECS ARG ARG registration
music: After two years of music education, researchers found that =1, =l
participants showed more substantial improvements in how the brain = .
processes speech and reading scores than their less-involved peers and = e
that students who are involved in music are not only more likely to For more information visit P o,
graduate high school but also to attend college as well. npfallfestival.org e N T ]
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iFelicidades, promocion
2026 de NPHS!

Bajo un cielo lleno de promesas, el 24 de junio de
2026, la promocion de 2026 de la Escuela
Secundaria North Plainfield se reunié para
celebrar un hito gestado a lo largo de los afos.

Los oradores reflexionaron sobre las lecciones
aprendidas tanto dentro como fuera del aula.
Desde la importancia de mostrar amabilidad hacia
los demas hasta valorar los momentos de la vida y
perseguir los suefios sin miedo al fracaso, se insté
a los graduados a llevar consigo los valores
desarrollados en North Plainfield al emprender
sus futuros proyectos.

La superintendente, la Dra. Michelle Aquino,
pronuncié un emotivo discurso que combiné
recuerdos personales, sabiduria atemporal y
poderosas lecciones de vida. “En la escuela
secundaria, han aprendido que el éxito no se trata
solo de sus calificaciones o sus logros. Se trata de
cémo se hacen presentes para los demas. Tal vez
se trate de notar cuando un comparfero esta
pasando por dificultades, de ofrecer ayuda sin
qgue nadie se la pida o simplemente de ser
amables en momentos que pasan
desapercibidos... Al dejar nuestros pasillos, les
planteo un desafio: vayan mas alla de lo que se
espera. En un mundo que a menudo premia la
rapidez, elijan observar, preocuparse por los
demas y elevar a quienes les rodean. Asi es como
ustedes destacan.”

La presidenta de la promocién, Jordyn Barcelo,
reflexiono sobre la importancia de valorar cada
momento y los recuerdos creados. “La graduacion
no es solo una celebracion de nuestros logros; es
también un recordatorio de que el tiempo avanza,
estemos preparados o no. Puede que nuestra
etapa en la escuela secundaria North Plainfield
esté llegando a su fin, pero nuestras vidas apenas
comienzan. Asi que, al seguir adelante, no nos
centremos en lo que deseariamos haber hecho de
otra manera. En su lugar, valoremos cada
momento tal como sucede, porque un dia,
aguellos instantes que damos por sentado se
convertiran en los recuerdos que mas
extranaremos.”

Mohamed Hamroush, el estudiante con el mejor
promedio académico, animé a los graduados a
asumir riesgos, perseguir sus suefios y no permitir
qgue el miedo al fracaso se interponga en su
camino. “Solo tenemos una vida, una oportunidad.
Es una ocasién Unica para descubrir de qué somos
realmente capaces. Asi que no se acobarden,
porque lo Unico que duele mas que fracasar es el
arrepentimiento de ni siquiera haberlo intentado.
Por eso, mi mensaje para ustedes hoy es: salgan
ahi fuera y persigan sus suefos. Y no se
preocupen por las probabilidades.”

Estamos inmensamente agradecidos con nuestro
dedicado personal por su apoyo incondicional y
su compromiso con el éxito de nuestros
estudiantes. A nuestras familias y amigos: su
aliento y la confianza que han depositado en
nuestros graduados han sido los cimientos
necesarios para alcanzar este hito fundamental.

A nuestros graduados: estamos increiblemente
orgullosos de ustedes. jEstamos ansiosos por ver
gué haran a continuacién!

Estudiantes de NPHS
adquieren experiencia en el
mundo real a través del
programa de concienciacion
tecnolégica de J&3J

Durante los ultimos 13 afios, los estudiantes de
NPHS han tenido la oportunidad de explorar
carreras en el ambito tecnolégico a través del
programa *Technology Awareness Program*
(TAP) de Johnson & Johnson, una colaboracién
de larga trayectoria entre nuestro distrito y
Johnson & Johnson (J&J).

El programa TAP ofrece a los estudiantes
experiencias practicas en diversas areas
tecnolégicas dentro de esta compaiiia global de
atencién médica. A través del programa, los
alumnos colaboran directamente con empleados
de J&J en estudios de casos empresariales,
desarrollando soluciones y presentando sus ideas
ante miembros del equipo directivo de la
compania.

"Este programa brinda a los estudiantes la
oportunidad de explorar carreras técnicas en una
empresa de la lista Fortune 50", comenté
Anthony Della Rosa, coordinador del programa y
enlace entre NPHS y J&J. "También les permite
mejorar sus habilidades en un entorno
empresarial real y enriquecer su curriculum con
experiencia practica".

Para participar en TAP, el estudiante debe
presentar una carta de interés a los asesores del
programa y realizar una entrevista para evaluar
su interés y disponibilidad.

"Me interesaba postularme al programa TAP de
J&J porque representaba una gran oportunidad
para aprender mas sobre como se aplica la
tecnologia a problemas del mundo real", sefalé
Daniel Lépez, estudiante de la promociéon de
2026 y participante del programa.

El programa se desarrolla entre enero y mayo,
permitiendo a los estudiantes trabajar en equipo
para resolver desafios empresariales auténticos.
Daniel y su grupo se centraron en la capacitacion
para cirugia robética, desarrollando una solucién
destinada a ayudar a los cirujanos a adquirir
mayores conocimientos y confianza en el uso de
herramientas quirudrgicas robéticas.

"Fue una experiencia muy enriquecedora poder
trabajar con empleados reales de J&J", afirmé
Daniel. "No solo por los estudios de caso, sino
también por aprender a desenvolverse en un
entorno como el de J&J y a prosperar en
situaciones que requieren resolucién de
problemas".

Segln Daniel, la experiencia fortalecio sus
habilidades de gestién del tiempo, presentacién y
trabajo en equipo, al tiempo que le proporciond
una valiosa perspectiva sobre el funcionamiento
de una empresa global. "Creo que este programa
me aportd una gran comprensién de cdmo opera
una compaiia como J&J", anadié Daniel. "Las

habilidades que he podido perfeccionar seran sin
duda relevantes para mi futuro, ya que estudiaré
Ingenieria Informatica; de hecho, mi estudio de
caso requeria precisamente las capacidades que
posee y necesita un ingeniero informatico". El
programa celebré su banquete de fin de ano el
27 de mayo; durante el evento, los asistentes
escucharon a los estudiantes presentar sus
proyectos finales, los cuales demostraron las
habilidades, la confianza y la capacidad de
exposicién que han desarrollado a través del
programa TAP.

Las mejores comunidades para
la educacion musical en 2026

Por cuarto afio consecutivo, el Distrito Escolar
de North Plainfield ha sido galardonado con el
premio "Best Communities for Music Education”
(BCME) —que reconoce a las mejores
comunidades para la educacién musical—
otorgado por la Fundacién NAMM, en mérito a
su destacado apoyo y compromiso con la
educacion musical.

"Obtener este reconocimiento por cuarto afio
consecutivo es un logro de toda la comunidad de
North Plainfield. Nuestros programas de musica
prosperan gracias al arduo trabajo de estudiantes
y docentes, sumado al apoyo fundamental de los
lideres del distrito, la Junta de Educacién y todos
nuestros colaboradores", afirma Alfred Hadinger,
supervisor de Bellas Artes, Artes Practicas y
Artes Escénicas. "Ser nombrados una de las
'Mejores Comunidades para la Educacién
Musical' celebra el impacto que nuestro
programa tiene en todos, ya sea que se esté
sobre el escenario o apoyando con entusiasmo
durante nuestras presentaciones".

Las investigaciones sobre educaciéon musical
contintan demostrando beneficios educativos,
cognitivos y sociales para los niflos que practican
musica: tras dos afos de formacién musical, los
investigadores observaron que los participantes
mostraban mejoras mas significativas en la forma
en que el cerebro procesa el habla y en los
resultados de lectura en comparaciéon con sus
companeros menos involucrados; asimismo, se
constatoé que los estudiantes que participan en
actividades musicales tienen mayores
probabilidades no solo de graduarse de la
escuela secundaria, sino también de cursar
estudios universitarios.

Festival de Otofio de North Plainfield
SABADO 27 DE SEPTIEMBRE DE 2025
Escuela Secundaria North Plainfield 11 am - 4
pm Llueva o haga sol
Comida - Vendedores - Grupos comunitarios
Inflables - Entretenimiento - Color Run - Car
Nutz Show de Carrode 9 am a 2 pm
Los ingresos benefician a nuestros

NORTH PLAINFIELD
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
ACADEMICS. ATHLETICS ADVOCACY

Para obtener mas informacion, visite
npfallfestival.org

7
North Plainfield Pulse
District Highlights

North Plainfield School District ¢ 33 Mountain Ave e North Plainfield, NJ ¢ 07060

July 2026

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Mark Kruszczynski
President

Ashford Charleus
Michael Giordano

Michelle Aquino, Ed.D, Superintendent

Carlie Dougherty
Vice President

Monique Jarvis

Rosemary Woods Thomas Jones, Jr.




	North Plainfield Pulse
	District Highlights

	2026
	CONGRATULATIONS NPHS CLASS OF
	$6,906,802
	********************ECRWSS******************** LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER
	STRATEGIC PLAN 2026-2029

	www.nplainfield.org
	Class of 2026 College Acceptances

	TOP 10 OF 2026
	The top 10 students of the Class of 2026 and the teacher they consider most influential.

	#1
	#2
	#3
	#4
	#5
	#6
	#7
	#8
	#9
	#10
	Army* Marines* Navy*
	Congratulations Class of 2026!
	www.nplainfield.org
	NPHS College Acceptace Data


	CLASS OF  2026
	46.18% ATTENDING A 4-YEAR COLLEGE
	UP 12.28% FROM 2024
	2-Year College 24% Trade School 10.90% Employment 10.91% Other 8.01%


	CLASS SIZE 278
	655 ACCEPTANCES
	ACCEPTANCE  RATE 61.53%
	NPHS Students Gain Real-World Experience Through J&J Technology Awareness Program
	North Plainfield Fall Festival
	SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026
	North Plainﬁeld High School 11am – 4pm Rain or Shine
	Food – Vendors – Community Groups Inﬂatables – Entertainment – Color Run – Car Nutz Car Show from 9 am – 2 pm
	proceeds beneﬁt our
	Scan for vendor registration



	EN ESPAÑOL
	¡Felicidades, promoción 2026 de NPHS!
	Estudiantes de NPHS adquieren experiencia en el mundo real a través del programa de concienciación tecnológica de J&J
	N P

	Las mejores comunidades para la educación musical en 2026
	BOARD OF EDUCATION
	North Plainfield Pulse
	District Highlights



