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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Fox Chapel Area Community,

Here in the Fox Chapel Area School District, we believe that meaningful success is built through our four pillars of
purpose, passion, care, and community. This spring, our district received two extraordinary recognitions that reflect the
collective commitment and dedication of our students, families, staff, school board, and broader community.

The Pittsburgh Business Times recently ranked the Fox Chapel Area School District as the No. 1 public school district in
both Southwestern Pennsylvania and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. This marks the third consecutive year that Fox

Chapel Area has carned the top spot in both rankings.

In addition, the Education Scorecard — a joint initiative of Stanford University’s Educational Opportunity Project and
Harvard University’s Center for Education Policy Research — designated Fox Chapel Area as a “District On the Rise.” This
recognition is awarded to districts improving faster than their peers in both math and reading achievement. Fox Chapel
Area is one of only 108 school districts nationwide to receive this distinction. You can read more about both of these
achievements in this issue.

While no district’s impact can ever be fully represented by a ranking or designation, these recognitions affirm the
extraordinary work happening in our schools each day. They reflect a district culture grounded in high expectations,
continuous growth, innovation, and a deep commitment to doing what is best for children.

The success of the Fox Chapel Area School District is made possible by talented educators and staff members who care
deeply about students and about one another. It is strengthened by supportive families, engaged community members,
thoughtful leadership, and a school board committed to excellence.

Every day across our district, students are challenged academically, encouraged creatively, supported emotionally, and
inspired to grow into compassionate and capable citizens. Whether through academics, arts, athletics, or service learning,
our team works tirelessly to create opportunities that help every child thrive.

I am incredibly proud of the work taking place throughout our schools and grateful to everyone who contributes to our
shared mission. Thank you for embodying our core values of respect, responsibility, and integrity, and for helping make
the Fox Chapel Area School District a place where students flourish.

As we look ahead to what’s next, we remain committed to continuous improvement
and to building on the strong foundation we have created together. We are, as
always, #FCProud.

Sincerely,

Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac
Superintendent

While no district’s impact can ever be fully
represented by a ranking or designation,
these recognitions affirm the extraordinary
work bappening in our schools each day.
They reflect a district culture grounded
in high expectations, continuous growth,
innovation, and a deep commitment

to doing what is best for children.
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FCASD EARNS TOP STATE RANKING, NAMED

‘DISTRICT ON THE RISE’ IN U.S.

he Fox Chapel Area School District recently
received two major recognitions highlighting
student achievement and growth at the regional,
state, and national levels.

The Pittsburgh Business Times ranked Fox Chapel Area as the
top public school district in both Southwestern Pennsylvania
and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in its 2026 Guide

to Southwestern Pennsylvania Schools. This marks the third
consecutive year the district has earned the No. 1 ranking in both
categories.

In addition, the Education Scorecard — a collaboration between
Stanford University’s Educational Opportunity Project and
Harvard University’s Center for Education Policy Research —
designated Fox Chapel Area as a “District On the Rise.” The
distinction recognizes school districts that are improving faster
than their peers in both math and reading achievement, as
measured by available standardized testing data. Fox Chapel
Area is one of only 108 districts nationwide to receive this
designation.
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Grade-Level Rankings

The following Pittsburgh Business Times grade-level rankings
are based on three years of standardized test scores — 2023,
2024, and 2025.

All the district’s tested grade levels ranked in either the No. 1 or
No. 2 spot in the region as follows:

Grade 3 — No. 2 Grade 7 - No. 1
Grade 4 — No. 2 Grade 8 — No. 2
Grade 5 — No. 1 Grade 11 - No. 1
Grade 6 — No. 1

Superintendent Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac said the recognitions
reflect the collective efforts of students, staff, families, district
leadership, and the broader school community.

“Although no school district is merely a ranking or designation,
it is impossible to have this kind of recognition without
significant alignment, a talented staff, continuous improvement
and development, administrative leadership, and a supportive
board of school directors,” Dr. Reljac says.

The Pittsburgh Business Times rankings are based on a
proprietary formula using standardized test data from 2023,
2024, and 2025. The Education Scorecard evaluates academic
growth trends across school districts throughout the country.

The recognitions represent more than academic performance,
Dr. Reljac says, noting that Fox Chapel Area students are

also consistently recognized in the arts, athletics, and service
learning, as staff members work to support student growth both
inside and outside the classroom.



Fox Chapel Area SD, PA
Rising Faster than Similar Districts in Math & Reading
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Center for Education Policy Research and Stanford's Educational Opportunity Project

*Similar districts are Bethel Park, Springfield, Mt. Lebanon, Moon Area, and Perkiomen Valley.

Credit: Reardon, S. F, Fahle, E. M., Ho, A. D., Shear, B. R., Saliba, J., Min, J., Shim, J., & Kalogrides, D. (2026). Stanford Education Data Archive (Version SEDA
2025.1). Retrieved from: [https://purl.stanford.edu/hm970gr1371] [https://doi.org/10.25740/hm970gr1371].

Dr. Reljac credited the district’s success to its focus on the
core pillars of purpose, passion, care, and community, as well
as its commitment to the values of respect, responsibility, and
integrity.

“The Fox Chapel Area School District is a place where we do
meaningful, life-changing, and important work,” she says. “The
nuance of learning and teaching, the mentorship of others, and
the respect and care we show for our work and our colleagues —
that is what makes Fox Chapel Area a special place.”

As for the future, Dr. Reljac says the district will remain focused
on continuous improvement and preparing students for success
by empowering every student to thrive academically, socially,
and emotionally, while building a strong sense of belonging and
community.

“There is joy in the work of building success for students,” she
says. “As we look to ‘what’s next’ for the Fox Chapel Area School
District, I am excited to work collaboratively to achieve it.”

Other Rankings

Niche
The Fox Chapel Area School District

2026

scored well in Niche’s 2026 “Best @ -
Schools” rankings. NT! C\I-TI;
BEST

All six of its schools maintained their
“A+” ranking, and Fox Chapel Area
was named the No. 5 school district
in Pennsylvania. Each of the district’s
schools was also named among the top 20 public schools
in the state in their respective categories.

SCHOOLS

The district received A+ grades in academics, teachers,
and college prep, and A grades for clubs and activities,
and administration. It was ranked in the top 100
districts in the nation.

BEST

! IS [ n.wum.nnspm

U.S. News & World Report

All of the district’s schools earned
recognition in U.S. News &
World Report's “Best Schools”
rankings.

All four of Fox Chapel Area School District’s elementary
schools ranked among the top 50 in the state, and
Dorseyville Middle School earned a place among the top
10 middle schools in Pennsylvania.

Fox Chapel Area High School ranked among the top
20 high schools in the state and among the top 3% in
the nation.

The U.S. News & World Report rankings evaluate
schools based on several key factors, including academic
performance, proficiency in core subjects, and equitable
student outcomes.

FOXCHAPELAREA | SUMMER 2026
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FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

2026-2027 FINAL BUDGET

he Fox Chapel Area School Board adopted the
2026-2027 final budget at its regular business
meeting June 8, 2026. The budget calls for
expenditures of $125,489,654 and revenues of
$123,549,707. The budget will be balanced via
a 3.1% tax increase and the utilization of a portion of the
fund balance. The millage increase falls below the 3.5%
Act 1 index increase allowed by the state. The millage
rate for 2026-2027 is 22.6898 mills. Each mill generates
approximately $3.7 million for the school district. The final
budget also reflects the following:

e Increased personnel costs
o Salary and benefit costs comprise more than
70% of the budget.
o Insurance premium increases
+ 8.3% for medical coverage
* 3% for dental coverage

Breakdown of Revenues

[l Local Revenue (78.97%) $97,567,293
[l State Revenue (20.16%) $24,904,620
Federal Revenue (0.83%) $1,027,794
B Other Revenue (0.04%) $50,000
Total Revenues $123,549,707
Breakdown of Expenditures
Bl Instruction (59.21%) $74,298,137
B Support Services (29.64%) $37,197,153
Debt Service (4.90%) $6,152,908
B Non-Instruction (2.65%) $3,327,773
Fund Transfer (1.54%) $1,937,418
B Facilities (0.86%) $1,076,265
Budgetary Reserve (1.20%) $1,500,000
Total Expenditures $125,489,654

Percentages are approximate due to rounding

12 FOXCHAPELAREA

Public School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS)
employer contribution rate set at 33.59% for 2026-2027
o This accounts for 14% of the overall budget. The

state reimburses the district 50% of the costs.
3.1% tax increase

o Represents low increases in real estate values due to
real estate appeals and low increases in proposed
state funding

+ Basic Education Subsidy — 1.7% increase
+ Special Education Subsidy — 1.3% increase
Transfer of $1,937,418 to capital projects fund

o The funds will support future capital project costs as

part of the district’s multiphase capital projects plan.




Future Challenges

o Assessment value reductions due to Allegheny County

assessment appeals

o PSERS contributions continue to be a challenge for school

districts in Pennsylvania.

© The employer contribution rate is set by PSERS trustees,

not by the district.

o The district anticipates paying more than $44 million in
PSERS contributions during the next five years.

e Projected multiphase capital projects plan

o Projects address repair, replacement, and upgrades of
equipment and infrastructure of aging district facilities.

Gaming Funds Distribution

The Pennsylvania Department of Education will provide the Fox
Chapel Area School District with $2,562,436 in gaming funds.

Estimated Real Estate Tax Liability

Assessed Value

Tax Rate

Tax Bill

Homestead Exclusion
Net Tax Bill

Yearly Increase
Monthly Increase

Assessed Value

Tax Rate

Tax Bill

Homestead Exclusion
Net Tax Bill

Yearly Increase
Monthly Increase

$100,000

22.0076
$2,200.76
-$326.17
$1,874.59

$233,700
22.0076
$5,143.18
-$326.17
$4,817.01

$100,000

22.6898
$2,268.98
-$328.00
$1,940.98
$66.39
$5.53

$233,700
22.6898
$5,302.61
-$328.00
$4,974.60
$157.60
$13.13

o These amounts can be reduced by 2% if paid in full during the

discount period.

o Eligible older adults and people with disabilities ages 18 and
older may qualify for Pennsylvania’s Property Tax/Rent
Rebate Program. For more information, please visit
www.pa.gov/agencies/revenue/ptrr.

The method of distributing the gaming funds, as prescribed by
Act 1, the Taxpayer Relief Act, will be via the implementation of
the homestead exclusion. Under this provision, any property in
the school district approved by Allegheny County as a homestead
will have the lesser of its taxable value, or an estimated $14,456,
excluded for calculating school district real estate taxes for the
2026 tax year. Based on the final budget, the owners of the 7,812
properties in the district that qualified for the homestead exclusion
will receive a $328 reduction on their property taxes. Property
owners who do not have an approved homestead exclusion will
have the opportunity to apply again when the district mails letters
to those homeowners in December 2026.

Information on the budget is available on the district’s website at
www.feasd.edun.

Facilities Update

A number of facilities improvements were recently
completed, and others are underway, in the Fox Chapel
Area School District.

o New playground equipment and soft surface
at Hartwood and Fairview elementary schools

e New windows and window treatments at
Fairview Elementary

e Major mechanical renovation at Hartwood
Elementary

Projects being completed or under consideration include:

o Installation of new tennis courts at Fox Chapel Area

High School
o Major mechanical renovation at the high school

o Lightingat the high school stadium

FOXCHAPELAREA | SUMMER 2026 13
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CLASS OF 2026 GRADUATES

ox Chapel Area High School graduated approximately 325 students

on June 7 during a ceremony at Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall

& Museum in Oakland. The student speakers at the ceremony were

Ulyana Kubini and John Rehak, and this year’s address to the senior
class by the faculty was given by high school science teacher Emily Sperdute.
Eduardo Guirola Diaz, Elizabeth Thomas, and Nikolaj Vavpetic received
Principals’ Leadership Awards, given to students who have exemplified
leadership and have served as inspiring role models throughout their high
school careers.

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL NEWS
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SENIORS RELISH

RETURN TO ROOTS

here were cheers, tears, and a lot of nostalgia as
Fox Chapel Area High School seniors took part
in the annual Senior Walk in early June.

In a full-circle moment, soon-to-be graduates walked
the same halls where their educational journeys began and visited
some of their former teachers. Elementary students lined the
hallways holding signs, passing out high-fives, and cheering on
the “big kids.”

It feels like just yesterday that they were carrying backpacks
bigger than they were, learning their ABCs, and playing on
the playground! (Actually, some of them even got in one more
ride on the swing and one last crawl on the jungle gym!)

16 FOXCHAPELAREA



FUTURE FOXES READY TO LEARN

he rooms were filled with smiles, giggles, anticipation, and even a few tears at times, as the Fox Chapel Area School
District’s soon-to-be kindergartners “signed on” to attend school. The celebration was part of the elementary schools’

story times, which help ease the transition from home to school.

IS IT TIME FOR

Lunch Yet?

FOXCHAPELAREA | SUMMER 2026 17
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Pages 18-25 feature an
Fox Chapel Area art gallery with student
S work from the 2025-2026
gM @ school year.

Jack Radigan - Grade 12

Ella Eisner - Grade 11

Ril eywl-—| e m| nvg- ray
Grade 12
Auden Jacobson - Grade 12

Ryan Overbeck - Grade 10

Willow Buitrago - Grade 9

Owen Nguyen - Grade 10
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Summer Burkhart - Grade 12

Ana Sofiau'Davit - Grade 10

Eric Jiang - Grade 11

Jeanne Leboulanger
Grade 12

Mitchell Gale
Grade 10

Ella Bandurski - Grade 11
FOXCHAPELAREA | SUMMER 2026 19



Dorseyville
sMiddle School ©

Michael Wirt - Grade 7

Lucas Liao - Grade 6

(¢ SEE PSSR,
Harper Ruggieri - Grade 6
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Bodhi Bhimireddy - Grade 8

Darren Chyu
Grade 6

T
nzalez -

Charlotte Klinke - Grade 6

Eleanor McKenzie
Grade 7
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Fairview

Raena Lane
Kindergarten

Cyrus Zych
Kindergarten

Jonah Smith - Grade 4
L e
N

4 \\‘

: Penelope Cutuly
Atharv Chhablani Grade 4

Grade 5

~ o1y Sy ‘ . Tk 7 LN
Vil | ' N s |l / Raphael Drappatz
Sascha Sarra - Grade 3 ‘ { } Grade 4
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Andy Wang s
Grade 1 @

Hartwooo

Emery Frank

Charlotte Chambers
Grade 4

Audrey Sackandy
Grade 3

Nicholas Letters 7 Kenidee Forsman
Kindergarten Grade 5

Logan Duer
Kindergarten

Noah Eury
Grade 3

Lena Dunmyre
Grade 1

Madeyiyn Frick - Grade 2

[ Lucas McMahon
Declan Allen - Grade 5 Grade 2
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Luca Cron
Kindergarten
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Aubrey Banker - Grade 5

Cameron Henderson - Grade 2

Enzo lonadi - Pre-K Leonie Runge - Grade 1
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Daniel Rahimikollu - Grade 2

Georgina Connolly - Grade 3
T

Kaia Brezinski
Grade 2

"""x/ N

Julia Peters - Grade 1

Thomas lly - Grade 1

Lucas Voelker - Kindergarten

..-wA A0 l E

Tyler Nakayama

Grade 4

Maria Kucenic - Grade 4

Pierce Gentilcore - Grade 3
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STUDENT-ATHLETES TO CONTINUE CAREERS

eventeen recent Fox Chapel Area High School
graduates signed and/or committed to further their
academic and athletic careers at the collegiate level.

As part of a ceremony in May, Fox Chapel Area Athletic
Director Michael O’Brien encouraged the students to remember
everything they have poured into their academic and athletic
careers so far.

“That ‘never give up’ DNA is what you're taking with you to
college, Mr. O’Brien said. “Every one of you has hit a wall at
some point — an injury, a tough loss, or a coach giving you a
‘hard time’ in order to push you to reach your fullest potential.
You didn't quit, but rather, you thrived.

“The jerseys and colors will change, but the lessons you learned
here at Fox Chapel are permanent. We are incredibly proud
of you.”

Among the 2025-2026 athletic accomplishments that these
students were part of include:

e Twenty-two out of 28 teams qualified
for the WPIAL and/or the PIAA
playoffs.

o The boys soccer, gitls soccer, and
field hockey teams won WPIAL
championships.

o The gitls cross country, boys golf,
girls golf, and girls swimming and
diving teams finished as WPIAL

runner-ups.

e Nine teams — girls Cross
country, field hockey,
girls golf, boys soccer,
girls soccer, boys
swimming, girls
swimming, girls
basketball, and
girls lacrosse
— qualified
for state
competition.

e Eleven

teams were
named
section
champions,

26 FOXCHAPELAREA
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and seven had undefeated records in their sections (boys
cross country, gitls cross country, boys golf, girls golf, boys
swimming, girls swimming, and boys tennis). The field
hockey, boys soccer, gitls soccer, and boys lacrosse teams also
won their sections.

Team QPA awards went to the girls tennis team (4.25 QPA)
and boys volleyball team (4.03 QPA).

The cumulative average team QPA this year for all varsity
teams was 3.97.

Senior Ava Calandra was the section individual champion in

girls golf.

Senior Claire Conti qualified for the PIAA track and field
championships.



Ava Calandra - Golf Cassie Classen — Soccer Claire Conti - Track & Field Mason DeGuilio — Soccer
Dugquesne University Denison University Allegheny College Chatham University

David DiGregory — Golf Emma DiRocco - Volleyball Aidan Elwood - Football Summer Hill - Soccer
Indiana University of Pennsylvania Old Dominion University Seton Hill University Slippery Rock University

¥
N
4

Lyla Jablon — Basketball Blake Krushinski — Baseball Bailey Mack - Softball
Case Western Reserve University West Virginia University Westminster College

Brady Matthews — Lacrosse Max Melocchi - Football Sean Regan - Soccer
Seton Hill University Carnegie Mellon University John Carroll University

Nicolas Squeglia — Soccer Samuel Troutman - Lacrosse Harran Zureikat - Football
Washington & Jefferson College John Carroll University University of Georgia
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YOUNG SQUAD DEFIES EXPECTATIONS

IN FIRST-EVER FLAG FOOTBALL SEASON

hen the Foxes’ inaugural flag football

team came together this spring, many of

its members had little to no knowledge of

the technical aspects of the sport, let alone
playing together as a team. Sure, they were football fans, but
while flag football shares similarities with America’s most-
watched sport, the two sports are very different.

What occurred over the spring season was an inspiring display of
growth, grit, resilience, and determination to succeed. Not only
did the Foxes finish with an impressive 12-4 overall record and

a 10-3 mark in their section, but the team also advanced to the
WPIAL Class 3A playoffs.

Coach Brandon Rios had few expectations when he assumed the
helm of the program. He just wanted his players to learn the game
and have fun doingit.

“Overall, I'm just proud of the girls and how they trusted us as
coaches,” said coach Rios, who is also an assistant varsity football
coach at Fox Chapel Area. “They stayed together, stepped up, and
supported each other all season.”

The maiden flag football roster featured 28 players, enough to field
both varsity and junior varsity teams, and with only one senior on
the squad, the underclassmen had the opportunity to hone their
skills and gain valuable experience.

Sophomore quarterback and leader Izzy Morado said, “One of
the biggest things I learned this season is that you win by working
together. Everyone had a role, and when we trusted each other, we
played our best games.”

“Everyone had a chance to play equally, and that helped us come
together,” added freshman Delaney Drum. “T poured my heart out
on that field, and we all did the same for each other.”

When the Foxes became postseason qualifiers, they knew they
faced significant challenges against the No. 1 seed in Class 3A,
Shaler Area. Despite a loss, they competed with confidence
and pride.

28 FOXCHAPELAREA

“When I decided to coach the team, I knew we'd be facing
programs that had years of experience already in place;” coach Rios
said. “But the way the girls responded all season was incredible.”

Junior safety Sera Filar said the team felt pressure at the beginning
of the season to set the tone for what flag football could look

like at Fox Chapel Area. She believes the Foxes have set a strong
foundation for the years ahead.

“As time progressed and we started winning games and figuring
things out, I think we all are proud of ourselves in how the
inaugural season played out,” she said. “Working together for a
common goal really brought us together. 'm honored to have
been part of the first year, and it makes me even more excited to
play next season.”



FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT DIRECTORY

District Administration

611 Field Club Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15238

412/963-9600

www.fcasd.edu

Superintendent: Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D.

Deputy Superintendent: David McCommons, Ed.D.

Director of Finance: Ryan Manzer

District Resource Staff

Executive Director of Elementary Education and
Instruction: Ashley Constantine, Ed.D.

Executive Director of Secondary Education and
Instruction: Kenneth Bissell, Ed.D.

Director of Special Education and Pupil Services:
Timothy Mahoney, Ed.D.

Executive Director of Instructional and Innovative
Leadership: Megan Collett, Ed.D.

Director of Literacy: Dana Simile, Ed.D.

Director of Student Achievement and Instructional
Verification: Stephen Edwards, Ed.D.

Director of Ancillary Services: Daniel Breitkreutz

Chief of School Police/School Safety and Security
Coordinator: Joseph Kozarian

Director of Athletics: Michael O’Brien

FOX CHAPEL AREA SCHOOLS

Fairview Elementary School
738 Dorseyville Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-9315

Principal: Susan Kreit

Hartwood Elementary School
3730 Saxonburg Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/767-5396
Principal:

Rachel Fischbaugh, Ed.D.

Kerr Elementary School
341 Kittanning Pike
Pittsburgh, PA 15215
412/781-4105

Principal: Katelyn Toth

O’Hara Elementary School
115 Cabin Lane

Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/963-0333

Principal: Kristy Batis, Ed.D.

Dorseyville Middle School
3732 Saxonburg Boulevard
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/767-5343
Principal: Jonathan Nauhaus
Program Principal:

Laura Miller, Ed.D.

Fox Chapel Area High School
611 Field Club Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
412/967-2430
Lead Principal:
Michael Hower, Ed.D.
Program Principal (A-L):
Michelle Young, Ph.D.
Program Principal (M-Z):
Nicole Smith, Ed.D.
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) o i ) Program Principal: Kevin Smetak
Coordinator of Communications: Bonnie Berzonski

Community Engagement Specialist: Jill Leonard

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The Fox Chapel Area School District does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age, disability, and/or any other basis
prohibited by law, and prohibits discrimination,
including harassment, in any employment practice,
education program, or activity that it operates.
Individuals may report concerns or questions to the
Title IX coordinator and/or the Section 504 and
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) coordinator.
The notice of nondiscrimination is available at
www.fcasd.edu.

Title IX: David P. McCommons, Ed.D.
(412/967-2456)

Section 504 and ADA: Timothy A. Mahoney, Ed.D.
(412/967-2435)

Fox Chapel Area School District
611 Field Club Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15238

Front row, left to right: Adam G. Goode (2029 — Region III); Eric G. Hamilton, Treasurer (2027 —
Region I); Marybeth Dadd, President (2027 — Region III); Ronald P. Frank, Vice President (2027 —
Region IT); and Vanessa K. Lynch, Assistant Secretary (2027 — Region II). Back row; left to right: Paul
Giuffre, Solicitor; Ariel Zych (2029 — Region II); Katie Findley (2027 — Region I); Dr. Mary Catherine A
Reljac, Superintendent; Dr. David P. McCommons, Deputy Superintendent; Amy B. Cooper (2029 —

Region I); Dr. Jessica Haselkorn (2029 - Region IIT); and Kathleen Anuszek, Board Secretary.

Region I covers all of Sharpsburg Borough and Wards 2, 3, and 4 of O’Hara Township; Region II covers
Districts 2, 4, and S of Fox Chapel Borough and all of Indiana Township; and Region III covers all of
Aspinwall Borough, Blawnox Borough, Wards 1 and 5 of O’Hara Township, and Districts 1 and 3 of Fox
Chapel Borough.

School board meetings are typically scheduled for the first and second Mondays of each month at 7 p.m.
The public is invited to attend. For more information and meeting locations, visit www.fcasd.edu.
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