IB HL 1 Literature (11t Grade Honors English)*

Recommended Summer Reading 2026—2027
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

It is recommended that incoming IB juniors read F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby
during the summer. Although students who do not read the novel over the summer will
have three weeks to read before being tested, they will have to read quickly as the text
will be addressed as a whole starting the second week. Reading in advance is not
required, but it is beneficial for students to have done so.

This book is available at North’s library and can be checked out during the summer by
registered students. However, students may want their own copies for annotation; it
helps to make notes or write questions in the margins. This is not required, but it does
improve many students’ reading comprehension.

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact English Department Chairs
June Biernetzky (ibiernetzky@riversideunified.org) or Anna Ruiz
(aruiz@riversideunifed.org).

*Please note: this class will prepare students for senior-level English courses IB HL
Literature 2 and AP® English Literature.



