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Course Name: Advanced Handbuilding Time Frame: One Semester

Grade Level: 10-12 Department: Art
Prerequisites: Handbuilding

Course Overview:

Advance Handbuilding is an advanced art course designed to teach skills and concepts focusing on
ceramic and sculptural handbuilding to support growing skill levels, abilities, and post-secondary goals.
This course will support the art program as a third-level course in a progression of ceramic-based art
classes. Student artists will explore art from different cultures, art history, and multiple handbuilding
techniques using clay and other sculptural art mediums. The Elements of Art and Principles of Design
will continue to be studied and embedded in projects that were introduced in the beginning level
Ceramics & Sculpture course. Students may be asked to furnish some of their own supplies.

Units: Time Frame:
Advanced Multiples & Series Work 2-3 Weeks
Set & Functional Relationships 2-3 Weeks
Complex Enclosed Forms 2-3 Weeks
Advanced Lidded & Altered Forms 2-3 Weeks
Derivative & Conceptual Transformation 2-3 Weeks
Movement & Dynamic Form 2-3 Weeks
Scale: Large-Format Handbuilt Form (10”+) 2-3 Weeks
Advanced Score, Slip & Structural Joining 2-3 Weeks
Wall Works: Relief, Tile,or Installation 2-3 Weeks
Garden Sculpture / Site-Specific Sculpture 0.3 Weeks
(Culminating Project)

Standards Supporting Learning Targets

Primary Resources Used: none
Digital Tool: n/a

*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class
needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.*
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Advanced Multiples & Series Work Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Develop cohesion, variation, and intentional repetition across a body of ceramic work.

Essential Questions:
e How do artists use repetition and variation to communicate ideas?

e What makes a series feel unified yet dynamic?

Enduring Understandings:
e Multiples allow artists to explore refinement and concept through repetition.

e Small variations can significantly impact meaning and visual rhythm.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
| can design and create a cohesive series of ceramic forms.
| can use repetition and variation intentionally to communicate an idea.

| can maintain consistent craftsmanship across multiple pieces.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

e Plan a unified body of work
e Demonstrate technical consistency and purposeful variation

Assessment Evidence

Summative: completed series with artist statement

Formative:
e sketches, prototypes, critiques Other:
e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: series, repetition, variation, rhythm, cohesion

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e artist exemplars e tiered rubrics
e visual references e choice of scale/quantity

e peer critique

Set & Functional Relationships Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Explore functional design and visual relationships between multiple ceramic objects.

Essential Questions:
e How do form and function work together in a ceramic set?

e What design choices create unity across functional objects?

Enduring Understandings:
e Functional ceramics require attention to usability, proportion, and aesthetics.

e Objects in a set communicate visually as a group.
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“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create a functional ceramic set with consistent proportions.
e | can evaluate form based on usability and design principles.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Apply ergonomic and functional considerations
e Create visually unified functional work

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: completed functional set
e design plans, test forms Other:
e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: function, ergonomics, proportion, unity

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e functional ceramics case studies e tool modifications

e flexible complexity

e guided demos

Complex Enclosed Forms Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Develop structurally sound enclosed and hollow ceramic forms.

Essential Questions:
e How do artists control interior space and structure in sculpture?

Enduring Understandings:
e Enclosed forms require intentional planning and structural awareness.
e Interior space is as important as exterior form.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can construct hollow ceramic forms using advanced handbuilding techniques.
e | can plan for airflow, drying, and firing safety.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Demonstrate proper hollowing and venting
e Maintain structural integrity in enclosed forms

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: completed enclosed form
e construction checkpoints, process | Other:
feedback e n/a

Learning Plan
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Vocabulary of the Unit: hollowing, vent hole, negative space, interior volume

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Demonstrations e scale adjustments
e process visuals e Templates

e one-on-one support

Advanced Lidded & Altered Forms Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Refine precision, fitting, and alteration techniques in complex forms.

Essential Questions:
e How does alteration change both form and meaning?
e Why is precision critical in lidded forms?

Enduring Understandings:
e Successful lidded forms depend on careful measurement and patience.
e Alteration introduces expressive and conceptual possibilities.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create a well-fitting lid that accounts for shrinkage.
e | can alter forms intentionally to enhance visual interest.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Construct functional lids and galleries
e Use alteration as a design strategy

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: completed lidded or altered form
e fitting tests, progress critiques Other:
e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: lid, gallery, flange, alteration

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e artist examples e tiered expectations
e teacher demos e guided checkpoints

Derivative & Conceptual Transformation Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Transform existing or familiar forms into original conceptual ceramic work.

Essential Questions:
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e How can artists reinterpret familiar objects to express new ideas?

Enduring Understandings:
e Derivative work allows artists to build on existing ideas while developing personal voice.
e Conceptual intent strengthens artistic meaning.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | cantransform an existing form into a new conceptual artwork.
e | can explain how my artistic choices support my concept.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Develop concept-driven ceramic work
e Use symbolism and abstraction intentionally

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: transformed ceramic piece with reflection
e concept proposals, sketches, Other:
feedback e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: derivative, abstraction, symbolism, conceptual intent

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e contemporary ceramic e concept scaffolds
e sculptural references e choice-based prompts

Movement & Dynamic Form Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Create ceramic forms that imply motion or energy.

Essential Questions:
e How can static materials suggest movement?

Enduring Understandings:
e Line, balance, and rhythm create visual movement.
e Dynamic forms engage the viewer’s eye and space.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can design ceramic forms that visually suggest movement.
e | can use line and balance to create dynamic compositions.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Apply gesture and rhythm in three-dimensional form

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: completed dynamic sculpture
e gesture sketches, maquettes Other:
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e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: movement, gesture, rhythm, balance
Differentiated Learning Strategies:

Resources:
e sculpture studies e varied complexity
e visual exemplars e visual modeling

Scale: Large-Format Handbuilt Form (10”+) Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Address technical and structural challenges of large-scale ceramic construction.

Essential Questions:
e How does scale affect construction, drying, and design?

Enduring Understandings:
e Larger forms require advanced planning, patience, and problem-solving.

e Structural decisions impact the success of large ceramic work.

“I can” statement with standards alignment:
| can plan and construct a large-scale ceramic form.

[}
| can identify and reinforce stress points in my sculpture.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Use appropriate building strategies for large forms
e Maintain structural integrity through drying and firing

Assessment Evidence

Summative: large-format ceramic sculpture

Formative:
e armature plans, progress checks Other:
e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: scale, armature, stress points, compression
Differentiated Learning Strategies:

Resources:
e Demonstrations e flexible size ranges
e Jarge-scale exemplars e additional build time

Advanced Score, Slip & Structural Joining Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Master advanced joining techniques for complex ceramic forms.
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Essential Questions:
e Why do joins fail, and how can they be reinforced?

Enduring Understandings:
e Strong joins are essential to durability and craftsmanship.
e Proper preparation prevents cracking and separation.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can create secure and clean joins using score and slip.
e | can evaluate and improve the structural strength of my work.

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Apply advanced joining and compression techniques

Assessment Evidence

Formative: Summative: structurally complex ceramic form
e join tests, practice samples Other:
e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: score, slip, seam, compression

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e technical demonstrations e quided practice
e repeated skill checks

Wall Works: Relief, Tile, or Installation Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Explore ceramic work designed for vertical or architectural spaces.

Essential Questions:
e How does ceramics change when it interacts with walls or space?

Enduring Understandings:
e Wall-based ceramics require different compositional and structural thinking.
e |Installation impacts viewer interaction.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can design and create ceramic work intended for wall display.
e | can consider space, layout, and installation in my

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:
e Select appropriate materials and construction methods for outdoor ceramic sculpture
e Design and create a site-responsive ceramic form
e Apply advanced handbuilding and structural techniques
e Refine work based on feedback and environmental considerations

Assessment Evidence
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Formative: Summative: final sculpture, artist statement, process
e sketches, site analysis, maquette, documentation
critiques, process checks Other:
e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Site-specific art, durability, scale, armature, weathering, installation

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Artist exemplars e Tiered rubric
e public art case studies e choice of site/scale
e teacher demonstrations e flexible timelines
e visual references e modified tools/materials
e peer collaboration

Garden Sculpture / Site-Specific Sculpture Unit Outcomes

Broad Goals of the Unit:
e Explore the creation of sculptural works designed for outdoor or site-specific environments.
e Develop advanced skills in working with durable materials and structural supports.
e Plan and execute large-scale or environmental sculptures that respond to their surroundings.

Essential Questions:
e What materials, construction methods, and finishes are best suited for outdoor ceramic
sculpture?
e How does the environment influence form, scale, and meaning in sculptural work?
e How can a sculpture intentionally interact with a specific site or audience?
e How do artists refine work to balance durability, aesthetics, and concept?

Enduring Understandings:
e Outdoor and site-specific sculptures must account for durability, weathering, and structural
integrity.
e Context and placement are critical to how a sculpture is experienced.
e Advanced planning, testing, and revision are essential to successful large-scale ceramic work.
e Collaboration, critique, and problem-solving strengthen complex artistic outcomes.

“l can” statement with standards alignment:
e | can design and create a site-specific or garden sculpture that demonstrates advanced
handbuilding skills. (CR1)
e | can develop, refine, and present ceramic artwork that is structurally sound and conceptually
intentional. (PR5)

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to:

Evaluate and select appropriate materials and construction methods for outdoor sculpture.
Apply advanced principles of design, scale, and durability in three-dimensional work.
Integrate sculptural forms thoughtfully into a specific environment or site.

Document, critique, and refine work to meet both artistic and functional goals.

Assessment Evidence
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Formative: Summative: final sculpture, artist statement, process

e sketches, maquettes, process documentation, rubric-based evaluation
checkpoints, peer critiques, teacher | Other:
feedback e n/a

Learning Plan

Vocabulary of the Unit: Site-specific art, armature, structural integrity, compression, shrinkage, stress
points, slab construction, hollowing, negative space, scale, proportion, surface treatment, patina,
weathering, refinement, conceptual framework, installation, documentation

Resources: Differentiated Learning Strategies:
e Contemporary and historical e Tiered rubrics emphasizing craftsmanship, concept,
ceramic artist case studies and risk-taking
e Visual references, demonstrations, e Choice-based prompts and open-ended project
and critiques constraints
e Studio-based exemplars (teacher e Modified tools, materials, or scale as needed
and student work) e Peer critiques, collaborative problem-solving, and
mentorship
e Multiple modes of instruction: visual demos, written
guides, verbal critique
e Flexible timelines for complex builds and
drying/firing considerations

Standards Supporting Learning Targets

National Art Standards:

Creating (CR)

Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work

Anchor Standard 2 (2): Organize and develop artistic ideas and work

Anchor Standard 3 (3): Refine and complete artistic work.

Performing/Presenting/Producing (PR):

Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation.

Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.

Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

Responding (RE):

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work

Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.

Connecting (CN):

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to
deepen understanding.
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