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BELIEVE IN YOUR BEST

Our Vision and Values

Our vision is to create a 
vibrant, inclusive 

community, transforming 
lives and broadening 

horizons through excellent 
teaching and learning.
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Year 7: September 2026

Maths – Mr Haimes
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Year 7 Mathematics

General Information

We have 10 teachers within the department, 
including 2 ex primary teachers

Year 7 have 8 x one hour lessons per fortnight (two 
week timetable)

On top of basic school equipment students should 
also have:

Protractor
Compass
A Casio FX-83GTCW scientific calculator
• 2/3 of the GCSE allow a calculator
• We need students to be confident in how to get 

the best out of it.
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Year 7: Mathematics

First 4 Weeks

• For the first couple of weeks all classes will be in 
mixed ability classes.

• Students will take a ‘Benchmark’ assessment. 
From this:

• Students will be split into streamed classes, 
that will include a smaller support group.

• All students will be involved in a finance week.

• There will be a focus on the four rules, +,-,x & 
÷
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Year 7: Mathematics

How we teach the four rules (+,-,x & ÷) :

There will be an on-line session showing how we teach 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division by the 
end of September, for which you will receive a TEAMs 
invitation.
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Mathematics at TBHA
Our aim is to equip students with the skills and 

knowledge to understand and interact with the 

world around them and be ready for the next step. 

They should leave with the ability to:

• Solve problems

• Respond positively when challenged

•  Show resilience

Students will not find everything easy, they should 
feel challenged. We want students to know it is ok 
not to get everything right straight away but to 
have that drive and resilience to work hard and 
want to improve, regardless of their mathematical 
ability. 
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Year 7: Mathematics

Homework

We use SPARX as a homework platform

Sparx Maths is a personalised online learning platform designed to 
support students aged 11-16 with their maths education, particularly 
for homework and classroom learning. It tailors math exercises to 
each student's individual needs and level of understanding, providing 
a personalized learning experience. The platform also offers video 
tutorials, instant feedback, and insights for teachers and parents.

https://sparxmaths.com/parents/
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Benefit of SPARX Homework
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Maths Summer Holiday Competition

Send entries to : 
tbha.mathscompetition@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk

by August 31st

The maths in real-life photography competition challenges you to spot 
and capture mathematical concepts hidden in plain sight. Whether it is 
geometric patterns in nature, symmetry in architecture, or fractions in 

your kitchen, the goal is to take a creative photo and write a short 
explanation of the underlying maths.

mailto:tbha.mathscompetition@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk
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Year 7: September 2026

English – Dr Buckley
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Year 7 English

General Information

We have 11 teachers within the department, as well 
as our librarian.

Year 7 have 7 one-hour lessons per fortnight (two 
week timetable)

In English, Year 7 students are assessed during the 
third week of term.
We use the results of this assessment, as well as 
teacher feedback, to group children into the best 
class for their ability.

We have two acclerated classes, one nurture group 
and mixed ability classes.
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Reading
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Benefits of SPARX Homework

We use SPARX Reader as a homework platform.

A 2023-24 study demonstrated a positive correlation 
between consistent use of Sparx Reader and reading 
age progress.

This has been reflected at TBHA.



What we do…

We read, discuss and 
analyse:

• Novels

• Poetry

• Plays

• Extracts

• Articles

• Speeches

• Letters

• Essays 



What we do…

We write:

• Creative descriptions

• Imaginative poetry

• Structured stories

• Articles

• Speeches

• Letters

• Essays 



We in the English department aim to:

• empower students to become 
readers, writers and critical 
thinkers,

• teach students to be confident, 
creative, empathetic and 
articulate communicators,

• prepare students for the 
demands of life beyond school.
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Year 7: September 2026

Science – Mr Izod



Students will study three core pathways:

OUR AIM To help every student think, question 

and explain like a true scientist.

Biology
Cells, body 

systems, 

diet, ecology 

& reproduction

Chemistry
A/E/C, chemical 

reactions & 

materials.

Physics
Particles, 

Forces, energy, 

waves & space.

Science in Year 7 — Curious, Confident, Practical



What will science lessons feel like?

Learn key scientific concepts with clear teacher instruction

Engage in safety-first practical work that builds understanding

Build confidence using precise scientific vocabulary and writing

Consolidate knowledge weekly with interactive Educake homework

LOOKING AHEAD: FOUNDATIONS FOR GCSE
Year 7 establishes critical scientific foundations leading to either 

Combined Science (2 GCSEs) or Triple Science (3 GCSEs) in key stage 4.

How Students Learn in Science
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Year 7: September 2026

MFL – Mrs Johnson

Part of our curriculum is that all students study French or 
Spanish. Our approach is that we allocate French or Spanish 
ourselves. You will receive an email in the coming days asking 
whether you have a very compelling reason, and not simply a 
preference. If so, please complete the Form via the link in the 
email. If you have no compelling reason, please do not 
complete the Form.  We will carefully consider each request 
but unfortunately, can make no guarantees.
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Year 7: September 2026

Contact Information

Ms Amy Palmer

Year 7 Pastoral Leader

am.palmer@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk

Mr Tim Pownceby

Assistant Principal

t.pownceby@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk

Mrs Anna Lake

SENCO

a.lake@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk

mailto:t.pownceby@theburgesshillacademy.org.uk
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Year 6 Transition – June 2026

• Open Mornings

• Parent and child meetings

• Primary School visits to feeder schools by 

Mr Pownceby and Ms Palmer

• Year 6 Teacher meetings

• SENCO meetings

• Individual student information sharing

• Transition resources for Primary school 

activities

• Professionals Meetings
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Wednesday 1st July: Y6 Timetable
Groups

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Tutor 8.45 - 9.00
Register

Barnden Hall - Assembly

P1 9:00 - 10:00 Maths Science

Break 10:50 - 11:15 Playground

P3 11:15 - 12:15 Science Maths

P4 12:15 – 12:45 English Science

Lunch
12:55 - 13:25 Lunchtime Barnden Hall

13:25 - 14:00 Playground / Sports Hall

P5 14:00 - 14:45 Bridge Building Activity
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Year 6 Transition: Website

-Transition Top Tips

-Transition support links

-Timetable example

-Uniform and equipment

-Class Charts information

-Extracurricular timetable example

-Wellbeing and mental health support 

links

-Summer activities – Getting ready to 

go BIG!



BELIEVE IN YOUR BEST

Year 7: September 2026

• Thursday 3rd September

• ONLY Y7 and Y11

• Operational: 

✓ Thumbprints 

✓ Photos 

✓ ICT 

✓ Site orientation

• Group work – New form groups / 

tutor

• ‘Getting to know you’ activities



BELIEVE IN YOUR BEST

House system

Secondary schools can feel big.  We assign 

each student to one of four smaller 

‘Houses’ to celebrate success and 
encourage getting involved in school life.
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Extra-curricular and trips
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Behaviour For Learning Policy

All members of the school community, 

including parents, have an important role to 

play in the implementation of our Behaviour 

For Learning Policy.

Parental responsibility:

• Getting your child to school on time, safely.

• Informing school via Studybugs of student 

absence before the start of the school day

• Ensuring your child is properly dressed and 

equipped for the school day, every day.

• Supporting the sanction policy of the 

school.

STUDYBUGS
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STUDYBUGS

Please download the Studybugs app onto your smart phone to send 
messages regarding the absence of your child. 

Parents have to contact school for every day that 
their child is absent.
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Car Park

Student entry route
Cyclists entrance
Car drop-off route
No entry barrier

Key

Single Point of Entry
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TBHA Uniform

Broadbridges – uniform provider

Year 7

Silver Tie
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Uniform

Expectations

▪ TBHA Blazer

▪ Plain white shirt

▪ TBHA Tie

▪ TBHA Grey trousers or skirt

▪ Plain black footwear

Optional
▪ TBHA jumper
▪ Ear piercings (studs only)
▪ Light, discreet and natural 

looking make-up

Uniform Policy

Uniform Policy

Not allowed

▪ Bracelets

▪ Hooped earrings

▪ Necklaces

▪ Rings

▪ False nails or 

eyelashes, nail 

extensions.

▪ Hoodies

▪ Gum

▪ Rolled up skirts
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What happens if student uniform is not correct?

Not allowed

▪ Bracelets

▪ Hooped earrings

▪ Necklaces

▪ Rings

▪ False nails or 

eyelashes, nail 

extensions

………………….…….

▪ Hoodies

.................................

▪ Gum
.................................

▪ Untucked shirts

This item will be removed, placed 
in an envelope and left with 
Reception for parents to collect.

This item will be removed & 
placed with Reception for students 
collect at the end of the day.

Gum will be placed in the bin.  
Break detention issued. 

Shirts need to be tucked-in at all 
times. Failure to do so will result 
in a break detention.

Uniform
Uniform Policy
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Year 7: September 2026

• Encourage your child to be organised. Get them 

to pack their bag the night before so they don’t 

have to worry.

• Remind them to never be afraid to ask for help, or 

talk to someone they can trust.

• Suggest they make the first effort to make new 

friends.

• First impressions last a long time – organisation, 

presentation and behaviour.

• Encourage them to make the most of new 

opportunities. They will have the chance to try 

new clubs and activities.

• Encourage them to enjoy it! Making new friends 

and learning new things is exciting. Everyone is in 

the same boat, so they should aim to have a good 
time. 

Sue Atkins ‘Raising happy children’ (2012)
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