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Career Technical Education	 Medical Programs

CBEDS Code 4260 Introduction to Pharmacy

Pharmacy Technician	 30 weeks

Course Information:
This program prepares students to assist pharmacists 
with preparing and dispensing medication in a 
retail or hospital setting.  The curriculum meets the 
requirements for licensure with the State of California 
Board of Pharmacy and prepares the student to take 
the National Pharmacy Technician Certification Board 
(PTCB) exam.  An emphasis is placed on teaching 
critical math functions and practicing calculations.  
Students learn to spell, pronounce, and know the 
ailments associated with the 200 most commonly-
prescribed medications in generic and brand-name 
forms. They also become familiar with medical billing 
and insurance, filing, and other skills so that they are 
well prepared to succeed in jobs upon graduation.

Notes:  To work as a Pharmacy Technician, students 
must obtain a state license prior to seeking employment 
in the field.  The state legal requirements for eligibility 
to register as a Pharmacy Technician include a high 
school diploma or GED®. As part of the process, Live 
Scan fingerprints are submitted to government agencies 
in order to pass background checks. Fees for photos, 
Live Scan fingerprints, Self-Query Reports and notary 
services  are not included with the fees for the  
training programs.  

The California State Board of Pharmacy requires 
students who apply for pharmacy technician licenses to 
file “Practitioner Self-Query Reports” from the National 
Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB) and submit Live Scan 
fingerprints with the applications.  At the time of 
enrollment, VACE requires verification of a “report  
of no findings” on prospective students’ Self Query 
Response reports.

Financial Aid Available
to those who qualify

Program Courses		            Credits
Calculations				    2
  Federal Law, Aseptic Techniques 
and Pharmacy Operations		  3
Medication Review			   3
Medical Filing Fundamentals		  1
Microsoft Office Suite			   2
Pharmacy Clinical Skills 1		  2
Pharmacy Clinical Skills 2 / 		  3 
  CAPSTONE PROJECTS			 
Pharmacy Medical Terms, 		  2    
  Abbreviations, Symbols	  
Pharmacy Technician Billing / 		  2     
  Communications	
Pharmacy Technician Theory		  3
Workforce Readiness			   1

TOTAL				                 	 24

Software: 
Microsoft Suite, EHR Go, Typing.com 

Employment Opportunities:
Pharmacy Technician 
Pharmacy Assistant
Pharmacy Clerk
Pharmacy Driver Employment Opportunities:
Pharmacy Technician 
Pharmacy Assistant
Pharmacy Clerk
Pharmacy Driver

Approx. additional cost to student:			 
Live Scan Fingerprint:	  $89.00 			 
2x2 Photo:		   $15.00 			 
Practitioner Self-Query:	  $16.00 			 
License			    $120.00 	  
(if online verification is not available)
		
Note:  A high school diploma or GED is required to register  
as a Pharmacy Technician. As part of the process, fingerprints 
are submitted to government agencies for a background 
check. These additonal fees are not included in the cost of the 
training program.


