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An “approved facility school” (AFS) is an educational program that is operated by a facility to provide 
educational services to students placed in the facility and that has been placed on the list of facility 
schools that are approved to receive reimbursement for providing educational services to students 
placed in a facility. Facility schools are private schools operated by a nonprofit organization or a for-
profit corporation. 
 
There are three types of facilities that may be an AFS: (a) a day treatment center, residential child care 
facility, or other facility licensed by the Colorado Department of Human Services; (b) a hospital licensed 
by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment; or (c) a specialized day school 
authorized by the Office of Facility Schools (OFS). Day treatment centers provide a structured program 
of various types of psycho-social and behavioral treatment to prevent or reduce the need for placement 
of children and youth out of the home or community. Residential child care facilities, such as qualified 
residential treatment programs and psychiatric residential treatment facilities, provide 24-hour group 
care and treatment. Specialized day schools serve students whose behavioral and educational needs 
are beyond the capacity of the students’ current educational placement. Students are placed in 
facilities by their parent or guardian, school district, or human services caseworker, or by another entity. 
AFSs are funded, at least in part, by private and public health insurance (e.g., Medicaid/Health First CO) 
and state funding, via the Colorado Department of Education (CDE). 
 
AFSs differ by a variety of factors, including by location; specialized program focuses (e.g., autism 
spectrum disorder, intellectual disabilities, affective education, life skills, crisis intervention, substance 
abuse, chronic illness); intake processes; ages, grades, and sexes served; the average number of 
students served (in September 2025, the range was six to 100 students); and the average length of stay 
(in September 2025, the range was three days to four years). 
 
AFSs are approved and monitored by the OFS and the Facility Schools Board (FSB). The OFS is housed 
within the CDE’s Exceptional Student Services Unit. The FSB consists of seven members appointed by 
the State Board of Education.  
 
The requirements to qualify as an AFS include, but are not limited to: employ sufficient qualified 
administrative, instructional, and support staff to provide services for all children, including those who 
have a disability; employ or contract in writing, on at least a part-time basis, with a qualified director of 
special education; and implement a comprehensive plan for the provision of special education. To 
remain on the list of AFSs, a school must comply with a variety of requirements, including but not limited 
to: curriculum and graduation requirements; accountability and accreditation measures; and reporting 
and record-keeping requirements established by the OFS and FSB. The OFS periodically reviews each 
AFS to determine whether the school is in compliance with requirements. Schools that do not comply 
may be removed from the list of AFSs. 
 
As of December 1, 2025, there were 34 AFSs serving 923 students. Most students in AFSs have an 
individualized education program (IEP) and receive special education and related services pursuant to 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
 
For additional information, visit https://ed.cde.state.co.us/facilityschools or contact the Office of 
Facility Schools at facility_schools@cde.state.co.us.  
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