2026 Nevada Science Assessment

Science Achievement Level Cut Scores

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
5 100-399 400-449 450-511 512-750
8 100-399 400-449 450-514 515-750
HS 100-399 400-449 450-513 514-750

Science Achievement Level Descriptors

Level 1 - Minimal
Understanding

Level 2 - Partial
Understanding

Level 3 - Proficient

Level 4 - Advanced

The student does not
meet the expectations
as defined by the
grade-level and course
content standards.
Student needs
substantial support to
meet college content-
readiness standard.

The student partially
meets the expectations
as defined by the
grade-level and course
content standards. The
student needs
academic support to be
prepared for the next
grade level* and to be
on track for college and
career readiness.

The student meets the
expectations as defined
by the grade-level and
course content
standards. The student
is prepared for the next
grade level* and is on
track for college and
career readiness.

The student exceeds
the expectations as
defined by the grade-
level and course
content standards. The
student is well
prepared for the next
grade level* and is well
prepared for college
and career readiness.

* For High School Science, no reference to “to next grade level” is made.

About the Nevada Science Assessments

The Nevada Science assessments seek to measure how well students use the science practices,
crosscutting concepts, and their learning to explain something new to them.

Who takes the Science Assessments?
Nevada students in grades 5, 8, and High School participate in a statewide Science Assessment
during the spring each year. Students in high school will participate in the Nevada Science

Assessment once while they are in grade 9 or grade 10.

What content areas are assessed?
Test items are aligned to the Nevada Academic Content Standards for Science (NVACSS), based
on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). For grades 5 and 8, science assessment
items will represent a blending of Life, Physical, Earth Sciences, and integrated relevant science
practices and concepts. For the High School Science Assessment items will focus on Life
Sciences and integrated relevant science practices and concepts.




