
Dear Nighthawk Families,  
 
Welcome to the 2026-27 school year! As summer break comes to an end, it is with immense 
excitement and anticipation that I extend a heartfelt welcome back to all our students, families, 
and staff for the 2026-27 school year! I hope you've all enjoyed a restful and rejuvenating summer 
filled with joyful moments and cherished memories. I am honored and feel privileged to be your 
principal again this school year. For all students returning to Natomas High School, welcome back! 
For those new to Natomas High School, I welcome you into the Nighthawk family and assure you 
that we will do our best to help take you to the next level in your education. We are eager to engage 
ALL our students in learning and achievement to help them SOAR… It’s the Nighthawk Way! 
 
This will be my fifth year as principal at Natomas High, following four years at Natomas Middle. I 
love the community we serve! As we move towards a new school year, I find myself thinking about 
the accomplishments we had during the 2025-26 school year.  
 
On the state testing at the end of last school year, our students’ achievement increased with a 7% 
gain in proficiency in math and a 12% gain in proficiency in science!  
 
We also are very proud of helping our graduating seniors last year continue to pursue the goals of 
graduating from college. Out of our 222 seniors last year, 137 (61%) received acceptance to a four 
year university or college. Those students were then awarded $1,725,788 in financial aid for next 
year in college! That is $6.903,152 over 4 years.  Many of our seniors are going to college for free.   
 
We had several students earn their state cosmetology license. This means they can now go to work 
right away in any hair salon that they want to. They don’t need to do further schooling. 
 
We had our first group of students earn the State Seal of Civic Engagement.  
 
These are all amazing accomplishments. That shows the determination our students have and how 
they persist through the challenges that come up.  
 
Another milestone we had last year was the opening of our on campus Wellness Center. Here 
students get support for social emotional issues they may be having or just to unwind and let go of 
the day to day stressors we all deal with. We have partnered with community organizations who 
are there to support our students throughout the day. We also run social emotional learning 
classes for our students out of the Wellness Center, 
 
To roll out the Burgundy carpets for all of our Nighthawks and prepare for the school year, Priority 
Fall Check-In events will be held at the times listed below, with focus times scheduled by student's 
last name: 
 
Wednesday, August 5th  
4 pm - 7 pm 



Last names beginning with A-L 
 
Thursday, August 6th 
4 pm - 7 pm 
Last names beginning with M-Z 
 
Students and families will receive their course lists, check out textbooks, submit documents, and 
gather information to connect through Natomas High School events and activities.  All documents 
and directions will be available on our website and can be completed by parents/guardians at 
home for students to bring to Check-In. 
 
We are very excited to have our students attend the following programs focused on building 
connections and belonging on campus for our Nighthawks as they prepare to SOAR into the new 
school year:  
 
Freshman Orientation for 9th Grade Students 8:30 am - 12:30 pm August 7th. 
 
On August 13th, we will be launching the school year in person. The school day begins at 8:30 am 
and ends at 3:29 pm.  To help facilitate collaboration between school staff, school starts late every 
Wednesday at 9:30 am. 
 
At Natomas High, we are a Comprehensive AP Capstone School with an array of Advanced 
Placement Courses and CTE Pathways in Engineering, Health, Digital Media, Automotive, Music 
Production, Cosmetology, and Building & Construction Trades. We also have dual enrollment 
classes where NHS students receive high school and college credit for taking a class at ARC. We use 
these course options along with a focus on students advancing through our world language classes 
to achieve the California Seal of Biliteracy, and inclusive practices, along with our traditional 
programs in athletics, art, music, and student activities, to support our Nighthawks to become 
prepared to make decisions about their college and career success.  We are excited to continue our 
many traditions, support student achievement, maintain a school culture of acceptance of 
backgrounds and abilities, and together celebrate our diversity.   
 
Parent/guardian involvement is welcomed, whether through the meetings of our various parent 
organizations or by simply sharing an active interest in the education of your student at home, and 
we hope you find it thrilling to be a part of the Natomas High School community.   
 
Other Dates to Know 
August 3, 2026 - Our office opens for the new school year on August 4, 2025, at 8:00am. If you 
need support prior to August 3, 2026, please feel free to contact NUSD Constituent and Customer 
Service or refer to the NHS Digital Backpack (located on the NUSD website) for resources and 
information.   
August 4, 2026 - As the principal of Natomas High School, I want to take an opportunity to meet 
with the families of Natomas High School before the start of the school year. On August 5, 2025, I 



will host a family meet and greet to share a little about Natomas High School and the vision for the 
school. The event will begin at 6 pm in the NHS Theater; no RSVP is required.  
 
September 2, 2026 - Back to School Night will be held on September 2, 2026 from 5:30-7:00pm.  
 
 
 
 
Parent Square: 
All Natomas Unified schools use Parent Square as the single communication platform to 
communicate with families. Parent Square helps to streamline communication as all messages will 
appear in a single place within the Parent Square platform, regardless of the school or teacher. To 
learn more about ParentSquare, check out this video. 
 
Attendance: 
Attendance at school plays an important role in a student's academic journey and can benefit them 
in many ways, both inside and outside the classroom. The most important reason why attendance 
is important is that it provides students with regular opportunities to actively engage in the 
learning process.  By being present, students maximize their learning potential.  Attending school 
regularly also establishes a positive habit that lays the foundation for a successful future.  It helps 
build a mindset of dedication, perseverance, and responsibility.  Please talk to your student 
regularly about the importance of maintaining good attendance at school. 
 
If you have any questions about our school, programs, or expectations, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us, visit our website or call 916-641-4960.  Our office is open for summer hours each 
weekday from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm, closed the week of June 30 - July 4.  Beginning Monday, August 
3, our office will be open from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm daily and can be contacted by calling 
916-641-4960.  Again, welcome to the 2025-2026 school year!   
 
It’s a great day to be a Nighthawk! CAW! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marcel Baker  
Principal 
SOAR… It’s the Nighthawk Way!  
 


