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Open School Gets Netted

Jeffrey Shields: Staff Reporter

The Saint Paul Open
School in now on the Internet. As
of September, Open School is
hooked up to the World Wide Web
(WWW), a computer service
which allows users to access an
endless amount of information.
Over the last two school years, the
district has worked to pass a
referendum that would give all
Saint Paul Public Schools Internet
access. As of the beginning of this
school year, there were only five
or six schools that were not yet set
up.

An internet hookup
means increased computer
opportunities for the students and
staff at Open. Bill Glaser, Open’s
new computer teacher, said the
school may soon have its own
home page. “In the next few
months, I'm hoping to set up a
page for the school. We would
put in stuff like the Open School
philosophy, pictures of students, a
school newspaper, things like
that,” he said. He also said that a
few students who want to will
have the option to set up a web
page of their own.

Right now, the computer
lab’s Internet access is mainly
used by the SLC, a few classes and
some miscellaneous students, but
Glaser said that he would like to
see the ELC getting involved too.
As of now, he works with a few

ELC classes teaching them to use
the computers. They work on
simple skills, such as moving the
mouse and painting.

Science teacher Julie
Doble is excited about the arrival
of the Internet. “I think it’s about
time,” she said. She has used the
Internet already to find informa-
tion about deformed frogs in
Minnesota for her biology class,
and she plans to use it for research
papers in her Ethics class. She
hopes e-mail will soon be avail-
able for students and staff as well.

The program installed at
Open is called Netscape, a very
widely used program for access-
ing the Internet. The connection is
different from the one used in
most homes. Most people who

E:

access the Internet from their
home use a computer device
called a modem and a telephone
line. They use their computer and
modem to call their ISP via the
telephone line.

Open School’s connection
works differently. The grant from
the district paid for all schools to
get a direct cable connection. Itis
a steady, always-on line that
works via cable, like cable televi-
sion cable. It runs from the
building to the district and then to
the ISP, which is called MinnNet.
This link allows us to have about
twenty computers all on the
Internet at the same time, with
only one line coming out of the
Internet

continued on page 3
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Notes from the Principal

Tonya Jaworski: Staff Reporter

Open School Principal
Ruth Pechmann was very positive
about the new school year in an
interview with The Purple Press. “It
was a nice start, lots of new
students, but so far so good.”

Some of Ruth’s goal’s for
the new school year are to up-
grade the computer lab, finish the
playground by installing the dome
climber, and she hopes the 25th

Long Advisory
Anna Karl: Staff Reporter

Long Advisory is coming
up,.and it looks like it’s going to
be fun. Here’s what some adviso-
ries are doing: Julie’s and Dara’s
advisories are going rock climbing
at Vertical Endeavors. This will be
the third year in a row Julie’s
advisory has done this. "It's fun
because they learn to depend on
each other," said Juile.

Leo’s and Chris’s adviso-
ries will team up to go bowling at

Anniversary goes well. Some of
the summer improvements
included new monitors, new
sinks in all elementary classes,
and the new teacher’s lounge.
Asked about upcoming
events and plans, Ruth men-
tioned the new softball field that
is under construction, the
upcoming auction and, hope-
fully, more all-school assemblies.

the Saint Paul Campus Center.
“We seriously considered
mountain climbing, but there
were already two groups going
this time around.” said Leo.
“We're looking into it for the
long advisory before Christmas.”
Connye’s and Lenni’s
advisories are taking a boat trip
on the Mississippi River and
through the Lock and Dam.

SLC Student Election

Xe Moua: Staff Reporter

SLC students and staff
members piled into the cafetorium
this fall to watch Open School’s
96’ election. This year, two
candidates, Leesha Un and
Heather Harper, ran for Student
Body President. After everyone
quieted down, Harper gave the
first speech.

She started off by talking
about AIDS, and how she can help
prevent it. She also talked about
how SLC and ELC should get

together more often. “It is impor-
tant to bring all of us together.”
she said.

“I came today as an
equal,” said Un at the beginning
of her speech. Her speech was
about how Open School is like a
family to her. “I'll be more than
happy to take the role as presi-
dent,” Un said at the end of her
speech. The audience applauded
for both candidates.

Harper was announced as

the winner the following day.

“1 think (the election) was
a success.” Harper said during an
interview. ”I was excited, but not
over-excited.”

Lenni Augustine, the
Student Government advisor
agreed, “I think this year’s
election was a success.” she said.
“Heather will be a good

president. Both the candidates
would be.”

Welcome to the inaugural issue
of Open School's new student
publication. We hope our readers
enjoy the first issue and we
welcome feedback. This issue
represents a lot of hard work

Note from The Purple Press staff advisor

from a variety of students. Special
thanks goes out to Jeff Shields,
who put countless hours into
producing the final product. I
would also like to thank John
Lubke, for editing help, the

students for their stories, and

Ruth, for agreeing to fund the

first issue. Happy reading.
Leo Bickelhaupt
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Internet

Continued from page 1

building, instead of one line for
each computer. This also makes a
modem unnecessary with any of
the computers, and our connection
will go over three times faster than
the connection coming out of a
home.

In order to access the
Internet, you enter an address for
the computer that you want to
contact, and this connects you to
that computer’s “home page”.
This home page is set up to give
you information and addresses, or
“links,” to other home pages of
the same topic. To have a home
page, you basically need a connec-
tion to the Internet (all the other
home pages), and a computer that
can sit waiting for people to access
it. The Internet is really not much

"In the next few months,
I'm hoping to set up [an
Internet] page for the
school.”

more than telephone/cable TV /
fiber optic cables going from one
computer to the next and to all the
other computers.

From one computer you
can access any of the information
available on any of the others.
When you start Netscape from one
of the computers at school, it’s set
up to automatically go to the
address, http://www.yahoo.com.
This is a home page where you
can do a search for anything on
the Internet. Since the Internet is
something that exists all over the

25th Anniversery Reunion

Ka Moua: Staff Reporter

The people of Saint Paul
Open School will be celebrating
the 25th reunion on October 12,
1996 at the new building on
Western Avenue.

Open has moved four
times. The original school was
located on University by Porky’s
restaurant, then it moved near the
Capitol, then Linwood before the
current home was found.

The reunion will have a
room for each graduating class,
and food will be served in the
auditorium. Everyone will be
there, families, friends, staff, and
lots of smiles.

“A lot of people have been
calling and talking about showing
up. I expect a a big crowd. It’s
exciting,” said Lenni Augustine,
who has been with Open School
since the beginning.

“ At the last reunion there
was at least 500 people that
showed up, it’s kind of exciting,
it’s been a long time, maybe I
won’t remember some of them,”

3

said Ev Meyers, another long-time
Open School staff member.

While the school has
changed over the years, according
to Augustine, its key principals.
remain intact.

“I have been involved
since this school started , I helped
with the community that started
this school,” Lenni said. “I
volunteered the first year, then I
was hired on the second year. We
are more organized then before,
we used to put new schedules on

world, if you were to search for
“horses”, and you typed in
“horses”, you would probably get
about 15,000 different sites on that
topic. But Yahoo is set up so that
after each search it will prompt
you for a narrower search, then
you can type in a certain type of
horse and the list of sites will get
smaller. You can search again
until it gets so small that you
might be able to scroll though the
list and find the specific sites that
you were looking for. In any case,
the Internet is so huge you can
probably find 20 or so home pages
on any topic, making research
very easy. Users have access to
whole corporations, movies,
books, museums, and just about
everything else.

eventually we started to plan
ahead.

Open school has never
been boring, ever, ever, ever.
There have been a couple of times
when it was scary because of the
cuts and fund raising, but we
always get enough support.”
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Athletes at Open

"I figured going to a
smaller school. . .
would help me focus
better on my studies."

Tattoos and Piercings

"My brother has a
friend that does it in his
basement.”

Trip to Mexico a
success!

Mayan ruins one of
the highlights.

‘Features

A closer look at our Student Government president

Erin Hoffman: Staff Reporter

While interviewing our
new Student Government Presi-
dent, Heather Harper, a few main
intentions of her's became very
apparent. AIDS education and
narrowing the gap between ELC
students, SLC students, and the
Open School Staff.

Knowing that it will be
difficult to accomplish these, she
still remains optimistic about it all.
Heather plans to get students
opinions and try and work with
people to make the ideas happen.
She will also bring up the stu-
dents' main ideas at the All-City
and All-State Student Government
Conferences. "I want the students
to know that I really do care about
their concerns and that they
should come and talk to me about
it and I'll do everything in my
power to help change it."

. Heather's main concern
about Open School students is that
not everyone is as educated about
AIDS as they need to be. "So many
people are dying of this deadly
disease who may not have been
properly educated about it. I want

"I want to come to Open
School's 50th anniver-
sary and see everyone's
face that | see in school
today."

to come to Open School's 50th
anniversary and see everyone's
face that I see in school today."

To help educate the
students at our school, Heather is
going to try and have speakers
come and talk with the students
and answer their questions. The
speakers will talk to the students
about how you can and can't get
AIDS, what the statistics are, and,
most importantly, how to prevent
this deadly tragedy from happen-
ing.

In addition to AIDS
education, there are a few things
about Open School that Heather
would like to change. For in-
stance, Heather is very interested

"There is no excuse for
any discrimination what-
soever. The discrimina-
tion needs to STOP!!"

in working with both the students
and the staff to get an open
campus lunch program that both
parties are happy with. She would
also like to have Probable Cause
more clearly defined. She feels
strongly that the students should
know exactly what their rights are
and she plans on educating them
about it.

Finally, Heather feels
there should be stronger punish-
ments for racist, sexist, or
homophobic remarks in school.
"There is no excuse for any
discrimination whatsoever. The
discrimination needs to STOP!!"

Read The Purple Press -
Increase Your Fiber Intake!!
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Open School's open opinions

Teol Knight: Staff Reporter

In every school there are
some pros and cons, and every
person has their own personal
opinion on what those might be.
The Purple Press interviewed a
variety of students to get their
opinions about Open School.

The first question The
Purple Press asked was "What do
students like about being at Open
School?"

-Liv Rodriguez, a sophomore in
her first year at Open School, said,
"The teachers are pretty neat,
some of them. Plus I think the
validations are neat."

-Erin Hoffman, a junior going on
her third year, said, "I like how
different types of people get along
and I like the validation system."
-Tanya Milton, a junior/senior
going on her second year at Open,
said, "There isn't much to do,
you're not secluded and teachers
can give you more attention
because there is not that many
students to deal with."

-Aisha Formanski, a junior who is
one of Open's oldest students, still
at Open, going on her 12th year,
said, "There are lots of things I
like, but most, I like having classes
with all ages."

Next, students were asked
the opposite of the first question:
"What don't you like about Open
School?"

-Liv Rodriguez, "Some of the

teachers don't listen well to their
students. I really miss my old
friends and my old school. We
had an open lunch and all that, it
was really nice."

-Erin Hoffman, " I don't like the
homophobic and sexual com-
ments that I hear in the halls."
-Tanya Milton, " Everybody is
glued to themselves, they all have
their own little best friend."
-Aisha Formanski, "The low
standards some people have for
themselves."

From these two basic
questions it seems as though Open
School's educational system is one
of the highlights to being at open.
Everywhere you go, there always
seems to be something you would
change. Even at Open School,
some students wouldn't mind

making a few changes of their
own. When asked what those
changes might be, the students
had a variety of answers, like...
-Kris Blanco, who is a sophomore
attending her first year at Open,
said if she could change anything
at Open it would be the art
department, "I would make it
bigger."
-Xe Moua, a freshman at open
who has been attending for two
years, said, "I'd make the bath-
room stalls bigger."
-Erin Hoffman said, "We'd have
open campus."
-Aisha Formonski said "I would
make ELC'ers and SLC'ers do
more activities together."
-Tanya Milton said " We'd have
sports teams, that way the popula-
tion of our school could get
bigger."
-Liv Rodriguez said " A bigger
school and more students. I think
it's nicer to have a large variety of
people." Asyou can see, everyone
has their own "open" opinion.
Overall, when the stu-
dents that were interviewed were
asked about how they liked the
education system, their answers
were very similar. They agreed
that it was a good way of teaching,
they liked the creative ideas and
the validation system. Some
students thought that some
teachers taught too traditionally
and too fast.

The
Purple
Press

The
Purple
Press
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Tattoos and piercings, decoration or waste of time?

Kris Blanco: Staff Reporter

As you walk down the
hallways at Open School, you
probably notice more students
with facial piercings and tattoos.
You have to wonder why they do
it and what their parents think
about it. Here is what staff and
students think about this ongoing
style.

What do you think of tattoos and
piercings?

“I think that tattoos and
piercings are okay for people who
want them. They're the ones who
have to live with it everyday.”
Teol Knight - 11th grade

“I think they express who
you are and they’re very decora-
tive.” Pro Huff - 11th

“I think they're sick, ugly
and disgusting!” Sally Cherveny
10th

“To each their own.
People make their own choices.
Tattoos, you can’t go back on. If I
could control it I would, but I
can’t.” Greg Adams - Teacher

“I think they look good on
peoples’ skin” Lex Painter - 11th

“They make me feel
weird. How do people blow their
nose with rings on them? I don’t
mind them as long as you don’t
get into them too much.” Lenni
Augustine - Teacher

Fall Camping Trip

Would you ever get a tattoo or
pierce your face?

“No it’s not me. I'm not
against it, but it’s not my style.”
Leo Bickelhaupt - Teacher

“Aren’t they poisonous to
the body or something like that?
Too painful not me.” Kenya
Washington - 12th

“I got my ears pierced.”
Derrick Woodson - 9th

“Yes. Maybe a small
tattoo or a nose ring. I'm thinking
of an eyebrow ring.” Teol Knight
11th

What would your parents think
about it?

“My dad would freak out
but my mom said that I could get
my belly button pierced.” Allison
Dagen - 10th

“My tattoo is over a scar,
so my mom understood. She likes
the piercings but my dad hates it
all.” Lex Painter - 11th

“My dad didn’t mind an
earring, but a tattoo is too much.”

Chris Alexander: Staff Reporter & ‘

It's worth the 45-minute
wait on a bus loaded with gear
and people to go on Open School’s
annual fall camping trip at Lake
Elmo.

Chris Wintheiser, three
chaperones and approximately 30
students braved this year’s trip,
despite rain and low tempera-
tures. Those students who
weren't afraid of the rain had the

opportunity to enjoy fishing at the
pier about three miles from camp.
At night, students had the choice
of sleeping or taking part in the
stay-up-late contest.
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“Don't know, I don’t think
they would mind” Pro Huff - 11th
Where do you get a tattoo or
piercing?

“Sergio, my sisters
friend.” Arthur Vallente - 9th

“Not from someone
stupid, a place that is certified by
the state.” Greg Adams - Teacher

“My brother has a friend
who does it in his basement.”.
Allison Dagen - 10th

“I got my tattoo at my
sister's husband's friend's house.
My friends pierced my ears and
my nose, or Ace Tattoos.” Lex
Painter - 11th

“Uptown, dude” Leo
Bickelhaupt - Teacher

Why would you do it?

“I think people do it
because they think it enhances
their looks.” Lenni Augustine -
Teacher

“I'd get it because it is
very pretty.” Marlene Otterness
10th

“Because it makes you feel
like you're special and it expresses
the mood that I have. Tattoos are
great. They make me feel so
young and it’s a non-sexist type of
art.” Liv Rodriguez - 10th

“To express your own
individuality.” Bill Glaser -
Teacher

Read
The
Purple
Press




New Student is on Track and Cross Country at Central

Tanya Milton: Staff Reporter

Teol Knight, a former
student at Saint Paul Central High
School, made the switch to Open
School for academic reasons. In
the afternoons, however, Knight
returns to Central where she still
runs Varsity Cross Country and
Track.

Knight, 16, has been
playing sports for about four
years. She started playing sports
at Memorial Middle School in
New Mexico. She ran track, cross
country, and played basketball for
her school at Memorial. When
Teol was in the 8th grade, she
made the varsity Cross Country
and track teams at Robinson High
School. She continued to play
basketball and football for her
junior high. In 8th grade Teol
went to the New Mexico State
Meet for cross country.

In 9th grade her family
moved to Minnesota, where she
made the varsity cross country
and track teams at Central. She
also went to State in cross country

South of the Border

that year. In addition to running,
Teol played on the ninth grade
basketball team in the winter.
During the summer of
1996, before Teol’s junior year,
she made a switch to Open School.
“Iwasn’t getting my
school work done because I was
too distracted by all the students
at Central. I figure going to a
smaller school with fewer stu-
dents would help me focus better

Johnathon Lubke: Staff Reporter

Last summer, Jennifer
Greer took a group of 12 SLC
students (and an uncle) to Mexico.
The trip left from Minneapolis at
7:15 AM on August 9. The desti-
nation was the cities of Merida
and Isla Mujeres.

The 8-day trip was funded
by student projects. These
projects included candy bar and
sucker sales, as well as a
walkathon.

In Merida, they were able
to see such monuments as the
Mayan pyramids and other
Native American landmarks.
However, Greer says “The favorite
part of the trip overall was in Isla
Mujeres, where students had an
opportunity to snorkel, swim, and
ride go-carts and mopeds.”

Another highlight for

Greer, was seeing her students
speak with the locals. “Finally,
students had the opportunity to
use their Spanish on a daily basis,
from ordering breakfast to barter-
ing in the marketplace.”

The following students

on my studies.”

She attends classes at
Open in the morning and is part of
the acting department at Central
in the afternoon.

Open School, in past
years, has lost great athletes like
Teol to other schools. The Purple
Press asked her what she thought
of Open School not having any
sports teams.

“Iwould like to get some
sports teams started at Open
School.”

Although Teol considers
academics more important than
athletics, she considers sports a
crucial part of her education.

~ “Iwould transfer if I
couldn’t play sports for other
schools, because sports are a daily
motivator, and it helps keep me in
shape. Sports always keep me out
of trouble... I'm not saying I was in
any trouble, but I probably
wouldn’t be as successful as I am
without sports and my academic
skills.”

attended the Mexico trip: Sai
Thao, Mai Xiong, Ian Lakin, Mike
Pettey, Graciella Eckert, Donovan
Eckert, Andrew Netteburg, Kelly
Nelson, Liz Skramstad, Noah
Comer, Heather Benjamin, Angie
Lund, and Rachel Wilgrund.

The
Purple
Press
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Odyssey of the Mi-
graine:

To O.M. or not to O.M?
page 9

Rock n' Roll:
Ehren Stemme reviews
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page 10

Back to School '96:
Where was Nas?
page 10

Editorials e7 Reviews
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Political Asylum: Cultural Ignorance Should Not Be Tolerated

Lex Painter: Staff Reporter

I read an article in the
New York Times called “Roots of
Exile.” The story is about a
woman named Fauziya Kassindja
from Kpalime, a small country in
west Africa. Miss Kassindja had
come to America for political
asylum. Kassindja came because,
in her culture, genital mutilation
was performed before marriage.

She escaped from her
husband in Africa with the help of
her mother. She flew to Germany,
where she stayed for two months,
then decided she wanted to go to
America. When she arrived in
America, she confessed to the
immigration officers that her
documents were false and asked
for asylum.

She was then handcuffed
and taken to Esmor Detention
Center in Elizabeth N.J., which
was soon to become known for the
cruelty of its guards. On August
25, 1995 she was sent to see an
immigration judge in Philadelphia
by the name of Donald V. Ferlise.

| etters to the Editor

The Purple Press wel-
comes feedback on what is
written in these pagges. Please
submit letters to the editor, or
anything else we might find
interesting, to Leo in room 311.

Ferlise found her story to be
“lacking rationality and internal
consistency” and thus sentenced
her to one year in prison for lying
to the courts.

After 16 months in jail,
Ms. Miller Bashir, Kassindja’s
Lawyer, sought help from the
Advocates for Refugees and Surita
Sandosham of Equality Now, a
New York-based woman's rights
group. They agreed to help her
get access to media and political
contacts that would bring atten-
tion to the case. After all the media
attention and signed petitions, her
appeal came through. Felise then
granted Kassinja her original
request for political asylum.

In my opinion, the origi-
nal outcome of this case is com-
pletely appalling!! I feel that it
should be the job of every judge to
research each and every case that
comes before them. If they can’t
handle doing this, they need to
find a new line of work where
they can be lazy and it won't

seriously affect the lives of others!!

I am currently in 11th
grade and have known about this
specific cultural practice for many
years.I first learned aboutitin a
non-fiction novel called The
Princess, which was recom-
mended my mother. The book was
about a woman from Iran who
was also trying to escape genital
mutilation.

Kassindja’s case made me
extremely upset and embarrassed
about my country. It also doesn’t .
speak well for the state of our
judicial system!

It is shocking to me that a
judge would assume this woman
was lying just because he lacks
cultural awareness and is not fit
for his job. I think that anyone
who has a say regarding which
immigrants can come to America
from other countries should be
well informed about cultural
practices in other countries.

The Purple Press
wants to hear from YOU!
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Open Story:

Wel-
come to Open
Story. (That’s
redundant.)
This is the
section of the
newspaper
where audi-
ence participa-

Wolfman
Staff Columnist

tion takes on a

new form. It's democratic fiction.

Every edition will contain
a short piece of a continuing story,
as well as four possible endings.
The readership will vote on the
best ending. Why vote? Because
if you don't, I will.

Give me your votes
during SLC lunch in the cafeteria.
(If you you run into me elsewhere,
I'will acceptit.) The continuation
will be in the next issue. Submit
your votes by Friday, October 24.
Since this is democratic, I'll let you
vote on the premise of the story:

A- The witty, romantic
exploits of six Washington D.C.
subway passengers. (Very
NBCish.)

B- A sci-fi space adventure,
taking place . . . somewhere.
C- A drama about the staff of

anewspaper. (Hint, hint.)

D- An off-the-wall, zany,
anything goes story that let’s the
imagination go where it wants to.

"The readership will
vote on the best
ending. Why vote?
Because if you don't
vote, | will."

Odyssey of the

Migraine
Why is it that
memories are
so deceptive?
Why is it that
when I reflect
back on a time

in my life, I

can only

remember the | Shannon Scott
happy times, |Staff Columnist

the good times; not the times
when I was so anxious I almost
licked out an empty valium
container. I am, of course, speak-
ing of last year's Odyssey of the
Mind tournament, an event that
took almost six months of prepa-
ration and 100% of my creative
energy. However, I found myself
sitting in an O.M. meeting Thurs-
day, which I choose to blame on
an early onset of Alzheimers.

Last year's Odyssey of the
Mind competition remains a blur
of nausea, and an intense desire to
faint, which never happens when
you want it to. I saw a side of
Open School at those long O.M.
competitions that I'd never seen
before, not a very pretty side. I've
made a point to never boo anyone
in my life, I consider it, oh I don't
know, bad sportsmanship. I
learned that if there is such a thing
as karma, we brought our loss to
Sibley High school upon our-
selves.

Which is not to say that we
didn’t do an absolutely fabulous
job , because we did. Especially
the script , which I wrote. The fact
that I spent so much of my time
with the same group of people,
without killing or maiming
anyone, still amazes me. Our
group of seven actually became
quite bonded. We went shopping
with each other, slept at each
others houses, and all together
probably consumed more junk
food then a member of Over
Eaters Anonymous has in an
entire life time.

Towards the end, we
became more and more irritated
with one another. I found myself
ditching classes just so I could
sneak in, grab the disk and “fix”
the script. This is something I'm
not particularly proud of, some-
thing my therapist would call a
“control issue.” On competition
day itself, we united again in an
effort to keep myself and the set
from falling apart. I have intense
fear of the stage and the fact that
my parents, my aunts, and my
then boyfriend were sitting in the
audience watching me, escalated
my fears to that of a victim in a
slasher movie.

After our performance
was over, I felt such a gigantic
relief that I walked around the rest
of the day in a daze, making
family and friends wonder if I had
been sniffing paint fumes. At 5:00,
all the teams were called into an
auditorium for the results.

Following a ceremony,
which I slept through, it was
finally time to hand out the
awards. While I secretly prayed
for a second place ribbon, so I
would never have to do this again,

. T heard my school screaming and

booing at our opponents. When
our team was announced as
second place winner, I found it
hard to conceal my joy as I
skipped down the aisle to snatch
up my ribbon. When I returned to
my seat I found many of my team
mates sobbing. I have to admit I
was hoping for a cash prize too.

Now I'm faced with the
decision of putting myself through
this again. Long hours of exhaust-
ing work, late nights, team work,
team writing, constant anxiety,
draining of creative juices, and a
possible cavity. Havel learned
my lesson? Probably not.
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Back to School '96

Jeanie Madrigal: Staff Critic

On September 24, 1996 1
went to the Target Center for the
Back to School concert. It was
pretty cool. Last year's concert
was better. If Nas would have
showed up it would have been a
lot cooler.

I thought Bone Thugs was
the best group there. SWV
showed up, but they were really
bad. They don’t sound good at all
in concert. They weren't on stage
very long. The crowd wasn't all
that happy when they were
singing.

Keith Sweat was also
there. He was alright. He whines
when he sings. The crowd
wasgoing crazy when he was on
stage. It really wasn’t all that
great. Ireally didn’t go to see him.

When Nas didn’t show, a
lot of people there were upset. It
was pretty funny because some
old man was there at the end of
the concert yelling. "I came here
to see Nas." It was an alright
concert, I guess, even if Nas didn’t
show up.

Bone Thugs -n- Harmony
was really good. They sounded
great in concert. When they sang
"Crossroads" everybody was
waving their lighters in the air and
singing. Everyone inside was
cool, but after the concert there
were reports of shootings.

AEROSMITH

The critics wel-
come suggestions
on what needs to
be reviewed.

If you have a sug-
gestion, talk to Leo
in room 311.

Get Your Wings
1974, Columbia CK 57361

Get Your Wings, Aerosmith’s
sophomore release, is unquestion-
ably where the Aerosmith dynasty
of the 70s began. Although
Aerosmith, the group’s 1973
pffering, was a solid effort, they
had yet to showcase their full
talents. On Wings they do that
and then some.

On “Seasons of Wither,” Steven
Tyler brings his guitar with him
and regular guitarist Joe Perry
breaks out the six-string bass to
collaborate for a wonderfully
written ballad. “Train Kept A-
Rollin” ” is a raw rendition of the
Yardbirds classic, complimented
by Perry’s original riffs. And
“‘Same Old Song and Dance” is the
simple kind of song that defines
rock n’ roll.

All in all, despite some low points,
this CD represents music’s great-
bst form, and it will someday earn
its place in rock history.

In A Nutshell

What: Aerosmith Get Your Wings
Category: Classic rock
Should you buy it? If you're a fan

bf classic rock, this is the disc for
you.
Rating: ***1/2 of 5 stars
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TOM PETTY & THE
HEARTBREAKERS
Music from the Motion Picture

“She’s The One”
1996, Warner Bros. 2-90317 9

The Heartbreakers’ first studio
album since 1991’s Into The Great
Wide Open, this soundtrack
serves as a get-together album for
the group. Reminiscent of their
1985 LP, Southern Accents, this
album was put together with
hastily written tracks and a couple
of covers, but still makes the
grade, as the Heartbreakers have
done for so many years.

The burden of “She’s The One” is
carried by the smash single
“Walls,” of which there are two
versions on the album, and
“Angel,” an accoustic gem written
by Petty himself. The only thing
dragging this down is the cover of
Beck’s “A**hole,” which doesn’t
fit with the Heartbreakers’ per-
sona.

In A Nutshell

What: Tom Petty and the Heart-
breakers “She’s The One”

Category: Rock

Should you buy it? This isn't the
Heartbreakers' best work, but

they've done worse. Besides, a
debut on a new label is a must-
have.

Rating: *** of 5 stars
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