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University School of Milwaukee senior Gabi Ortiz Fleet, left, passes the ball during the WIAA state girls lacrosse championship game Saturday at Bank of Sun Prairie Stadium at Ashley
Field. Right, Carson Markgraf advances the ball up the field for the Wildcats. USM took second in the state for the second time in three years with an 12-11 loss to Hudson.

Wildcats net silver in tight battle

Doyle scores seven goals in state championship game

By Aaron Carlson
acarlson@conleynet.com
262-305-8524

SUN PRAIRIE — It was a
frantic finish Saturday in
the WIAA girls lacrosse
state championship game.

University  School of
Milwaukee trailed Hudson,
the defending state
champions, by an 11-7
margin after three quarters,
but the Wildcats went back
to basics going into the
final period. That allowed
the club to rally to tie the
game before the Raiders
emerged with a 12-11 victory
Saturday at Bank of Sun
Prairie Stadium.

“I believe in them so
much, and when we were
down ... the message was,
we believe in you,” USM
head coach Kate Viviano
said. “Flip a switch in your
attitude right now and
believe in yourselves. And
that’s why we were able to
come back.”

USM began its comeback
bid early in the final
quarter. Lucy Konkol scored
a goal from the free shot

position just over a minute
into the session to get things
started.

Darcy Doyle took over
from there, netting three
unanswered goals as the
Wildcats tied the score with
five minutes left to play.

“It just was like one after
the next,” Viviano said
about the senior going on a
scoring binge. “If she has
the ball and she’s shooting,
I know it’s going in.”

Doyle, who finished with
seven goals in the contest,
tallied three times in the
final frame as the Wildcats
used a simple formula for
success.

“The message was win
the draw, possession is key,”
Viviano said about what
the club did to even the
score, “take an open shot,
don’t force anything.”

The score remained tied
entering the final minute
of play, when Hudson’s
Josie Jones collected a pass
from Harper Bradley and
scored what proved to be the
winning goal.

USM kept battling,
putting a shot on goal with
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30 seconds left. The Wildcats
then made a steal and put
another try on target
with 10 seconds remaining,
but Hudson goalie Amelia

Seidling stopped both
attempts to preserve the
victory.

“We still had two looks at
the end,” Viviano said, “and
it just didn’t fall in our favor
this year.”

With time running down
and the Wildcats battling
both the clock and the
Raiders in hopes of netting
the equalizer, Viviano
explained that composure
was essential despite the
pressure in that situation.

“At practice we end with
running and then into
overtime, so they feel
prepared to be tired at an
end of a game and still put
the ball in the back of the
net,” the coach said about
the training the team did in
the event it faced that
situation. “It’s just
composure and focusing on
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us.
“l think we struggled

University School of Milwaukee senior Anna Solberg attempts to maneuver around the
See USM, PAGE 2B Hudson defense Saturday during the state championship game.
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USM: Doyle nets seven goals for Wildcats in WIAA state championship game
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with that with the last 40 seconds,
we got a little too excited getting
the ball,” she added, “and it’s
something that we’ll focus on for
next year for sure.”

USM Kkept the spotlight on itself
ahead of the championship game,
rather than the opponent.

“In May, I think we focused too
much on them,” Viviano reflected
upon a 17-7 loss the Wildcats
suffered May 16 at Hudson. “We
really put an emphasis on focusing
on USM and what we do best. In
the first half, I think we forgot
about that a little bit.”

Hudson took an early lead
Saturday, netting a pair of goals
over the first three minutes to take
the lead.

However, USM stormed back to
take the lead over the next three
minutes.

Gabi Ortiz Fleer struck first. She
made a sharp cut and took a feed
from Sofie Bucher, then finished
to put the Wildcats on the score-
board.

“Gabi’s a great player. She
knows her role and she actually,
when Darcy and Sofie are getting
face guarded, she’s the next one
up to feed,” Viviano said. “She
might think of herself as a role
player, but she’s a crucial part of
our offense, because without her,
when they’re taken out of the
game, we wouldn’t have been able
to produce anything.”

Doyle struck next. She tied the
game with an unassisted effort
just seven seconds later.

Less than two minutes after that,
Bucher gave the Wildcats the
lead.

“Sofie is the quarterback of her
offense. She’s usually our biggest
feeder, and I think today, to play
her game, she had to find it a
different way just because they
were doing a great job marking

up on our cutters,” Viviano said
about the team’s assist leader.
“She’s a good player feeding and
shooting, so her shot to go up by
one was great.”

Hudson rallied for three goals
before the end of the opening
period to take a 5-3 lead. Doyle
scored early in the second to
interrupt that surge, but the
Raiders scored three more
times after that to extend their
advantage to 8-3.

Anna Solberg scored shortly
before the intermission to
break that momentum, put the
ball in the net with a free position
shot.

“Lucy (Konkol), Carson
(Markgraf), and Anna up top,
they are great,” Viviano said. “I
think they look really up to Sofie
and Darcy and are excited to
follow in their footsteps for next

year.”
This marked USM’s second
appearance in the state

championship game in the past
three years. Viviano is proud of
what seniors Eliana Igwike,
Kaitlyn Paullin, Bucher, Doyle,
Ortiz Fleet and goalie Alice
Gardner contributed to the
program.

“They’re special. I was almost in
tears in the locker room thinking
of that, they’re not going to be
here next year,” the coach said.
“It sucks, because I was with
them their sophomore year and
now (this is) their senior year,
and to leave without a state
championship is really unfortu-
nate because I think they’re the
class that deserves it the most
right now with their hard work
and their love for the game.”

USM completed the season
with an overall record of 17-4,
including an undefeated mark of
8-0 on the way to winning a
North Shore Conference
championship.
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University School of Milwaukee senior Darcy Doyle puts a shot on goal Saturday during the WIAA state
championship game in Sun Prairie. She netted seven goals for the Wildcats in a 12-11 loss to Hudson.
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