
A LEVEL COMPONENTS

COMPONENT 1

Written Exam with 3 x Essays

COMPONENT 2

Devised Practical Unit and Written  

Coursework

COMPONENT 3

Scripted Practical Unit and Written 

Coursework



COMPONENT 1 – WRITTEN EXAM



SECTION A:
STUDY OF A SET TEXT
DRAMA THROUGH THE 
AGES



WHAT WILL THE 
NATURE OF THE 
QUESTIONS BE?



What it might look like…



SECTION B:
STUDY OF A SET TEXT
20TH AND 21ST 
CENTURY DRAMA 



WHAT WILL THE NATURE OF THE QUESTIONS BE?

• For plays in List B, for the purposes of the exam students must be prepared to adopt the 

perspective of director, performer and designer (lighting, sound, set, costume).

Students must also develop:

Knowledge and understanding of the content listed, in particular:

• how the play has been constructed to be performed and to communicate meaning

• how the play is informed by its social, cultural and historical context.



What it might look like…



SECTION C:
LIVE THEATRE 
PRODUCTION



WHAT WILL THE NATURE OF THE 
QUESTIONS BE?

• the perceived or stated aims of the production team and their success in achieving them

• the creative collaboration of the performers, the designers, the director and other members of the creative 

team

• the audience experience and response.

• articulate their understanding of how the theatre makers have communicated meaning to the audience

• consider in detail how aspects of the performance piece contributed to the impact of the production

• assess how aspects of the production contributed to its success or lack of success. 

Prior to seeing a performance students are expected to have undertaken background research.



What it might look like… 

Briefly explain the effects created by the performers’ use of physical skills at particular moments.

Analyse and evaluate how the performers’ physical work contributed to the total dramatic effectiveness of 

the production.           [25 marks] 

 

Briefly explain the ways in which one or more performer(s) used their performance skills in order to convey 

emotions at particular moments. Analyse and evaluate how this contributed to the total dramatic 

effectiveness of the production.        [25 marks] 



COMPONENT 2 – 
CREATING ORIGINAL DRAMA



CHOICE OF SPECIALISMS ACROSS 2 PRACTICAL UNITS



THE WORKING NOTEBOOK – 
WRITTEN COURSEWORK



COMPONENT 2 – 
MAKING THEATRE



PERFORMANCE OF THE THIRD EXTRACT



THE REFLECTIVE REPORT – WRITTEN 
COURSEWORK
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