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HUDSON 12, UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MILWAUKEE 11

Wildcats net silver in tight battle
Doyle scores seven goals in state championship game

By Aaron Carlson
acarlson@conleynet.com

262-305-8524

SUN PRAIRIE — It was a
frantic finish Saturday in
the WIAA girls lacrosse
state championship game.

University School of
Milwaukee trailed Hudson,
the defending state 
champions, by an 11-7 
margin after three quarters,
but the Wildcats went back
to basics going into the 
final period. That allowed
the club to rally to tie the
game before the Raiders
emerged with a 12-11 victory
Saturday at Bank of Sun
Prairie Stadium.

“I believe in them so
much, and when we were
down ... the message was,
we believe in you,” USM
head coach Kate Viviano
said. “Flip a switch in your
attitude right now and
believe in yourselves. And
that’s why we were able to
come back.”

USM began its comeback
bid early in the final 
quarter. Lucy Konkol scored
a goal from the free shot

position just over a minute
into the session to get things
started. 

Darcy Doyle took over
from there, netting three
unanswered goals as the
Wildcats tied the score with
five minutes left to play.

“It just was like one after
the next,” Viviano said
about the senior going on a
scoring binge. “If she has
the ball and she’s shooting, 
I know it’s going in.”

Doyle, who finished with
seven goals in the contest,
tallied three times in the
final frame as the Wildcats
used a simple formula for
success.

“The message was win 
the draw, possession is key,”
Viviano said about what 
the club did to even the
score, “take an open shot,
don’t force anything.”

The score remained tied
entering the final minute 
of play, when Hudson’s
Josie Jones collected a pass
from Harper Bradley and
scored what proved to be the
winning goal.

USM kept battling,
putting a shot on goal with

30 seconds left. The Wildcats
then made a steal and put
another try on target 
with 10 seconds remaining,
but Hudson goalie Amelia
Seidling stopped both
attempts to preserve the 
victory.

“We still had two looks at
the end,” Viviano said, “and
it just didn’t fall in our favor
this year.”

With time running down
and the Wildcats battling
both the clock and the
Raiders in hopes of netting
the equalizer, Viviano
explained that composure
was essential despite the
pressure in that situation.

“At practice we end with
running and then into 
overtime, so they feel 
prepared to be tired at an
end of a game and still put
the ball in the back of the
net,” the coach said about
the training the team did in
the event it faced that 
situation. “It’s just 
composure and focusing on
us. 

“I think we struggled 

NEW BERLIN WEST 2, GRAFTON 1

Hawks have plenty to be proud about
Team will bring back most of its roster next season

By Aaron Carlson
acarlson@conleynet.com

262-305-8524

GRAFTON — Late in the
evening Thursday, Grafton 
girls soccer head coach Jason
Rogers wanted to make sure his
players appreciated the success
they achieved throughout the 
season amid the sadness and 
disappointment of a 2-1 loss to
New Berlin West in a WIAA Div. 
3 girls sectional semifinal match.

“Not the way we wanted it to
end. It never is, right, unless
you’re holding a state trophy at
the end,” Rogers said. “There’s 
so much to be proud of on this
season. It may not be the way 
we wanted it to end, but hold 
your head high for the year we
had.”

The coach noted that while the
Black Hawks were unable to 
reach their ultimate goal, the 
club made big strides, finishing
the season with an overall record
of 14-4, taking third place in 
the North Shore Conference 
and capturing a regional 
championship for the first time
since 2019 with a 2-1 win last 
week over Whitnall. 

“A big thing for us is just where
we’re at as a program. We’re in 
a good spot. We’re taking steps 
forward. We finally know what 
it’s like to win a regional. So, you
get that taste. You always want
more,” Rogers said. “(It gives 
you) an understanding of what 
it takes to get there. The good
thing is, despite losing the
seniors, we return a lot. Almost
everyone. 

“To suffer a loss like this almost
bodes well. It’s a good thing, 
you know, to get that hurt, and 
it’s going to be one of two things:

It’s either gonna stick with 
them forever or it’s going to drive
them to be better,” he added.
“Thankfully, we’ve got a lot of
players on our team that I feel like
it is going to drive them to want 
to be better and take a step further
next year.”

Thursday turned into a long 
day for both clubs. The game 
was slated to begin at 4:30 p.m.,
but a storm moved into the area
just as the teams wrapped up
pregame warmups and all players
and coaches moved into the 
high school to wait out the 
weather.

After several hours of doing
whatever they could do to pass 
the time waiting for the 
postseason match to begin, 
everyone returned to the pitch 
to get the contest started at 
8:25 p.m., following a 3 hour, 
55 minute delay.

“I think more just for everyone,
including both teams and coaches,
it was just wanting to get it
going,” Rogers said about the
delay. “They were playing in the
same conditions as we are.”

The visitors struck first, scoring
a goal in the seventh minute.
Olivia Baird ran on to a pass 
from Julia McRae and finished to
give the Vikings the lead.

“We just weren’t ready for their
pace, I think,” Rogers said. “As 
we got into the game, we picked 
it up a little bit better, and it
seemed like we had our
moments.”

Much as Grafton did throughout
the season, when the team yielded
a goal and encountered a deficit,
the Black Hawks responded.

Just over two minutes later,
Katelyn Valenta was tripped from
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University School of Milwaukee senior Gabi Ortiz Fleet, left, passes the ball during the WIAA state girls lacrosse championship game Saturday at Bank of Sun Prairie Stadium at Ashley 
Field. Right, Carson Markgraf advances the ball up the field for the Wildcats. USM took second in the state for the second time in three years with an 12-11 loss to Hudson.

Photo by Beckett Callan/Conley Media

University School of Milwaukee senior Anna Solberg attempts to maneuver around the 
Hudson defense Saturday during the state championship game.See USM, PAGE 2B
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Grafton junior Josie Goetz, shown in action during a regular season match, helped the Black Hawks post an 
overall record of 14-4 and win a WIAA Div. 3 regional championship this season.See GRAFTON, PAGE 3B
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with that with the last 40 seconds,
we got a little too excited getting
the ball,” she added, “and it’s
something that we’ll focus on for
next year for sure.”

USM kept the spotlight on itself
ahead of the championship game,
rather than the opponent.

“In May, I think we focused too
much on them,” Viviano reflected
upon a 17-7 loss the Wildcats 
suffered May 16 at Hudson. “We
really put an emphasis on focusing
on USM and what we do best. In
the first half, I think we forgot
about that a little bit.”

Hudson took an early lead 
Saturday, netting a pair of goals
over the first three minutes to take
the lead.

However, USM stormed back to
take the lead over the next three
minutes.

Gabi Ortiz Fleer struck first. She
made a sharp cut and took a feed
from Sofie Bucher, then finished 
to put the Wildcats on the score-
board.

“Gabi’s a great player. She
knows her role and she actually,
when Darcy and Sofie are getting
face guarded, she’s the next one 
up to feed,” Viviano said. “She
might think of herself as a role
player, but she’s a crucial part of
our offense, because without her,
when they’re taken out of the
game, we wouldn’t have been able
to produce anything.”

Doyle struck next. She tied the
game with an unassisted effort
just seven seconds later.

Less than two minutes after that,
Bucher gave the Wildcats the 
lead.

“Sofie is the quarterback of her
offense. She’s usually our biggest
feeder, and I think today, to play
her game, she had to find it a 
different way just because they
were doing a great job marking 

up on our cutters,” Viviano said
about the team’s assist leader.
“She’s a good player feeding and
shooting, so her shot to go up by
one was great.”

Hudson rallied for three goals
before the end of the opening 
period to take a 5-3 lead. Doyle
scored early in the second to 
interrupt that surge, but the
Raiders scored three more 
times after that to extend their
advantage to 8-3. 

Anna Solberg scored shortly
before the intermission to 
break that momentum, put the 
ball in the net with a free position
shot.

“Lucy (Konkol), Carson 
(Markgraf), and Anna up top, 
they are great,” Viviano said. “I
think they look really up to Sofie
and Darcy and are excited to 
follow in their footsteps for next
year.”

This marked USM’s second
appearance in the state 
championship game in the past
three years. Viviano is proud of
what seniors Eliana Igwike, 
Kaitlyn Paullin, Bucher, Doyle,
Ortiz Fleet and goalie Alice 
Gardner contributed to the 
program.

“They’re special. I was almost in
tears in the locker room thinking
of that, they’re not going to be
here next year,” the coach said. 
“It sucks, because I was with 
them their sophomore year and
now (this is) their senior year, 
and to leave without a state 
championship is really unfortu-
nate because I think they’re the
class that deserves it the most
right now with their hard work
and their love for the game.”

USM completed the season 
with an overall record of 17-4,
including an undefeated mark of
8-0 on the way to winning a 
North Shore Conference 
championship.

USM: Doyle nets seven goals for Wildcats in WIAA state championship game
Continued from 1B
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University School of Milwaukee senior Darcy Doyle puts a shot on goal Saturday during the WIAA state 
championship game in Sun Prairie. She netted seven goals for the Wildcats in a 12-11 loss to Hudson.

PULASKI 2, CEDARBURG 1

Bulldogs unable to cash in
Late goal by Rogahn not enough

in sectional semifinal defeat
By Aaron Carlson

acarlson@conleynet.com
262-305-8524

CEDARBURG — There were no shortage
of chances for the Cedarburg girls 
soccer team Thursday during a WIAA
Div. 2 sectional semifinal match against
Pulaski.

Unfortunately for the Bulldogs, the team
was unable to turn enough of those 
opportunities into goals in a 2-1 loss.

Pulaski goalkeeper Tatum Wentland
made 18 saves for the visitors. 

Cedarburg went on the attack pretty
much right from the start. In the third
minute of the contest, Hayden Rogahn
struck a shot that the Pulaski keeper got 
a hand on and redirected off the left post.

Rogahn was knocking on the door again
in the ninth minute. She collected a 
well-placed pass from senior standout 
Joie Carpenter and put a shot on frame 
that required a diving stop to prevent the
Bulldogs from striking first.

Cedarburg was on the attack again 
midway through the opening period. 
Carpenter again made a pass that put a
teammate in a position to finish. Madison
Long took possession and got off a shot, but
it went wide left.

Carpenter made a run the next time the
home side threatened to score. The forward
put an effort toward the near post, but the
Pulaski sophomore keeper was able to get 
a hand on the ball and batted the sphere 
out of harm’s way.

The Red Raiders then were able to take
the lead two minutes later. Junior Estella

Vieaux took possession of the ball in the
right corner of the pitch and served a pass
into a dangerous zone. A Cedarburg 
defender collided with goalie Camden
Andrae as the Bulldogs attempted to 
extinguish the threat. Pulaski senior Leah
Grygiel was able to get to the loose ball and
scored to give the visitors the lead.

Cedarburg looked to net the equalizer 
late in the period, with Gabriella Schaefer
playing the ball into the box, where 
Carpenter swooped in and took a shot, but it
sailed over the crossbar.

The Bulldogs were back on the offensive
early in the second half, earning a corner
kick two minutes into the stanza. 

The entry pass bounced around briefly,
but Wentland was able to make the save
when the Bulldogs got a foot on the ball and
took a shot at the net.

Pulaski allocated resources to defense
after taking the lead late in the opening half,
and Cedarburg was unable to get as many
dangerous opportunities closer to the goal
after the break.

The visitors then produced an insurance
tally with less than 10 minutes to play on a
well-struck shot by Kara Barber.

Cedarburg stormed back and got on the
board four minutes later. Mika Jelinski
booted a pass over the top of the Pulaski
defense, moving the ball from the left corner
to the right side, and Rogahn finished from
there.

However, the Bulldogs were unable to find
the equalizer after that.

Cedarburg, the North Shore Conference
champions, finished the season with an
overall record of 12-2-4.
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Cedarburg sophomore Alex Sagone makes a throw in, left, during a WIAA Div. 2 sectional semifinal game Thursday against Pulaski. Right, Cedarburg senior Joie Carpenter shields a 
defender from the ball. The Bulldogs netted a goal in the second half, but it was not enough as the North Shore Conference champions dropped a 2-1 decision.
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Cedarburg senior Mika Jelinski looks to push the ball forward Thursday during a WIAA
Div. 2 sectional semifinal game against Pulaski. The defender recently earned North 
Shore Conference Player of the Year honors.


