FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District

NUTRITION . (907) 451-1004 N foodservice@kl2northstar.org
SERVICES @ www.i2northstar.org/food @ 1305 Charles St, Fairbanks, AK 99701
Dear Parent/Guardian School Year 2026-2027

Student Meal Prices

e Full Pay
o Breakfast: $3.25 (elementary), $3.50 (secondary)
o Lunch: $4.75 (elementary), $5.00 (secondary)

e Reduced Price: Breakfast — Free | Lunch — $0.40

How to Apply
e Apply Online:
Submit your application at www.schoolcafe.com. It's fast, secure, confidential, and ensures quicker
processing.
o Paper Applications:
Applications can be picked up at your school’s front office, our Nutrition Service’s Admin building (1305
Charles Street, 99701), or downloaded off our department website. www.k12northstar.org/nutrition.

Who Qualifies for Free or Reduced Meals?
e Children in households receiving SNAP, TANF, or FDPIR
o Foster children under the legal responsibility of a foster agency or court
e Children identified as homeless, migrant, or runaway
(Call 452-2000 ext. 11200 to confirm eligibility)
o Households that meet the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines (see application for income chart)

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Dol need an application for each child?
No. Submit one application for all students in your household.

2. What if I received a letter saying my children are already approved?
Follow the instructions in the letter. Bring the original letter to Nutrition Services or your child's school. If a child is
missing from the letter, contact Nutrition Services immediately.

3. Dol need to apply every year?
Yes. Eligibility does not carry over. A new application must be submitted each school year.

4. If 1 receive WIC or Denali Kid Care, can my child get free meals?
Not automatically. You must still apply each year.

5. Can | apply later in the year?
Yes. If your income changes, your household grows, or you begin receiving benefits like SNAP or TANF, you may
apply at any time.

6. How should military families report income?
Include basic pay, COLA, bonuses, and cash allowances for off-base housing, food, or clothing.
Do not include BAH if living on base. In FNSB, BAH must be reported if living off base.

7. Will the information | give be checked?
Yes, and we may ask for documentation of the household income you report



https://www.schoolcafe.com/
http://www.k12northstar.org/nutrition

What if our income varies?

Use your current or prior month income before deductions. If you work seasonally, or self-employed call our office

for assistance. 907-451-1004

9. Do |l use income before or after taxes?
When reporting household income, use the gross income—the amount earned before any taxes or deductions are
taken out.
10. What if a household member has no income?
Write “0” or leave the field blank.
11. May | apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. citizen?
Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to be a U.S. citizen to qualify for free or reduced price meals
12. What if there isn’t enough space to list everyone living in the household on the application?
Use a second application page to list additional household members and attach it.
13. What if | disagree with the decision on my application?

Call Nutrition Services at 451-1004. If the issue is unresolved, contact the FNSBSD hearing official, Andy

DeGraw, at (907) 452-2000 ext. 11302

Instructions for Completing the Application

School Year 2024 - 25 Household Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals
‘Complete, sign and retum this form to the school or to Mutrition Services Center, 1305 Chardes Street, Fairbanks. APPLY

*Copies of paper applications|
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Military Income Information
What Counts as Income on the Free & Reduced Meal Application?

NO! Is not Counted as Income

YES! Counted as Income
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BAH is not included in the gross income. Any other housing IS considered the Private Housing Market
and BAH MUST be included. DEIP for active duty who agree to extend their service during deployment.
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