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The 2025 Homecoming court was announced in a special program Fri., Sept. 19. Front row: Nevis Hill, Ruby Brown, 
Greta Christiansen, Brooke Siwek, Vivien A!eldt and Sophia Rowland. Back row: Vincent Pilling, Ezra Victor, Elijah 
Jensen, Mati Gobena, Josiah Ho!ner and Fritz Reding. Coronation will occur at the end of the school day, Fri. Sept. 26. 
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Homecoming Court announced
Themed “Homecoming — A New History,” festive week begins

Junior James Elving, Homecoming commentator along with junior Piper Oster-
berg, conducts a presentation on the “history” of homecoming, including the 
sport of 0sh slapping, in the court announcement program Sept. 19.
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Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month
Events range from a St. Paul art festival to a Minnehaha Mosaic parent dinner

This time of the year is spe-
cial for numerous reasons; the 
season is changing, it’s getting 
near the end of the year, school 
is starting, and the 15th of Sep-
tember marks the beginning of 
Hispanic Heritage Month. His-
panic Heritage Month is some-
thing that means something 
di!erent to everyone. 

“Hispanic Heritage Month 
means a lot of things,” senior 
Santi Aguirre Millan said. “I 
can learn how to become bold-
er in my ethnicity and my race, 
and to be more educated on 
how Hispanic Heritage Month 
can make a positive impact for 
me and my generation and the 
next generation to come.”

Hispanic Heritage Month 
takes place during this time to 
honor the independence days 
of various Hispanic countries, 
such as Mexico, Costa Rica, 
and Guatemala. 

The Twin Cities has had 
countless celebrations of these 
independence days as well as 
Hispanic Heritage Month as a 
whole.

One very notable thing about 
all these events is the use of 
striking colors. A magni"cent 
example of this pop of color can 
be seen in alebrijes, sculptures 
of mythical animals, and it just 
so happens that St. Paul cur-
rently has a stunning exhibit of 
these creatures on the Missis-

sippi River’s Raspberry Island 
near downtown St. Paul. The 
exhibit Alebrijes: Keepers of the 
Island, is a free, outdoor muse-
um set up with 16 abstract and 
awe inspiring alebrijes. 

Alebrijes are a form of Mex-
ican folk art started around the 
1930s by famous paper mache 
artist Pedro Linares. As the 
story goes, Pedro was terribly 
ill when the idea of crazy, col-
orful, and confusing creatures 
came into his mind. Since then, 
it has been a large part of Mexi-
can culture. 

Aguirre Millan said the 
intense color that all these 
dream-animals have in com-
mon brings spiritual meaning.

“I think back to the Day of 
the Dead, and how that whole 
celebration sparks the idea of, 
‘Let’s think back to our ances-
tors, our family members who 
passed away and who are now 
living among the dead,’” he 
said. “And I think the reason 
why the pop of color is so prom-
inent is because when peo-
ple think of death, they usual-
ly think of black and gray and 
sad colors. But alebrijes are 
supposed to be more like spir-
it guides for people who want to 
be guided in death.  

The pop of color makes ale-
brijes easy to identify.

“You can acknowledge 
them,” Aguirre Millan said. 
“They’re bright and promi-
nent, like, ‘oh, that’s an alebrije 
… that’s a spirit guide.’ And the 

color just signi"es the idea of 
more like, ‘this light, this pres-
ence, is happiness,’ … you’re 
supposed to be happy in the 
sense that this thing is guiding 
you, and you’re supposed to cel-
ebrate the idea of how beautiful 
it looks.” 

Spanish teacher Anne Cal-
vin also sees meaning in the 
bright colors of alebrijes.

“I feel drawn to bright col-
ors,” she said. “Bright colors feel 
celebratory and vibrant and 
beautiful. I think that there’s 
something that kind of com-
municates life and energy with 
bright colors.”

The exhibit features 16 sep-

arate sculptures by four di!er-
ent artists. The exhibit is set 
to close on the 26th of October 
this year.

But Alebrijes are only a 
small part of what makes His-
panic Heritage Month what it 
is. The truth of the celebration 
is that it doesn’t need to be just 
a month. 

“My hope and prayer is that 
it’s not just isolated to Hispanic 
Heritage Month,” Calvin said.. 

Aguirre Millan hopes more 
people at Minnehaha be in-
spired by Hispanic authors and 
speakers.

“Someone who has impacted 
me and my life is Cesar Chavez, 

who was a man who stood up 
for farmers and Hispanic work-
ers, who wouldn’t take the min-
imum wage, which was like $1 
to like a penny per hour,” he 
said. “I think if we can bring 
light to people who made a His-
panic impact to our American 
country, we can start to edu-
cate people and see how His-
panics have also shaped Amer-
ica to what it is today. Because, 
to be honest, America wouldn’t 
be what it is today without 
Mexicans, African Americans 
or other cultures. So show-
ing more presence of Hispan-
ic Heritage Month and how 
important that is would be an 
amazing thing that we get to do 
at M.A.” 

Annual Mosaic dinner
Minnehaha’s Mosaic Parent 

Group will hold its annual His-
panice Heritage Dinner on Oct. 
2 from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. The 
evening will feature dinner, a 
presentation and salsa dancing. 

Any interested in attending 
is asked to RSVP by Monday, 
Sept. 29 through the invitation 
sent to school families via Par-
ent Square by Paulita Todhunt-
er, Minnehaha’s director of di-
versity.

This year’s dinner features 
the theme “Experiencia Ecua-
dor!” Students will give a pre-
sentation about Ecuadorian 
culture.
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“Patapez” (Fish with feet), by Alejandro Camacho Barrera, is part of the 
outdoor exhibit, Alebrijes: Keepers of the Island, on display through Oct. 26 
on Raspberry Island in downtown St. Paul.

Ph#t# by H(n)y B(-.


