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High School Summer Reading Assignment

With another school year successfully in the books, we hope you are looking forward to a
relaxing break—and thinking about all the great stories waiting for you this summer!

To encourage you to dive into a good book and keep your mind active, we are asking everyone
to complete a summer reading reflection. This assignment is due on Wednesday, August 19,
and we will use your insights to kick off our discussions during the first few weeks of school.

Step 1: Choose Your Book

Select a title from the provided list that genuinely sparks your interest. The variety of books
includes some with challenging themes and strong language.

Step 2: Acquire a Copy

You can purchase your own copy, borrow it from a local library, or check with a friend.

Step 3: Dive In

Read and enjoy! Listening to an audio version is completely acceptable—ideally, we
recommend reading along with the physical text if you can. Audiobooks may also be available
through our partnership with Learning Ally.

Step 4: Reflect & Write

Once you finish, take some time to process what you read. Write a personal reflection (1-2
pages, handwritten) using your own thoughts and the book itself—no outside resources or
internet guides are permitted.

To help frame your response, consider exploring a few of these prompts (you do not need to
answer all of them):

e Expectations vs. Reality: Was the book what you anticipated? Why or why not?


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ex37ppa4SEy9EZ0l49LlYw6i7pTAjo6ZE-Hck6-Sses/edit?usp=sharing

e For Fiction: What did you think of the ending? How would an alternate ending change
the overall message or impact of the story?

e For Nonfiction: What core question or idea did the author explore? Why does this issue
matter, and did you find the author's arguments convincing?

e Making Connections: Did this book remind you of another story, historical event, or
personal experience? Explain the relationship between them in detail.

e World-Building: Did the author successfully transport you to another time or place?
What specific details made that world feel alive or believable?

e Character Depth: Were the characters realistic and relatable? Did their choices and
growth feel authentic to human nature?

A Note on Quality: Support your ideas and reflections with specific examples from
the text. Use vivid details to make your points thoughtful, engaging, and uniquely
yours.

If you have any specific questions or prompts you'd like to get vetted before writing, please
contact Ms. Knowles over the summer. We can't wait to hear your thoughts and dive into these
books together in August. Have a wonderful, relaxing summer, and happy reading!
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