AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT
MOUNTAIN LAKES HIGH SCHOOL

Advanced Placement Environmental Science is a science class that uses biology, chemistry, and earth
science to study how the environment works, how individuals impact the environment, and solutions
for the future of our environment. All students are required to complete the summer assignment in
order to receive credit for the class. Work that is handed in past the due date will be penalized 10
points each day. The summer assignment counts as a homework grade as well as a quiz grade.

Throughout the school year we will be viewing different videos, reviewing key concepts that pertain to
our environment, as well as reading various articles/case studies to grasp the information within the
class. Activity one and activity two of the summer assignment must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on
the first day of school through Canvas. For example, if the first day of school is August 26th, then
your assignment is due no later than August 26th at 11:59 p.m. Canvas may not be activated for you
until the first day of school, in which you will need to wait for submitting it on that day. Activity 3 is
due the first day I see you within the second week of the school year. This must be handed in on

paper.

Activity One:

Find one current article that pertains to an environmental issue that is ongoing in the world today and
follow the questions below to write about your article. You must write a minimum of two paragraphs
for the article and include the hyperlink at the bottom of your response. Articles need to be from a
reputable newspaper or peer reviewed journal. Look for articles published in known newspapers (NY
Times, The Record, ...), the BBC, or networks similar to Discovery or National Geographic. Use the
following questions as a guide towards your entry.

a. What is the problem or issue?

b. How have humans impacted/created the problem?

c. What is being done to change/fix the problem?

d. What are your opinions, thoughts, and/or concerns pertaining to the article?

Some topics to consider: Population growth, nonrenewable energy, renewable energy, pesticides,
fertilizers, biomagnification, overfishing, deforestation, agricultural expansion, biogeochemical cycles,
pollution, global warming, ozone depletion, biodiversity loss, ocean acidification...

Activity Two:

Read the essay “Tragedy of the Commons” by Garrett Hardin, which can be found here. Ata
minimum, read from the start through the “Pollution” section.

Use the following questions as a guide in a 2-page response, double-spaced. You do not have to
answer each of the questions and you can write about anything you feel connects with the reading.
a. What is Hardin’s main idea of the entire essay?
b. What are your reactions to what Hardin writes about?
c. Some believe that “Tragedy of the Commons” is avoidable. Do you think this is true?
Why or why not?


http://www.garretthardinsociety.org/articles/art_tragedy_of_the_commons.html

Activity Three:

As we progress further into the year we will come across math computations that have to do with
conversions from one unit of measure to another. The AP Environmental Science exam mandates that
you show your work during the math calculations questions Use the link below for a basic math
conversion lesson you will need to do in class this year. Also, the last page has refresher questions on
experimental design.

Questions = APES Summer Math Assignment Questions

Email me with any concerns at: pgerhart@mlschools.org. I will try my best to get back to you within a
few days.

Have a great summer and be careful that you don’t cram everything in at the very end of the summer. |
am looking forward to a great year with you!


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bec_T2uIbJQbLqgBZrdpraRsLZ6hfzRclhHnD4ycqvU/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:pgerhart@mlschools.org

