Guidance for Parents - GCSE Post-Results Services

If your child is unhappy with a GCSE grade, there are options available. Below is a summary of the
process for an AQA review of marking (remark), including costs and key deadlines. The process for
other awarding bodies is broadly the same, though there may be slight variations in the fees
charged.

1. Initial School Review

The first step is for the class teacher to review the student’s exam script against the grade
boundary to judge whether aremark is a realistic option.

This process takes a significant amount of time, and as a school we will only consider
looking at an exam script if a student’s result is within 3 marks of the next grade boundary.
Grade boundaries are published online for each subject and series. These can be found by
typing “AQA GCSE Grade Boundaries [Year]” into a search engine.

2. Review of Marking (Remark)

If the teacher review suggests a remark could be worthwhile, the following applies:

Student permission is required. The student must complete and sign a consent form before
we can submit arequest.

Payment must be made upfront. The costis £43.50 per paper (for English Language, Paper
1 and Paper 2 are separate — both would cost £87).

If the grade changes, AQA refunds the fee. This is return to you.

Important: There is no grade protection for a review of marking. This means that
students’ marks and subject grades may be lowered, confirmed, or raised as a result.

3. Timescales & Deadlines

The deadline for the school to request a remark for GCSEs is 25 September 2025.
Reviews will begin in early September, once subject teachers are available to check scripts.

Key Considerations for Parents/Students

Remarks are most appropriate for students very close to a grade boundary.

The student must give written permission before the school can request a remark.
Parents are responsible for paying the fee upfront; a refund is only issued if the grade
changes.

Colleges may accept either English Literature or English Language as part of their entry
requirements—please check this directly with the college.

There is no grade protection for a review of marking. This means that students’ marks
and subject grades may be lowered, confirmed, or raised as a result.



