
 
Art Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: Advanced Wheel Throwing Time Frame: One Semester 

Grade Level: 10-12 
Prerequisites: Wheel Throwing 

Department: Art 

Course Overview: 
Advanced Wheel Throwing is an advanced art course designed to teach skills and concepts focusing on 
ceramic and sculptural wheel-throwing to support growing skill levels, abilities, and post-secondary 
goals. This course will support the art program as a third-level course in a progression of ceramic-based 
art classes. Artists will explore art from different cultures, art history, and multiple wheel-throwing 
techniques using clay and other sculptural art mediums. The Elements of Art and Principles of Design 
will continue to be studied and embedded in projects that were introduced in the beginning level 
Ceramics & Sculpture course and Wheel Throwing. Students may be asked to furnish some of their own 
supplies.  

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Size  2-3 weeks 
Sgraffito 2-3 weeks 
Connecting Forms 2-3 weeks 
Stacking Forms 2-3 weeks 
5 Bowls  2-3 weeks 
Pierced Vessel 2-3 weeks 
Vessel With Chain 2-3 weeks 
Teapot Set 2-3 weeks 
Standards Supporting Learning Targets 
 
Primary Resources Used: none 
Digital Tool: n/a 

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Size 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Understand the importance of size requirements in ceramic vessel creation. 
●​ Develop technical skills to create vessels that meet specified size criteria. 
●​ Refine and present artwork that meets both aesthetic and size standards. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does the size of a vessel affect its function and aesthetic? 
●​ What techniques help control the size of a handbuilt or wheel-thrown vessel? 
●​ How can artists balance creativity with meeting size specifications? 
●​ What criteria determine successful completion of a vessel to a size requirement? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Size is a critical factor that influences the practical use and visual impact of ceramic vessels. 
●​ Precision and planning are essential to produce work within size constraints. 
●​ Artistic growth includes learning to meet technical requirements while maintaining creative 

expression. 
●​ Refinement and evaluation improve the quality and presentation of artwork. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a vessel to the size requirement (CR1) 
●​ I can develop and refine artistic work for presentation. (PR5) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Understand how size impacts both function and aesthetics in pottery. 
●​ Apply handbuilding or wheel-throwing methods to control vessel dimensions. 
●​ Evaluate their work to ensure it meets size requirements. 
●​ Present finished vessels that reflect both craftsmanship and technical skill. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: vessel, proportion, scale, diameter, height, volume, wall thickness, compression, 
calipers, template, gauge, tolerance refinement, foot ring, profile 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 
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Sgraffito 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop skill in the sgraffito technique to create texture and visual interest in ceramic work. 
●​ Understand how to apply sgraffito as a form of artistic expression and surface decoration. 
●​ Refine and evaluate ceramic work using sgraffito with attention to craftsmanship and creativity. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What is the sgraffito technique and how is it executed? 
●​ How does sgraffito add texture and meaning to ceramic artwork? 
●​ How can artists use sgraffito to communicate ideas or emotions? 
●​ What criteria can be used to evaluate successful application of sgraffito? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Sgraffito is a technique that involves scratching through a surface layer to reveal a contrasting 

color or texture beneath. 
●​ Surface decoration techniques like sgraffito enhance the visual and tactile qualities of ceramic 

art. 
●​ Mastery of technique and artistic intent both contribute to the success of sgraffito artwork. 
●​ Evaluating artwork involves considering technical skill, creativity, and effectiveness of the 

decorative technique. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can demonstrate my knowledge of sgraffito in my art piece. (CR1,CR2) 
●​ I can apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. (RE9) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Explain the process and purpose of the sgraffito technique. 
●​ Apply sgraffito effectively to create decorative textures on clay surfaces. 
●​ Assess their work and others’ work using appropriate criteria. 
●​ Demonstrate refinement and completion of ceramic pieces using sgraffito. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: sgraffito, underglaze, slip,  leather-hard, incising, contrast, line quality, texture, 
negative space, craftsmanship, refinement, composition  

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
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●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Connecting Forms 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop skills in constructing ceramic pieces by joining multiple forms effectively and securely. 
●​ Explore the artistic and functional aspects of connecting forms in three-dimensional art. 
●​ Analyze and evaluate ceramic works with emphasis on form connectivity and presentation. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What techniques are used to connect multiple forms in ceramics? 
●​ How does connecting forms affect the overall design and function of a ceramic piece? 
●​ How do artists select and interpret works for presentation and critique? 
●​ What criteria define successful connection and integration of forms? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Connecting forms requires understanding of both technical methods and artistic intent. 
●​ The structural integrity of ceramic art depends on proper joining techniques. 
●​ The visual and conceptual impact of a piece can be enhanced by the thoughtful connection of 

forms. 
●​ Evaluating artwork includes analyzing construction, design, and presentation quality. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create connecting forms. (CR1,CR2) 
●​ I can analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for presentation. (PR4) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Demonstrate effective techniques for connecting ceramic forms. 
●​ Explain the importance of structural and aesthetic considerations in connected forms. 
●​ Analyze and select artwork for presentation with clear justification. 
●​ Apply evaluation criteria to improve and complete their ceramic pieces. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: score, slip, join/attachment, seam, blending, structural integrity, hollow form, 
slab, additive process, subtractive process, armature, balance, symmetry/asymmetry, craftsmanship, 
presentation 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 
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written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Stacking Forms 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop skills in creating ceramic pieces by stacking multiple forms with structural integrity. 
●​ Explore design principles related to balance, proportion, and stability in stacked sculptures. 
●​ Analyze and critique ceramic works focusing on form, balance, and artistic intent. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do artists create stable stacked ceramic forms? 
●​ What role do balance and proportion play in stacked artworks? 
●​ How can stacking forms convey meaning or artistic expression? 
●​ How do we evaluate and analyze ceramic sculptures effectively? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Stacking forms requires technical knowledge to ensure stability and aesthetic cohesion. 
●​ Balance and proportion are critical in the success of stacked sculptures. 
●​ Artistic intent can be communicated through the arrangement and relationship of stacked 

elements. 
●​ Analyzing art involves perceiving both the physical qualities and the conceptual meaning. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a stacking form. (CR1) 
●​ I can perceive and analyze artistic work. (RE7) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Demonstrate techniques for stacking forms securely in ceramics. 
●​ Identify and apply principles of balance, proportion, and design in their work. 
●​ Analyze stacked ceramic forms for both craftsmanship and artistic expression. 
●​ Use constructive feedback to refine and complete their stacked sculptures. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: stacking, center of gravity, balance, proportion, stability, interlock, contact point, 
load-bearing, compression, alignment, negative space, visual rhythm, craftsmanship, aesthetic cohesion, 
conceptual intent 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
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●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 
written  

●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

5 Bowls 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop proficiency in wheel throwing by creating multiple consistent ceramic bowls. 
●​ Strengthen skills in form, symmetry, and surface treatment through repetition. 
●​ Encourage conceptual thinking and intentional design in creating functional pottery. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can repetition improve technical skill in pottery? 
●​ What techniques help create uniform and functional bowls? 
●​ How does conceptualizing design influence the creation of pottery? 
●​ How do artists evaluate consistency and quality in their work? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Repetition and practice lead to mastery of ceramic techniques. 
●​ Attention to detail is essential in creating consistent functional forms. 
●​ Artistic ideas guide the creation of pottery beyond just technical execution. 
●​ Self-assessment and critique help refine craftsmanship and design. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create 5 matching bowls. (CR1, CR2) 
●​ I can generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. CR1) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Demonstrate wheel throwing techniques to create uniform bowls. 
●​ Apply consistent surface treatments to enhance their pottery pieces. 
●​ Conceptualize and plan the design of functional ceramics. 
●​ Assess their work using appropriate criteria for quality and craftsmanship. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: centering, opening, pulling, profile, rim, foot, consistency, symmetry, gauge, wall 
thickness, compression, trimming, surface treatment, repetition, craftsmanship 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
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●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 
written  

●​ Time flexibility 

 
 
 

Pierced Vessel 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop skills in creating ceramic vessels that incorporate pierced (cut-out) designs. 
●​ Explore the relationship between form, function, and decorative techniques. 
●​ Connect artistic practices to cultural and historical contexts of pierced ceramics. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How does piercing affect the form and function of a ceramic vessel? 
●​ What techniques are used to safely and effectively pierce clay? 
●​ How have different cultures used pierced ceramics in their artistic traditions? 
●​ How can the meaning behind pierced designs reflect cultural or personal identity? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Piercing adds both aesthetic and functional elements to ceramic vessels. 
●​ Mastery of technical skills is essential to create clean, intentional pierced patterns. 
●​ Artistic choices are influenced by cultural, historical, and personal contexts. 
●​ Reflecting on cultural traditions can deepen the meaning of one’s own artwork. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a pierced form. (CR1,CR2) 
●​ I can relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical contexts to deepen 

understanding. (CN11) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Demonstrate techniques to pierce clay without compromising structural integrity. 
●​ Design and execute pierced patterns that enhance the vessel’s aesthetic and function. 
●​ Understand and discuss historical and cultural uses of pierced ceramics. 
●​ Critique and refine their pierced vessels according to artistic and technical standards. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: piercing, clay body, leather-hard, cut-out, pattern, structural integrity, negative 
space, surface decoration, cultural context, aesthetic function, refinement, motif, craftsmanship, artistic 
intent 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
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●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 
 

Vessel with Chain 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop handbuilding skills by constructing vessels incorporating clay chains as functional or 

decorative elements. 
●​ Explore the technical challenges of attaching clay components securely. 
●​ Understand the aesthetic and functional roles of added elements in ceramic art. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How can clay chains be constructed and attached to vessels safely and effectively? 
●​ What purposes (functional or decorative) can a clay chain serve on a vessel? 
●​ How does adding elements like chains affect the overall design and meaning of a ceramic piece? 
●​ What techniques ensure structural integrity when combining multiple clay components? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Clay chains require careful construction and attachment to ensure durability. 
●​ Added elements can enhance both the form and function of ceramic vessels. 
●​ Understanding materials and techniques allows artists to innovate while maintaining 

craftsmanship. 
●​ Combining parts in ceramics involves both creative and technical problem-solving. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a vessel with a clay chain. (CR2) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Construct clay chains using appropriate handbuilding techniques. 
●​ Attach clay chains to vessels securely to maintain structural integrity. 
●​ Design vessels that integrate functional and decorative clay elements. 
●​ Reflect on and critique their ceramic work based on technical skill and artistic goals. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: clay chain, handbuilding, attachment, score, slip, structural integrity, coil, 
functional element, decorative element, refinement, innovation, craftsmanship, artistic intent, integration 

Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
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●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 

Teapot Set 
Unit Outcomes 

Broad Goals of the Unit:  
●​ Develop advanced handbuilding and wheel-throwing techniques to create a cohesive teapot set 

(teapot, lid, and cup). 
●​ Explore form, function, and aesthetics in functional ceramic art. 
●​ Understand the relationship between individual components to create a unified set. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What techniques are needed to create the functional components of a teapot set? 
●​ How do form and function influence the design of a teapot and its components? 
●​ How can individual pieces be designed to work together as a cohesive set? 
●​ What criteria determine the success of a functional ceramic set? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Functional ceramics require both artistic expression and practical design considerations. 
●​ Crafting a set involves understanding relationships between pieces in scale, style, and function. 
●​ Refinement and evaluation are essential in developing durable and aesthetically pleasing ceramic 

works. 
●​ Artists apply problem-solving skills to balance usability with creative intent. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can create a teapot set. (CR1,CR3) 
●​ I can apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. (RE9) 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Construct the main body, lid, spout, handle, and cup of a teapot set. 
●​ Integrate design elements to create a cohesive and functional set. 
●​ Apply finishing techniques to enhance durability and aesthetics. 
●​ Critically evaluate their work and others’ using established criteria. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: TBD Summative: TBD 
Other: n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: teapot, lid, spout, handle, cup, set cohesion, form, functionality, wheel-throwing, 
handbuilding, attachment, refinement, durability, design integration, craftsmanship 
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Resources: n/a Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Tiered rubric  
●​ Tiered assignments 
●​ Modification of  tools/ materials 
●​ Peer teaching/ groups 
●​ Multiples modes of instruction- visual, auditory, 

written  
●​ Time flexibility 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

National Art Standards: 
Creating (CR) 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work 
Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work. 
Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR): 
Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
Responding (RE): 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
Connecting (CN): 
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to 
deepen understanding. 
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