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Head’s Message

Love is one of the most important values at Dean Close St John’s. It sits at the heart of everything our school
community does and reflects the Christian belief in caring for others. Love means showing kindness, respect,
and compassion to everyone, regardless of their background, abilities, or differences.

There have been many definitions of love over the years, but one of my favourites is that love is ‘an
unexpected gift at an unexpected time.’ School life is always busy and exciting, and I am fortunate to witness
countless examples of love in action each week. This week has been no exception.

Pupils are encouraged to support one another, include others in activities, and treat everyone with dignity.
Whether helping a friend who is struggling, welcoming a new pupil, or showing gratitude to teachers and
staff, these acts of love help create a positive, caring environment where everyone can flourish.

With this in mind, it was a lovely surprise when one of our pupils presented me with a bracelet she had made.
We have enjoyed many light-hearted discussions about which is the best rugby team. There remains a
significant difference of opinion: I am convinced that I am right, while she is equally convinced that she is!
Out of the blue, she handed me the bracelet she had carefully made, and to my delight it said “Wales” on it.
 

Despite her allegiances being with another country, she had taken the time to create something thoughtful
and personal. It was a wonderful gesture. Yet, as grateful as I was, I also found myself wondering why I was so
surprised. After all, moments like this happen at St John’s every day. Small acts of kindness, generosity, and
thoughtfulness are woven into the fabric of our community.

As a school value, love helps us grow into responsible, compassionate, and confident individuals. It
strengthens our sense of belonging within the school and reminds us that even the smallest acts of kindness
can have a powerful impact. Through love, Dean Close St John’s nurtures a community where everyone feels
valued, supported, and encouraged to flourish.

As you go through the coming weeks, I encourage both you and myself to follow the example of this pupil,
and look for opportunities to offer unexpected gifts at unexpected times - whether through a kind word, a
thoughtful action, or a simple gesture of encouragement. We may never fully know the difference such acts
make, but we can be certain that they help make our community an even more caring and joyful place.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer
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Year 7 and 8 Visit
Cheltenham Science Festival

On Thursday, our Year 7 and 8 pupils enjoyed an exciting and inspiring visit
to the Cheltenham Science Festival.

Their adventure began in the Arcade Tent, where they explored the science
behind gaming. Pupils tested out drones, took part in hands-on gaming
challenges, and cracked cipher codes at the GCHQ stand.

From there, they headed to the Parabola Arts Centre for a fascinating show
called Sea Creature Superpowers. They discovered amazing facts about the
wonders of our oceans, learning about everything from microscopic plankton
to the mighty blue whale.

After lunch, we visited the Discovery Zone, where pupils took on a series of
interactive STEM challenges. At the National Grid stand, they worked
together to generate energy, while at The Spirax Group exhibit, they entered
an air tunnel to collect blue water particles and learn more about engineering
and sustainability.

The afternoon continued with a thought-provoking workshop in the Town
Hall called TikTok Science. Pupils explored a range of viral science videos,
identifying which experiments were genuine and which were misleading.
They even watched the scientist recreate some of the demonstrations.
Highlights included popping a balloon using orange peel and pushing a
sparkler through an egg! It was fascinating to compare real science with the
claims often seen online.

The day finished in the Aerospace Flight Deck, where pupils designed and
tested paper aeroplanes in a wind tunnel before trying their hand at landing
an aircraft using flight simulation seats.

It was a fun and engaging day, with pupils taking every opportunity to
explore, question, and discover.

Whole School, Class and
Sports Photographs

The photo proof cards from our Whole School, Class and Sports photographs
have now arrived and were sent home with children on Thursday 4th June.

DSP Photography has advised that the deadline for free delivery to school is
Monday 8th June. After this date, orders will be delivered to your home
address and delivery charges will apply.

All ordering details can be found on the proof cards, so please check your
child's bag. If you have any questions or experience any issues, please let us
know (office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk or 01291 622045).



Chinese Pupils at St John’s

This week, we were delighted to
welcome a group of students and their
teachers from China, who will be
spending June with us following half-
term. 

During their stay, they join lessons and
activities alongside our pupils,
particularly in Years 6, 7 and 8, while
also enjoying a range of visits and
experiences. The group is staying in
our boarding house, becoming part of
our school community for the month. 

This exchange provides a wonderful
opportunity for pupils to make new
friendships and learn about life in
another country. We look forward to
sharing this enriching cultural
experience together!

As part of Child Safety Week, our Kindergarten and Reception pupils took part in a fun and engaging Mini
First Aid workshop on Wednesday, delivered by Mini First Aid Cardiff & Newport.

The children learnt valuable life skills, including how to put on a plaster, apply a cold compress, and even
how to call an ambulance in an emergency. They thoroughly enjoyed the session and gained confidence in
knowing how to help if someone is hurt.

Early Years
Mini First Aid Workshop



Year 5 and 6 Pickleball

On Wednesday afternoon, our Year 5 and 6
pupils had the exciting opportunity to experience
a new sport – pickleball!

The children began by learning the rules of the
game, including how to serve, how the scoring
system works, and the key skills needed to play
successfully. They then put their new knowledge
into practice by taking part in a series of games,
enjoying some fantastic rallies and demonstrating
great enthusiasm throughout.

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed both learning about the sport and playing it. In fact, they enjoyed it so
much that many have already requested pickleball sessions at breaktime! It was wonderful to see the
children embrace a new sporting challenge and fully immerse themselves in the experience.

While some pupils were playing pickleball, others took part in cricket activities, where they learnt how to
umpire matches, use official umpire signals, and score games correctly. These valuable skills helped them
develop a greater understanding of the sport from a different perspective.

Despite the wet and gloomy weather, the afternoon was a tremendous success, with all pupils showing
excellent engagement, teamwork, and enjoyment. It was fantastic to see everyone making the most of the
opportunity to learn new skills and try something different.

 U9 Cricket 

The matches on Monday were excellent. It was fantastic to see so
many children representing the school against Tockington across
four different fixtures. The level of enthusiasm on display was
matched by a willingness to embrace every challenge. Every child
contributed successfully, demonstrating strong bowling
performances and confident batting, with plenty of runs scored
throughout the afternoon. We are already looking forward to future
opportunities to play as teams and continue finding success across
many areas of the game.

 Foundation Fixtures
 

The Foundation Sport fixtures on Wednesday provided further evidence of the positive impact these
opportunities are having on the children’s development, particularly in experiencing both winning and
losing and understanding the fine margins that often separate the two. Frank continued his impressive
recent form, both in and out of school, bowling exceptionally well and claiming four wickets while
captaining Glamorgan U11s. He also played an important role in helping his DC team continue their push
towards what could be an unbeaten season. Oliver, meanwhile, showed great confidence with the bat and
played a key role in his team's performance. Despite a strong effort, his side fell just short, losing by only
eight runs. It was a tremendous team performance, with many positives to take forward and build upon in
future matches.

Sport News



Friends of St John’s News

This morning, Georgia from Friends of St John’s joined Assembly to
share the results of the Sahara Challenge.

Over the Easter holiday, a St John’s parent took on the incredible
challenge of trekking 100 kilometres across the Sahara Desert. To
support her, pupils, families and staff were invited to see how far
they could walk, with a collective target of 2,600 kilometres.

The response was outstanding. Together, the St John’s community
completed an amazing 3,990 kilometres and raised £1,185 for
Friends of St John’s. Georgia also celebrated the many creative
challenges and fundraising efforts that took place throughout the
event.

Congratulations to the prize winners:
Pre-Prep:

Most imaginative challenge: Charlie 
Most money raised: Stanley & Matilda
Most kilometres completed: Madison

Prep: 
Most imaginative challenge: Eli
Most money raised: Lyra
Most kilometres completed: Charlotte 

Thank you to everyone who took part and contributed to the
success of this fantastic community challenge.

The Final Boarding Weekend 
This Academic Year!



Dean Close Foundation
Events

Work Day RSVP here

Summer OD Panel RSVP here

Christmas Wine tasting evening RSVP here

 

Mini Lions Summer Holiday Club

Summer holidays are fast approaching! Please click here to view the dates and booking information for
our Mini Lions Summer Holiday Club, run by Mr Cracknell and his DCSJ team.

https://community.deanclose.org.uk/ocd.aspx?code=%7b%7CprintCode%7d&eid=E24&action=showEvent
https://community.deanclose.org.uk/ocd.aspx?code=%7b%7CprintCode%7d&eid=E25&action=showEvent
https://community.deanclose.org.uk/ocd.aspx?code=%7b%7CprintCode%7d&action=showReunion&reunionname=E41
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/holiday-club


Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Trinity Term 2026 on the school website.  To
help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the announced
calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 are published on the website::
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Date Event

UPCOMING EVENTS

School Calendar & Events

Saturday 6  Juneth

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, U11 & U10 
Cricket vs BGS

(venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

Monday 8th June (Prep Week 1) Year 6, 7 & 8 Exams

 Pre-Prep ‘Around the World’ WOW Day  

 14:00  U9 Cricket vs Howell’s (A)  

Tuesday 9th June Year 6, 7 & 8 Exams 

Wednesday 10th June  Year 6, 7 & 8 Exams 

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, U11 & U10 
Cricket vs Bromsgrove

 (venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

 13:00    U13 Cricket vs Wycliffe (H)  

14:00 U11 A, B & C Cricket vs The Downs, Wraxall (A) 

14:00 KS1 Castleford Care Home Visit

https://deanclose-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/richardsonp_deanclosestjohns_org_uk/IQAXQ3krY-MESpFlrF6V6mZVAagv_a9Hab9M9RJaI6HlBsA?rtime=NUhl2O2h3kg
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Thursday 11th June   Year 6, 7 & 8 Exams 

Friday 12th June  EYFS Aquarium Trip 

Monday 15th June
(Prep Week 2) 

14:00  U9 Cricket vs The Downs, Wraxall (A)  

Tuesday 16th June 17:00 Prep School Creative Arts Exhibition 

 Y3&4 Humanities tour of Wye Valley and the
Forest   of Dean – moved from 2/6/26  

Wednesday 17th  June 08:45 Year 1 & 2 Science Fair 

14:00 St John’s Super 6s Cricket

Friday 19th  June 14:00 Pre-Prep Sports Day

 16:30  Sports Day  

 17:50  EXEAT 

Have a good weekend!

https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/
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