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A Continuum of 
Strategies to Respond 

to Inappropriate 
Behavior
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How do teachers 
typically respond to 

inappropriate 
behaviors in the 

classroom?
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Continuum of Response 
Strategies
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Continuum of Response Strategies

What It Is What It Is Not

• Toolkit of evidence-
based practices

• Used in response 
to minor negative 
behavior

• Organized by 
intensity

• List of punishments

• Process for 
teachers to follow 
in order to reach a 
punishment

• Clip chart or name 
on board
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Clip Charts: Research and PBIS Practices

Negative                                                

Side Effects

Effective Alternatives to                    

Clip Charts

Ineffective in changing behavior                  

class-wide

Establish positive expectations and 

routines

Contribute to labeling and 

stigmatization

Start a positive reward system

Focus on public corrections Use the “Praise Around” strategy

Intensify anxious behavior and 

decrease engagement

Point positive

Provide class-wide attention for 

unwanted behavior

Intervene instructionally but privately 

Don’t teach the right way Teach emotional regulation skills

Article Link: Ditch The Clip! 

https://assets.website-files.com/5d3725188825e071f1670246/5e50285423455fec37316f50_Ditch%20the%20Clip!%20Why%20Clip%20Charts%20Are%20Not%20a%20PBIS%20Practice%20and%20What%20to%20Do%20Instead.pdf
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Clip Chart Assessment

1. Is it preventative?

2. Is it instructional?

3. Does it encourage 
prosocial behaviors?

4. Does it teach skills?
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Video: Planned Ignoring 
(Secondary)
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Observation Data for Praise and 

Corrections:
Tally:

Total 

Count:

General Praise for behavior 

(great job; thumb’s up; etc.)

Specific Praise for behavior 

(identify the student or group, name the 

behavior, name the expectation met) 

Corrections to Inappropriate Behavior 

(Verbal, prompt, gesture, proximity, etc.) 

Specific Correction to Inappropriate 

Behavior (identify student or group, name the 

behavior or expectation not met, name the 

behavior expected) 

Final Ratio of Praise to Corrections:

Data Tools:
20 minutes-  Start Time:  End Time:

5:1 Ratio                                                                   
Specific Praise to Correction
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Error Correction
Specific Praise to Correction 5:1 Ratio
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14:1 Ratio                                                                   

Specific Praise to Correction

Children Who Experience Trauma

“Great teachers 

focus not on 

compliance but on 

connections and 

relationships.”

PJ Caposey in Education Week Teacher
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Regulate, Relate, Reason
Sequence of Engagement

Reason
Cortex

Limbic

Relate

Diencephalon

Regulate 
Brainstem

Neurosequential Network – Dr. Bruce Perry

Safety

Connection

Problem-Solve
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De-escalation Strategies

Remove peer spectators or take the student to a private or 
semiprivate setting 

Provide adequate personal space to the student

Maintain a calm demeanor, speak softly with a level voice, even 
in the face of intense verbal disrespect or threats from the 
student

Make sure the student feels heard

Acknowledge the student’s emotional condition empathetically 
and respectfully
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Video: De-escalation (Elementary)
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Continuum of Response Strategies

Elementary Schools Secondary Schools
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Team Time: 
Flow Chart Review

1. Are there any strategies that need to be 

added or removed?

➢Does your flow chart include proactive and 

preventative strategies?

➢Do they help keep children in school and in 

the classroom?

➢ Is there a reliance on exclusionary 

practices (removal from instruction in the 

classroom)?

2. Which strategies teachers need additional 

training and support?
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