UPDATE NEWSLETTER

Volume 8, Issue 6 17" July 2026

Message from Ms Bridge
Dear Parents and Carers,

As the academic year comes to a close, we are all feeling a little jaded but nonetheless

extremely upbeat after one of the best Enrichment Weeks | can remember. It's the week in our year
which is dedicated to opportunities that enrich classroom learning by bringing it to life through a range
of memorable experiences in school and through trips. Our aim is to provide the chance for every
student to attend a trip out of school. The range of options was significant this year from residentials to
The Isle of Wight, Normandy, Cornwall (2 trips) to a plethora of day experiences locally and further
afield for example, The Space Centre and London.

Throughout the week, Year 10 and 12 students were on Work Experience. It filled me with such pride
at the overwhelmingly positive feedback from our employers; visitors to school; and comments from
the general public about the politeness and conduct of our students. So many comments about how
they’d love to work with Kineton again. Also wonderful that some of our students secured job offers as
a result of their work experience!

Thank you to parents and carers that took up the opportunity to give feedback via our Parent/ Carer
Survey in June. The headlines can be seen below. We were reassured that the areas identified as
strengths and those we need to work on came as no surprise. Feedback has been so important in
helping us draft our priorities for next year; I’'m pleased we are along the same lines as many of you!
Headlines:

Greatest strengths Main areas for improvement

Safe environment

Caring staff

Sixth Form provision
Extra-curricular opportunities
-Pastoral support

« Low level disruptive behaviour

 Curriculum communication

« SEND experience for a small
number of pupils with SEND

Overall parent confidence in Kineton High School can be viewed as strong with 86% willing to
recommend the school and strong approval of safety, pupil happiness, wider opportunities and staff
commitment.

| fully appreciate we have work to do as our aim is for 100% recommendations.

I’'m delighted to share that 100% of Staff respondents say that they feel proud to work at Kineton! Many
of them cite your children as the reason for this

Finally, | thank all our staff for their relentless determination and passion for ensuring life at Kineton is
the best it can be for all our students. Thank you to all our parents and carers for continuing to work
alongside us and support our mission for children to ‘achieve personal best’.

Have a safe, enjoyable and restful summer break. I'll look forward to seeing all our students on
Thursday September 3™ but not before a bit of a rest!

s Bnidge

Achieving Personal Best


https://www.kinetonhighschool.org.uk/curriculum/enrichment-week

MESSAGE FROM CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

Thank you to all our Parents, Carers and Staff for supporting Kineton Students throughout 2025-26. A
year which has seen much change on the school site. Work is finally coming to an end as the landscaping
and parking area at the front of school is completed as we break up. It’s looking fantastic and I'm sure it
will fill our students with pride when come back to school in September.

I'd like to reach out to our parent/carer community as opportunities to join the local governing board will
arise in the Autumn term. We’d love to hear from interested people who can give up time to work closely
with the Headteacher and senior team in further improving the school. If you’d like to discuss

being a governor, please contact jennie.lawrance @stowevalley.com

Have a peaceful Summer break.

Bannaty Bniggs

AVTUMN TERM CALENDAR =i

Tuesday 1° to Wednesday 2"° September - Teacher training days (school closed to students)
o Thursday 3" September - start of Autumn term for all students

o Wednesday 9" September - Year 11 & 13 Drama trip

o Tuesday 15" September - school photographs for Year 7, 9, 11 and 12

o Thursday 24" September - Year 6 Open Evening 4.30-7.30pm (school closes at 1.10pm)
o Thursday 1°' to Friday 2" October - Year 10 & 11 MFL trip

o Monday 12" to Wednesday 14" October - Year 11 Geography Fieldtrip

o Thursday 15" October - Year 11 reports issued

e Monday 19" October - Year 11 Achievement Evening (in person), Year 7 Meet the Tutors (virtual)
e Thursday 22" October - Year 13 reports issued, Year 8 Disco

e Friday 23™ October - Teacher training day (school closed to students)

e Monday 26" to Friday 30™ October - Half term

o Tuesday 3" to Friday 13" November - Year 11 & 13 mock exams

e Thursday 5" November - Year 12 Parents Evening 4-7pm

o Tuesday 10" November - Sixth Form Open evening 5-7pm

e Thursday 12" November - A level Media trip, Year 9 reports issued

o Thursday 19" November - Year 8 reports issued, Year 7 Disco

o Tuesday 24" to Thursday 26" November - A level Geography trip

o Thursday 26" November - Year 10 reports issued, Sixth Form Winter Ball

e Friday 27" November - Teacher training day (school closed to students)

e Tuesday 1°' to Thursday 3" December - Year 11 MFL mock exams

o Thursday 3" December - Year 7 reports issued, Year 10 Parents Evening 4-7pm

o Wednesday 9" December - Christmas Fair 4-5.30pm

o Thursday 10" December - Y11 reports issued

e Monday 14" to Friday 18" December - Charity Week

o Wednesday 16" December - Charity Show evening performance 6-7pm

o Thursday 17" December - Y13 reports issued

e Monday 21°' December to Friday 1°' January - Christmas and New Year break

e Monday 4" January - Teacher training day (school closed to students)

o Tuesday 5" January - start of term for all pupils
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mailto:jennie.lawrance@stowevalley.com

MESSAGE FROM MRS THOMPSON

Year 7

What a first year we have had! | have been so impressed with how well all of the students have
settled into life at Kineton High. They have embraced so many new challenges. It has been
particularly lovely to see them developing in confidence and fully participating in school life.

Some particular highlights for me have been watching so many year 7s taking part in the school production of
'Oliver!', the fantastic craft - and sales skills - on show at the Christmas Craft Fair, the impressive dance
moves at the school disco, and the amazing stories | have heard from all the things students got up to during
enrichment week - it sounds like they had a wonderful time!

You may have heard that | will be stepping away from the Head of Year role to focus on my other role in
school, and Mrs Turner will be taking the reins from me (I will still be looking after Year 7 on Mondays as this
is Mrs Turner's day off, so | will still be very much involved). It has been a privilege getting to know all the
students this year and watching them develop and grow in confidence. | wish you all an enjoyable and restful
summer break.

Look out for year 8 information on the website from September on the Year 8 2026-27 page.

MESSAGE FROM MR FORD

Year 10

As we reach the end of Year 10, | would like to congratulate our students on an excellent year

and, in particular, the maturity they demonstrated during their recent work experience

placements. Employers consistently praised their punctuality, professionalism, initiative and

positive attitudes. Students were outstanding ambassadors for both themselves and our school community.

As we look ahead to Year 11, we are encouraging students to make the most of the summer break by
focusing on three key areas: rest, safety and learning.

Firstly, students have earned the opportunity to rest and recharge. Time with family, friends and hobbies is
vital for wellbeing, helping them return in September refreshed and ready for the challenges of their GCSE
year.

Secondly, we ask families to reinforce the importance of staying safe, particularly around open water. Rivers,
lakes, reservoirs and other unfamiliar swimming locations can present significant dangers, even on warm
days. We encourage all students to make sensible choices and look after one another throughout the
holiday.

Finally, while rest is important, a small amount of regular learning over the summer can make a significant
difference. Completing sections of the summer revision booklet and maintaining short, manageable study
sessions will help students retain knowledge and begin Year 11 with confidence.

We wish all our Year 10 students and their families a safe, restful and rewarding summer. We look forward to
welcoming them back in September, ready for a successful Year 11.

Look out for year 11 information on the website from September on the Year 11 2026-27 page.
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DOFE NEWS

Gold

At the beginning of July the Year 12’s headed off to the Lake District to complete their qualifying expedition.
They start off in Seathwaite in the Southwest of the area. The expedition takes them 4 days in total covering
about 19kn each day carrying all of their kit to be self sufficient for that time. With recent weather | was hoping
for a dry expedition but the weather was no that kind. Wednesday night before they even started we had
torrential rain and high winds so wet tents before they even started.

The weather on day 1 was changeable still very windy but the sun came out later and they had a nice walk
over to Coniston, there was significant evidence that the training had paid off and navigation was going well.
Day 2 saw them head north, past Tarn Hows and up to Loughrigg Tarn, unfortunately the rain had now
started and was very much set in for the next 2 days with only brief dry spells. Day 3 was the worst weather
with heavy rain, high winds and low cloud for most of the day. The students pushed on and even though they
didn’t have the happiest faces when we saw them they all got to camp in good time. The last day saw an
improvement in the weather and both groups had lovely walks round Ullswater to finish in Pooley Bridge.

All 8 students have successfully completed the expedition section, Well done to you all. It is now important to
complete the other sections, including the Residential and get assessor reports submitted.

www.dofe.org/assessor for the reports. www.dofe.org/opportunityfinder if you are looking for ideas for
residentials.

Silver

Unfortunately we pulled the Silver Qualifying at the last minute due to the red heatwave warning.| felt by the
time we had put in sufficient changes to deal with the heat and keep our students safe it was no longer going
to be a Silver level expedition. This will be rearranged as soon as possible and | am looking for a new date. |
really hope to get this booked in for September or October.

Please aim to complete all the other sections and get assessor reports submitted so that as soon as the
expedition is completed you will have completed the level.
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http://www.dofe.org/assessor
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DOFE NEWS

Bronze

The year 9 groups all completed the qualifying expedition in the Cotswolds at the beginning of June.There
was great navigation this time showing the practice had paid off. There had been some group changes but all
seemed to get along well.

Again, some great food on display we had steak being cooked, smash burgers which appeared to have all
the trimmings and looked delicious.

The Sunday seemed to be a very early start as some students decided 4.30am was a great time to start
playing football, | was less impressed. At least it meant they were up and raring to go by 8am. Day 2 was nice
and sunny and all groups worked hard and made rapid progress towards the finish points. All were
successful and now it is a case of getting all those sections signed off so that come September we are raring
to go on silver.

| have the expedition assessor reports and | will upload them to eDofe accounts very shortly.

Moving forwards

| was hoping to get the information for Year 9 moving to Silver before the End of Summer term, this may not
be possible for a couple of reasons but | am still trying, If it doesn’t come out before the end of the summer
term | will get it sent out at the beginning of September.

Year 8, | will get the information evening regarding enrolling for Bronze booked in for September and details
will be sent at the start of year 9.

A plea

Please keep trying to get sections signed off so that you can complete whichever level you have signed up
for.

A reminder to all enrolled, keep uploading your evidence, when you have completed a section ask your
assessor to upload an assessor report via www.edofe.org/assessor Even if your expeditions were a few
years ago you can still get the sections signed off, it is not too late to complete.

s Briggs, DefE Tanagen
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