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ST JOHN’S NEWS

Head’s Message

At Dean Close St John's, our values of love, courage, contribution and flourishing can often be seen most
clearly in the simplest moments of school life.

This week, many of us have been looking forward to Friday. The weather forecast confidently predicted the
arrival of summer sunshine and, with the Summer Fair and half-term just around the corner, there has
certainly been a sense of excitement and anticipation across the school community.

On Tuesday, however, the sun did not shine. Yet I was reminded of the saying, “Life is about learning to
dance in the rain.” Despite the heavy showers outside, there was a real sense of positivity indoors. Why?
Because I had the privilege of spending the first lesson of the day with our Early Years children, observing a
phonics lesson that truly reflected the heart of our school values.

To watch the children learning with such joy, encouraging one another with kindness and courage, and
contributing so enthusiastically to the lesson, was uplifting. Their confidence to try new sounds, celebrate
each other’s successes and embrace challenges demonstrated how even our youngest learners are already
beginning to flourish. It was a wonderful reminder that these early steps in education matter enormously.
They are the foundations not only for academic progress, but for life itself.

I would also like to highlight the exceptional work of our staff, whose dedication embodies the values we hold
so dearly at Dean Close St John’s. The care, time, enthusiasm and expertise they bring each day create an
environment where children feel valued, supported and inspired to learn. Through their encouragement and
commitment, our pupils are developing confidence, curiosity and a genuine love of learning.

The outcomes we are seeing - both through assessment data and daily observations - are incredibly
encouraging. Most importantly, they reflect children who are thriving within a nurturing environment where
they are known, loved and given every opportunity to flourish.

The sun is certainly shining and in many areas. Have a wonderful half-term.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer

22ND MAY 2026

Dear Parents,



Parent Code of Conduct

School Menus 
Trinity Term

Please see the Parent Code of Conduct attached to the newsletter, on behalf of
the Dean Close Foundation.

If you have any questions about the policy, or would prefer to receive a printed
copy, please do not hesitate to contact us at office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk.

All our school lunches and snacks are thoughtfully designed in collaboration
with nutritionists and specialists at the Dean Close Foundation, helping to
ensure children enjoy healthy, balanced meals every day. In line with
regulations, we do not use added sugar, and all food is prepared using fresh
ingredients and locally sourced produce wherever possible.

Please find the lunch menus for the remaining weeks of the Trinity Term on
our website. Snack menus will also be uploaded to the same page before the
start of the second half of term. If you have any questions about the menus,
please email office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk and we will forward them to
our chef or to the Foundation.

Chinese Pupils 
at St John’s

We are excited to announce that, as in previous years, we will be hosting a group of students from China
for June after half-term. As a foundation, we are keen to support and develop cultural experiences for
our children as we prepare them for a globally connected future.
 

The group is coming with two teachers, and will be taking part in lessons and various activities onsite, as
well as their own visits offsite. The group will be staying in the boarding house for the duration of their
time with us.
 

They will spend time in lessons with pupils in Years 6, 7 & 8 primarily. Whilst we know there will be
some minor changes to the school week, it will prove a fabulous opportunity for our pupils to draw
alongside children from another part of the world, and gain some valuable cultural insights into life in a
different country.
 

Revision week, exam week and Year 8 activities will all continue as normal.
 

We will be allocating buddies to the students; the buddy is there to provide a point of contact, and
someone who will look out for our visitors, perhaps showing them around, encouraging them to join in
at breaktimes, or simply being a friendly face. We hope all the children, whether a buddy or not, will
embrace the opportunity to make friends with someone from another country and culture.
 

We are very much looking forward to opening up our school again to visitors from overseas and, over
the coming weeks, we will be giving the children a greater insight as to where the group is coming from.
It should prove to be an enriching time for the whole school community.

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/school-life/health-and-wellbeing/nutrition
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/school-life/health-and-wellbeing/nutrition


Prize Assembly

Congratulations to all pupils receiving a
prize today for their hard work and
achievements in Art, Music, and English,
as well as those earning their Bronze and
Silver badges for their academic
accomplishments. Your dedication,
perseverance, and enthusiasm should
make you all incredibly proud.

It was also fabulous to hear from pupils
sharing their wonderful successes outside
school. We are so proud of everything
they achieve, both in and beyond the
classroom, and they continue to be a real
inspiration to other pupils. A special well
done to Noah, Theia and Peyton for
sharing their fantastic achievements with
us today.

Year 5 & 6 Trip
to Bristol Zoo Project

On Thursday, Year 5 and Year 6 visited Bristol Zoo Project for an exciting
educational trip. Year 6 have been learning about animal adaptations, while
Year 5 will focus on habitats, life cycles, and conservation.

During the visit, pupils completed a workbook with questions on a range of
animals, encouraging careful observation, discussion, and active learning
throughout the day.

The engaging animal talks and presentations allowed everyone to learn more
about the animals’ behaviours, habitats, diets, and the conservation work
taking place to help protect them. We learnt about the bear, lemur, giraffe and
even visiting the new African Forest area to learn more about the gorilla and
crocodile. One particularly funny highlight that everyone enjoyed was
watching one of the large brown bears climb right to the top of a very tall tree
before unexpectedly having a wee from above - a moment that certainly kept
everyone entertained and became one of the most talked-about memories of
the day!

Pupils listened carefully, asked thoughtful questions, and showed excellent
enthusiasm throughout the visit. The day was packed with activities from start
to finish, with some time to enjoy the parks and outdoor spaces in the
sunshine. A big well done to all Year 5 and Year 6 children for representing the
school so positively and for their excellent engagement throughout the day. It
was a fantastic trip that helped bring our science learning to life and created
lots of memorable experiences along the way.



Pre-Prep News
Forest School 

Ancient Languages

Rain or shine, our Pre-Prep children
love spending time outdoors! 

In Forest School this week, the children
enjoyed a bug hunt, searching for as
many minibeasts as they could find
across our outdoor area. 

They discovered woodlice, slugs, snails
and worms hidden around the grounds.
The children also created beautiful leaf
rubbing pictures using crayons and had
great fun puddle jumping in the rain!

Ancient Languages Club has moved East this
term to explore the world of Ancient
Mesopotamia (‘the land between the rivers’)
and their writing system, cuneiform. 

We have looked at how landscape and natural
resources shape culture, as the Mesopotamians
used the reeds from the rivers and the clay from
the banks to make their writing tools and
tablets. We had a go at our own version with
some gingerbread. It’s harder than it looks, but
at least the results were tasty!

360g plain flour
1 tsp. bicarbonate of soda
1 tsp. ginger
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. mixed spice
125g brown sugar
125g butter or butter substitute
110g golden syrup

By popular demand: 
Mrs Derrick’s ‘Gingerbread à la Ancient Club’ recipe

Sift flour, bicarbonate and spices into a bowl and
reserve. Heat all other ingredients in a pan over a
gentle heat and stir until combined. Mix in the dry
ingredients to form a smooth dough and chill in the
fridge until firm. Roll out with a rolling pin and cut to
desired shapes. Oven temperature at 160 degrees
when ready to bake (timing will depend on thickness).
The dough will last several days in the fridge.



Sport News

Foundation Fixtures

A great afternoon of Foundation sport
once again, this time in cricket, and it
was particularly pleasing to see the
togetherness of the First XI team.

Oliver impressed with the bat, scoring
runs and making excellent decisions
throughout the game, including a very
impressive six hit straight back over the
bowler’s head. When it came to
fielding, he showed great consistency
with his accurate bowling, restricting the
number of runs scored against the
Foundation team.

Sam also took a fantastic catch in the
field, contributing to a thrilling and
closely fought match. In the end,
Beaudesert managed to reach the
required total with just three balls
remaining - a truly breathtaking fixture!

In the other Foundation game, Frank’s
team were supported by his impressive
39 runs in their pursuit of an unbeaten
term, resulting in an equally exciting
finish as a draw. Still unbeaten for the
term, so watch this space!

U11B Cricket vs Clifton College

Due to persistent rain on Wednesday, the U11B cricket
team were the only side in action, taking part in an
indoor match against Clifton College.

The match began with our team bowling first, and the
players immediately showed great focus and energy in
the field. They worked hard to keep the score low. There
were plenty of highlights in the field, including
impressive catches, well-judged run outs, and several
wickets bowled. The coach was particularly impressed
with the overall effort and intensity in the field. Special
mention goes to Chloe, Eliza, and Bertie C for their
outstanding bowling performances. Luna also stood out
with excellent fielding. 

After a strong bowling display, the team set a target of
50 runs to chase. The batting innings matched the
energy and focus shown earlier. Sofie and Kingsley
demonstrated calm and composed running between the
wickets, while Fern was excellent in communication
throughout the innings. Alice T also contributed strongly
with some excellent hits. 

Overall, the team finished on 275, reflecting a very
strong all-round performance. Every player contributed
to a successful afternoon, and they represented the
school with excellent teamwork, effort, and
sportsmanship throughout the match.

We are very proud of our pupil Charlotte, who
took part in a rugby tour this weekend in
Aberystwyth with her regional girls’ team, the
‘Knights’.

The girls played brilliantly, winning five out of six
matches, with their only defeat coming by just
one try. They showed excellent teamwork and
resilience throughout, finishing with a fantastic
win against a team who had been unbeaten for
the rest of the tournament.

The squad plays across dual age groups, and
Charlotte is the second youngest in the U10
team, having only joined this season. We are
extremely proud of her commitment, hard work,
and enthusiasm! She is a great example of our
school values in action.

Sport Success Outside School



Pre-Prep Holiday Club Updates

Boarding News

We are excited to share a little update with our families! 

We expanded our holiday club for children aged 3–7 at St John’s a while ago, welcoming children from
any school or nursery, and we feel it’s time to refresh our name too. We are saying goodbye to ‘Pre-Prep
Holiday Club’ and are delighted to introduce ‘Mini Lions Holiday Club, Tutshill’.

Apart from the new name, everything will stay the same: lots of sport, creative activities, outdoor play,
and Forest School fun led by our teachers, making the most of our fantastic school grounds (or in the
hall if the weather isn’t so good!).

We can’t wait to welcome all our Mini Lions next week and throughout the summer holidays for lots of
fun and adventures! Please find more information and dates here.

The boarding house has been busy this month! On the evening of
the Friends of St John’s annual ball, we hosted a special night in for
the children, complete with an escape room-themed activity.
Everyone had a fantastic time and thoroughly enjoyed the challenge.

Last weekend was a very active one, packed with outdoor
adventures. On Saturday, the children visited The Wave for an
exciting bodyboarding session, and on Sunday, they took on the
climbing walls for another fun-filled day.

Our weekend stays are always a highlight. It is wonderful to see the
children not only having a great time and building strong
friendships, but also growing in confidence and independence.

In June, we will be welcoming Chinese pupils to the boarding house,
so unfortunately we will not be able to run our usual weekends in.
However, we are already looking forward to hosting more exciting
weekends later, and in the next academic year!

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/holiday-club


Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Trinity Term 2026 on the school website.  To
help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the announced
calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 are published on the website::
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Date Event

UPCOMING EVENTS

School Calendar & Events

Monday 1st June
(Prep Week 2) 

Second half of term begins

 14:00  U9 Cricket vs Tockington (H)   

Tuesday 2  Junend Y3&4 Humanities tour of Wye Valley 
and the Forest of Dean

Wednesday 3  Junerd

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th & U10 
Cricket vs Cheltenham College 

(venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

 13:00  U11 House Pickleball

 14:00  U13 Cricket vs The Elms (A)  

Thursday 4  Juneth Year 7 & 8 Science Trip to 
Cheltenham Science Festival 

Friday 5  Juneth U11 GCF Schools Cricket Competition 
at Westbury CC  

 18:00  Year 4 Production: The Tempest

https://deanclose-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/richardsonp_deanclosestjohns_org_uk/IQAXQ3krY-MESpFlrF6V6mZVAagv_a9Hab9M9RJaI6HlBsA?rtime=NUhl2O2h3kg
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Saturday 6  Juneth

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, U11 & U10 
Cricket vs BGS

(venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

Monday 8th June (Prep Week 1) Year 6, 7 & 8 Exams

 Pre-Prep ‘Around the World’ WOW Day  

 14:00  U9 Cricket vs Howell’s (A)  

Tuesday 9th June Year 6, 7 & 8 Exams 

Wednesday 10th June  Year 6, 7 & 8 Exams 

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, U11 & U10 
Cricket vs Bromsgrove

 (venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

 13:00    U13 Cricket vs Wycliffe (H)  

14:00 U11 A, B & C Cricket vs The Downs, Wraxall (A) 

14:00 KS1 Castleford Care Home Visit

Thursday 11th June   Year 6, 7 & 8 Exams 

Friday 12th June  EYFS Aquarium Trip 

Have a great half-
term break - 

see you all in June!

https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/
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