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January 24, 2019 

Dear County and District Superintendents, Charter School Administrators, and Middle and 
High School Principals: 

I am pleased to announce the 2019 California Distinguished Schools Program. This is one of 
the many ways that the California Department of Education (CDE) and I celebrate 
outstanding educational programs and practices through our California School Recognition 
Program, which honors exemplary students, teachers, classified employees, and schools for 
advancing excellence in education. 

Sponsored by California Casualty, the 2019 California Distinguished Schools Program 
recognizes California middle and high schools that have made exceptional gains in 
implementing the academic content and performance standards adopted by the State Board 
of Education for all students. 

California School Dashboard: https://www.caschooldashboard.org 

Distinguished Schools Eligibility List: 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/sr/cs/yr19distschools.asp 

The completed California Distinguished Schools application must be submitted 
electronically on or before Monday, February 11, 2019, in order to be eligible for 
consideration. 

Applications and information are available at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/sr/cs. 

Questions may be directed to awards@cde.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Tony Thurmond 

TT:mp 

cc: County Coordinators 
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