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Proposition 98

Empowering Minds

Igniting Futures

• The proposed budget fully funds the projected 2.41% 2026-27 COLA.  The final 26-27 

COLA will be determined in time for the Governor’s May Revise.

Good 
News

• The Governor also proposes funding Proposition 98 at $5.6 billion less than the 

minimum guarantee.

Bad 

News
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Fluctuating Statutory COLA Projections

▪ Eight data points are used in order to determine the subsequent year’s COLA.  At this time, six of the eight points needed to determine 

the 2026-27 statutory COLA are known.  

▪ The statutory COLA is a calculated percentage, but the Governor and Legislature must still determine whether there is sufficient 

money to fund the statutory COLA

▪ Changes in projected COLAs from first interim to Governor’s proposed budget:

• For 2026-27 - Slight COLA decrease from 2.51% (projected at First Interim 12/25) to 2.41% is a reduction in 

LCFF Funding of $100,000. 

• For 2027-28 - COLA increase from 3.42% (projected at First Interim 12/25) to 3.06% equates to a net decrease 

in LCFF Funding of $350,000.

2026-27 2027-28 2028-29

January 2026 – Gov. Jan Budget 2.41% 3.06% 3.34%

December 2025 (WPUSD 1st Interim) 2.51% 3.42% 3.31%

Percentage Point -Decrease / +Increase -.10 -.36 +.03
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Funding Proposals

Student Support and Professional Development Discretionary Block Grant

• Included in the January proposed budget is an additional $2.8 billion in one-time Student 

Support and Professional Development Discretionary Block Grant funds.  While certain 

statewide priorities are highlighted, use of the block grant is intended to be fully discretionary.

• If distributed by ADA, this would equate to about $512/ADA, which would equal approximately 

$4.0 million for WPUSD

Learning Recovery Emergency Block Grant

• The Governor proposes restoring the remaining Learning Recovery Block Grant (LRBG) funds 

that were reduced in the 2023 Budget Act, which would bring about $520k in one-time restricted 

funds.

Community Schools

• The Governor’s Budget also proposes $1.0 billion in new, ongoing funds to support both 

existing grantees and additional community schools.
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Additional Funding Proposals

Expanded Learning Opportunities Program

• The Governor proposes increasing ELOP funding to $1,800 per pupil, ongoing. This is 

approximately $225 per student greater than the 2025-26 school year.

Special Education Funding

• The Governor proposes equalizing the state special education base rate at $999 per 

funded ADA, which would yield the district approximately $400k.
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The Governor’s proposed budget projects a $3 billion budget deficit, while 

the Legislative Analyst’s Office puts the deficit at $18 million. This difference 

is primarily due to the administration’s use of more optimistic revenue 

assumptions.  Additionally, the Legislature has not had an opportunity to  

weigh in on the Governor’s proposals. We caution against using the 

proposed budget to make significant fiscal decisions for future years. 



• State Level

– January through May: 

• Trailer bill language with details of proposals

• Budget subcommittees review

• LAO issues detailed review of Governor’s plan

– Final 2026-27 COLA determined

– Governor’s 2026-27 May Revision on or before May 15th

– On-time 2026-27 budget by June 15th

• District level

– √ 2026-27 Enrollment and Staffing Projections – December 2025

– 2026-27 Budget and Staffing Meetings with Departments and Schools – January/February 2026

– 2026-27 New Student Registration – January & February 2026

– 2025-26 Second Interim Report – March 2026

– Actual P-2 ADA will be used to update, if necessary, enrollment and ADA projections for 2025-26, 
2026-27 and 2027-28

– Governor’s 2026-27 May Revision Presentation – May 2026

– 2026-27 Budget Adoption and LCAP Approval – By June 30, 2026 Empowering Minds

Igniting Futures

What’s Next
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Governor’s January Budget Proposals

Accept Information of 

2026-27 Governor’s January 

Budget Proposals

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

Empowering Minds

Igniting Futures
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