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Summary of the Work

On the planet Anarres, an independent colony w,
founded by the visionary Odo, with goals of peag
coexistence, harmony, and cooperation.
Odonianism is anarchy, a philosophy opposed tg
having a State as either a capitalistic or sotialis
entity. Anarres functions as a mining colony fsr i
mother world, Urras. No communication takes
place between the two worlds, however. The
brilliant physicist Shevek wishes to share his far-
sighted theories, but must go to Urras to do sis.
attempt to reconcile the two opposing worlds cay
him to undergo a long and difficult journey; on thg
way Shevek must make difficult choices as he se
the truth.

Rationale:

The Dispossessed is a challenging, thoughtful seidiotion

B%vork by one of the best science fiction and fantasters we

Ehave. As social criticism, it challenges convemgilddeas of
ownership, the role of government, and the resditgiof
the individual in society. According to LeGuin, $Movel
The Dispossessed is about a small worldful of peagio call
themselves Odonians. The name is taken from tinedfer of
their society, Odo, who lived several generatioafote the
time of the novel and who therefore doesn'’t gad the action

— except implicitly, in that all the action startetith her. “
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Noted Distinction
The Hugo Award (1975)
LeGuin’s awards include The Boston Globe Horn Awa
(1975); the National Children’s Book Award, (1978)e
Nebula Award (1990 & 1995); four Hugo Awards, and
the Newbury Honor Book Award (1972)
Readability

Lexile Score: 820

Readability Level: 7.1

L ear ning Resour ces Guidelines
The novel meets the Learning Resources Guidelir
Standard Alignment: (link)
Approval:

Submitted to Committee:
Approved for Adoption: Approved 1999 or earlier.

Noteson the Text

(The best way to evaluate and understand a nove isto
personally read the book in its entirety.)

Readers identify with Shevek’s struggle to make
right choices in the novel The Dispossessed. Th
recognize that his choice to seek and share the t
reflects their own. Students also can identify the
characteristics of the two worlds Anarres and Ur
as embodying concepts already in our society.
Materialism, accepted so easily by the society of
Urras, is heartily rejected by Anarres, a sociaty i
which individuals are much freer. Yet, as Sheve
finds, Anarres itself is not perfect. Readers are
challenged to relate the truths in this novel tirth
own lives.

Connection to the Curriculum:

As social criticism, The Dispossessed comments mercan
society and government. It fits well with the thesyof junior
Eliterature, including the American dream and theicbs of
F'UAmericans to frame a responsible government. Kinial

studying the work of Ursula K. LeGuin, studentsar@shighly
ascclaimed and respected writer's work.

Additional Connections: AP, Honors,
Essential/Applied, Dramas, Films, etc.)

LeGuin’s short stories, including “The Ones Who WaAivay
from Omelas.”

At the sophomore level, The Wizard of EarthseaJlsula K.
LeGuin.
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