Mr Hewston’s AP World History Summer Assignments

Overview:

In this class, we must cover nearly 600 years of history over every continent in only nine
months, so it is imperative that we begin to practice the skills we will need and cover
some of the required content. These summer assignments will give you the opportunity
to sharpen your knowledge of European geography and demonstrate your reading and
writing skills while you build a broader context for this year-long course. Prior to our
first day of class, you will be expected to complete the following two assignments.

Assignment #1: Autobiography

Write a three (3) page, double-spaced autobiography. Firstly, you will identify a single
theme of your life so far and write out your story. Themes you can focus on include, but
are not limited to, change, hardship, having a growth mindset, sports, etc. Secondly, it
should be divided into three stages that all illustrate the theme of your life. These stages
can be simply elementary, middle, and high school, or maybe by different locations you
have lived. Most importantly, they all need to help illustrate the central theme of your
life. Lastly, you must have clear and concise introductory and concluding paragraphs
where you state your theme, outline your paper, and add why it is important for others to
hear your story.

Assignment #2: Read Guns, Germs, and Steel

Read Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies, taking
notes as you go. Your notes should focus on the following:
e What is the argument Diamond is making in this book?
e Does Diamond’s argument disagree with other histories on this topic? If so, how?
e What evidence does Diamond use to support his main argument?



