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Head’s Message

It goes without saying that it has been an extremely serious week. While we have had a great week as a
school, I am conscious there have been a number of things in the UK and further afield as a result of the heat
that have been distressing.

On Monday, as we started to work through the possibilities and potential dangers this week may bring, we all
had many questions. Ultimately, it came down to only one: could we keep our pupils safe? As we finish the
week and the weather begins to break, I am grateful that our children have not only stayed safe, they have
had a good week. Of course, this would not have been possible without a number of things: the government
guidance, which was helpful. The adaptability from our staff, and their willingness to go far beyond what
many would expect: making plans, finding solutions, offering ideas all while literally gasping for air at times,
they have been nothing short of exceptional. Parents support in working with us has been so welcome:
finding water bottles and hats, applying sun cream, and I was extremely touched by one family offering air
conditioning units to help us further. Finally, because we always leave the best to last: the pupils themselves.
What has impressed me most is the pupil’s approach to this week. Not only have they been mature and
sensible, they have been thoughtful of one another, supportive of everything they have been asked to do, and
they have done it with smiles on their faces.

I was in a privileged position to accompany Pre-Prep for their musical celebration – how superb they were! I
also learnt a lot about the String family under the expert guidance of Mrs Higgins. I enjoyed a lunch break
with Years 7+8 as we played ‘Wavelength’ in the shade. To see a Year 6 pupil at late stay playing, encouraging
and listening to one of our Kindergarten children was heartwarming, particularly after a long day where the
temperatures hit 32°C outside, and was far higher in some rooms inside - we stayed well away from those
areas!

We believe we are a special place. I have never wavered from that belief in over two and half years since I first
set foot in St John’s. This week has been a quite brilliant example of Love, Contribution and Courage in
action, from making decisions and supporting each other, to simply being kind when the heat has tested
every one of us. Flourishing? Absolutely.

Have written all this, and as wonderful as it has all been, I am looking forward to putting my tie back on as
soon as possible!

Thank you and have a great weekend.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer

26TH JUNE 2026

Gosh, it must be serious! Even Mr Rainer isn’t wearing a tie…..’
(Year 4 pupil walking down the corridor)



This week was certainly unusual in terms of the weather, and we did everything we could to make it as
comfortable and enjoyable as possible for the children during the heatwave. We remained open
throughout, while also fully supporting families who felt it was better to keep their children at home.

Most of the lessons continued as normal, though often in adapted ways – in the shade outdoors during
the cooler morning hours, in the Embassy room which stayed cool throughout the day, or in Singleton
Hall, making the most of the air conditioning. Extra breaks and water play were a real highlight and
proved very popular with the children!

Thank you for all the positive feedback from parents, and a huge thank you to staff for their flexibility,
energy, and positive approach throughout the week. Also, a special thank you to the Catering team -
you had some extra heat to deal with this week, and still serving our usual Friday fish and chips...!

School in the Heatwave



On Wednesday, our Pre-Prep held its annual Music Celebration event. It was fantastic to see so many
talented and confident children performing on stage. Well done to all of you! 

Thank you to all parents for coming and supporting the children, and a special thank you to Mr Seth, Mrs
Currey, Mr Rainer, Mrs Higgins for all their help in making the event such a success.

Pre-Prep Music Celebration

Pre-Prep Staff News - 
Mrs Davies

You may have noticed that Mrs Davies has not been in school this week.
Unfortunately, she was unwell last weekend and, following medical
advice, will not be able to return to school for the rest of term as she
recovers. 

She is making good progress in her recovery and is looking forward to
being fully fit and able to return at the start of the new year in
September.



Saying Goodbye to our
Chinese Friends

After spending four weeks with us, our Chinese visitors will
be leaving on Sunday. It has been a pleasure to welcome
them to St John's and to share our culture, learning, food,
and school life with them.

During today's Assembly, they gave us a lovely presentation
and presented us with a beautiful handmade flag to thank
everyone for making them feel so welcome and for all the
kindness they experienced during their stay. We wish them a
safe journey home and all the very best for the future — we
hope to see you again one day!

We are pleased to be hosting Global Uniform Pop-
Up Shop at St John’s on Tuesday 7th July, from
2.30pm to 5.30pm.

This is a great opportunity for parents and pupils to come along
and try on uniform items before placing orders for the next
academic year. Staff will be available to offer guidance on sizing
and answer any questions. 

Please note that from September, following a longer transition
period, we will fully move to the new uniform. This means the
new striped pinafores will need to be worn instead of the old style.
If you are using second-hand uniform, please do not reuse the old
checked pinafores. Thank you for your understanding. 

Global Uniform Pop-Up Shop
at St John’s on Tuesday 7  July th



Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Trinity Term 2026 on the school website.  To
help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the announced
calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 are published on the website::
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Date Event

UPCOMING EVENTS

School Calendar & Events

Saturday 27th June
 Meet

10.15am
U13 Cricket at Dean Close 

Sunday 28th June 08:45 Year 7 & 8 Surf Trip Departs 

Monday 29th June
(Prep Week 2)

16:30 Year 6 PGL Dorset Trip Returns

Tuesday 30th June 4:30pm -
Wednesday 1st July 9:00am 

Year 4 Camp @ The Boarding House

Wednesday 1st  July 16:30 Year 7 & 8 Surf Trip Returns 

 ABRSM Rehearsals 

Thursday 2nd  July  ABRSM Rehearsals  

Friday 3rd  July ABRSM Exams 

Saturday 4th July
(Boarding Weekend In)

Junior (Y3-5) Big Boarding Weekend - Beach Trip

Sunday 5th July
(Boarding Weekend In)

Junior (Y3-5) Big Boarding Weekend - Fun Day

https://deanclose-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/richardsonp_deanclosestjohns_org_uk/IQAXQ3krY-MESpFlrF6V6mZVAagv_a9Hab9M9RJaI6HlBsA?rtime=NUhl2O2h3kg
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Have a good
weekend!

Monday 6th July
(Prep Week 1)

Year 3,4,5 Form Trip

Tuesday 7th July Year 6,7,8 Form Trip

14:00
Junior Choir & Little Voices Performances at

Castleford Lodge Care Home and Café-on-the Hill 

15:00 – 17:30 Pop Up Uniform Shop

Wednesday 8th July Pre-Prep Form Trip

Thursday 9th July 17:00 Summer Concert & Picnic

Friday 10th July 14:00 Whole School Speech Day 

 15:30   End of Term

https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/
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