






NISD PROFILE OF A GRADUATE
As 21st century citizens, Northwest Independent School District (NISD) students must 
be prepared with high levels of academic strength including literacy, digital skills, 
critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication. The mission 
of NISD is to provide a premier education, preparing all students to be successful, 
productive citizens. Embedded in our vision is that our students will be future ready: 
ready for college, ready for the global workplace, and ready for personal success. To 
accomplish this goal, a student who graduates from NISD will be:

READY FOR COLLEGE
To prepare to be future ready, a student who graduates from NISD will:
� Engage in relevant literacy through pro�ciency in reading, writing, listening, and

speaking.
� Employ pro�cient and responsible use of digital media to e�ectively communicate,

synthesize, and create new knowledge.
� Problem solve and critically analyze with determination to take risks, learn from

mistakes, and adapt to new thinking.
� Determine validity and relevance of information resources in the development of

research skills.
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READY FOR THE GLOBAL WORKPLACE
To prepare to be future ready, a student who graduates from NISD will:
� Connect and correlate

knowledge and skills
continuously through real-world
applications in reading, writing,
mathematics, science, social
studies, the arts, and enrichment
experiences.

� Construct new ideas through
original and innovative thinking.

� Exhibit vision for personal
learning and forward thinking to
prepare for the future.

� Understand and adapt
responsibly to a changing global
community.

READY FOR PERSONAL SUCCESS
To prepare to be future ready, a student who graduates from NISD will:

� Practice ethical behaviors exhibiting
integrity, respect, and commitment
within a well-balanced lifestyle.
� Show initiative and responsibility
through positive actions to express
self-motivation, self-discipline, and
perseverance.
� Communicate and collaborate
by exercising a willingness to help
and connect with culturally diverse
individuals and groups to make
necessary compromises toward
accomplishing a common goal.
� Prepare for the unknown by
being empowered with tools to face
challenges and life-long learning.
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OVERVIEW OF BELIEFS ABOUT 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING

NORTHWEST ISD CORE BELIEFS
1. Kids come �rst.
2. Continuous learning is essential to prepare for college and career opportunities.
3. Each student�s success is the shared responsibility of students, families, schools, and

communities.
4. Learning is in�uenced by environment.

NORTHWEST ISD VISION
Northwest ISD empowers learners and leaders to positively impact the world.

NORTHWEST ISD MISSION
Northwest ISD, in collaboration with students, families, communities, and global 
partners, will engage in a culture of learning that prepares all students to con�dently 
navigate their future.

BELIEFS ABOUT ASSESSMENT AND GRADING
As student�s progress toward mastery of the skills and concepts of the Northwest 
Independent School District�s curriculum, teachers should use various indicators to 
monitor and assess this progress. Indicators may include any or all the following:

� teacher observations based on
speci�c criteria

� speci�c criteria
� class discussions
� oral interviews
� projects
� demonstrations
� journals

� cooperative learning groups
� daily practices
� compositions
� homework
� presentations
� tests
� research assignments
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GRADUATION, CLASS RANK, AND HONOR DESIGNATIONS 
�GRADES 9�12�
For further information on Class Rank and Honor Designations, see Board Policy EIC 
(Local) and EIC (Exhibit) 

TRANSFER CREDIT �SEE EIC �LOCAL��
Some transcripts from outside of Texas re�ect an alpha grade and not a numeric grade. 
When this occurs, the letter grade will be transcribed to a numeric grade as indicated 
below: 

A+ 100 B+ 89 C+ 79 F  60 
A     95 B   85 C   75 
A- 90 B- 80 C- 70

A transfer student who received credit in a course at a non-Texas public school for 
a 60-69 or a letter grade of a �D� may be awarded the credit if the course is deemed 
transferable, and the letter grade will be transcribed and not a numeric grade. When 
this occurs, the student will receive a grade of a �P� [passing] for the course, and the �P� 
will not be included in the computation of GPA or rank. 

When a student transfers grades for properly documented courses, the District shall 
assign weight to those grades based on the categories and grade weight system 
used by the District if the same courses are o�ered to the same class of students in 
the District. Northwest ISD does not o�er International Baccalaureate (IB) courses, 
however, some students transfer these credits to Northwest ISD. International 
Baccalaureate (IB) may be considered for weighted grade points if a similar level of 
Advanced Placement (AP) is identi�ed. 

In order for the transferred course to be accepted as an advanced course for class 
ranking purposes, the course must be clearly identi�ed as such on the transcript or 
con�rmed as the equivalent of an advanced level course by the sending school to the 
high school counselor.
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EVALUATION OF GRADES/CREDITS FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES OR 
NON�ACCREDITED SCHOOLS
For students from a foreign country or non-accredited school, validated credits earned 
at the previous school will apply toward graduation requirements; however, those 
grades will be transcribed as a �P� [passing] or �F� [failing] and shall not be included in 
the computation of rank.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE �GPA� CALCULATION
The District shall include in the calculation of grade point average grades earned in all 
courses, including grades earned in middle school courses for high school credit. The 
grade point average calculation shall exclude grades earned in or by a course for which 
a pass/fail grade is assigned; credit by examination, with or without prior instruction; 
local credit courses, academic courses substituted for physical education; summer 
school courses taken for remediation; and distance learning in the form of traditional 
correspondence courses (i.e. courses taken through Texas Tech or the University of 
Texas). The grade point average is calculated on an un-weighted 4.0 scale with grades 
assigned points as follows:

90-100 = 4.0 80-89 = 3.0 70-79 = 2.0        below 70=0

GRADING SCALE
The grading designations for NISD secondary schools are as follows:

100 - 90	 A	 Excellent Progess
89 - 80	 B	 Above Average Progress
79 - 70	 C	 Average Progress
69 - 0		 F	 Unsatisfactory Progress (Failing

I	 Incomplete (do not use on withdrawal form)
NG	 No Grade (See �Assignment of Nine Weeks Grades�)

Grade points will be awarded according to the charts on the following pages.
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POINTS SYSTEM FOR RANKING (Students Entering Grade 9 After Fall 2018)

Students will be ranked for class standing on the following system. Zero grade points 
will be given for any grade below 70.

Level 1 - Skills Level 2 - Regular Level 3 - Gifted and 
Talented/Honors

Level 4 - AP, Dual 
Credit, and OnRamps 

Courses

Grade Grade 
Points Grade Grade 

Points Grade Grade 
Points Grade Grade 

Points
100 4.0 100 5.0 100 6.0 100 7.0
99 3.9 99 4.9 99 5.9 99 6.9
98 3.8 98 4.8 98 5.8 98 6.8
97 3.7 97 4.7 97 5.7 97 6.7
96 3.6 96 4.6 96 5.6 96 6.6
95 3.5 95 4.5 95 5.5 95 6.5
94 3.4 94 4.4 94 5.4 94 6.4
93 3.3 93 4.3 93 5.3 93 6.3
92 3.2 92 4.2 92 5.2 92 6.2
91 3.1 91 4.1 91 5.1 91 6.1
90 3.0 90 4.0 90 5.0 90 6.0
89 2.9 89 3.9 89 4.9 89 5.9
88 2.8 88 3.8 88 4.8 88 5.8
87 2.7 87 3.7 87 4.7 87 5.7
86 2.6 86 3.6 86 4.6 86 5.6
85 2.5 85 3.5 85 4.5 85 5.5
84 2.4 84 3.4 84 4.4 84 5.4
83 2.3 83 3.3 83 4.3 83 5.3
82 2.2 82 3.2 82 4.2 82 5.2
81 2.1 81 3.1 81 4.1 81 5.1
80 2.0 80 3.0 80 4.0 80 5.0
79 1.9 79 2.9 79 3.9 79 4.9
78 1.8 78 2.8 78 3.8 78 4.8
77 1.7 77 2.7 77 3.7 77 4.7
76 1.6 76 2.6 76 3.6 76 4.6
75 1.5 75 2.5 75 3.5 75 4.5
74 1.4 74 2.4 74 3.4 74 4.4
73 1.3 73 2.3 73 3.3 73 4.3
72 1.2 72 2.2 72 3.2 72 4.2
71 1.1 71 2.1 71 3.1 71 4.1
70 1.0 70 2.0 70 3.0 70 4.0
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ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying the work of another student
(whether the student knowingly provides or receives the work), plagiarism (including 
the unauthorized use of arti�cial intelligence (AI) such as ChatGPT), and��
unauthorized communication between students during an examination.  The 
determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on 
the evidence collected by the classroom teacher or other supervising professional 
employee �J�O�D�M�V�E�J�O�H written materials, observation, or information from students.  
Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to 
disciplinary and academic consequences determined jointly by the teacher and 
campus administrator���J�O���B�D�D�P�S�E�B�O�D�F���X�J�U�I���U�I�F���4�U�V�E�F�O�U���$�P�E�F���P�G���$�P�O�E�V�D�U.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MASTERY
Because we believe that kids come first and our commitment to support each student’s 
progress toward mastery of the skills and concepts of the Northwest Independent 
School District’s curriculum, teachers should use the following guidelines to monitor 
and assess student progress.

ASSIGNMENT OF NINE WEEKS GRADES

The assigning of a grade in a particular course should reflect a student’s mastery of the 
skills and content of the course. Nine weeks grades shall be assigned according to the 
following criteria:

SUMMATIVE GRADES
Sixty percent (60%) of a grade shall be based on summative activities such as major 
projects, major quizzes and tests. Before a summative (major) grade is assigned, the 
teacher is to have adequately taught the concept and the student is to have had 
sufficient opportunity to master the concept being evaluated. This process includes 
using appropriate checks for understanding, guided practice, and independent 
practice before summative assessment. Major or long-term projects should be closely 
monitored and assigned two or three formative grades at set intervals prior to the 
summative grade. If the project merits more than one summative grade (multiple 
grades), each grade should represent a different component of the project.

Example:
Grade 1- Content        Grade 2- Format        Grade 3- Organization
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NON�ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES
Grades (and all portions of grades) shall not be awarded or reduced for any non-
academic activities such as compliance grades (or points) for returning a report card, 
incomplete paper headings, etc.

RAISING GRADES
�"���O�J�O�F���X�F�F�L�T���H�S�B�E�F���P�G���������T�I�B�M�M���C�F���S�F�D�P�S�E�F�E���B�T���B�����������5�F�B�D�I�F�S�T���N�B�Z���B�M�T�P���S�B�J�T�F���B���O�J�O�F��
�X�F�F�L�T���H�S�B�E�F���G�S�P�N���������U�P���������P�S���G�S�P�N���������U�P���������X�I�F�O���B���T�U�V�E�F�O�U���I�B�T���E�F�N�P�O�T�U�S�B�U�F�E��
�D�P�O�T�J�T�U�F�O�U���F�G�G�P�S�U���B�O�E���Q�S�P�H�S�F�T�T���U�P�X�B�S�E���N�B�T�U�F�S�Z���B�T���F�W�J�E�F�O�D�F�E���C�Z���D�M�B�T�T�S�P�P�N��
�Q�F�S�G�P�S�N�B�O�D�F�
���B�T�T�J�H�O�N�F�O�U���D�P�N�Q�M�F�U�J�P�O�
���B�O�E���Q�B�S�U�J�D�J�Q�B�U�J�P�O�����"�O�Z���E�F�D�J�T�J�P�O���U�P���S�B�J�T�F���B���H�S�B�E�F��
�N�V�T�U���C�F���B�Q�Q�M�J�F�E���V�T�J�O�H���U�I�F���T�B�N�F���D�S�J�U�F�S�J�B���D�P�O�T�J�T�U�F�O�U�M�Z���B�D�S�P�T�T���B�M�M���T�U�V�E�F�O�U�T���J�O���U�I�B�U���D�P�V�S�T�F����
�4�F�N�F�T�U�F�S���H�S�B�E�F�T���B�O�E���:�F�B�S���&�O�E���'�J�O�B�M���H�S�B�E�F�T���B�S�F���O�P�U���T�V�C�K�F�D�U���U�P���S�P�V�O�E�J�O�H��

NO GRADE �NG�
�"��No grade (NG) will be issued based on any of the following criteria: (1) non-
attendance in class, (2) zero assignments turned in, (3) enrolling the last ten days of 
the nine weeks without grades from the previous school. If a designation of NG is 
recorded, the NG must be converted to a grade by the end of the following grading 
period. NGs will not be recorded the last grading period of the year.����If a student 
withdraws within the last two [2] weeks of a grading period���B�O�E��has at least five [5] 
grades [two of which are summative in nature], a grade shall be given.

INCOMPLETE �I�
Except in extenuating circumstances, any designation of Incomplete (I) on the report 
card must be converted to a grade within two weeks of the end of the grading period. 
Exceptions to this policy may apply in cases regarding UIL eligibility. Refer to UIL rules 
for additional information. Administrative approval is required before recording a 
grade of Incomplete (I) in the final grading period of the year.
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request the opportunity to retake the assignment AND shall complete 
the new assignment within �ve (5) school days of the original grade 
posting in the grade book.

iii. Prior to retaking a summative task, the student must attend at least 1
tutorial/reteach session with their teacher or an appropriate designee
within the department AND complete and submit any missing formative
assignments (subject to Late Work guidelines).

iv. Test corrections are not an allowable retest opportunity. Instead test
corrections would be an expected task that would be a part of tutorial
preparation for the retake opportunity but would not be used to raise
the student�s score on the summative assessment.

v. If a summative assignment was given during the last week of the
grading period, make ups for absences can be done as needed during
the �rst week of the next grading period with attention given to the UIL
Eligibility Calendar.

6. Determining grades after an assignment is redone or a test is given.

a. For any retaken summative assignment, the grade will only be used if it is
higher than the original grade earned on the assignment.

b. Any reassessment of a grade will receive a replacement grade that re�ects the
higher grade of the original or retake not to exceed 75.

7. If a student scores higher on the original summative assessment than he/she did
on the formative assessment(s) designed to prepare for that summative, then
the teacher will drop the lowest of the formative assessment grades associated
with that summative assessment. Any determination to drop or keep a formative
grade should re�ect a student�s progress toward the overall mastery of skills and
concepts.  In order for a formative assessment to be eligible to be dropped, the
student must have submitted the assignment for a grade on time, missing work �M� 
and zeros �0� for assignments are not eligible.

	 Example:
	 Assignment					 Grade

Unit 1 Formative Assignment A	 45	 (Dropped)
Unit 1 Formative Assignment B		 65
Unit 1 Formative Assignment C		 85
Unit 1 Summative (Original)		  84

Note: Based on Senate Bill 2033 signed into law after the 81st Legislative Session, 
districts are restricted as to how minimum grades may be calculated under local 
grading policy. As a result, the following practice shall be used. 
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1. A teacher may choose to reteach and retest a whole class when 30% or more of that
class has failed a summative assignment or examination. The teacher shall record
the higher of the two grades earned for the retest. The retest must occur within ten
instructional days of the original assessment.

2. When less than 30% of a class has failed any assignment or examination that is
recorded for a grade, individual students must be provided the opportunity to
retake the assignment or examination for which the student received a failing
grade. Before any reassessment occurs, a student shall receive appropriate
remediation. It is recommended that the teacher document the need for the
student to retake the assignment and/or the original grade the student received on
the assignment to keep parents adequately informed.

3. If a student scores higher on a summative assessment than s/he did on the
formative assessment(s) designed to prepare for that summative, then the teacher
will drop the lowest of the formative assessment grades associated with that
summative assessment. Any determination to drop or keep a grade should re�ect a
student�s progress toward the overall mastery of skills and concepts.

COMMUNICATION TIMELINES AND 
REVIEW OF MATERIALS
Because we believe:

� NISD Vision is to work in collaboration with students, families, communities, and
global partners, will engage in a culture of learning that prepares all students to
con�dently navigate their future

� Each student�s success is the shared responsibility of students, families, schools, and
communities:
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1. All student work shall be assessed, and feedback given. Student work that receives
a numerical grade shall be entered into the grade book within �ve (5) school days
of being given to the teacher, and feedback shall be given. This would also include
makeup or missing work that is submitted.

2. Projects/research papers and/or essays will be provided the opportunity to re-
submit the assignment after receiving the grade/feedback if the grade is below
75%. Projects/research papers and/or essays shall be graded and returned within
the same grading period that they are completed and submitted to the teacher.
Expectations for long-term assignments include:

a. Tasks are actively monitored with timely feedback that tracks a student�s
work/progress toward mastery

b. Major corrections are addressed before a �nal grade is earned.

c. These may take longer than �ve (5) school days to grade and return.

d. Teachers are expected to provide clear and consistent communication to
students concerning deadlines and academic progress on any long-term
assignment.

3. If a student is struggling with missing assignments or zeros �0� during a grading pe-
riod, the parents/guardians will be noti�ed by the teacher. If the problem persists, a
student-teacher-parent conference should be scheduled to collaborate on helping
the student be more successful.

4. Students have the right to review their tests. All tests given shall be graded,
returned, and recorded within �ve (5) school days of the date the test was
administered. Adherence to this timeline will allow for timely and meaningful
remediation.

5. Upon student/parent request, students shall have all graded tests (including test
questions) returned for their personal records. Exceptions will be semester exams,
�nal exams, and district common assessments. The student and the parents may
review these tests at the parent�s request.
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