
 
PUBLIC NOTICE  

The Willard Public Schools is an active participant in the Individuals with Disability Education Act--Part B (P.L. 94-142  
which was reauthorized in 1991, through P.L. 101-476) which guarantees a free appropriate education for all children. All  
public schools are required to provide a free and appropriate public education to all students with disabilities including  
those attending private/parochial schools, beginning on the child’s third birthday through age twenty (20), regardless of  
the child’s disability. The public school assures that to comply with the full educational opportunity goal, services for  
students three (3) through twenty-one (21) will be fully implemented by 1999. Disabilities include: autism, deaf/blindness,  
emotional disturbance, hearing impairment and deafness, intellectual disability, multiple disabilities, orthopedic  
impairment, other health impairment, specific learning disability, speech and language impairment, traumatic brain  
injury(TBI), visual impairment/blindness, young child with a developmental delay.  
 

The public school assures that it will provide information and referral services necessary to assist the State in the  
implementation of early intervention services for infants and toddlers eligible for the Missouri’s First Steps Program.  
 

All public schools are required to provide parents the right to inspect and review personally identifiable information  
collected and used or maintained by the district relating to their children. Parents have the right to request amendment of  
these records if they feel the information is inaccurate, misleading, or violates the privacy or other rights of their children.  
Parents have the right to file complaints with the U.S. Department of Education or the Missouri Department of  
Elementary and Secondary Education concerning alleged failures by the district to meet the requirements of the Family  
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). You may contact your local district, if you wish to review the requirements  
provided in FERPA. The public school has developed a Local Compliance Plan for implementation of Special Education  
and this Plan is available for public review during regular school hours on days school is in session in the Office of the  
Superintendent of Schools. The Local Compliance Plan is a written narrative which describes the district’s plan for  
compliance with the requirements for identifying and servicing all students with disabilities. Included in this plan are the  
policies and procedures which the district must follow regarding storage, disclosure to third parties, retention, and  
destruction of personally identifiable information. The plan also describes the assurance that services are provided in  
compliance with the requirement of 34 CFR 76.301 of the General Education Provision Act.   
 

Public Schools in the State of Missouri are required to conduct an annual census of all children with disabilities or  
suspected disabilities from birth through age twenty (20) who reside in the district or whose parent/legal guardian resides  
in the district. This census is compiled as of May 1 each year. This information is treated as confidential and submitted to  
the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Information to be collected includes: name of each  
child, parent/legal guardian’s name/address, birth date and age of each child, and each child’s disability or suspected  
disability. Should the district fail to submit an annual census the State Board of Education may withhold state aid until the 
census is submitted. If you have a child with a disability or know of a child with a disability who is not attending the  
public school, please contact your school district.   
 

Pursuant to the requirements of state law 162.997-999 RSMo, the State Board of Education is required to appoint a  
surrogate parent at such time as it becomes evident that a child with a disability does not have a parent or a person acting  
as a parent to participate in matters dealing with the provision of special education. For purposes of surrogate parent  
appointment, “parent” is defined as a biological parent, a guardian, or a person acting as a parent of a child including, but 
not limited to, a grandparent, a step-parent, or a foster parent with whom the child lives. The term does not include the  
State if the child is a ward of the State. The term does not include a person whose parental rights have been terminated.   
 

The local school district is given the responsibility to determine when a child with a disability who requires special  
education and who resides in the district is without a parent. The district must notify the Missouri Department of  
Elementary and Secondary Education of the need to appoint a surrogate parent. Training for persons serving as surrogate  
parents will be provided by the Missouri Department of Elementary or Secondary Education and the District.  If you are 
interested in volunteering to serve as a surrogate parent, more information can be obtained from the district’s  surrogate 
parent contact person--the person responsible for the district’s special education program. This notice can be  provided in 
languages such as Chinese, Spanish, Arabic, and Vietnamese or any other language as may be necessary.  
 

Melissa Lewis, Director of Special Services​ ​ ​ 405 Farmer Road Willard, MO 65781 
Phone 417-742-0930 Fax 417-742-0841   


