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 Dear Parent/Carer 

 

World War One Battlefields Visit – Spring term, 2027 

 

The History Department is offering all students in our current Year 8 classes the opportunity to go on a 

residential visit to see, first-hand, some of the major sites of World War One battlefields at Ypres and on the 

Somme.  The trip will run in the Spring term of their Year 9 (March 2027).   

 

The purpose of the visit is to provide a valuable and memorable experience, connected to their studies of 

World War One.   

 

The visit is planned for Sunday 14th March 2027, leaving early in the morning (usually approx. 5am), and 

returning on Wednesday 17th March 2027 in the evening.  The visit will be organised through Select School 

Travel Ltd, with travel by coach and ferry.  Accommodation will be in Belgium at the Peace Village.  The visit 

will be led by the History department, accompanied by other staff members from across the school. 

 

The preliminary itinerary includes visits to the Canadian site of Vimy Ridge memorial, Newfoundland Park 

which was the scene of fighting on the first day of the Battle of the Somme, Sanctuary Wood museum and 

trenches which gives students an opportunity to go into some authentic trenches, and Talbot House which is 

where soldiers spent time away from the front line. 

 

The total cost of the visit has yet to be finalised as the cost per head cannot be calculated until exact numbers 

are known.  However, it is likely to be in the region of £430 per person with payments due in line with the 

below payment schedule.   

 

Payment schedule 

£105.00 05/09/2026 

£110.00 05/10/2026 

£110.00 05/11/2026 

£110.00 05/12/2026 

£435.00 Total 

 

We ask that an initial deposit of £105 is paid by 5th September 2026. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

All students eligible for free school meals or Pupil Premium have an allowance of £120 per year to use 

against the cost of uniform or trips. The deposit for this trip must be paid in full but the allowance can be 

deducted from future instalments. When we confirm your child’s place we will tell you how to apply for 

your Pupil Premium allowance. 

 

Please note that all monies must be paid in line with the agreed payment schedule and if you decide to 

withdraw your child from the trip a refund of money paid to that date cannot be guaranteed.  

 

All payments are non-refundable unless the trip is cancelled and the school is reimbursed or an individual 

cancelled place is taken up by another student.  

 

Places on the trip are limited and therefore, if the trip is over-subscribed, names will drawn at random 

and deposits will be returned to unsuccessful applicants.  

 

This cost includes everything except Sunday lunch, Wednesday evening meal and any spending money 

you may wish your child to have.  The visit is fully insured and is ABTA bonded. 

 

To provide insurance cover we use the full Risk Protection Arrangement (RPA) for Academy Trusts, which 

is backed by the Department for Education. 

 

Full details of cover provided for residential and overseas visits can be found in Section 11 in this document: 

Risk protection arrangement (RPA) for academy trusts - membership rules 

 

Please read and understand the policy. Once you have read this document, you may wish to take out 

your own additional insurance cover. 

 

Individual passports are required so all students will need to make sure that they have a valid passport in 

readiness to travel in March next year. Copies of passports will be collected prior to the trip to ensure 

there are no last minute complications before we travel.  Passports should have at least 3 months left on 

them from our return date.  It is also essential that each child has a valid Global Health Insurance Card, 

copies of which will also be collected before travelling.   

 

If your child’s passport is not issued by the UK or an EU country, you may need a visa to enter France and 

Belgium It is your responsibility to check your visa requirements with the relevant embassies. It is your 

responsibility to source any required visas and if your child is refused passage, you will be responsible for 

any additional costs incurred. 

 

If you would like your child to take advantage of this exciting opportunity, please pay the deposit of £105 

by 5th September 2026 via ParentPay. 

 

Should you require any further information regarding any aspect of this visit as outlined above, please do 

not hesitate to contact me at the College. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J Meredith 

History Department  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66eadebf7e1cc5c579ad5c11/RPA_membership_rules_for_academy_trusts.pdf

