
Devices for Learning 2026

Dear Parents and Guardians 

At Giggleswick we want to make sure that our pupils have the digital skills required to thrive 
here at school and thereafter in higher education and the world of work, just in the same 
way as we would want to prepare them academically, physically, and emotionally. There is no 
doubt that being digitally literate is crucial for today’s school leavers and this is only going to 
become more the case over the years to come. At Giggleswick we have a philosophy of a 
blended learning approach. This means that the use of technology is integrated as part of 
normal lessons by teachers as they see fit and is just one of many approaches we take to 
teaching and learning. To facilitate this in the classroom Giggleswick operates a 1:1 policy 
meaning that each pupil needs to have their own device to access resources during the 
school day and beyond.  

What device do pupils need? 

 Windows 11
 Good size screen (preferably touch screen with stylus)
 Keyboard
 Light weight
 Good battery
 Reputable manufacturer

Increasingly the ability to effectively combine hand-written notes, diagrams and 
mathematical notation with typed text is particularly advantageous for pupils’ learning. A 
device that can blend written and typed information opens the way for a multitude of 
applications in the classroom. For this reason, we are strongly advising all pupils have a 
hybrid 2 in1 laptop which combines tablet and laptop technology and has a pen-like stylus 
for digital inking.  

Teachers also need to be able to plan and support lessons and therefore need a standardised 
platform and range of software to work from which is why we are specifying Windows 11 
devices and Office 365. Windows and Office are the main platforms used in higher education 
and the workplace, so it makes sense that our pupils become proficient in using them.  

For these reasons we are recommending pupils to have one of the following Microsoft 
Surface devices. They meet all the requirements listed above and are tried and tested in an 
educational setting.  



Microsoft Surface Pro is the 
preferred option due to a larger 
screen size, full size keyboard, 
powerful processor and graphics 
and longer battery life. 

. 

For either device please specify a minimum storage of 256GB. 

Alternatively, any windows laptop of reputable brand, meeting the minimum 
specification is acceptable. 

 Apple devices such as iPads and MacBooks are not supported at
Giggleswick School.

 Android devices such as Chromebooks, Huawei and Android tablets
are also not supported at Giggleswick School

Minimum Specification: 
Operating System - Windows 11 home version or above 
Processor Type - Intel Core i5 Processor or Snapdragon or above  
Wireless - 2.4GHz or 5 GHz dualband Wi-Fi connectivity. (802.11 a/n or ac) 
Memory - 8 GB RAM or higher 
Hard Drive - 256 GB SSD or larger. (It is not recommended to use 128 GB SSD drives 
as these fill up too quickly) 
Graphics Card - Integrated Graphics card  
Screen - 1920 x 1080 resolution or higher 
Insurance Comprehensive breakage, theft, liquid spill, hazard (strongly 
recommended)  
Virus Protection Software Antivirus needs to be provided by the student. 
A range of suitable products will be available from your vendor. 

You can get up to 10% parent/student discount from the Microsoft store or if you shop 
around, you can find good deals from the major retailers online such as Amazon or Curry’s 
depending on the time of year. 

Microsoft surface Go is also a good option 
and is cheaper 



What software is required? 
Windows 11 devices will come with free antivirus software when the device is purchased. The 
school will supply the full Office 365 software free of charge. There is no requirement for 
additional internet security software at Giggleswick School, so don’t be tempted into buying 
these as ‘essential’ add-ons.  

What will pupils be using their device for? 
Pupils will use our virtual learning environment called Teams to access all their daily 
information and to manage their prep (homework). They also have access to a vast range of 
resources on this system uploaded by their teachers to help support their independent 
learning.  

Recently we have seen an increase in teachers using Microsoft’s Class OneNote. This is a 
complete system for note taking, distributing work, completing work, filing and feedback. 
This is one specific area where the use of a stylus on a digital device is invaluable as it allows 
pupils to draw, sketch, annotate as well as type. Pupils quickly see the benefits of being able 
to store hand-written and typed work in one place. The teacher can mark the prep in the 
notebook with their device and leave feedback in situ.  

What about device security? 
• Pupils are responsible for ensuring their device is always in good working order

including with appropriate charge and application of updates.

• It is very important that you invest in a suitable case for your child’s device.

• It is worth considering a 3 year extended warranty and/or accidental damage
protection. Household insurance may provide some protection but please check your
policy.

• Whilst IT support are willing to help pupils who are having issues with their device,
they are not responsible for fixing them and they cannot carry out any hardware
repairs. This would need to be organised via your own means or through your
insurance.

The Acceptable Usage Policy 
The School takes cyber safety seriously. All pupils sign our ICT Acceptable Use Policy 
annually and receive regular reminders of IT responsibilities, ethics and digital citizenship. 
We run enterprise-grade internet filtering to minimise inappropriate use and protect the 
school network. Pupils are therefore monitored when they connect to our wireless network. 

Some examples of work completed on OneNote 



Other points to note 
 Reconditioned devices – Prep School pupils do not necessarily need to have a top

spec device at this stage and a re-conditioned laptop (not tablet) is acceptable.

 Parents should NOT set up pupils’ devices with their own emails/Microsoft accounts as
these can become default and pupils can also then access inappropriate sites.

 NO social media apps should be installed, including WhatsApp, Snapchat, Facebook,
X, etc

 All components of the device including headphones, charger, case, mice, keyboards,
device, to be clearly labelled.

 Devices in the Prep School are kept in a charging cabinet in the classroom throughout
the day and can remain there throughout the week or can be taken home daily,
depending on parent request.

Yours Sincerely 

ICT Department 

Digital Lead 

Mr Scales / Thompson 


