
Friends in High Places: Pier Giorgio Frassati  

Essay options 

 

 

1.  Daniel’s youth group chooses to fundraise “in common” to ensure no one is unable to go on the 

pilgrimage for lack of funds. This type of fundraising requires everyone in the group to put their 

faith in one another - and in God - and trust that everyone will give it their(sic) best effort. 

 

Read each of the following, and based on the quote above, provide responses to ALL of the  

prompts below. 

 

a.​ Unitas, unity/brotherhood, is one of the Augustinian Values that we promote and live by here at St. 

Augustine Prep. How does the quote above reflect this value of Unitas, or unity? 

 

b.​ Briefly explain a time in your life when you participated in an activity that required a “group” effort 

and thus reflected this value of Unitas. 

 

c.​ In what way or ways would you attempt to participate in this value of unitas, or Brotherhood, as a 

new student at St. Augustine Prep? 

 

2.  Pier Giorgio once told a friend that he saw a special light around the poor and needy.  He also 

said that since Jesus visited him every morning in Holy Communion, he would return the visit by 

serving the poor.  Helping others, and most especially the poor, was his lifelong passion.  His life 

was so deeply rooted in God that he was able to carry out his calling to serve the poor with his 

whole heart. 

 

 Read each question carefully and referencing the above quote, provide responses to ALL of the writing 

prompts below: 

 

a.​ Caritas (meaning charity, love, and service) is one of the Augustinian Values that we live out by our 

actions and gestures here at St. Augustine Prep.  How does the quote above reflect this value of 

Caritas? 

 

b.​ Briefly explain a time when you may have felt “called” to do something in a large or small way, 

when you may have found it easier to do than others considered it because YOU believed or felt 

called to do it? 

 

c.​ Would you be more willing to try to do something “new” like this in the future? Why or why not? 

 

 



3. Pier Giorgio routinely gave away his money and even the clothes he was wearing.  He regularly 

begged and borrowed money from friends to help the poor. He constantly saved money by skipping 

meals, running home instead of taking the tram, buying third-class train tickets, or cheap seats at 

the opera. He also led an active and varied social life, traveling, spending time with friends, and 

feeding his soul on the arts and on trips to the mountains. 

 

Please read the following, and based on the quote above, provide responses to ALL of the  

prompts below. 

 

a.​ Do you think Pier Giorgio has achieved a good balance between charity and social leisure 

activities? Why or why not? 

 

b.​ Do you feel you have a good balance in your own life? Why or why not? 

 

c.​ In the next four years as a student of St. Augustine Prep, how could you become a more 

well-rounded person like Pier Giorgio?   


