
 

 

8th Grade ELA Summer Reading  
Due Date: 09/08/2026 

The “Dog” Days of Summer 
●​ We hope you enjoyed your summer! In preparation for the beginning of your 

school year at St. Augustine Prep, there are two short stories assigned, and you 
are to carefully read them and answer the corresponding questions for each.  

○​ In advance, we have conveniently included a pdf version of the pages 
assigned from our 8th Grade ELA textbook. 

○​ An overview for the Collection 1 Unit on “Plot: Time and Sequence” begins 
your reading on pages 2-3.  

○​ This is followed by a story overview and background page titled Before 
You Read to prime you for your first story, “Dog Star” by Arthur C. Clarke. 
The reading pages and the Corresponding Questions page titled After You 
Read follows the story (See directions for Assignment 1 “Dog Star” and 
assigned Questions below). 

○​ This is followed by a story overview and background page titled Before 
You Read to prime you for your second story, “Beware of the Dog” by Roald 
Dahl. The reading pages and the Corresponding Questions page titled 
After You Read follows the story (See directions for Assignment 2 
“Beware of the Dog” and assigned Questions below). 
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●​ Reminder: Be sure to read textbook pages 2-3 titled Elements of Literature on 
Plot. Please focus on what Internal and External Conflicts are and the difference 
between the two. These will be the literary terms that will be the focus for the 
writing prompts for the assessment when we return to school. 

Assignment 1: “Dog Star” by Arthur C. Clarke 
●​ Please read the Before You Read (Story Overview) and the short story “Dog Star” 

on the provided textbook pages 44-51.  
○​ Please carefully answer questions #1-10 from the provided textbook page 

53. This will help you better understand the story. Answer these questions 
handwritten on notebook paper to be turned in on 9/1. 

○​ Please think about and take note on the notebook paper of the internal 
and external conflicts that are faced by the narrator (question 7 helps a 
little with this). This will help you in preparation for the writing assessment 
when we return to school. 

 

 

Assignment 2: “Beware of the Dog” by Roald Dahl 
●​ Please read the Before You Read (Story Overview) and the short story “Beware of 

the Dog” on the provided textbook pages 686-700 (some pages that included full 
page art are not included to focus on text).  

○​ Please carefully answer questions #1-9 and 11 from the provided 
textbook page 703. This will help you better understand the story. Answer 
these questions handwritten on notebook paper to be turned in on 9/1. 

○​ Please think about and take note take note on the notebook paper of the 
internal and external conflicts that are faced by the main character 
(question 9 addresses this). This will help you in preparation for the 
writing assessment when we return to school. 
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Summer Reading:  

Writing Assessment  
 

●​ When we begin school on 9/1/26, you will be expected to write a one paragraph 
response for each of these stories analyzing the internal and external conflicts 
faced by the characters in the stories. Each response must include: 

 

○​ An introductory sentence with the author and the short story title 
punctuated correctly. 

○​ The definitions for internal conflict and for external conflict (should be in 
your notes). 

○​ An example of a specific internal conflict from the story discussed in the 
paragraph and an explanation of why it is considered an internal conflict 
(should be in your notes). 

○​ An example of a specific external conflict from the story discussed in the 
paragraph and an explanation of why it is considered an external conflict 
(should be in your notes). 

○​ A concluding sentence to wrap up the paragraph. 
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